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CHAPTER I. 

Reflections on the peculiar htuurds and hardships of ser* 
vice in Africa. Commencement of the survey of the 
western coast. Island of Dassen, St, Helena bay. Cape 
Negro. Benguela and Us natives. An unpleasant affair. 
The Barracouta r^oined by the Leven at Angola, 

His Majesty's ships Leven, Capt Owen, and Barracouta, 
Capt Vidal, left England for the purpose of survejring the 
whole of the East and West Coasts of Africa in February 
1822. The dreadful mortality which attended this expedition 
was almost unprecedented ; a service at all times accompa- 
nied with danger, was here rendered tenfold hazardous, by 
an unseen-rrbut too certain foe. A British seaman fears no 
«nemy that his eye can see; he dreads not the cannon's or the 
tempest's roar ; when poised in air upon the giddy mast, hss 
fearless heart beats no quicker than when rocked in his 
hammock; but the pestilential breath of Africa is a source oi 
«ilent terror to his courageous nature ; he feels himself in 
the daily presence of an opponent with whom he cannot strug- 
gle ; this constant reflection unmans and unnervea him, when 
he either sinks to low despondency or tries to drown thou^t 
t)y intoxicating reason— tho one no less fiital in its termina- 
ticm than the other* Yet does he utter no complaint; you 
perceive fio hesitaticm when ordered on his fatal duty ; he 

1 
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obeys the eomraand, and he dies without ji monnur — he seet 
his friends and comrades fiill around him, yet he shrinks not — 
the subtle enemy asks for more, and seizes the generous hero 
who has just wiped t)ie tear froyi this manly cheek fot those 
beings ccmsigned to their watery grave. None who have 
not seen the effects of this pestilential climate can conceive 
its horrors; to-day surrounded by lively and agreeable com- 
panions, whose buoyant mirth, heedless of the future, thinks 
but of the passing hour — with the morrow come the aching 
head, sunken eyes, and pallid cheek, too certain preludes of 
the active poison's course ; the mind feeds the burning fever^ 
despondency acts like oil on the flame, and in a few hours the 
thoughtless heart ceases its sKght struggles. During~lhe 
seven years which I passed upon this desolating coast, I have 
seen about forty brother officers, and two htmdred brave sea- 
men, fall victims to the noxious dimate; and strange to say, 
death became so frequent an occurrence, that the heart be- 
came callous to grief, and the eye saw old friends and com- 
rades consigned to their ocean tomb without a sigh, while 
the imagination turned from contemplating this ceremony to 
speculate upon the next most likely sacrifice. Now that 
Heaven has spaj-ed me to reflect upon the fatal scenes which 
are passed, I think with gratitude upon my miraculous es- 
cape, and mourn over the memory of those who so nobly sacri- 
ficed themselves for the benefit of their country and mankind. 
Bui as many even how may be weeeping for some dear friend 
or relative, who there found an early grave, one slight in- 
cident shall serve to illustrate many of a similar nature. 

At Woolwich, a youth was entered as a volunteer; his 
only parent was a mother ; he was her only child ; she came 
on board to bid him farewell, when she bespoke the kindness 
of each oflicer to consider the tender years, and his never 
haviiig been from under her care. She hung upon his neck 
as the ship got under weigh, and witli difficulty was taken 
from him into the boat alongside. The boy v/atched his 
mother to the shore, and tried to hide the tear upon his cheek. 
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^ lie turned to his •new companions when ^e landed. He 
vras a fine lively lad, and before we got to Africa forgot his 
tear, but frequently spoke of his mother; We had been on 
the coast about two years. He had been sent up a river sur- 
veying in the boats. They returned in about a week. As 
they came alongside, we observed many oars lying useless ; 
those who had worked them were dead ; while some of the 
rowers, although in appearance strong and lusty fellows, 
were pulling the feeble stroke of enervation and disease. An 
occasional Mid's cap and cloak told a tale of early merit meet- 
ing with an early grave. — Poor J lay at the bottom oi 

a boat: as with difhculty he mounted the ship's side, he tried 
to force a smile to meet his comrades. He soon complained 
of a head-ache, his face was pale, and he spoke but little. In 
twenty-four hours after his return, she who had cherished, 
might have seen him die, and heard his parched lips utter her 
name with liis dying breath 1 As his slight frame was con- 
signed to the deep, and the last volley pealed over the closing 
wave, I could not forget the tear on his fair cheek at Wool- 
wich, when he saw for the last tnne — her, whose every hope 
and thought he was. Can the imagination conceive the with- 
ering feelings of the mother's heart, when told that she was 
childless T But I will close these remarks, as I would not 
open afresh wounds that time may have closed, or add one tear 
to the eye of sorrow. 

Having completed a survey of the East, we arrived at the 
Cape of Good Hope in November 1825, from which place a 
survey of the West Coast was to commence. It would be su- 
perfluous to give any description of the sublimely beautiful 
scenery which surrounds the anchorage of this southernmost 
point of Africa. Every Oriental journal teems with the beau- 
ties of the Cape, and the wisdom of Nature in making Table 
Bay ; the very name is cheering to the stomach of an English- 
man, whose appetite is not yet refined ot destttiyed by a res- 
idence in the land ofpillatos and curries^ After having re- 
mained here for some days, making necessary preparations, 
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we pat to sea, being joined by the Albatross tender. A few 
hours after leaving TableBay, we arrived at a small island 
Called Robbin, which lies about nx miles fiom Cape Town, 
bearing N. K by N. Here are situated a prison for convicts, 
and a small barrack for the military guard, who are relieved 
monthly. These convicts are Caflfres, who have.been detec- 
ted in the act of stealing from the colonial residents, ^y 
class of vessel will £nd a good shelter from a N. W. wind 
under this island, when, on the contrary, they would be quite 
exposed in Table Bay. We anchored for the night, and c(Hn- 
menced our first survey of the coast, on the following day, 
but in consequence of un&vourable, winds, made but little 
progress. 

We next visited the island of Dsussen. This is another 
small, low island, situated about three miles from the main, 
only inhabited by a few men, whose sole occupation is find- 
ing the eggs of the penguin-gull, and numerous other sea- 
fowl, with which this little spot abounds. It appears literal- 
ly a living mass of flying matter, in spite of its anti-prolific 
inhabitants* These birds deposit their eggs in the burning 
sand ; when the plunderers commence digging, they mus» 
ter in large numbers and try to defend their various proge- 
ny. Their attack is most desperate, and the spoilers are 
obliged to beat off tl^e enemy with one hand, while they se- 
cure the prize with the other. They are employed by a 
Mt. Trutor, of Cape Town, who supplies that market, where 
they meet with a ready sale : above 20,000, which they had 
recently taken, were at that moment waiting to be shipped 
and as they keep even in that climate for six months, the 
profit must be considerable. 

We next rounded Cape St. Martin, and anchored in St He- 
lena Bay, which is a very good harbour in the S. E. mon- 
soon — its only recommendation, as nothing can be procured 
in the shape of provisions. The ruins of two or three hous- 
es are the only indications of humanity having once dwelt 
in this land of desolation; not one speck of verdure relieves 
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1!he eye in its trackless wanderings oVer the desert The 
whole line of the coast from Table Bay to this sandy spot 
presents the same barren waste. Having surveyed the 
whole of this bay, we were compelled to anchor, as a heavy 
swell was drMling us in shore : observing the Leven in the 
oflSng, we fired a gun to acquaint them with our situation, 
which she answered, and stood from the shore. The land 
breeze carried us out of the bay on the following morning, 
and we continued our survey of the coast ; we passed the 
mouth of the Orange River, which had a very heavy surf on 
the bar, and along shore. Akhough an immense space of 
water was seen over the foaming bank, yet we could not per- 
eeive any entrance for a boat Having passed this river, 
the coast changed its hitherto monotonous and barren aspect, 
and we were relieved by a chain of small islands and rocks 
extending in shore, and bearing the most fantastic shapes.— 
One particularly struck my attention. It was a rock which 
appeared originally to have been of some height and extent, 
but the sea or some other caus^ had carried away the 
whole of its centre, excepting a surface of about twenty 
feet deep, whicl^ rested on the two extrcmitiep, leaving be- 
tween them an immense archway or natural bridge, apparently 
capable of allowing a ship to sail under without lowering 
a mast We were not, however, tempted to make the ex- 
periment, therefore continued our course along shore until 
we came to anchor in Angra Peguina Bay, which place we 
surveyed in the boats. The surrounding country is one con- 
tinued sand, without a shrub as &r as the eye can ^e. The 
interior bears the same aspect ; consequently, we met with 
no molestation from any natives, although we were given 
to understand many existed farther in thft interior of this 
coast, who have a great antipathy to Europeans. A rock 
forms the north end of this bay, upon the top of which we 
found a column and t;ross, which, in the adventurous and 
flourishing days of the Portuguese, was erected here by 
Bartholomew Diaz, about the beginning of the fifteenth cen- 
tury. This pillar is composed of solid marble, but ^uck 
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dilapidated by the boisterous winds and waves to which it is 
constantly exposed. It has the arms of Portugal (five Moors' 
heads) at its summit, and had an inscription which time haa 
now rendered quite illegible. To support our national char^ 
acter even in that distant land, various specimens of Barthol- 
omew Diaz's pillar were knocked off and brought on board, 
either for the satisfaction of the dilapidator, or gratification of 
the curious. The world would be greatly benefitted, if any 
scientific phrenologist could discover what particular organ 
in an Englishman's cranium produces in him that longing 
after immortality, which he gratifies by either picking a fin- 
ger or nose off every statue he can get near, or writing his 
name on eyery bench, tree, or post that comes in his way : 
destructivemM appears the most probable. — But, to c<hi- 
tinue. 

We firequently were at a loss for objects to assist our sur- 
vey, in consequence of the great monotony along the coast, un- 
til we came within sight of Cape Negro, which, as we ap- 
proached from the southward, 'had the appearance of an is- 
land. On the top of this cape is another cross erected by 
Bartholomew Diaz ; and a few miles south of this a cluster of 
high trees, well worthy of notice, as being the first seen 
&om about 100 miles south of Orange River, a distance of 
nearly 1000 miles; we also observed some bullocks, but 
no huts or natives. Cape . Negro is situated in lat 15^ 
45' S. long, no 53' E. When we had rounded the Cape, the 
coast became rather more pleasing, the valleys picturesque 
and fertile. We next came to Rk> Vittoria, which is no- 
thing more than a small creek going a considerable distance 
into the interior, the banks being extremely beautiful and cov- 
ered richly with verdure. We observed near this place a 
large herd of cattle, and, shortly forwards, a village contain- 
ing about thirty huts of the rudest construction, built of mud, 
the largest not more than eight feet high, with a little 
oval-shaped entrance about three. On the beach were sev- 
eral boats of a rectangular f(Htn, and apparently not more 
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ciyilised in their maBufacture than the habitatkns; sevenlof 
ihe natives were observed staring at us, who appeared in a 
most perfectly natural costome. Continuing along shore we 
perceived many canoes fishing, and another village of much 
greater extent and neater eonstmctioD than the last One 
in particular was large, well built, and white-washed, firom 
which, and elephants being very numerous <m this part of 
'the coast, I conjecture they have some communication with 
the Portuguese. 

Our next anchorage was the Bay of Benguela, (after a run 
ofseventy miles,} at which place we were to await the Le- 
ven's arrival. Benguela is situated on a plain fixmting the 
sea, containing about fifty houses neatly built in die old Por- 
tuguese style ; they are tiled and white^washed, but chiefly 
composed of mud. A fi>rt is ntuated. on the left c^ the 
town, mounting twenty-eight pieces d small calibre, but in 
a most dilapidated state, and promiaingt in case of use, much 
more injury to their immediate firiends than more distant en- 
emies. Two churches are intended to adorn the town; 
but one being in ruins, and the other having undergone no 
repair since the year 1718, the effect fidls short of the inten- 
tion. The costume worn by the natives is a scanty piece 
of Uue cloth thtown loosely round them, adorned widi beads 
and various trinkets of European manu&cture. Others are 
«itire]y folded in lion and leopard skins, which gives them 
rather a dignified appearance. 

The slave trade, is here carried on to a great extent; 
on our arrival we found seven vessels lying in the bay, with 
the undisguised purpose of receiving a cargo of human flesh — 
in fiict, three of them were swarming with these wretched 
victims of their fellow-creatures' cupidity. Every evening 
after their scanty, repast, they were allowed to wa}k jR>r a 
short time upon deck, when ihej appeared so close, that with 
difficulty they were enabled to move ; below, the sufl^rings of 
diese poor creatures must have been great, judging by their 
numbers, and compass in which they were confined. The 



IJroftt arising from this inhuman traffic is a strong inducement 
for its continuance. ^The inhabitant Portuguese first buy 
them from the native chiefs for about five dollars each, or com* 
modities of that value in the opinion of the savage, but 
which in England would be purchased for as many half-pence* 
The Portuguese then sell them to the different vessels, for 
about eight times the sum given to the native* . As no slaves 
are exported without the governor's sanction, I imagine sohie 
<luty to be paid him upon tiiem. This is, in a great measure, 
confirmed by his encouraging the trade by every possible 
means, and his precautions that no illicit traffic may be 
carried on, to prevent which a night guard-boat is constantly 
on the look-out. If we consider the government under which 
he works, it is not unreasonable to conclude that his whole 
salary arises from this disgraceful source. 

A Hew gov^nor had just arrived, the former having gone 
to Angola, a place of greater opulence : we found him a very 
agreeable man, with apparently a great knowledge of the 
world. He was a captain in the Portuguese navy, and spoke 
our language with great fluency, having been for some time 
in England. Elephajits, lions, tigers, and various other wild 
beasts, are abundant here, in company with crocodiles, alli- 
gators, and numerous serpents and reptiles. The elephants, 
some few Ktonths since, had been rendered so fiiriousby extreme 
thirst, that they absolutely entered the town in a body for the 
purpose of helping themselves. The inhabitants soon mus- 
tered to defend their wells and houses, and succeeded in de- 
stroying seven of them with the loss of one man killed, and 
about ten wounded. The producQ of this 4)lace w^as then 
little or nothing: in consequence of their having had no rains 
at the Qsual season for the last two years, they were entirely 
dependent upon "Angola for the necessary supplies, instead 
of, as hitherto, furnishing that place with all kinds of pro- 
vision. We were here given to understand, that near the 
Rio Vittoria before mentioned, which is about severity miles 
ofi^, a sulphur mine has been discovered, then worked but little, 
and that only by the natives ; the reason given by the gover- 
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nor for its Being thus neglected was, that as it is a govern- 
ment concern, no individual likes to undertake it; for, like 
the dog in the manger, although they cannot derive any ben- 
efit from it themselves, yet they will not allow any one else to 
do 60. He also spoke of a gold mine about one hundred miles 
in the interior of the country, called Matamba, but said they 
were prohibited by their government from working it. This 
did not meet with much credence, as the value of that com- 
modity is too well known in Portugal to admit of their ne- 
glecting such an opportunity for its acquirement, and it is gen- 
erally asserted here, th^-t no European can enter this coun- 
try without being put to death. An attempt was made not 
long since to work an iron mine in the same neighbourhood, 
and a party sent from the Brazils for that purpose, who all in 
a short time fell victims to either the cliB&ate or the. ferocious 
natives. These are supposed to work the gold mme them- 
selves in a trifling degree, as, when much pressed by want, 
they occasionally send a piece of the ore in for barter ; the 
value they place upon it takes away the impression of its 
being very abundant At the west end of this bay is a very 
remarkable hill, called by the Portuguese " Sombreiro," or 
Bonnet — and by the English, St. Philip's Bonnet ; from this 
I^e is carried on a communication by land with Mozan^ 
bique, a distance of 2000 miles across the continent By way 
of consolation, we were here given to understand, that the 
sickly season had just commenced ; and as we had to make a 
particular survey of the coast to Benin, we had the agreeable 
prospect of its company on our route. We em|>loyed a par- 
ty of natives to procure wood and water, the latter looking 
tLS if drawn from a spring of pea-soup, - but to a tropical 
thirst, and short allowance, like Mahomed's water of Zulal.— > 
We also procured five xlwarf bullocks, weighiiig 'i»i an aver* 
age not more than 180 lbs. each. I could nof help linking 
1m)w these poor animals would blush by the ^de (rf* their broth- 
er bullocks, who exhibit annually their corpulent carcases in 
England. Nature is her^ their only feeder^ an^'jl^ bad hand 
«iiemakesof it 
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Finding the Leven did not arrive, and having heard that' a 
vessel had bejen seen a short distance to the southward, we 
ConQ^uded it must be she drifted past by the currents, which 
are very prevalent upon this coast — Capt Owen's orders 
were very decisive, that Capt Vidal should remain ten days 
for his arrival, yet we felt fully confident he had passed and 
gone td Angola, the next settlement of the Portuguese.— 
We were the more confirmed in this, as when we last par- 
ted from the Leven, she had twelve hours sail a-head of us, 
in order to survey that part of the coast by day, which we 
passed during the night Under these circumstances we 
got out of the bay, and continued our course towards Ango- 
la. The land along the coast presented a most diversified 
prospect of fertile hills and valleys, although to all appear- 
ance but thinly populated. Between Benguela and Angola, 
a distance of 230 miles, are several remarkable head lands, 
forming spacious and commodious bays, and^ affording good 
anchorage. ^ 

On the morning of the third day from our leaving Ben- 
guela, we came upon a low neck of land about three-quar- 
ters of a mile in width, thickly wooded with cocoa-nut trees, 
and having apparently a large population. The situation of 
this land is very peculiar, extending nearly sixteen miles, 
without any elevation to intercept the view of the bay and 
country near Angola, ivhich coUld be distinctly seen over 
it from the ship's deck. Although this land is so low, yet the 
boldness of the coast enabled us to run quite close in shore, 
much to the gratification of the numerous spectators. We 
then eame to an opening, through which could be seen the 
bay; on the left was a» island with a large buildmg upon it, 
and a ship, which we afterwards heard was bilged, and had 
been lying thelre for the last eighteen months. Angola was 
distinctly seen across the bay, apparently a large town, built 
on the face of a hill. As ships cannot enter by this opening, 
we -continued our course along the island which is named St. 
Paul de Loando* and which forms the north side of the bay.— 
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II IS about four miles long, and very low. We rounded 
the end of this island, and commenced working up to the an- 
chorage. As we stood innshore, a pilot came off, and at the 
same time a gun was fired from the fort which commands 
the entrance to the harbour, without showing any coloura— - 
This fort is formed by a cliff on tlie southern side» with a ve- 
ly strong battlement above, mounting in all about forty guns 
of large calibre. Inamediately after firing the first gun, 
Capt Vidal desired to know of the pilot, whether it was the 
custom of the port to anchor, or communicate in any way 
previously to entering 1 Upon his answer in the negative, we 
contin^ied our course, which was no soonei perceived by the 
fort than a shot was fired directly at us, they hoisting at the 
same time Portuguese colours. The shot fell within two feet 
of our fore-chains, splashing the water into us most plentiful- 
ly. As this last proceeding did not correspond with our 
ideas of etiquette, we hove-to, and sent a boat under the 
battery to assure them, that if they sent another such mes- 
eaore, we certainly should knock the fort about their ears, be- 
fore we went any farther. Lieut Boteler, the officer com- 
manding the bcxit, was informed upon his landing by the 
commandant- of the fort, that it was customary for all foreign 
ships, on entering this harbour, to send a boat to the battery 
previously. He laid all the blaifne upon the pilot for not ac- 
quainting us with the rules of the port, and said he should 
report thip neglect on his part to the governor. With re- 
spect to firing at the vessel, he acknowledged 4iaving or- 
dered a shot to be fired, finding we neglected the first gun, 
but desired that it should ncA be pointed at us. He de- 
clared, also, by way ot apology, that he did not see our co- 
lours, although they were fiying all the time ; and conclu- 
ded by requpsting we would not proceed up the harbour un- 
til they had orders firom the governor. We, however, an- 
ticipated him by immediately Bending a letter, in forming 
him of their proceedings, and - to require an explanation of 
this insult offered to the British fiag. The governor instantly 
despatched au answer,, expressing his regret at what had hap- < 
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pened, assuring us the conduct of the fort shouli be strict- 
ly inquired into thai the port was open to all English diipSi 
and that the tried Iriendship of the two naticms fully enticed 
us to every assistance in their power to give. As we after- 
wards heard the commandant of the fort was an officer of 
experience and a gentleman, we were inclined to consider 
the gun's being pointed at the ^ip, as the malicious act 
of the man who fired it ; and doubtless the fellow regretted 
his shot did not prove so efficacious as he anticipated. Hav- 
ing received this amende honorctble from the governor, we 
at once stood up the harbour, and anchored about a mile 
and a half from the town. We had no sooner done so, than 
we observed a ship bearing-up under all sail, which we soon 
recognized as the Leven. In half an hour she cast anchor 
along-side us. They had arrived at Benguek the morning 
after our departure, which being informed of, they merely 
stopped a few hours, and then made the best of their way to 
join us in this^ harbour. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Harbour and town of Angola, disgraceful extent tfthe 
slave-traffic there. Town ofAmbriz; another mart for 
slaves. Villages along the coast. Cape Padron, Strange 
custom of piracy against the slaoe-ships. Superstitious 
habits of the wild inhabitants of the coast, A pathetic 
monkey. OpereUions of the survey Cape Palnieirot — 
Hostile demonstrations of the ntttives towards Lieut, Bot" 
eler and his boafs crew. Measures of severity in self 
defence. 

The harbour of Abgola is very extensive, with a great depth 
of. water. I should, however, recommend all £urq>eau ves- 
sels not to anchor, within one mile and a half of the towii ; 
for, as the nights are in general calm and oppressively hot, 
the sea-breeze becomes of the utmost importance, and by ly- 
ing close under the island, it may be enjoyed with some de* 
gree of regularity. Numerous fortifications command the 
bay at every pdnt The strongest and principal garrison is 
situated on the. brow of a hill on one^ide of the town, mount- 
ing nearly eighty guns. In addition to this are three others ; 
one built on a rock communicating^witih the main land by a 
draw-bridge, havmg also a very strong battery of sixty-four 
gunsi commanding the harbour in every direction. The town 
of Angola is the most extensive settlement which the Por- 
tuguese possess on this coast^ When approex^ed from the 
southward, it 'presents^ rather a grand and pleasing appear* « 
ance, being situated on an eminence, surmounted by the gar- 
rison before mentioned. The h6uses are of stone, spacious 
and substantia], as Portuguese dwellings on this coast g^ier- 
ally ar9$ regularly and . even tastefully built, with several 

2 
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du^^^. *^ a catliedral. The market is tolerably supplied 

th^ ^ "*® season, but filthy in the extreme. It is singular 

^ bej* ° '^^ take a greater pride in this one particular; for, 

of th^^^^* ^^^ ^® principal market-place of Lisbon, to that 

of ^T ^f^ snaallest settlement, they are noted for the dirty state 

^QQsta ^'^ 7 ^wns, and the various oflensive effluvia which they 

the o,.^^^ inhale. Numerous military are stationed here ; 

^fixiy ^^^tes composed chiefly of convicts from Portugal ; 

^^no ^^^ officers are also sent to this country fot trifling* 

AuoivJ ^ ^^namitted at home. Two instances came to my 

^tliGT- :f ^^ * ^^® one was merely for murdering a padre ; the 

^i-e, w-l-* ^ Pitting a sister, who was a bit of a shrew, upon the 

^ *^ ^^ the natural cause of her beccnning a cinder. 

^^ifling ofiences, being men of some interest, they 

^*lc penalty of transportation, and here appeared to 

^^'^selves despite of padres and sisters! Many of 

however, most gelitlemanly men and good officers^ 

^^"^ved, in several instances, with our army when on 

■■^^isula. We invariably experienced the greatest p6- 

^^^'^^ attention from the^n whenever we were on 

^ Ascription of provisions was at this time selling for 

Exorbitant prices.; even water is very scarce, on 

tlieir having no springs or rivers in the^neighbour' 

order to obviate this inconvenience, a number of 

^ Q.re constantly employed in fetching it from Bengo 

*^ti is about nine miles to the northward, and upon 

^wn and ships depend entirely for their supply. 

■ixifbrmed that every description of tropical fruit 

— .-^^"^^ here during the summer months ; and the or- 

®^id to be iXqfir at this place than any o^her along 

We had not, unfortunately, an opportunity of 

^^nsequence of the rainy season having set in. 

thmg we found at all plentiful was, herrings, 

people caught so fast, that we were compelled to 

overboard by boats fulL The zoolc^cal prod- 
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QCfions in the immediate viciuity are lions, tigers, hyenas, 
wolves, zebras, and elephants, of a prodigious size. The sol- 
diers have also some pretty horses of a Spanish breed. A 
great variety of serpents, scorpions, and numerous venomous 
insects, bring up the rear, to give their gentle torments, if 
you be fortunate enough to escape the more ferocious violence 
of the larger inhabitanta The unblushing efSrontery with 
which the slave-trade is here carried on surprises the unso- 
phisticated eye of a European. The civilized inhabitant of 
an enlightened country naturally wonders how the sovereign 
of a Christian state can thus openly violate every tie of hu- 
manity and affection ! The throne's lustre is tarnished by 
the tears of misery, and the king who countenances so inhu- 
man a taraffic will tremble when called to receive that mercy 
which he showed to others. His hands will b© too ce2ply 
stained by the blood of his victims, to hope that years of peni- 
tence and tears can ever wash it out ! Is it not a stigma on 
the Powers which rule Europe, that they permit th(»se who 
are compelled to obey, thus to obtain riches by breaking every 
law of religion and nature 1 Twenty-four diips were at this 
time lying in the harbour of Angola, waiting for cargoes of 
human misery. One brig, of not more than 180 tons, had on 
board above four hundred slaves, with which she went to 
sea! thus closely packed, to be tossed about probably for 
weeks, before they tasted the comparative, but sterile happi* 
ness of domestic slavery ! 

Having remained here for about a week, and completed a 
survey of the bay, we worked out and proceeded to the north- 
ward. As we met with many contrary currents outside, and 
the wind was very light, we made but little progress for 
some days; this gave us an opportunity of observing the 
coast, which presented a particularly beautiful appearance, 
being thifckly wooded, and varied with numerous hills, val- 
leys, and rivers We were led to suppose this line of coun- 
try was plentifully inhabited, as every niffht we could per- 
ceive fires extending over a great distance. 
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About four days after leaving Angola, we arrived vff a 
small place called Ambriz, where we found five vessels at an- 
ebor under Brazilian colours. This town is situated on a 
hill, which forms the south point of the bay, from which it 
takes its name ^ a reef extends some distance out fi-om the 
land, a^rding good shelter for boats. This place is also sup- 
ported by the slave-trade; and as there are no Portuguese 
inhabitants, the traders obtain them at a lower price than 
at other towns along the coast 

In the bay, a little above the town, is the mouth of a small 
river, which runs through a very extensive and fertile valley, 
presenting a most beautiful piece of scenery, the distant hills 
forming a rich and abrupt back-ground. Having passed the 
town of Ambriz, we came upon a very, remarkable range of 
hills, covered with immense blocks of granite, looking, at a 
distance, like a number of large stone buildings, one perform* 
ing the part of a church with much propriety, being formed 
by a large mass towering over all, in the shape of a modem 

steeple. 

• 

We passed numerous villages, which appeared thickly 
inhabited ; from one we saw a boat standing offshore appar- 
ently full of people, and when she passed close under our 
stern, we found that she was loaded heavily with slaves. — 
It appeared that she belonged to one of the ships lying at 
Ambriz, where she was then going, having come from Ka- 
benda, a distaiice of one hundred and twenty miles. These 
wretched beings had thus been exposed in an open boat for 
about ten days, writhing beneath a burning sun, without a 
particle of covering to protect their parched and ulcerous 
skins from the maddening bite of the musquito ! We could 
only regret that we were not authorized to take them from 
theur inhuman masters, and give them once morel to their 
homes and liberty. — The general face of this coast is a kind 
of red sand-stone cliff, from sixty, to one hundred feet in 
height, parts of which are curiously excavated by the never- 
ceasing inroads of its boisterous assailout ; numerous caves 
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and fissures offer splendid accomodaticms to the various am- 
phibious monsters, that abound here. We firequently saw 
fires along the beach at night, probably with the intention of 
enticing us on shore, which is a very common custom on the 
east coast. The natives appear to live in a great measure 
upon fish, as a great many canoes were constantly seen near 
every village in the act of fishing. 

As we apjH'oached the Congo» the water for some distance 
was much diBColoiu*ed. This is caused by the body of that 
immense river tunning so fiir into the sea. We felt the ef- 
fects of it several miles before malting Cape Padron, which 
forms the southern entrance. When we hauled round the 
Cape, we found the current setting strcmg against us, which 
scarcely allowed of our making any way. Having tried in 
vain for some hours to get ahead, we were at length com- 
pelled to anchor, when we found the current viras running 
past us at the rate of about four miles an hour. 

On the following morning two boats were sent away, for 
the purpose of measuring a base line, and to procure sound- 
ings. The one in which I went proceeded towards Cape 
Padrou : as we came near the land, we saw several natives, 
who appeared greatly alarmed at our presence. We tried 
everjr means to give them confidence, but could not prevail 
upon them to approach, tearing we should seize and carry 
them ofi ; a species of depredation which is frequently prac- 
tised upon this coast both by the Portuguese and French. — 
Their plan is to go (m shore and mix with the natives, to 
whom they are apparently very generous, giving them in 
the first instance all kinds of trinkets and baubles ; when they 
imagine their suspicions are removed, they introduce spir- 
its, 'which they commerce drinking, and soon persuade their 
intended victims to join in their revelry. The effect upon 
their unaccustomed natures is speedy intoxication, when 
their treacherous friends entice them to their boats. Return- 
ing reason finds the once free savage groaning in chains, with 
a mind torn by recollections of those ties of nature and 
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affection, which are thus so violently and for ever broken ! 
Hundreds are in this manner annuaDy entrapped into per- 
petual exile and slavery ! 

We made another attempt to gain the entrance of the 
river ; but although a breeze was blowing sufficiently strong 
to send us five knots ahead, yet we lost ground at the rate 
of about three miles an hour. The pinnace, which had left 
the ship at the same time with me, was absent the whole 
night, in consequence of getting into a cun^ent at the mouth 
of the river, which carried her to the northward at the rate 
of about six knots an hour. On the following morning she 
contrived to reach the ship, all hands bieing in a state of 
great exhaustion, firom the constant labour to which they had 
been exposed. 

For four days we made numerous attempts to enter the riv- 
, er with the sea-breeze, and were as constantly drifted back 
to our startmg place. On the fifths the wind having increas- 
ed, we contrived to get within half a mile of ^ark Point, 
which forms the southern entrance, where we continued un- 
der all sail for several hours, during whicb time we did not 
get one inch ahead ; and, as the wind was falling, we were 
compelled, in order to keep what we had gauaed, to come 
to an anchor. On the following morning, afi the sea-breeze, 
set in strong, we got under aU sail, and in about six hours 
rounded Shark Point, where we fbund the water quite fresh ; 
then proceeded slowly up the river, sometimes within twenty 
jrards of the shore, in eight or nine fathoms. The width at 
the mouth is about three miles and a half, but it gets rapidly 
narrower upon ascending. A quarter of a mile off Shark 
Point we tried soundings with two hundred fiithoms line 
without finding any bottom. After passing this point, the 
coast on both banks is composed entirely of mangroves, with 
the exception of a few sandy bays up some of the numerous 
creeks on the south side of the river. Before coming to an 
anchor we observed a schooner lying about two miles higher 
up, imder Portuguese colou^rs, 
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In the evening, a boat was seen a short distance from the 
ship, with four black men in her ; upon being hailed, one of 
the party said they were going to Ealnnda, a distance of fortj 
miles. Immediately after angering, they begged permission 
to come on board, when we found, by a few mterrogatories, 
that she was a Portuguese boat sent by the above menti<Mied 
schooner for the purpose of discovering our character and 
intentions. It appeared that she was in great alarm respect- 
ing a pirate und^ Spanish colours, which had lately been 
committing devastations upon the slavers by coming up the 
river, when they had got a cargo, and robbing them of their 
slaves ; a species of piracy which, according to report, appear- 
ed by no means of uncommon occurrence upon this lawless 
coast It forms a strange anomaly, that these spoilers should 
thus again be subject to the attacks of others so soon as they 
have obtained their prize— like the ferocious hawk, prey- 
ing upon the smaller birds of the air— and immediately after- 
wards becoming himself a mouthful to the lordly eagle. 

On the following morning, as we were taking in wood and 
water, for which this is a very ccmvenient place, several ca- 
noes came off with numbers of inhabitants. The costume of 
these people was entirely that of our first parents, with the 
exception of some of the nobility, who have picked up an oc- 
casional jacket This they wear without any other gar- 
ment than the bunch of leaves or old piece of dungaiee round 
the middle. These are, perhaps, the most superstitious sav- 
ages to be met with, relymg almost entirely upon their charms 
for the success of every event of their lives. They are all 
abundantly supplied with them ; and if they find one will not 
produce the desired effect, they substitute another, untU the 
cjfect is prddibced ! These creatures thought we admired 
their mode of conducting the v»rays of Providence, and won- 
«red how "white man," who, they say, "is very big in all 
tmgs, no make Fete^h!" They are a fine race of blacks, but 
I believe very treacherous. Their strongest attachment ap- 
pears to be towards brandy, and I firmly believe any one of 
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thetn would sell bis whole g^neraticm for a single bottle of 
that stimulating cordial. Several of them speak broken En^ 
glish, which they have picked up from the trading-vessels 
touching here ; and they mentioned amongst other topics, the 
ill-fated expedition of Captaui Tuckey, in his Majesty's ship 
Ccmgo. 

Some of the chiefs, upcm coming on board, and having a lit^ 
tie brandy given them, seemed to consider it m the same light 
as the Arab, does his salt^ and insisted upon our firing a gun 
to let all around know that we were friends, and come, as 
they expressed it " to make trade ;" under the impression that 
we intended trafficking, for slaves. The gun appeared to be 
well understood ; for immediately afterwards numbers came 
on board. Their first request was always for a little bran- 
dy, which, if complied with, was sure to be followed by " a 
little more," until David's immortal sow would have been a 
sober brute by the side of theml When given to under- 
stand that we intended proceeding up the river upon the sea- 
breeze setting in, one of them stood forward and said, that 
he would immediately bring the wind for us, (having, I sup- 
pose, previously observed that it was coming,) and at the 
same time wished to know whether we should jMrefer a 
gentle breeze or a strong one ; having received- some descrip- 
ti<m of answer, he immediately mounted the poop, and took 
out one of his Feteiah, or charms. He then gave several loud 
blasts, throwing his arms about in the most violent manner; 
then paused for a few minutes, standing in the most ridicu- 
lous attitude, when he commenced expostulating warmly with 
Mi:. Feteish for not obeying his first commanda Hiis sto- 
ny-hearted hearer was not, however, to be bullied out of a 
breeze ; this our interceder determined to turn to his own 
advantage by requesting a little brandy to coax him into good- 
humour. Upon our indulging his whim, it was highly ri- 
diculous to see the vagabond take a mouthfiil, and go through 
all the motions of spitting it on his charm, taking at the same 
time the greater care not to expend more than one drop up- 
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on the obstinate Feteish ; who, in spite of this eloquence and 
liberality, would not exert himself in our cause. Having 
continued this mummery for some time, and finding no more 
brandy was to be obtained, he left off his incantations, with 
an assurance that the. breeze had been seht for, and would 
diortly be with us. Patience fortunately did more for us than 
the antics of the savage, and in an hour of two we obtained 
the requisite gale, when we proceeded up the soutiiem side of 
the river, to a place called Scotchman's Nose, a distance qf 
seventeen miles. 

Monkeys are extremely numerous at this place, each of 
the banks being a perfect colony of these intellectual brutes, 
who here shine in society by comparison with their human 
relatives. In many instances, I have seen more sagacity 
displayed by this animal, than the other natives of the woods 
whidh they inhabit ; they keep a day and ' night watch con- 
stantly on the look-out, who, immediately upon any stranger 
appearing in their domain, gives a signal to all friends and 
relations to be on the qui vive I When this ha&been given, it 
becomes a most difficult matter to see one, although they can 
be heard around in every direction, and an occasional pair of 
eyes, or bit of a tail may be seen peeping from behind some 
neighbouring branch or tree. Having the organ of " cfe- 
9tructivenes8*^ very prominent, I was induced upon^one occa- 
sion to shoot at an impertinent fellow, who, I could not help 
thinking, had been amusing himself at my -expense quite 
long enough, chattering on each-'side of me without my 
getting a glimpse of him during the whole of my wdlk. At 
one unlucky moment, he appeared before me with a most ma- 
licious grin upon his countenance, when I levelled my gun 
and fired : immediately* after the report, I thought all the 
Mnps Gf darkness were rebuking me for my cruelty, by the 
various discordant sounds which broke out on every side. 
When silence ensued, I heard gentle wailings of so 'pitiable 
a description, and so much like those of a human being, that 
it was some time before I could convince myself' I had not 
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t^ounded one of my boat* s crew. At first, I thought the un- 
fortunate little object of my aim had escaped from the &te 
which I had intended him, when, after a slight effort to re- 
tain his hold, 1 observed him fall to the earth from the bough 
on which he had* been perched. Upon going to the spot, I 
found the wounded animal moaning in the agonies c^ death 
with a iiand placed upon its bleeding side. When I ap- 
proached, it did not attempt to move, but fixed a large pair of 
eyes upon me with a look which I never shall forget, and, I 
thought pointed to the wound, as if to reproach me for the 
act. As the appeal came home to my feelings, and the poor 
little victim ot my cruelty appeared in great pain, I sent ano- 
ther ball into its head, to end at once its suffering, and then 
turned from the spot, leaving the lifeless little body with a 
determmation never again to amuse myself at the expense of 
humanitv. 

Wild parrots, and many other birds of beautiful plumage, 
are here found in great numbers, a few of which we procur- 
ed. 

Upon arriving at Scotchman's Nose, two boats were dis- 
patched ; myself in the gig to survey the southern shore, and 
Lieutenant Boteler in the pinnance to cape Palmeiro, which 
forms the northern entrance of the river. The breadth at 
Scotchman's Nose is not mote than one mile and a hal( with 
rather shallow water. As the weather was fine, and the 
Barracouta had dropped down with the stream for the pur- 
pose of taking soundings, at sunset I anchored my boat about 
two hundred yards off shore for the night, and in the morning 
continued the survey. We entered a small river to break&st, 
where we observed several canoes making for the opposite 
side, in evident fear at our approach ; they got quickly to 
land, and, leaving their boats on the beach, took to the bush, 
where they resisted all our attempts to draw them out On 
leavmg this river we met another of our boats, which had 
l)eeo sent to ^8(. me in the survey. 
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Going' on boaxd in the evening, I was much surprised to 
hear that the natives had attempted an attack upon Lieuten- 
ant Boteler and his crew, particularly as they are in general 
considered very docile and friendly -upon this coast. It ap- 
peared that when near Cape Palmeiro, the pinnace, whilst 
running along ^K)re, got into shoal water, and shortly af- 
terwards took the groimd, when they had some difficulty in 
getting oSi The inhabitants of a small creek just by, obserV" 
ing her so close m, and some apparent confusion existing, in> 
mediately took to their canoes, and in a few minutes about 
thirty of these, mustermg in all one hundred and twenty 
men, came round the point of the creek, pulling with great, 
velocity towards the boat; fortunately for her, she had by this 
time contrived to gain deeper water, as, when just within 
musket-shot, they set up a most horrid war-whoop, and dashed 
on nearly in a line towards the pinnace. Lieutenant Bote- 
ler by this time had no doubt of their hostile intentions, and 
desired his men to fire a volley of musketry over their heads, 
as a kind of notice to quit ; this, however produced no effect, 
and they still continued pulling on, upon which he fired ano- 
ther volley ; this producing no more efiect than the former, 
and as his small party, only twelve men, would have had no 
chance ut close quarters against their numbers, he ordered a 
long one^pounder to be fired at them ; this appeared to aston- 
ish the natives amazingly, and' they began, quickly to.dis- 
perse, a few only continuing their course ; but a musquet 
or two soon produced the same eflTect upon them. . To secure 
their retreat and prevent a rally, the long gun was again fired 
amongst them by way of farewell, which intimidated them 
effectually, so they all pulled towards the shore with the ut- 
most speed. It was fortunate they were so easDy disheart- 
ened, as, had they got alongside, their increasing numbers 
mu^ ultimately have overcome the boat's crew, and a gen- 
eral massacre would have been the consequence. As neither 
their Morning Post nor OazeUe ever mentioned the loss 
BOBtained, we had no opportunity of learning what execu- 
tion our guns did amongst these hostile savages ; but as our 
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men were well practised in the use of their arms, they no 
doubt got a lesson which may prove serviceable to European 
ships visiting tMs coast in future. In justice to our com- 
manders, I jnust here state, that we had the most positive 
orders never to fire a shot at the natives, unless the most 
urgent necessity required it This principle of humanity 
was strictly attended to; and I feel confident in stating, that 
during our constant mtercourse with these ignorant and gen- 
erally treacherous savages, not one drop of blood was slied 
which was not justified by self-preservation. 

Numerous islands are seen constantly floating down the 
Congo, some of which have rathei a picturesque appear- 
ance. They are formed by mangrove bushes and other loose 
trees, which collect upon the banks, and are then carried 
away by the rush of water, generally takes place after heavy 
rains. The inhabitants of the upper part of the river make 
use of these by fastening their canoes to them, when they gain 
an easy and expeditious passage down, at the rate of six or 
seven miles an hour. Vessels on this coast are frequently de- 
ceived with regard to their situation by these apparent 
islands, which sometimes drift a long way to seaward, at the 
same time that they serve as guides to those who are ac- 
quainted with their situation, and from whence they come. 

It is extremely difficult to get any provisions at this part 
of the river, the natives are in so miserable a state of pover- 
ty ; if you can persuade them to procure some, two or three 
days must elapse before they can be obtamed. The princi- 
pal rendezvous of slavers is a place* named Talltreee, situated 
about forty miles up this river. 
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' CHAPTER III. ^ 

Departure from the Congo. Bay of Kahinda. Treachery 
of some of the black tribes, Mayumba. Camina, Cupe 
Lopez. Aspect qf the coast, African notions of personal 
charms. Frenchmen at Feteesh Town. Ludicrous inter* 
view mith a native king. Local respect Jbr monkeys* 
^Survey qf the river Ndzareth* Instdnces of thievery, and 
(their punishment 

Havino- accomplislied the principal objfect of our coming into 
the river Congo, which "was to procure wood, water, and such 
fresh provisions as could be met with, on the fo.urth day we 
weighed anchor, and continued our course to the northward ; 
but as the wind^was too light to admit of our making mucji 
progress, we sent the pinnace in-^hore to survey." The coun- 
try, from the Congo to Kabinda is particularly fertile, and has 
a most luxuriant appearance, with, I should imagine, a large 
population, as we observed numerous canoes fishing. In the 
evening of the second day from our leaving the Congo we an- 
chored -off Kabinda, and on the following morning got into 
the bay with the sea-breeze. This is a small but very good 
harbour for moderate sized vessels, being one mile and a half 
in length, with about five fathoms water in the deepest part 
Situated at the head of the bay is a large town,* where the 
king resides. The huts here are well built and capacious, and 
we found the natives very desirous of " making trade." The 

* Wben a tuwni? spoken of in this Journal ns being targe, the reader must 
not picture 10 bis imagination a city of streeia, (squares, and palaces, but ft 
few rudely.formed huts, projected by necessity, and constructed by ins^tinct, 
anaasisted by art ; yet In ft country where the niost important is not lartrr 
tban a European village sucli ft distinction serves in some meftsure as a guidt 
to ilieir relative sizes* 
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sarroundipg Country, as seen from the anchorage, appeared in 
a high state of cultivation ; bat whether the soU is indebted 
to the inhabitants, or Nature, we could not determine. The 
latter is whimsically prolific on some parts of this coast, 
while at others her sterile frown withers erery bud of v^e- 
t8.tion as it riioots forth. We weri^ here told many instances 
of trisachery practised by the tribes oa the northern shore of 
the Congo. They were represented as watching every oppor- 
tunity to attack the Portuguese boats, when, in esse of tfaehr 
succeeding, they Use their prisoners in the most inhuman .man- 
ner, torturing the un&riunate whites, and nltinu^ly burn- 
ing them ; while the blacks are preserved to be sold as slaves. 
We found five vessels at anchor in the harbour ; and as the 
principal traffic of the place is in slaves, we hadiittle doobi 
of their intentions, in spite of their vehement assertions that 
ivpry was the isole object of their desires. In &ct, had we 
believed one half the vows and protestations made by the vari- 
ous masters of traders upon this coast, we and the poor 
elephants would have had enough to do ; for the vilest slaver 
that plods his blood-stained^waj^'" along these seas, will swear 
to you by iall the numerous saints and sinners the Catholic 
calendar can boast of, that he cpmes for iVory, and "be- 
cause it is a pleasant cruise from the Brazils,*^ as one fellow 
had the impudence to tell me, without stirring a muscle of 
his cut-throat, Portuguese-looking coimtenance. I feel confi- 
dent, that if but one^third of the vessels got any supply which 



* This must Aot be considered a mere figure of speech', as an eztr»ordinary 
sagacity in the eharlc renders it a borrilHe reality. These destructive nioft 
stera iippear to know the varso which the ves^l is iVeighted with, and are 
constantly in attendance during their eodnie, looking out with the voracity 
to juftly attributed tothein> fbc. their dally meal; nay, I have heard many, 
who Were likely to be well acquainted In such n^atters, rate, that they lind 
nota^oubtbut that freqaemiy the name sharks have followed Blave«sbtp« 
the whole of their voyage from Africa to the Brazils: and, as seldom many 
hours passed without a fresh bait to entice them, ibis is not at all improbable. 
Their meal is provided by tiie sufferings of hnman nature overcoming the forti- 
tide of despair; when the miserably victim siniiB beneath the accumulated 
load of woes and disease, to regain his liberty by the hand of death t The 
ypog is then thrown overboard to the expecting shark, who, te he greedll|t 
carries off his proy, leayes a slight eddy, tinged- with blood, to mark his 
course. This is the tomb of many thousand slaves !— their only reqaiem the 
rolling billow and the bowling wind— their only sepulchre the monster's 
Jawsl 
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profess bemg in the ivoty trade,' not a tooth weald be left in 
the head of any ele^rfiant or hippopotamus upcm the coast! 

SeFeral canoes came alongside with stoc^ which met with 
a ready sale at moderate prices : for an old calico shirt or 
pocket-handkerchief we procured- a pair of large fowls, and 
sweet pototoes enough for a week. The natives were very 
desirous of procuring tobacco ; but as our crew were not over- 
stocked we did not barter much in that article. Parrots are 
very numerous here, enlivening the woods with the most 
sbriM and discordant Jtoisek / 

The boats having JBurvejed the wMe of this harbour in 
the course of a day, we proceeded along ^ coast, which 
continued to bear the most fortile a^^earance, terminated by 
high red clifls seen in the distance. Just before making Loan- 
go Bay, we passed several small villages, and the country be- 
came very low and woody. Observing an English ^hooner at 
anchor 4ip the bay, we hauled in for her, and sent a boat oa 
board, which shortly returned with the master. She proved 
to be a vessel &om Liverpool, had been on the coast fifteen 
mcmths, realfy trading^ for ivory, and had succeeded in pro 
coring ten. tons, ^This bay is about two miles and a half in 
de|ftk, aadaffinrds good anchorage, but we were led to believe 
its diores very thinly inhabited, as not a single canoe came off 
with stock. We continued our course^ sur^ying along ebas^ 
and coming-to ni night, until we made Point Matoote, which 
forms the southern extremity of Mayumba Bay. Just off this 
place diere is a most dangerous ridge of rocks, partly visible 
above water, with a channel of three fathoms and a half be- 
tween it and the PoiAt ; but it i^ adyi^ble to avoid it entirely, 
if possible, by going outside. Mayumba wad formerly a place of 
orach trade, but is noisr in a wrectbed'state of povwty wad dila^ 
pidation. The prdbable cause of this is the wichorage not b> 
jftg good, as a heavy swell generally sets in when the wind 
blows (m shore; in consequence <^ their being no shelter, un>* 
less by lying dose in upon the southern side of the bay, which 
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for many reaeons is not advisable. We now came upon a very 
Oat swampy coast, passing tbe^Sette, a small river v^ith a bai 
at its eijtrance, and numerous small creeks covered on each 
side with thick jungle, which almost gave us the fever to look 
at, so humid and pestiferous did they appear. We next came* 
to ofiF Camina, a small bight, with a town of tbe same name, 
where several canoes came alongside with stock. These wreie 
tlie first we met with rowing oars instead of paddles : they 
mtrodueed themselves by asking if we came to traffic in 
slaves, and expressed mlich astonishment and diseatisfection 
upon being informed that such was ncjt our object 

The following mornuig we again weighed, and passed a 
very low sandy country, with numerous small creeks, ap- 
parently forming wo6dy islands in the interior. The next place 
we made ^as Cape Lq>ez, whi<^ we hauled round, and then 
ciame to, it being nearly dark* At day-light the following 
morning, we sent boats away 6urveying> and to cut wood ; 
they met with many large herds of buflaloes, but very wild 
and shy. The Doctor CMitrived, however, to shoot one, which, 
being in high perfection, proved a great acquisition to our 
fresh stoc^ Some of the party brpught on board various 
specimens of beautiful sheik, which had been picked up oh 
the beach ; fish and turtle wete idso. found very abundant at 
this part of the bay. During the night we had a' storm, ac* 
companied with the most vivid and terrific thunder and light- 
ning. . -J 

In the morning we stood across the bay ; when About five 
miles and a half from the Cape, we met with a very danger- 
ous shoal, extending nearly two leagues seaward from Prince's 
Point, some parts of which can be distinguished by a ripple : 
between this tnd the Cape the water is very deep, with a mud- 
dy bottom. When we hauled rpund tlus shoal, we observed a 
brig at anchor^ and shortly a^rwards a small schooner. As 
we contmued beating up to the head of the bay against a 
strong tide, all the boats were dispatched to survey. I took 
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^. the pinoaceaod-went on the eastern coast, but a heavy rain 

,. prevented my loakmg much progress. We passed several 

/. liippopotami, considertLbly larger than those we had generally 

^ seen: Finding the rain Continue, I made -^e boat snug £>r 

^ tlie night, 1[taking every precaution to keep out the torrent 

wHich came down with'~ soaking violence,) and succeeded 

so far as only to find my ni^t-cap quite wet upon awaking in 

, the nuvning, my head having, it appeared, occupied the only 

"Spot through Which a drop had penetrated. Having fortified 

the inwdrd man, we commenood our 'work, and in the course 

of the day were enabled, with the assistance of a fresh breeze^ 

, to compjet^nearlf thirteen miles of coast This side of the 

^ t>ay . is one oontiBued mangrove, wi6i the exception of about 

three quarters of a mile, consisiting of a saajdy beach. These 

mangroves bear the most feverish^looking aspect it lis possible 

I to conceive, and are the general boundary of all rivers upon 
i this part of the coast Their being composed entirely of mud 
[]. prevents the possibility of any landing being efiected in the 
i neighbourhood ; ^ley ure the resort of every disgusting and 
,1: venomous insect and reptile— 

^ ** With all Uie infections that the sun sucks up 

^'- From bog!?, fens, flats, '■ T' ^ 

i- . ^ ' .■ ' . . ■ 

^. The efiiuvmm from th^e pestilential marshes, .when ^ the burn«> 
j[. ing>sun has been upon tl^m for a few hours^ is of the most re- 
voltmg^ nature, being an esshalation &om dl the filth which 
has accumulated for centuries in the river, and here under- 
re goes the gradual process of decomposition. They are ih©^ dread 
?i of Europeans, aad to us, who had frequently to sleep in boats 
e'i fi>r many nights together, surrounded by themon all«ides, they 
e proved very fatal; seldom were! we fortunate enough to escape 
^ from fever, pt other sad memento to remind us of their dead- 

I I ly influence. 

Towards sun-eel, I anchored for the night off the town, 
which is called Fetcedh Town, situated just by the before 
mentioned small «andy beach : while running down for this 
spot, we found a brig at anchor, and were informed that 43he 
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was French, trading for ivorj (doubtless bUick,y^aiA tortoise* 
Bhell. Upon coming-to pff the town, we observed several 
people waving handkerchiefs : this being.an article of civilisa- 
tion not yet known amongst the natives, nay, not even the 
receptacle from which it receives its pre-nojmen, I concluded 
the proprietors must be of European extraction; How strange 
that such a conclusion was inevitable ! Is it not also strange 
that Nature, when she made noses, omitted to make -pocket 
handkerchief 1 She surely must have thought we ^ould do 
without them, or she would at least have made pockets. ^The 
inference was about as flattering to . our enlightened nasal 
organs, as that of the traveller who was delighted at seeing a 
man upon a gibbet, because it convinced^ him that he was in a 
civilised country : ao we hailed thepocket-handkerchiefeas an 
emblem of civilisation. But the most satisfactory conclusion 
we can come to is, that white, or cultivated noses, require 
more attention than the Uack, unsophisticated probosces of 
rude uncultivated nature ! . - 

These cogitations induced me to heist an ensign, upon 
which a canoe came off with a Frenchman in her, who stated, 
upon coming alongside, that he belonged to the brig before 
mentioned, and, on getting into my boat, farther informed me, 
that the natives had insisted on his coming off to discover our 
character and intentions, as they were greatly afraid we were 
pirates. Seeing a large boat well manned with whhe faces 
was certainly enough to raise their suspicions, however little 
we might feel it as a compliment Many things combine in this 
country to deprive ft man of his vanity, and make him almost 
wish to possess the perfections so much prized'in the land he 
is in. Some of our handsome fellows in their own caaceitf 
including myself, were much wonder-struck at finding that 
Nature had not one staniaird of beauty for all the world. I 
used to consider myself an uncommonly good-looking fellow ! 
and, when walkmg down Bond-street upon half-pay, counted 
on numerous con<][uests en passant ; but when we arriveJ 
on this tasteless coast, I could produce no effect upcm the 
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Venuses of Hottentot; their black hearts, hard as the fore- 
head of Satan, resisted the light darts of a northern Cupid ; 
oach charm here lost its power: iips, formed lil^e the urchin's 
bow, and red as melting cherries, were eclipsed by the letter- 
box poaters of the native Adonises ; th^ nose of sculptured 
beauty gave place to the bisected baking-pear; while the hair 
of glossy brightness lost every charm when pgt in competi*» 
ticxi witk the roasted, wodl-looking stuff on the head of tl^eir 
beauXi ^Viis was another attack upon our vanity ; because 
our £ices were white, these discerjning natives thought we 
must be thieves ! 'Well, to continue. 

The Frenchman having convinced himself of our honesty 
^iid peaceful intentions, went on shore and reported to that 
effect; this, 1 afterwards learnt, gave great satisfiiction to the 
hearers. Having received an invitation from my visitor to 
come and see him, I went on shore in the evening, pre vipusly 
taking every precaution to guard against any attack, which 
the treacherous character of the natives upon this coast al- 
ways rendered probable ; for, with every appearance of friend- 
diip and good-will, they are sometimes watching a favourable 
opportunity lo knock you on the head for the sake of your 
buttons and scalp. Upon our landing, and having sent the 
boat from the beaCh, several, people came from the bush, who, 
I have no doubt, .were stationed there in order to make obser- 
vations upon our conduct. These fellows, seeing only one man 
leave the boat besides myself, concluded we had not any hos- 
tile intentions, andT so came forward and joined us, shaking 
hands in the most cordial manner ; they then led me to the 
house of my friend the Frenchman, which was a native hut 
provided for hun by the l^ng; and as most of these habita- 
tions were very well built, and spacious, he was pretty com- 
fortably lodged. Upon entering,! found four other Frenchmen, 
belonging to the brig, with my introducer, all of whom said 
they con&idered themselves as perfectly safe on shore, the 
natives being extremely docile and friendly. But I was led 
to imagine this civility lasted just so long as they could g«t 
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any thing by th^ir visitors ; and I was farther ccmvinced of this 
by the very feniiliar mannet in which they helped themselves: 
any one of these polite vagabonds would walk ^i wiliiout the 
least ceremony, and pour himself out a tumbler of brandy, or 
whatever else happened to be upon the table ; then leave the 
hut, without expressing a sound or sign of thanks for the hon- 
our he did himself; and, as the Frenchmen did liot consider it 
politic to interfere, they had plenty of visitors. Some df the 
natives understand a little English, whith they have acquired 
from an intercourse with our traders, many pi whom make 
annual calls here to obtain ivory -and patm-oU {say slaves.^ 

About ten o'clock I left ihe Frenchmen, and took a walk 
into the town, surrounded by an immense concourse of the 
inhabitaiits ; some requesting .me to sleep at their houses, oth- 
ers to^ome and drmk,-many begging for presents, and a few 
offering them^ Amidst this tiirhulent crew, who became at last 
rather Aoif-^e««ivc, I could not observe much, an^ in fact con- 
sidered it advisable to be off, and and therefore directed my 
steps as quickly as possible^ towards the beach, Which I had 
some difficulty in reaching. I found thfe boat lying 9, little way 
from the shore, waiting my artival ; upon her landing, all the 
natives stood some distance back, but, inimediately the oars 
were out, they came runnmg to the water's edge, calling in 
numerous different keys, and modes of expression, to beg I 
would come on shore again; amongst this variety' of sounds, 
one voice above the rest said, in good En|^lish, and rather a 
sepulchral tone — *'If you don't come on shore in the morning, 
we will come off ind murder you all !" , This friendly notice 
did not cause me much uneasiness, such threats seldom being 
fnade when it is intended to execute them ; Itherefore condd- 
ered it as merely designed to alarm us, and determined to 
make farther inquiry ^s to the author, it appearing quite evi- 
dent that none but an English tongue could pbssibly have given 
so good a pronunciation. I accordingly went on shore the Qext 
day to breakfast : upon my landing, a vast number of the in- 
habitants-were on the beach, waiting my arrival, many with 
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fowls, tortoise-shell, sweet potatoes^ &c. for. sale, and ojhers 
merely to gratify their curiosity, which feeling we found to be 
as prevalent in the wilds of Africa, as all know it to be amongst 
the enlightened sons and daughters of Europe. I purchased 
a pair of beauliful grey parrots, for a yard or two of coarse 
calico ; and a couple of hippopbtanms's teeth, for another fath- 
om of the same stuff. 

. Afler brealsfasti I went with my friend the Frenchman, to 
pay a visit to the king, who resides in a part . of the town 
walled in fbr^his seraglio and household. Having arrived at 
the palacej ^we had to mount a rudely-constructed ladder, 
which required great care in handling to avoid a precipitate 
retreat; vye - were then ushered into a spacious levee-room 
very neatly built of plank, the walls being partly covered 
with pieces of looking glass, and numerous pictures and 
prints, mo^t of which were turned upside down ! He also 
possessed several chairs of European manufacture : these 
costty articles were held in great estimation, and were the 
envy of surrounding princes I They had been given to him as 
a kind of bonus,, previously to cotnmencing traffic, by the mas- 
ters of slave and other traders, he having in his royal will 
established it as a law, that no " captain of any vessel shall 
trade, until he has paid an introductory or retaming fee !" 
After waiting in this room a few minutes, his majesty enter- 
ed — without a flourish of trumpets ! His royal niggership ap- 
peared verging on sixty, extreinely stout, and suffering great- 
ly from elephantiasis, each of his legs being the size of a 
moderate man's body. The whimsicality of his costume pro- 
ducedi I fear an evident commotion in my risible fee ul ties, 
which I was apprehensive might hurt the royal feelings : 
it was composed of a long coarse robe, or piece of cloth, 
which, after the manner of the cobler's stall, served hipQ for 
jacket, for waistcoat, for trowsers and every thing. This gar- 
ment of many occupations was wrapped loosely round his 
corpulent figure, with his bare arms hanging outside; having 
forced their way out by means of a couple of slits in the cloth \ 
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alee^ves being too great an ^fibrt of ingenuity for the tail(»rs of 
Feteesh Town. Through an occasional .opening might be 
observed a sad lack of Irish, or if nny existed, it was of the 
same texture and complexion as his face. The majestic head 
was partly covered by an old bcbwn beaver hat, with a portion 
of the rim hanging over one ear, and the front strangely dis- 
torted, the hat being squeezed on to a, head about twice as 
large as it was originally intended fi>r. His royal feet were 
destitutepfany covering whatever, he not having yet added 
a pair of shoes to his Yegalia. This was the whole of his 
gear, and most probably his \vardrobe ; the unnatural pro- 
portion of his limbs having prevented him from dazzling our 
sight by the ^lendour of his crown jewels, ~ we therefore 
saw h'un ,au naturel! It was highly ridiculous to see his 
eflbrte at dignity, which certainly teiminated in amodt ludlc 
rous failure; and from this I am strongly led to suspect that 
nature, at least bfack nature, is nqt dignified in her unadorned 
or primitive state. But, to . contin u e a description Of piir inter- 
view, his majesty very graciously shook me by the hand, and 
then conducted me to the head of the room, where seating 
himself he desired an attendant to bring me a chair, which 
being done, a short pause ensued as usual, when he commenc- 
4ed by asking through an interpreter, "wliat news there wa? 
abroad]" This was uttered in a very mild, friendly tone as if 
about entering upon a long conversation. I must confess this 
general question rather puzzled me at first ; but, feeling con- 
fident that the inquirer did not Icnow Prance from Atrierica, 
I andwered in the first words that came, to the eflfect that 
nothing new had transpired since iHoQ Dutch hadi taken Hol- 
land ! He i^peared much pleased with this answer, and, 1 
have no doubt, thought I toc^ him for a very well-infbfmed 
erudite king, as he was evidently gratified at having asked ^i 
qiiestion that admitted ofa reply ; and, like "a wise general, he 
said no more, lest he should lose the laurels he' liad* gained. 
I now opened my business, by first requiring^ an explanation of 
the threat- that had been held 0ut on the " preceding evening, 
which his majesty expressed much surprise and auger at The 
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interpreter informed ua that he had no doubt thisobservatioii 
was made, in order to alarm us, by a white boy, who ha4 
been living in the town for about seyen yeai:^4uid gave me to 
understand I might see him at the house of a Ca^ain Brandy. 
Having been satisfied upcHi.this point, I next stated my expec- 
tations of the ship's arrival in tne afternoon, when most proba> 
bly the captain would pay his most gracious majesty a visit 
He observed in answer to this, that he i^ould be very happy to 
see him. and would supply us with^my thing he might, require, 
and the place afibrded. Here our conference ended; and, having 
agam shaken hands, we descended the ladder. This kingly 
personage, is, it appears, a great ^bon vivarU, «^d drinks bran- 
^yi by tumblers-ful], with as much satisfiicticm as any young 
lady sips her toast and water. He is also possessed of about 
three hundred wives, with nearly as many etceteras^ some 
of whom« report said, were very fine women, but report here 
is black, B.nd as thick lips and fiat hoses are the fashion in this 
part of the world, my curiosity was not sufficiently excited to 
induce me to jisk niy head, in order to obtain a peep at the 
dismal beauties of bis harem. I had no other opportunity of 
judging, as only one antiquated nigger lady,— black, and diin- 
ing as jet,-^eBtered during my audience, and who, I after- 
wardsleamed, was the eldest of his fair stock of frail ones. 
The government of this despot is of the most arbitrary nature, 
and he takes off heads for the most trifling oflfenoes ; nay, I 
was in&rmed that, when in the humour, lie is not very par- 
Ucular whether the unfortunate victim has committed any. 
He has one very striking peculiarity for majesty, which is, a 
great delight in performing with his own hand, the part of 
executioner;* whether thisarises/rom principles of economy, 
or a natural taste for such refined amusements, I am not able 
to determine, but this kingly Jackf Ketch treiquently decapi- 
tates half a dozen of his loving . subjects .before break&st 

•This in a country where the expenses of tlie f tnte call for refi^nchment, 
wonld be a gteat atnhual saving, worthy the attention of a ctnain calculat- 
>ttg Member tf Fulgur FraeticnM. whose eloquence and talents have found 
their level in an accurate knowledge of subtraction and iifxin whom it is le- 
Mrt ved to confer tbt- rather -bamorous de|ree of L. & D.J . . 
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His sway extends over a very large territory, which produces a 
great quantity of ivory, tortoise-ftheH, and every description 
of tropical fniit - 

The town is situated on the right entrance of the river 
%tzarethy and contains ahout three > hundred houses, neatly 
built of cane ; tiie inhabitants are all armed with either a 
spear^ or musket, which latter they obtain from the traders, 
and much value. Buffaloes are very numerous in the neigh- 
bourhood, together with elephants, lions, tigers, and other wild 
beasts, wbile the bay abounds with fish, and its shores. with 
with birds of beautiful plumage. 

I had the white boy mentioned to me by the interpreter, 
brought to me at the house of the Frehchmaft ; he appeared 
about fourteen years of age, and was born of English pa- 
rents. The account g:iven by himself was "that he had 
come out in a merchant-ship, where he was very badly treat- 
ed ; this induced him to run away, and, getting into the 
woods, he reihaihed there until the vessel left, he then came 
into the town and told. his story to the king, who put him 
under the care of a Captain Brandy, by whom, isus well as by 
the rest of the natives, he had been, and still was, treated 
with the greatest kindness." He spoke^the native language, 
and, had in fact, assumed th^ dress and manners of the inhab- 
itants in every particular, having like them no covering, but a 
small piece of cloth fastened round the loins. I tried to per- 
€uade him to come on board, and return to England, but 
without success, as nothing would induce him to leave 
these people, who had treated him so kindly. 

Having had my gun brought on shore, I walked into the 
woods, with dozens of the natives at my heels, to see -if I 
could procure some rara avis, as an addendum to my hi^m- 
ble boat fare ; but having beat about for some hours without 
any success, I steered my course towards- the boat On 
nay way — disappointment having, I suppose, made me pugna- 
eious-^I saw several monkeys, who all commenced chatter* 
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lag in the most provoking manner, as if in derision of my 
empty game-bag ; I bore it for some time like a i^iloeopber, 
but at length losing all patience, and having forgotten my 
former reeorations about humanity, monkeys, &c. I raised my 
gun in order to pepper one young rascal, who, I fancied, was 
pursuing me with his impertinence ; and, in the malice of my 
heart, I had rescd yed to have the fellow hushed, and eat him 
out of revenge. Just as I was about to pull, one of the na- 
tives knocked down my arm, begging at the same time, that 
I would not fire, and saymg^ ^ No shoot I dat me God, dat me 
Feteesh T' — ^This saved master pog fix>m mixing in the socie- 
ty of pickled walnuts, and me from partaking of hashed 
monkey. I afterwards learnt that these people worship this 
animal, as one oi their principal Feteesh^ and trust great- 
ly to it in any matter relating to life or death ; the conse- 
quence of this respect being paid them is, that they lose &11 
fear, and« never meeting with injury from mankind, are 
much inore domesticated . than those which are subject to 
their cruelties. Upon my return to town, after shaking hands 
with about 200 of the natives, a work of some time, I contrived 
to reach my boat, and shortly afterwards perceived the Barrap 
couta standing down ; I therefore got under weigh and in 
about three hours arrived on board. 

The following morning Captain Vidal went on shore to vis- 
it the king ; upon his return we made sail, and stood across 
the bay towards Cape Lopez : the wood is very thick near this 
Cape, but the trees mostly deciduous, on account of the 
swampy joil in which they grow ; this induces me to think 
the coimtry about here is very unhealthy, but the natives 
<:ontradict it We sent a party brooming, and another to cut 
wood, for which this place is particularly convenient Vari- 
ous, beautiful shells were picked up by several ot the peo- 
j^e employed on shore : and one of our young gentlemen ob- 
served a laige alligator. The entomologist would find much 
at this place to attract his attention, but. our short stay allow- 
ed no time for collecting. The principal object of our again 

4. 
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irisiting this Cape was to accoinplish some necessajfy obsertra* 
lions ; which having done, we again stood over towards the 
town, and anchored near the French tag; ahout four miles 
from the shore. We sent boats away to survey the riv- 
er Nazareth, which runs through a very fertile country, and 
empties itself into this bay near Feteesh Town. A boat was 
also sent on ^ore to obtain stockl ' One of the crew produced 
a knife before the natives, tiiat appeared to strike their 
fancy immediately. The man tiered it for some fowls, up* 
on which it was handed over for examination, when they 
Commenced passing it from one to the other with rather sus* 
picious quickness, and suddenly a^ fellow frcnn ^e^mobstar* 
ted into the bushes* Jack, not seeing his kn£fe, suspected 
instantly that he had carried it off, so without any hesitatiod 
gave chase, and after a short time returned leading the cul- 
prit by the ear, (which he called coUaring,} with the stolen 
property in his hand. First, giving him a short lecture on 
the hnpropriety of bis conduct, which was like throwing 
pearls to swine, he next deprived him of the knife and then 
commenced hammering his thick hide with a hearer good 
will, until he was tired, when he allowed him to depart, ap- 
parently not much blacker than When first caught This 
wholesome correction was a salutary lesson to the others ; 
and this was not the first occasion upon which we found a 
rogue amongst honest men : the following mstance in par- 
ticular came under my own observation. Whilst in Delagoa 
Bay, oh the east coast, numbers of the natives would come 
on board daily, and form a regular market, bringing all de- 
scriptions of stock, which they bartered with the crew, when 
we sometimes had above a hundred on board at the same 
time. Upon one occasion, as a canoe was leaving us, crowd- 
ed with natives gohig on Ehore, some of their countrymen 
were looking over the ship^ side at them, one of these spec- 
tators whilst speaking to a friend in the canoe, observed 
something bright in the tye* <rf"another ; he instantly de* 
scended to the boat, and very soon had a fellow handed on 

* Tye^Ui« pitee of dotb worn roun^ th« watet it m ealled|. 



JOVRRAL OV AK OFFICER^ &C. 4^ 

board, upon whom he found a part of the copper hinnack 
}amp, which had heen lying somewhere near the compass^ 
box ; the whole of the pec^le from the canoe immediately re» 
turned, and about sixty of them fell upaa the culprit with any 
thing that came to hand, and wotQd very soon have dispatched 
him to the other world, or rendered him of no use in this had 
not Captain Owen hnmanelj interfered to Btop their de0» 
perate castigatioo. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Progress nerthward. Sandy Point. Cape Clara. The 
river Gaboon, Reflections at sight of the English flag. 
King Glass Town and its natives, A miserable i'n^ 
stance of human suffering. Cape Esteiras. Corisco Bay 
and Islands, Tobacco at a premium ! The Piver Moon- 
dah, Musquito Islands, Detached service of track sur-^ 
veying in a boat. Suppression of hostile intentions. Pre- 
cautions as to anchoring on a suspicious coast, A tragic 
episode. Instance of Portuguese treachery and cru* 
elty. 

Hating completed our survey of this harbour, (Port Lopez,) 
and made some necessary repairs, we proceeded to the north- 
ward. The coast for a c<»«derable distance from the Cape 
is extrqpiely fertile, but apparently has not many inhabitants* 
as we only, observed two small villages along shore for many 
miles. As we a^^roached Sandy Point, the country became 
very low and thickly wooded to the water's edge, the inte* 
rior rising gradually to rich fertile hills* Sandy Point or 
Comer forms the southern entrance to the river Gaboon, oflT 
which place the sea is cinastdntly bubbling and agitated in 
consequence c^ the i^Kxilness of the water, and the, bottom' be- 
ing very fouL Having rounded this comer, we^made Cape 
Clara, which forms the northern point of the river, and short- 
ly after came-to, when a boat of European structure came 
alongside, but the head man was so thoroughly drunk, we 
could obtain no information from him : it appeared they were 
on their way to Cape Lopez, and that the boat had fonn^rly 
belonged to a Portuguese vessel, whose crew had been mur* 
dered some where in this neighbourhood. 
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On the following day, we ^ent two boats away ior the pur- 
pose of sounding the entrance to the river, while the ship 
stood across to the westward ; but the sea breeze, iaUing, com- 
pelled us shortly to anchor, when w^ observed two Spanish 
brigs lying a little higher up on the southern diore. In the 
morning, some large canoes with natives came on board, who 
brought a yery seasonable supply of poultry and vegetables. 
Upon the sea breeze setting in we got under weigh, and, en- 
tering the river, observed the two brigs standing out under 
all sail : we afterwards heard they had been trading for . 
slaves,^ and quitted immediately upon our approach, fearing 
we might deprive them of their illicit cargo. As we were 
proceeding up the river to Parrot Island, we pas^ an Eng- 
lish brig at anchor. Those who have never beheld our na- 
tional colours floating proudly in the breeze, fer from their 
native gales, cannot conceive the mingled feeling of pride 
and pleasure with which it fills the bosom : to see that flag 
— the envy and terror of the world — receiving homage and 
respect from every nation of the universe, is a sight that 
makes the Briton proud of his coimtry, and boastful of her 
feme : even the savage Afirican pays the respect of fear to 
that well known emblem of the ocean's queen ; he has lea^rnt 
that honour, courage, and integrity, are always found beneath 
the staff which -supports it Let none, therefore, who were 
bom under its protecting shade, forget what they owe the soil 
where it was first plmted ; fbr the shield, of Britannia coveis 
her sons wherever fate or Inclination may lead them ; and the 
best safeguard a man possesses in a foreign country is the name 
^—Englishman!!- But, to return firom this national di- 
gression. 

On the morning of the following day, several canoes came 
on board to barter. These people were from a town situated 
on the north side of ^ the river, called King Glass Town; 
they appeared extremely docile and Very desirous of making 
trade with the English; a character quite opposite to that 
which report had given them, or Tather the jealousy of their 
A^ghbourp to the southward ; in fact many of them had certi* 
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ficateB fnHn different masters of vesBels, both EDglish and 
Portuguese, wherein they mentioned having ieft with them 
articles of barter to a Very large amount, which on their 
return were faithfully given up or accounted for; and, as they 
have ^reat intercourse with our traders, many of them speak 
English with sontie fluency. We anchored near the brig 
which lay just ofl" the town, where the British colours were 
hoisted — they having procured an ensign from some vessel, 
and not being particular: — num^us canoes immediately 
came on board, well stocked with fruit, fowls, &c. and through 
the master of the brig, who possessed some influence, we ob- 
tained a quantity of goats and vegetables, which are, other- 
wise, very difficult to procure in consequence of their scarci- 
ty. During the day, a man employed in tiie "watering party 
lost a shirt that he had been washing, and had kid out to 
dry, and which^he sus{^cted to have been stolen by one of the 
natives. Upon the officer informing the king of this, he im- 
mediately had a consultation with his Peteesh, and by its 
assistance, as he mformed us, the man was shortly discover- 
ed with the stolen article in his possession : his majesty 
gave orders' for him to be publicly whipped, aft^r which 
the shirt was returned. 

The ladies came on board in ^freat numbers, never hav- 
ing seen ^ a man-of-war ship,*' as they ejq>ressed it, before. — 
These women are poiiseBsed of much natural grace and beau- 
ty (noires,) with, in some instances, shapes tiiat would make 
the Venus de Medicis blush at her own deformity : every fa- 
cility was given to form a correct idea of their symmetry, as 
the everlasting &shion amongst the ladies of King Glass 
Town has been founded upon the oft quoted passage, that 

•* Beauty 

Nfedfl not the foreign aid of ornament ; 
'But is, when unadorned, adom*d tb? most !** 

What a whimsical young gentleman that liOve is ! and how 
unfairly he is charged; with directing his darts only at the 
heart of his victims : could we, as the Iridunan says, but have 
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teen these beauties in the dark, miuiyi^ us would hftve been 
Bobdued by their tender bkndishments ; but the eye resisted 
the wellHshot arrows of their sable Gupid, and as that is at 
least the higli road to the lieart, he gave it np in despair. 
Polygamy is here allowed at discretion, and his majesty is 
considered extremely moderate, as he only possesses .^y law* 
ful wives. The king's name is Qua Ben ; and he appears a 
very popular monarch, as all his sCibjects speak in v^y high 
terms of bis justice and other royal virtues. 

Whilst taking a stroll through the town with two or 
three hundred peojde at my heels,^ they led me to a large 
building which they called their prison. Here I saw a mis- 
erable-looking mortal stretched on his back upcm the ground, 
with a spar of wood extending his arms, and another his legs 
this was done by fastening the wrists and insteps to the end 
of the stick at their utmost stretch, which placed the body in 
exactly the position of a person crucified upon the cross of 
St Andrew, and deprived him of the power to move in any 
direction. . I was informed that he had been lying in this 
posture for many weeks ; and as food was given him daily, 
life still remained— a mass of corruption, to be slowly des- 
troyed by the animals of too disgusting a nature to mention, 
which were actually devourmg the living flesh from his bones. 
Sense enough stfll remained to tnake him /eel the constant 
torment of his active destroyers, ^d a hollow groan occa- 
sionally bui^ fortJi as his lacerated body writhed beneath the 
keen agony of their venomous bites — . 

' ** It was 9s if Ihe dead could teel 
1 he icy worm arouiid tbera steal, 
And shudder, as the reptiles creep 
To f.ivel o'er their roiting sleep, 
Withimi the power k) scare awav 
The cold contuaiers of ihcir clay .** 

I shuddered with horror as I gazed on this victim of cru- 
elty, and would gladly have discharged my pistol at his 
head, to end at once his lingering torments. I had frequently 
heard the efi^t produced on the mind by a spectacle of ex- 
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treme human suflferiog, but never until that moment fully 
experienced it No imagination less powerful than that 
which delineated t|ie horrors of Frankenstein^ could possibly 
describe the picture of this mortal mouldering in life. The 
soul ai^>eared just clinging to the rotting body, until it be- 
came too,p«istiferous for the pure, essence to dwell in; the 
eye seemed unwilling to ccmtemplate the scene, and turned 
or fell from, it, while a kind of giddiness overcame the sight, 
which gazed as it does upon objects in a dream: I felt also a 
kind of sickness or loathing, with an inclination to leave the 
spot, without the power; and I^should have remained there, 
had not the natives, perceiving, I suppose, the excitement 
under which I laboured, hurried, nay, almost carried me 
away. Is it not strange that these savages, debased and igno- 
rant as they are, should have discovered a greater refinement 
upon torture than the more enlightened states erf Europe? 
That prototype of hell, the inquisition, could never boast 
of so sublime a one in the list of its numerous and ingenious 
devices, to extort confession from the racked body! Is it not 
still more strange, that man will inflict a punishment of 
greater suflfering upon a fellow creature, than upon the brute 
which is subject to his will T for not one of these savages, 
who, with unfeeling apatliy, stood unconcerned spectators of 
this human being's anguish, would have seen any other living 
thing in the same situation without at once ending its exist- 
ence as an act of humanity ! They told me . that this victim 
of barbarity had committed an offence of great magnitude in 
that country. It is one of their customs, whenever a persem 
of any note dies, to bury the whole or greater part erf* his pro- 
perty with him, under the impressibn that he may find it ser- 
viceable in the other world ; this man had been discovered 
robbing one of these graves, acting doubtless upon a very 
natural and sensible principle,' that what is godd for the living 
is of ho use to the dead i but it being considered a most atro^ 
cious crime amongst these people, the punishment is that 
which I have attempted to describe. Before our leaving, I 
was rejoiced to hear that he had been released by theliand of 
death, a more merciful hand than that which kept him there. 
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Ilie natives came off in great numbefs upon hearing of 
our intended departure, bringing parrots, honey, plantains, 
bananas, and every description of provisicm, all of which were 
much in request, and a great deal of trading took 'j^ce ; 
when, having completed a survey ot the river, and recruited 
our stock of wood and water, we weighed and stood along 
shore to the northward. The next place we made was Cape 
Esteiras, which forms the southern entrance to Corisco Bay : 
we then came upon the two inlands of Corisco, where several 
canoes attempted to come on board; but having a fresh 
breeze, and n<^ wanting them, we did not let them gain the 
vessel. These people are reported as being very unfriendly 
to white feces; but, in all probability, like nearly all upon the 
coast^ they are not so towards any benefit to be derived from 
them. This it is in Africa, as well as Europe, ,that procures 
politeness, and the savage has now sense enough not to eat 
you, if he can profit more by letting you remain tmmastica- 
ted ; which may be considered at least one step towards civ- 
ilization. 

We anchored just off Corisco Bay, and shortly afterwards 
one man in a canoe, \Hio I suppose thought himself a hero, 
came alongeide from the town near Cape Esteiras. This fel- 
low brought some plantains and fruit to dicqpose of, ^ brandy 
or whatever else he could get ' Bringing his stock cm board, 
he commenced bai^fainlng; but whilst in the middle of his 
^Mings, the boatswun piped to supper, upon which the nigger 
became so much alarmed, that he unmediately made a sprii^ 
firom the {dace where he stood, clear over the ship's side 
into his caiK)e, and commenced pulling with all his might 
>^re, having left his stores beldnd him, for the benefit of 
his customers. 

Leaving the ship at anchor in the bay, on the following 
nH>ming I was sent in a boat for the purpose of track-sur- 
veying the southern shore, and accordingly stood in for the 
entrance to the river Moondah. About the middle of the 
^7 we anchored for dinner near one of its banks, beneath 



52 JOURNAL OP AN OFFICER, &C'. 

to Europeana; and as the inhabitants of all the islands give 
them the same character, and will not even allow them to land, 
I suppose it is not without foundation. Whilst we were em- 
ployed about these islands, the natives were constantly com- 
ing on board, and we always found them very docile and passa- 
bly honest; this was a fortunate occurrence, as they supplie<l 
us plentifully with every description of fresh stock and vegeta- 
bles, which we stood greatly in need of at this time, as the 
scurvy had appeared in a slight degree amongst the crew. 

Whilst the Barracouta remained in this bay, I wa^ dispatch- 
ed with the' pinnace and three days' provision, to track-survey 
the coast to the northward : the country during the first day 
was beautifully picturesque, presenting a most pl^Eising diver- 
sity of hill and vale. Towards evening, whilst running along 
shore, a canoe putofl^ having on board some bananas and other 
fruit ; but, in consequence of the unfavourable reports con- 
cerning these people, and my party being small, I was cautious 
of holding any correspondence with tliem; but tlfbre being in 
this instance only one fellow, I was induced to allow him to 
come alongside with his fruit, and then immediately sent him 
away. When it was observed from the shore that I allowed 
this one to approach, numbers instantly put off; but not wish- 
ing to be detained if their intention was friendly, or to fight 
if it was otherwise, 1 got the boat under weigh before they 
had come very near. — Whether the ijatives interpi!eted this 
as an act of timidity I know not, but they immediately gave 
way after us in the most threatening manner, being joined by 
others from all sides, until they mustered nearly thirty canoes, 
with five or sLs men in each, armed with spears and clubs : 
as tliey gained upon us rather quickly, we heard an occasional 
whoop, which left little doubt in the mind of any but that 
their intention was hostile. I therefore allowed one which 
was fiix a-head of the main squadron, and very eager in the 
pursuit, to come rather close, when I stood up in the boat and 
fired a pistol over their heads : this stopped their progress for 
a moment, but, soon recovering the surprise which it occasion- 
ed, they beckoned to the others and again conmienced th^ 
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chaae. Having made every preparation fc»: extremities, I next, 
as they were bearing down upon us with great rapidity fired 
a musket quite close over them, the sound, of which produced 
quite a magic effect There is something very unpleasant, as 
Byrcn and many other people say, in the whiz of a ball just by 
your ear ; and these Africans seamed to think so wiUiout being 
indebted to him for the idea, for half of them imraediat^y 
pulled a^pre with as much or more expedition than they had 
just been pursuing us withf and were very soon followed by 
the remainder : thi» was a very great relief to us, and 1 much 
applauded the cowardice of these savages, as it prevented the 
necesdity of spilling their blood for our own Reservation. 

Having thus got rid of these dangerous visitors, we .pulled 
on for some distance, and then anchored for the night about a 
quarter of a mile offshore. I invariably, when sent from the 
ship in command of a boat, was particularly cautious not to 
allow the natives toapproach in any numbers, and also at night 
to lie at a convenient and safe distance from the land. These 
precautions I would strcmgly recommend to all young officers 
employed in this description of ssrvice, on a coast where the 
inhabitants cannot be depended upon. Precaution never is, 
nor will be. mistaken for fear, but will serve rather to recom- 
mend an officer in the opinion of a discerning superior. What 
merit should we have obtained by a r^icontre with these igno- 
rwit savages through, a Teckless carelessness, or defiance of 
their power to injure us 1 Had we under such circumstances 
Buceeed^ed, by destroying one half of them, in compelling the 
other to retreat, little glory would have attended the exploit^ 
and much blame, if by moderate caution it could have been 
avoided. But, on the contrary, if their unsuspected or treach- 
erous attack was successful, the same paper that told the 
melancholy tale would pass a censure upon the memory ot 
him whose imprudence had led to it An officer in command 
has a great responsibility in this situation : he must not forget 
that it is not h£a oWn safety alone, but many valuable^ lives that 
are in his keeping : this reQection should deter him &0111 any 

5, 
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rashness HT thoughtless contempt of the almost unarmed nft* 
tives, for numbers will i»revail against the most determined 
and heroic bravery, more especially when surprise is enlisted 
on the part of the as^niilants. 

I am sorry to say this feeling of contempt wad tooirequent- 
ly manifested by many of our young gentlemen, a melancholy 
instance of which I shall take this opportunity to relate, as^it 
happened on the eastern coast during the early part ot our 
expedition. Whilst (^ the south-west side of Madagascar, 
a boat was sent away for the purpose of surveying, under 
the command of a Mr. Bowie, an old- passed midshipmanv 
with a youngster to assist him, named Parsons. . Having done 
some work, and the dinner-hour being near, Mr. Bowie direc- 
ted the men to puH for a small uninhabited island, about 
three or four miles from the main (Madagascar,) which he 
thought would be a pleasant situation for that purpose ; and 
accordingly, as the sea was quite calm, he had the boat's nose 
run upon the b^ach,— A spit of sand, extending from a point 
of this island, was noted for beautiful sliells, which induced 
Mr. BQwie, as soon as the men had dined, to' despatch them 
all for the purpose of collecting, whilst he and his companion 
remamed in the boat, with the intention, it Is imagined, of 
improvmg their sketch of the forenoon*3 work— which Was 
our usual practice. The men soqn lost sight of the boat behind 
a foreland, and having arrived at iheir destination* commenced 
all sorts of pastimes, not, however, forgetting the intenticai of 
their journey, when, having made^a jOentiful collection, and 
their tune being nearly expired, they set out on their way 
toacK; biit mstead of retracing their stepsi a kind of sailor's 
whim, without a reasrai, induced them to return by the other 
side of the island. When they came within sight of the boat, 
neither of th6ir officers were visible; this did not, however, 
produce any alarm, as they concluded them to have rambled 
a short distance into the wood^ but, upon coming to the spot, 
their surmises were quickly changed into dreadful certainty. 
The firrt object presented W their tight wm Mr. Bowie, lying 
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at the stern, gtasging a musquet in his hand, and pierced by 
namerQus spears that still remained in the bleeding wounds 
they had made : a pool of yet warm blood told at once the 
vital sources which had been opened, and left no hope of liie. 
An exclamation of horror burst from all, smd their rude mirth 
was $uddenly changed into sounds of grief and ktmentation ; 
but they were called from the contemplation of this sad 
spectacle to another of an equally affecting nature, for, a few 
yurds &om the boat^ was seen the body of poor Parsons just 
at the edge of the water, . washing slowly on the shore, and 
then rolling gently back with the receding surf. They in-- 
stantly drew it on the beach, when the numerous wounds with 
which his slight frame was covered, gave out their crimsoned 
tide with doubled violence : 

"And, Jikea wither'dl'Iy, on the Ian4 
^ ' His slender frame and pallid aspect Jay.** 

The bloody work had been too well done ; — they ^were both 
dead ! 

A consultation was held, whether to go in pursuit of the 
blood-thirsty savages, and take revenge upon them for their 
murdered officers, or return to the ship and report their 
melancholy fiite 1 After a little time the latter course was re- 
solved upon, when they laid the cold remains at the bottom of 
the boat; and rowed in moumfnl silence and heavy hearts on 
board. When we saw the bleeding, lifeless bodies of our poor 
messmates hoisted up the side, every bosom burned for ven- 
^nce, and a universal cry was raised to go on shore and 
annihilate every, soul that could be met with,^r this inhuman 
Act. But our worthy and prudent captain checked in some 
measure this feeling for revenge, by representing how certain 
it was that we must destroy the innocent many with the guil- 
ty few : we were, therefore, only left the melancholy satis&c- 
tion of mourning over the memory of our friends^ who were 
thus suddenly torn from us, and from those to whom they were 
even more dear. 

We were mce iaSmaed that these murderers, i^r having 
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destroyed the two officers, had gone in pursuit of the unaraied 
erew, with the intention of m&king then;^ also victims to their 
cruelty, when they would have returned and plundered the 
boat ; but as a kind Providence ordained it, tue before-men- 
tioned whim induced the men to take a different route fbr 
their way back, and thus avoid the &te whfch awaited them. 
They gained, however, nothing but the blood (^ their victims, 
and they probably saw the boat whi<^ was to have been their 
reward, on her way to the ship ; nay^ _it even appeared that 
ample revenge was taken upon the performers in this tragedy, 
fbr, upon the case being made known to Radama, the king, 
who was very friendly to the Englu^, he vowed that all in 
the neighbournood should be put to death, which order we 
afterwards learned was most strictly obeyed ; and, as his reign 
is quite despotic, it is not at all incredible. The spot where 
this heart-rending occurrence took place has since been 
known as Ora/ve Islandj while the place from wHich the per^ 
petrators came has received a name in accordance with^heir 
nature — Murderers^ Bay ; and they are thus called in our 
charts. * > ^ 

The length of this digression may, I fear, require some 
apology,-^t least if there be any whose feelings are not in- 
terested by the detail. In extenuation, I must confess, that 
although Madagascar is not likely to be met with in a Survey 
of the Western Coast of Africa^ I do yet trust that the kind- 
ness of ipy readers will indulge me in this opportunity to re^. 
cord the untimely death of two young and promiamg brother 
officers: they have 
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no sculptured urns, 



To mark tlie s:pot where earth to earth return?.** 

I now return to the islands of Corisco, from whence we took 
our last departure ; tiiey^are situated at the entrance of the 
bay, and are very fertile in appearance, and- prod^uctive in 
reality. The largest is called Great Corisoo, being abQutthree 
miles long by two and a half broad ; at the south end is a 
papulous town, with a veiy good aachonge a mile and a half 
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from the ^ore, in Beveji &thoms water. There are, however, 
9everal.]>atche8 (if rock ia the neighbourhood, which, being 
sligrhtly covered above, and surrounded by very deep water, 
renders them extremely dangeroivB, making it r^uisite for 
vessels to take every precaution when in their vicinity. The 
Bay of Corisco is of great extent, being thirty-five miles north 
and south from Cape St. John to Cape Esteiras, and fifteen 
&om the island to the river Moondah. The surrounding shores 
of this magnificent harbour are so thickly wooded, that the 
eye can trace - nothing but one continued mass of verdure, 
while the numerous i^land» with which it is studded rise 
from the sea like emeralds, so rich is their green lustre down 
to the water's edge. , 

Whilst up the river Gaboon, we heard many reports con- 
cerning the treachery of these islanders; but as we did not 
witness it in a single instance, we were inclined to think more 
favourably of them. Power certainly is a great protection 
against violence, and our formidable appearance probably was 
a better safeguard than the faith of the ravages. We feund 
many of these people speak English, and an instance was 
related to us of their kindness and humanity^ which exalted 
them greatly in our estimation. They inforined us that, a few 
months before our arrival, a Portuguese slaver, or pirate, was 
lying at anchor in the bay, when an English schooner arrived 
to trade for ivory, wax, d^c. Europeans meeting in this out-of- 
ihe-world $K)rt of [dace, naturally led to inquiries ; an occa^ 
flional visit followed, which soon terminated in intimacy, when 
the Portuguese took an opportunity of inviting the master and 
mates of the English vessel to dinner. It is supposed, but no 
authenticated statement remains, that after plying their un- 
suspecting guests with wine until they became intoxicated, 
they basely murdered them in cold-blooded treachery. This 
done, they went under some pretext on board the schooner, 
and, waiting for a fiivourable moment, attacked the unpre- 
paredcrew, who, having no means of defence, became an easy 
and almost unresisting prey to their well-anned and blood- 
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thirsty destfbyen. Daring the tAntt but Bnurdefous estraggle, 
one of the boys contrived to jttmp ev erboaid, and, whilst swim* 
ming for the diore, met the vesseFs boat coming off with an- 
other boy in her : he succeeded after some time in attracting 
the attention of his shipmate^ who mstantly picked him up, 
by which his own life was saved, as* kad he gone alongside, 
the work of butchery would most probably have been ended by 
taking the life of this poor hoj. They instantly pulled with 
alt the strength fear had left them for Chreat Corisca The 
relater of these particulars ^ewed us a description of the 
occurrence, which had been written by the masteTof a trader, 
who shortly afterwards arrived and took them home* They 
had both attached their names to this document^ which contain- 
ed many expressions of gratitude for the kindness they had 
received from the natiyea After these Portuguese savages 
had destroyed the unarmed victimsr, whom their cowardice 
led them to fear, they plundered the vessel of every thing valu- 
able, and ran her on the rocks, where part of the wreck still 
remained jn evidence of their guilt Our cruisers were sImhi 
made acquainted with this act of atrocity; but it does* nbt ap- 
pear that they ever succeeded in taking vengeance upon the 
assassins ; yet it is difficult to imagine that they will ultimate- 
ly escape tiie fiite which they deserve. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Cmm( /rom Ckifuco Bay, Cape Cameroans, Suntep in 
boats. Deferred hopes of dinner. Ructions on food 
a$ a oonstituent of courage. An original mode ofequar^ 
ing the circle ! Disastrous fate of one of the boafs party, 
hland of Bknbai, Fernando Po, Difficulty of commu- 
nicatwn with the natives there. Their exclusive fttncy 
in matters of barter. Their igttorant and primitive candid 
tion. Survey of the Hver Andony, 

Havuto beat about the islands of Consco for some time, we 
continued bur survey to the northward : many canoes came 
off as we ranalougp the coast, bring^mg quantities of fish, fi*uit, 
vegetables, &c. ; and although we were going about six knots 
an hour, yet they contrived to keep up with us for a consid- 
erable distance. These canoes are not more than twelve feet 
in length by about two in width, and are built sufficiently 
light to allow the owners to take them on tlieir backs when 
no longer required upon the water : the natives are extremely 
dexterous in their management, and although using but one 
paddle, propel them with great velocity ; when they wish to 
lessen their speed, they throw a leg out on each side and stop 
almost immediately. The coast from Corisco bay, during five 
day's sail, was one continued range of low banks, thickly cov- 
ered with wood, and only a few small creeks to break off the 
connexion. It appeared well inhabited ; but the villages are 
80 buried amidst t^e trees, that it is with difficulty they can 
be discovered. 

On the fifth day we arrived oflT Suellaba, which forms the 
wuthem point of the Cameroons, when we immediately des- 
patched the pinnacenip tiieiriver, to ascertain what ships were 
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there, and if ponible to obtain some fi-esh provisions. Upon 
sounding, we found the water very shallow near us, and, on 
fUrther examination, discovered an extensive reef running 
out some distance from the point; we weire therefore compelled 
to beat westward in order to avoid it, when we anchored off 
Cape Cameroons, which forms the northern point of the en- 
trance to the river. From this anchorage we despatched boats 
to survey. The Bay of Cameroons extends about eight miles 
north and south, and as many east and west,, the greater part 
of which is shoal water. On the southern entrance is a very 
extensive reef called the ** DogVhead Shoal,*' bearing nearly 
due west point of Suellaba, about two miles and a half off shore, 
between which, and the shoal extending yrom the point, is 
a channel of six fathoms; there is also a dry sand-bank bear- 
ing north<>ea6t of Cape Suellaba, which has a spit of about two 
mUes in length running from it in a westerly direction. The 
merchant vessels that visit this place anchor about ten miles 
up the river, off Peter's Town, situated on the left bank. The 
ebb-tide runs round Point Suellaba with such velocity, that it 
is quite impossible for the best pulling boat to stem it : this I 
experienced in a most disagreeable manner upon one occanon. 
Having been absent the whole ofa long morning in a boat with- 
out any provisions, I was about returning on board to dinner, 
when we found the tide had turned ; the men, having the same 
interest with myself, laboured for about three hours to attain 
the desired object, but could not gain an inch a-head in spite 
of all their exertions. We wore therefore compelled to anchor, 
and at a distance contemplate the curling smoke as it graceful- 
ly rose over the cauldron which was preparing our meal. — 
Some fancied in their hungry imaginations that they could 
hear the boatswain's exhilarating pipe, while other quick ears 
could actually discover the lively clatter of the knives and 
forks ! but I, alas ! c^uld distinguish nothing but the grumblings 
of an empty stomach — 

** And Uiitg fur food, but clilefly a beef-steak ;" 

which led ine gradually into a kind <^ visionary cogitation, re- 
garding the cormexum^ between thf meiM and phyetQiA fUh 
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perties ef Englishmen f F^w are aware how much the 
digestive powers of the mind depend apon thoee of the body : 
but thatsach is the truth let no one doubt; for both ancient 
and modem writers were so well aware of the faet, tiuit man]r 
instances could be menticmed of authors living on a certain 
diet, whilst writing upon particular subjects. It is not, perhaps, 
an agreeable jtheory to suppose that the mind is in any respect 
dependent upon the stomach, for its most lofty and animated 
productions; yet who can doubi but that a slight morbid action 
in the alimentary canal would totally disarrange the powers 
necessary for those prod ucitions : therefore, easily digested fi)od 
is most adaLpted to the literary (BsophagiLS, and the writings 
of the man who lives by inhaling tlie liver or wings of chickens 
and sipping dew, will be m a totally difierent style from those 
01 the swallower of beef, mutton, and heavy wet. Again, an 
Englishman is decidedly a coward when he has an empty 
stomach; and the set of spiritless-looking wretches that sat 
before me, during these reflections, confirmed thiamin my 
opinion. I am sure one canoe, and a dozen well-dined savages, 
would have overcome them at this moment ; there was not a 
bit of courage amongst them ; at other times, there was not a 
bit of any thing else ; but it is a well-known fact, that 

" hunger makes cowards of U3 all/' 

Sbakspeare knew nothing about it, and " conscience" would 
now be backed at any odds against an empty stomach. No 
good general ever leads an English army to battle without 
their rations ; there would be nothing to resist the bullets and 
BWords of the enemy ; every ball tmd blade would tell, and 
almost without an effort they would get kiHed, under, the 
pleading impression of having something in them, even though 
it were a bayonet : but let him give a pound of beef and a 
pint of porter to the same men, and the before heartless, 
diq[»ihted animal Would become the irresistible lion that never 
can be conquered — by any thing but gastric juice ! When 
an Englishman is hungry he is cross, crabbed, and disagreea- 
We, afraid of his foes, and regardless of his friends— feed him, 
and he has no foes,— ^or he ekher fiurly euto their throats, or 
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else they are his friends. I know myBeXf to be in general a 
very good-tempered fellow ; bat, when hungry, I am sensible 
of becoming the most morose and unpc^te bear in the world ; 
«nd as t» fighting — there would be more discretion in a good 
dinner^--as FalstafT would have said. 

I wound up these reflections by tr3ring to laugh at the 
simple definition of a young mid of the ^ortest mode of 
" squaring the circle," which happened to cross my imagina- 
tion. He was learning mathematics, and had one day been 
kept by his tnaster some time ailer dinner-hour ; for which 
the youngster wished him and his problems snug in '* Davy's 
locker^ The master was called away for a time, leaving di- 
rections for the mid to finish the problem he was about by' 
his return ; but instead of doing this, he commenced making 
one ^r himsel£ Upon the master^s ratiier unexpected entry, 
he found the young gentleraan thus occupied, and immediately 
seized the paper Upon which he had been working. It^was 
headed, " An ea*^ and pleasant mode of squaring the circle !** 
The diagram was four people sitting at ajUble with a Jarge 
4ish before them, containing a circular joint, which they 
were resolutely attackmg^ — one of the corners being embel- 
lished by the rude figure of a mustard-pot^ The proof w^as 
thus given : **A, C, D, F, four firiends sitting at a dinner table ; 
B, a round of beef; Q, the mustard-pot. A, C, D, F, having 
each taken a little firom <i, apply their knives perpendicularly 
to B ; when if they don't square the circle, they know nothing 
about mathematics, or are not so hungry as I am." This 
easy K>lution of an impossilnlity so pleased the master, that he 
sent his impatient pupil to divert himself his own way. I 
trust the indulgent reader will digest these reflections with as 
much good-nature ^s he can : they passed through my mind, 
when lying at anchor nearly famished with hunger, and see- 
ing the dinner which was cooked for our comfort served up 
for the Bating of others, without the power to do any thing hut 
think. Job had nothing like this to try his patience, >and I hope 
Ao healthy stomach ever will^ have s^gain. We were doomed 
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to lie in this distressing situation for nearly six long hours, un« 
til the relentless tide had spent its malignant force in opposing 
our ^astoonomic inclinations ; hunger then lent such stimulus 
to the OKEirs, that little time elapsed between heaving up the 
anchor and hefaving. down the cold ruins which our provident 
messmates had prepared for us. 

On the following- day, we had a more melancholy proof of 
the stiream's rapidity at this point The pinnace had anchor^ 
ed near the same spot, waiting alsd for the return of the 
tide; it being low water, some of the crew quitted her to 
fiearch for shells, when one poor fellow happened to slipfiromi a 
steep muddy ban^ : he had just succeeded in recovering hin^- 
self, when half his.body became immersed in the water, and 
although he appeared to hold fiinlly by a piece of rock, the 
force of the tide carried him rapidly away ! Every exertion- 
was instantly made to rescue him from his impending ^tjo : 
all knew the spot abounded with 

** The dire monsters that infes! the flood, 
By nature dreadful, and a thirst for blood ;" 

80 that not a moment must be lost: he cried for help as the 
impetuous torrent carried him away. Ropes and oars were 
thrown tov?ards him : he struggled to reach the offered suc- 
cour—all was anxiety. His comjjanionis cheered as he strongly 
buffeted to stem the stream-* they followed along the bank, 
trying to assist him — ^he appeared gaining the shore, and hope 
began to revive — in a moment the water near him was agi- 
tated—^ eddying stream was perceived, a slight splashwas 
followed by a piercing cry of agony— then all was still 1 — 
he was gone! The stream was diortly after tinged with 
blood — ^none asked the other how he died ? but they appear- 
ed happy to think that he wad drowned — ^but then that cry !-^ 
Reader, does not your mind gladly turn from contemplating 
Buch a death? Or does it picture all the glowing liorrors of 
^^ moment? Do you in fancy place yourself in the same 
ntoation? Suddenly precipiUted into the rapid stream, at 
^8t you mie fearless,— and bravely strike for laod ; but as 
your clothes gcit saturated the eSort becomes greater; each 
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thou^t 18 then fixed upon the shore, and you strain every 
nerve to reach that friendly resting-plaee. You see your 
companions on the bank encouraging and trying to direct you ; 
they then throw ropes which fall bat little short; another 
stroke and you 4re within- reach — hope ^wns— cwieyard more 
and all danger will be over ; have you strength enough to 
make it 1 At this moment you see the water agitated near 
you. Your friends urge you in an anxious cry to increase your 
exertions — the sound of a well-known voice falls upon your 
ear — but what did it say 1 It is repeated — at once the idea 
rushes upon you — a thought so full of horror that Reason 
almost leaves her seat. Is there no hope ? You call upon 
your companions to save you — 'tis vain, the boldest dare not 
venture — you see them a few yards off anxiously watching, 
while you are al<me— no, not alone, there is something "near! 
that slimy touch ! — O God ! what is it 1 You are impelled 
swiftly through the water — one struggle more, resistance is 
then passed. The monster turns ere he devours his prey : 
this rushes on the recollection — the jaws close, and then 

Oh, let us hope that then no more is felt. Another pang 

like that would make the moments anguish greater than the 
torment of a thousand years. 

*- Are rl^ese. the paiiiTig|>ang8wIiichiiatur<^ feels?'' 

May v;e consider this aa a faint outline of that poor fellow's 
sufferings ? A few minutes before, and he was the moet lively 
amongst his companions — another elapsed, and he was carried 
away from all assistance by the impetuous stream, and doubt- 
less then felt he must die. Can any imagination conceive the 
feelings which rushed upon the few short moments of reflec- 
tion ere the last struggle closed his eyes upon the world for 
ever S He was a fine youug ^lan, and I bdieve left a wife 
and child to lament his loss. 

We found the pinnace had been unsuccessful in procuring 
provisions, as she only 'found one vessel up the river, the 
crew of which were complaining of short allowance ; so^ 
having finished our work in this bay, we again got under weighs 
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g^Q contmuiag to the northward. When we arrived off Bim- 
Ina, a small iriand about fife miles from Cape Cameroons, 
aomeroos canoes came alongside with goats and other live 
and dead stock, which Diet with a ready market at reasonable 
prices. Many of these canoes had thirty-four rowers, being 
about sizty4biir feet in length, and, I should imagiiie, the tree 
firom which lliey were^ fbrmed could not have been less than 
twei^-five feet in circumference. The speed with which they 
propel them tfarou^ the water is almost incredible, and I 
should fear hazarding a conjecture of their rate* lest I should 
be shown \ip amongst the ^ Catalogue of ancient and modem 
Manchausens.** 

We surveyed the small bay to which this island jR>rms the 
entruiee : it is not above two miles in depth, with very shal- 
bw water ; but we could pass no judgment on the natives, 
who appeared veiy numerous, as we were not allowed to go 
on shwe in ooosequence of their bemg repotted blood-thirsty 
and treacherous. The peak of the hi^ land of Cameroons 
can be seen in clear weather from this anchorage, towering 
above the rest as if ** lM*aving Heaven's highest firont'* We 
continued surveying along the coast, wluch is here very fertile 
uid extremely bold, but, on account of the wind proving un- 
fiivourable, were compelled to anchor for two days about a mile 
&nd a half off shore. From this spot we obtained a good sight 
of the** high lands,** the extreme point of which we found to 
be ia,0(H) feet above the level of the sea. It is reported that 
the summits of these mountains are sometimes covered with 
au)w; but whether m so warm a region such is the fact, will 
admit of a doubt, more especially as none has ever been known 
to &11 in the surrounding country : it must therefore rest upon 
the highest points without continuing its course to the lower 
earth; which may be accounted for by supposing the upper 
regions to be sufficiently, cold to generate snow, and, upon 
fidling, that it keeps its congealed shape until within a cer* 
tain distance of the earth, when it dissolves, and fiiUs in the 
%ud stace of rain ; but whether this reasoning is correct, f 
^ve the more learned upon such topics to determine. 

6 
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Finding the wind still coptititted fr(»n the noi:thwaicl, we 
stood over for the island of Fernando Po, the last ton^b opened 
upon this coast for the immolation of Europeans. In ccoise- 
quence of the weather being extiemejy hazjr, we were .pre- 
vented seeing this place until within about three miles of the 
shore, although the land is very high. We were the whole 
of the afternoon employed beatixig up to the bay on the north- 
west side, tacking sometimes-within two cables' length of the 
rocks, where we generally had twenty &thoois water ; but, 
finding we could not make the harbour before dark, we stood 
out for the night with alight wind, and on the.^owing mom* 
ing were enabled, as the sea breeze «et in, to run into the bay, 
where we anchored about a quarter of a mile from Gioat Island 
and the shore. , 

" The island of Fernando Po is situated in ihe Sight of BiaHrtf, 
lat 3° 45' north, long. 8^ 44* east : it is aboiit forty miles in 
length by twelve in breadth, with a high peak rising in the 
centre 10,700 feet above the level of the sea, covered with 
vegetationnearly to the summit This peak is yisiUe on a 
clear day, in coming from the westward, for nearly 100 miles t 
The island is beautifully picturesque, and about sun-set pre- 
sents one of the grandest objects it is possible to conceive, as the 
chasms in tiie neighbourhood of the peak aflbrd so many 
splendid^ and varying colours when the sun is far below our 
visible horizon ; but yet, falling with hia dying lustre upon 
these high pinnacles, every projecting fragment reflects di^r- 
ent bright tints, which keep constantly changing as he ap- 
proaches his ocean bed. It is strange that the most pictur- 
esque spots along this coast are in general the most deadly. 
Sierra Leone is a beauti^il grave : this spiot again is almost 
unrivalled for scenery, but the air is contaminated ; 

** — — di-ead pestilenee, wllh her ^9onM tongue, 
Lurks in each b-eeze,*' 

The gale, which you fondly court ta^xxl your burning brow, 
is the breath of destruction. It has passed over the valley ot 
death, and comes heavy with the cold damp of the charnel- 
house, to woo you to his court! > T^ ialand, to ai^[teaiance, 
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possesses every thing desirable for a settlement Nature hat 
been prolific in the extreme ; fertility, plenty of water, a com- 
modious karbonr, good anchorage, abounding with fish, and a 
good soil capable of produoing any description of vegetati<m, 
offer every ii^dacement to the settler, and promise all that he 
can wish ibr« Bcft the curse of Airica 80(»i finds out the un- 
thinking victim ; and ere he can reap the seed which he has 
sown, Death, with his unsparing scythe, cuts the sli^t thread 
of his existence; 

'^ * "When iced and tower moulder side by side.t* 

The anbhor^e at the Aoiih end of this isl^d is decidedly the 
best upon t6e coast, and Capt O^en, who went out m H. M. 
S, Eden in 1827 to form a settlement there, has n&med it Clar« 
ence Cove. The bay abduhds with fish and turtle, the former 
of which are plentiful in the extreme ; whales are also very 
numerous, and I have seen them playing in the harbour as if 
quite fearless : this is in consequence of their never being mo- 
lested, as the whalers do not visit them in these seas, al« 
though ih^y are in general the " black,** which is the most 
esteemed kind. The sides of the bay are fi-om eighty to one 
hundred feet high, the summits being covered with wood, 
which it would in most instances defy the efi^rts of man to 
penetrate, although the whole of the landing is good and the 
beach extremely bold. ^ . ' 

ImnledHitely upon our anchoring, we could observe all the 
canoes quitting the bay with great expeditkoi, apparently in 
niuch alarm at our approach ; this fear was not imfounded, as 
it is w^ known that slavers used formerly to visit this island 
&nd carry off numbers of the inliabitants by force ; they there- 
fore most probably gave us credit for the same humane inten- 
tion, although at that lime very few vessels ever Visited them. 
We s^nt aboat in orderto see if we could come to any im- 
derstanding with the natives, so as to induce them to bring 
Q« ptoviBicna As we approached the shore, not a soul or the 
^•k symptom &t humanfty was to be seen ; but directly we 
tomMt^iQkg )nif a giiett nund^ of p#<^le came out of tha 
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hush where they had been watchiii|^ oor moTementB^ and, ] 
suppose, gained confidence from our prderly and pacific ap 
pearance, we having taken the }Nrecautioaof ^wingonr arm^ 
at the bottom of the boat We tried all nature's rhetoric M 
induce them to approach, for a long time m yai% but i^ lengtll 
prevufled upcm a lew to venture on the beadL We had' thfi 
greatest difficulty to nmke them comprehend our wiriMs; for if 
afxm appeared quite evident that either they or we were g^real 
fools, and knew nothing about the language, of natare, lor oni 
signs to express particular things did not coincide at all with 
their ideas upcm the same subject; pat-^^Ktmifie, when I throsl 
my finger down my throat almost fiir enough to produce dis^ 
agreeable consequences, they brong^ me scHue water ki i^ 
cocoanut shell, as if amongst them ^iitc{f only wmit that way* 
I then, by putting the mtugeter musde^m operation, tried t<^ 
convey the idea o^ eating more forcibly, which they replied to 
by grinning in the most awful manner, to ooof ince ncie, I 
imagine, that they had teeth as well as mysdf ; and in OTery^ 
other instance We found them as proyokinglydulL Having 
performed antics and gestures enough to embellii& any halm^ 
collar, we returned about as wise as those we bad left oa 
board. In fact, I may say, the sum total of our information was, 
as above mentioned, that what they drank went down their 
throats, that they had uncommonly good teeth, and a great 
taste or &ncy for [neces of iron hoqi, but would not give a 
yam for a wh6le ehain cable, links of which they WMdd not 
accept wh^i oflered! 

On the following day we sent some boats to proeare water ; 
and, to guard agsdnst any ** untoward event,** sent others 
armed to protect them : as they approached, ^e landing be« 
came covered with natives, ail roaring, bellowing, and screech- 
ing in such variousdiscordant^ones, that the woods and hills 
reechoed with sounds of devilry, I should ima^gine not leas 
than 700 had mustered, eith^ to try and bonew our iMalps, or 
meet us on friendly tenns ; a>iite4 rettaiAed a natter of dMibt 
for some time. As the watering beats adiTMwedi iki^umt 



te|ft a dkin dM&tiicref iMbbk, uAder tlie word ^ make ready :'*- 
heweve^r, immediately ' they touched the shore, th^ mitera* 
He wretdies conmietieed t>Sferliig yiins,' of which they gave a 
large hmidle for « flniali' piece of ironhoop : they aj^ieared to 
lalue Dotfaing ^ae; and wouM give all \heir goods and chtmeU 
fsr two or three "id^ea : this might not always prove a good 
brgain to the pttrchader, as the ^* real and penioiial'* of tiiese 
people is eeidooi inor^ than a natural estate. They convert 
this piece of hoep into ornaments for their dkmal-'iooking 
bodies, and Qod knows few require them^ more: they ^ind it 
into some shape, and then set ^the splendid Ir^ou in a hand of 
pbiited straw, wh^ch they fiiMen roimd the upper part cf the 
left arm. We foun^it "almost itApossiUe to procure water 
Without being very unpdite tq th^ natives, as.tha party with 
ithe casks were so p^rtiered by their officious kindness : the 
foHowing slij^it rtue was accordingly had recoijirse to. One 
jof ti» boats was sent a shedrt distance from the watering-place 
holdii^ up ^eces Qfhp(^ at which the flock .inunediately fol- 
lowed, leaving the party to help themselves; at the same time 
the other boats were obtaining a plentiful supply c^ yams, 
which at this place are partieulaFly fine. This manoBUvre en- 
abled the people to obtain the water in some degree of peace, 
as the natives greedily took the bait, sind-kept vrith the boats 
while a piece of hoop remained. 
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Having obtained the necessary supply, upon leavmg we 
made use of every device to pCTsuade some of them to return 
to the diip, but without success, as not one could be prevailed 
upon. We had not, however, beeh long on board before we 
saw a single canoe coming off, and shortly afterwards it came 
alongside with three people in her : we held a kind of palaver 
for some time, trying to persuade them to come on deck ; but 
all our eloquence had nearly proved ineffectual, when the 
display of a piece of hoop, about six inches long, induced one 
of these avaricious nig-^^cr* to put his sweet person in jeo- 
pardy for its acquiremeUt. The fellow came on board as if he 
were going to be hanged^ and when he stood upon the deck 
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looked almost white wkh fear : evfifjlsBl^WMpeifenBkig ifi» 
own particular movemeQt, whHe hit Jam were rattliBg.* 
most nervous accompaniment It nnwiil iirtiMdmilile amas&- 
m^ t to oar tars to^ee the coutageoas hiWBf of this Takema 
saiage : one of them* wha did not beieva ia lettvswore it was 
"^ fiom osU (the theimometer at UO!>lhi«lM akhered Mm 
tmbers f and, to convince his mrisiiatai^ siwwred a g^assor 
rum down his noways reluctant throat— rTfai»€zperiment ap* 
peared in some degreeto corrohonte Jadi^s opini^Ei, fyt the 
native immediatdy sbowed ngns of retunun^ animatkm^ and 
soon became quite domesticated. Thedariig heroism of this 
gentleman was hailed by his feUew-c oantij f ui en as a most 
courageous exploit, and we had no c c e a si on afterwards to re-^ 
quest their compenyf the introduction wasi» gratifying to aU ^ 
80 that canoes were constantly alongaidet offarin^eveiy tlui^r 
theyhadin the worlds a bit of iron. The captain sent a few 
hoops on rfiore to be distrteted amongst the chie6» by way 
of micouiagemeBt fer them to traflk with any other vessehr 
that might come after OB. 

Thenativesof this island well merit a doscnfitioa, as they 
&r surpassed any we had seen in the course of our voyage* 
We ibiud them in the most rude, uncivilised slate it is possible 
ta imagine* having every requisite accomplishment to entitle 
them to the name of ** savage^ in its most c(»npreheneiye 
sense in fiu^t, most of the inhabitants of the ccmtinent were g-en- 
tlemen of courtly manners and appearance, compared with these 
unwashed isUnders, and I oplj waited until some of our party 
should be roasted, to set them down as the primitive onthrop* 
ophagiofthe earth ! but fertonately none of them underwent 
that agreeable process to confirm me in my opinion. These 
unsophisticated ^ children (^the woods'* are in general tall, 
and sometimes well-made, but Nature has not been at all 
particular in their construction ; she appears to have made 
them under the impression that they were noi likdy to be 
seen ; and the place they are etuok in, bears out this sup 
position. Many a long4egge4 fellow is seen in possession of a 
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pAir of arms ihnX were eTidehtly intended to somebody elee ; 
wfaibt dhrers gretA hetde hkre deposited themaelTeii^ witlioat 
thecoaeent or knowledge of the proprietor,'^ upon the little 
bodies which they are intended to adcoiL UnqaestionaUy ait 
hia d<me nothing for them, and Nature appears to have d<Hie 
less ; or, if they are indebted to her for their construction, die 
most have used the tcrapm^^ of morttility for the purpose, 
as they are devoid of the virtues c^ a savage lifo, or the vices 
of a civilised one ; in feet, the impression always upon my 
mind was, that ihef had tnade themselves ; as life is generated 
hf fermentation, so they had gradually risen frmn a pool of 
mud, and without the process of ablution, taken themselves up 
and walked, very proper men ! Their wardrobes are bom with 
them; the only addition they afterwards make is a small 
bunchof leaves tied loosely round their waists with a piece of 
strawy they also form bands, which they fasten round their 
anns and legs, composed of the apex of small shells ;^ and 
when they have acquired po^ession of a piece of hoop, and 
formed itlntoa kind of oyster-knife, it is worn constantly stuck 
in a kind of Bheath upon the left arm ; and as they are con- 
tinually b^ing upset from their canoes, they very sagaciously 
fix it in a piece of wood sufficiently buoyant to prevent it from 
sinking. I feel pleasure in recording this latter mstance of 
Femandoponian intellig^ice, and regret it is not in my power 
to recollect the farther proceedings of their "Society of Arts.** 
They have an idea of hats^ but I believe are more indebted to 
the burning sun for this inventicm than to the mass of stijffit 
IB intended to cover. T^ese said hats or mats are composed 
of divers loose bits of straw laid one above the other like a 
anall stacker thatched roof (a very correct simile,) all secured 
to the head by a toooden skewer t which goes in at one side, 
V^/SQB quite through the hair, and makes its appearance again 
>^the other. — This, whatever it can be called, is adorned with 
^^<Lnou8 ornaments, such as shells, jawbones of animals, and 
goaCs horns, which last are stuck up as if <A the head of the 
originai brute : this ornament offended the sight of our Bent" 
diets excessively. But, to wind up the description of these 
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" brothers and natural reladoosr* na-ih» MointM caE^em; 
(thank HeaYen, if my glaas does not ^decehrajBe, I need Hoi 
acknowle^^tfae relationBhtp; and, in my ofHnimi, it dqea little 
credit to those Misters who are constantly .boasting c^ the con- 
nexicm; bat probeblj they think all who see them must dis- 
cover it, and that it is better to be 

**- An acknowledged pieteld ^an a dapple frey— ** 
these well-brcKl people whom I am describing have a kind of 
cement greatly surpassing any thing of TrueJUs, which they 
plaster all over their bodies and head. It is composed of r^ 
ochre and palm oil ; I regret .extremely ~ not recollecting the 
exact proporti<Mis ; this they use most abundantly, each lock 
of their never-cut hair being clotted into great masses by this 
^ pmnmade diviney* in consequence of which they can be 
9meU ** afar o/f," it being almost impossible to exist in their 
immediate neighbourhood. They make use of this stuff Iq 
order to protect their delicate hides from the scorching effects 
of the sun, which it is supposed would otherwise destroy their 
complexions, parUcular]y the ladies,^ We feund them very 
much disposed to plunder whenever a fair opportunity offered, 
and 1 have no doubt they would.4is readily add braining un- 
der the same circumstances. Aq instance of their propensity 
fofr acquiring knowledge c^c. was very sqoa. given ua-— One 
of the party was very busy passing the water, when he was 
suddenly surrounded by a gang of < the natives pestering him 
with questions, none of whicl^he wished to, or could under- 
stand; so Jack contented contented himself by Jieartily damn" 
ing them in good plain English, to which they paid great 
attention, and appeared much edified. In a moment after- 
wards he missed the bayonet from his side ; he caught hold 
of a couple hear him, but neither of them was in possession 
of the stolen article, or, like ^ Ramo Sameef^ they must have 
swallowed it, as no place ftr deception was about their per- 
sons. The &ct was, the fellow who had done it had made off 
with as much dexterity as any " London pride"*^ could have 
displayed; and the sailor Was obliged t6 content himself by 

• Pkkpoebet. . . . _ 
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knocking his twofii^nds' heads together, and then luting them 
depart: this bayonet wa» never recovered, although every ex« 
ertion was made hr tiiat-purpoBe. Btit I most also rtooord an 
instance which redounded much to their credit Another of 
the party ivas surrocmded by the natives in a similar mannw, 
when, after their annoying him with questions for some time, 
he saw one of them running off with his cutlass, whi<^ he had 
gently extracted finnn the sheath without the owner being at 
&U sensible of the operation. He instantly gave chase after 
the thief, Who scuddcnl towards the woods at the rate of about 
twelve knots an hour. Jack would have had a very poor 
chance of recovering his lost property, had it depended upon 
his own exertions, as the fellow had gained the wood before 
Jack had got well under weigh;- but one of the chiefi, seeing 
OUT man in pursuit, immediately despatched a party to secure 
the culprit This duty they performed in a veiy smart man- 
ner, and returned in a very few minutes, bringing the felon 
with the cutlass still in his hand.- Having the stol^ goods 
upon his p^TEKm^ he was sentenced on the ispot; and I after- 
wards learnt their pimishment f(»r offences of this nature wttB» 
taking from the offender everything he possessed^ and turning 
him loose into the woods. Another of their^flictions is of a 
D?08t cruel descripticm, and very frequently resorted to for 
uiy capital crime. I am not exactly aware w^t they con* 
aider in that light ; hut as we saw mioiy whobore the marks of 
punishment, I am led to believe the catalogue is rather long, 
^is consists in cutting off the hands of the delinquent a 
little above the wrist, after which mutilation the poor devil 
is allowed to get through the wc»rld as he can, which! upon 
consideration, must be no easy matter to a rude savage, with** 
out one spark of ingenuity to supersede their use. I was 
much surj^sed upon one occasion at the very strange mode 
^ paddling adopted in a oanoe, and it was not until it came 
•long side tiiat I discovered she was rowed by four of these 
unfortunate culprits, wh(^ having no hands, actually held the 
<»' by crossing theuf stumps, and from practice contilved to 
P'^l the canoe wkh con^eraMe velocity, 



' 
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Whilst at tills island, I was one day sitting after dinner in 
the gun-room, when a native, who httA acquired a little Eng- 
lish, came and. paid me a visit This man wte possessed^ of 
quite superior intelligence, and, by companson with hk fel« 
low countr3rmen, deserved a monument in the national mau- 
soleum of Fernando Po ; his general look was grave and 
sagacious, and his grin quite sublime. I tried to astonish this 
sable Xenophon by various simple contrivances, such as roar- | 
ing to him through a speaking-trumpet, sounding a flute, show- ^ 
ing him his elegant portrait in a looking-glass, with many 
other attempt^ but without producing any e£fect upon his un- 
changed countenance ; at length I placed myself in a chair, 
having, unperceived, eel a musical snuff^iox on the opposite 
side of the table. When it commenced playing, he stared 
about him as if puzzled to know from whence the sound 
came, his eyes looking like those of a person recovering fnm . 
apparent death. I took no notice, but sat watching these | 
natural expressions of surprise: he next approached, and plae- 
ed his ear against my shoulder, as if he though) the .sound 
came from me, and th^ looked steadfastly in my face as if 
expecting an explanation. As I did not reply in any way to 
this, he commenced another scrutiny, and presently caught 
flight of the box which had been hidden from him by al)ottle : 
he stei^ied eagerly towards it, applying first his ear, and then 
touchii]^ it gently with his hand, as a man would an cmimal 
tl^at he never saw before ; in doing this *he pressed the stop, 
and it ceased ! The look and action of astonishment which 
followed,, it is impossible to describe : he instantly drew his 
hands away, as if in fear, and stood lor a few minutes staring 
first at me and then at the box. . I could have held out no 
longer, his appearance was so highly ludicrous, when just as 
my risibility was overcoming my gravity, he drew his mouth 
and other features together in the most extraordinary manner 
— a perfect concentration of wonder,-^and saying, with deep 
emphasis, ** you ve^y big manl'* stalked deliberately out, cast* 
ing behind him an occasional look of amazement at me and 
my boxj This fellow ever afterwards viewed me witli ito eye 
of superstitious awe. 
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Having completed our supply of water, and obtained a large 
quantity of yams and other stock, we.got under weigh towards 
the mouth of a small riyer called Andony, on the main, where 
we again anchored about two miles (^ shore, in four fiithoms 
and a half. The deepest water we found whilst standing 
across was fiAy &thoms, and that a few miles from Fernando 
Po : we sent the pinn!(C6 up the river immediately, which, 
not being very extensive, she soon explored, and in about two 
hours attempted to rejoin the ship, but ^nmd the breakers on 
the bar had become so tremendous that it was quite impossi- 
ble to get over ; she was therefore compelled to remain at 
anchor in the rivJ^T for the night, and the following mommg 
contrived to get on board in lune for Inreak&st. 
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CHAPTER VI* 

Continuid coune northward. Destructive visits qf the 
African rats. Their habits and peculiarities. Annoy* 
amce from cockroaches. State qf affairs inXhe midsh^ 
man^s berth. River Bonny. Intricate entrance to it. 
King Pebble of Bonny. The palm^U trade. Intense 
action of the sun in Africa. Qround-sharks. Sin^rukr 
respect shown to them by the natives of Bonny. Festival 
of the Javjav. Judicial ordeal of exposure to the sharks. 
Privileges enjoyed by the lizards. A serious occurrence 
produced by the destruction <ifone of these reptiles. 

Upon the return of the pinnace fiom surveying the ri?er 
Andony, we weighed and commenced beating op the coast to 
the northward, standing out during the night; and continuing 
our W(^k along shore with the morning's light We were 
employed during one day in clearing the sail-room, where' we 
found great havoc had been made by the rats, who had formed 
a most populous and destructive establishment on board ; 
nothing that admitted of mastication, without any considera- 
tion ci its digestive properties, could be preserved from these 
rapacious animals ; in fiict their prowess deserves particular 
Inention. 

The rat of Africa (mus giganteus) is not like the well fed, 
and, in i^ite of its bad character, well-shaped native of our 
*^ Golden Isle," beingin general much larger and particularly 
kideous, as it varies considerably in form, the head beii^ if any 
thing more capacious tiian the body, with a very thick and 
elevated . skulL I was frequently led to believe that these 
animals had been made upside down, and thus had their brains 
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put in the body, and their intestines in the head ; but whether 
anatomists could admit such a position, I must leave them to 
determine ; certain it is, that the seat of intellect is by &r the 
better calculated to contain the quantities of miscellaneous 
matter which they devour, than the usual depository lor such 
matters. They are well whiskered and long-tailed, and gene-^ 
rally knoMni amongst our sailors by the classical cognomen of 
BandicotCf the derivation c^ which is to me a mystery. None 
can imagine, who have not witnessed it, the destructive char- 
acter of these rats ; the wooden^ walls of Old England are 
hardly safe when (mce attacked by them ; as, when hard run, 
they woald as soon devour a seventy^our as any other vessel. 
The chaJncables and guns were the cmly things positively un- 
touched by their rapacious maws: dioes, jackets, caps, shirts, 
stockings — in ^t, a mid's whole wardrobe was but a meal 
for them ; and the young gentleman himself would have been 
taken as dessert with as much ease, if they could have imus- 
tcred courage enough to make a beginning. WhittingUm^s 
cat would, in my opinion, have undergone the process of di- 
gestion in the stomach of a Bandicote, ere she arrived at the 
immortality which now attends her name. As an instance 
of this, I had secured a couple of very fine grey parrots, and 
thought I had taken every precaution to guard them firom the 
attacks of these rats ; they were suspended in a stout wooden 
cage from the deck by a strong cord, in the same cabin with 
myself. I had succeeded in preserving them for a few days, 
Mid began to hope that they would be. spared from the raven- 
ous harpies, when one night T was alarmed by a noise near me, 
which I soon recognised as the fall of the cage, and was in- 
stantly confirmed in it by a tremendous disturbance upon the 
floor, and the vociferous exclamations of the Follies, I 
started out in the dark, and all was immediately silent. Isoon 
found the. cage, and, in hopes that the rescue was complete, 
^^^ suspended it, and returned to roost. Upon waking at 
day-light, my grief was lost in astonishment to see the cage 
•till hanging without any inhabitants ; not the ghost of a par- 
»ot was there ! Upon a ferther inquiry, 1 found that the 

7 
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wretches had not only gnawed through the rope, but also cte^ 
troyed two of the bars, and thus got in, and turned out their 
prey, which they instantly dismembered, and devoured at 
their leisure in various parts of the ship; the only remains I 
could find were the beaks and feathers, to remind me of my 
beautiful birds. War to the knife was declared against these 
destructive monsters, but, in spite of every exertion, they ap- 
peared to increase tenfold for every one that was destroyed. 
No mercy waS/ ever shown them, cmd numbers were sacri- 
ficed to the manes of my poor parrot& — But to record the nu- 
merous acts of daring and ferocity displayed by these devour- 
ers would fill a volume; nothing daunted them, and the dread- 
ful example of slaughtered hundreds appeared but to stimulate 
the living thousands to firesh exertions. Another pest to which 
we were subject, was that well-known and little-respected 
gormandizer the cock-roach ^Blatta Africana,) whose powers 
of stomach and annoyance are familiar to most oriental travel- 
lers. In my opinicm, the locusts of Egypt were not for one 
moment to.be compared with these active and never satisfied 
destroyers ; and I firmly believe the most certain way to rid the 
land of the former, would have been to turn in half the quan- 
tity o( the latter, when, if they did not eat every locust and 
every thing eUe^ the cock-roach of the ancients could not be 
compared to the ditto of the modem& These animals, to 
speak phrenologically,* are possessed of but two organs, viz. 
destructiveness and philogenitiveness ; under the latter they 
increase and multiply with aever^ceasing rapidity ; in addition 
to which, they never die but when they are kiUed; or ^ if such 
an event should happen to one of them from indigestion, or 
some other natural cause, his neighbour, although just born, 
will eat him before his face. These things were the constant 
companions of our bed and board, and on more than one occa- 

• That 13 to say, according to a theory of long words and short gpnses, which 
is likely to be of much Krvice to society, as an Ordnance survey is to lie 
talcen of the heads nt all his Majesty's snbjecis, when sope striking mark 
will be put upon those who possess the organ '^aequui tivMesa^ to an extent 
likely to endanger the property of their neighbours, Mr. De Ville, of ibe 
Strand, is authorised to sell the private topography of fndividaals for the f^r- 
nation of mcCrimonuU, /Wenctf^, or serrl Jt «Ilianc««. 
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litm I have been awakened by half-a-dozen of them nibbling 
at my toe and finger-nails, making the use of scissors quite un- 
necessary. They would not be disturbed until, happening to 
get below the quick, they have, commenced upon the flesh, 
which sometimes cost them a few lives. 

Every weU-informed person knows the light, airy, and 
salubrious situation of the midshipman's berth in a small ship : 
let them see it in all its grandeur, when just fitted out in port, 
and it ofiers much for admiration ; but oh ! ^* what a change 
is here 1*' In this place, youngsters of four, five, and six feet, 
are to flourish ; and this marine cellar has produced heroes, 
but seldom great men ; for the rising youth has two chances 
against bi^ ever attaining a full and straight growth. First, 
if nature meant him for a tall man, the art of ship-building 
won*t allow it, if he be sent early to sea : secondly, if he com- 
mences his career when his head is level with the beams, be 
has the pleasing alternative of perpetually demonstrating the 
force of contact, or submitting by a constant inclination of the 
head to a constant elevation of the shoulders, vulgarly called 
a bump. Bu^ I must leave others to prove what are the con« 
sequences of putthig young gentlemen intended at their birth 
to attain the height ^ six feet, to live in a place not more 
than five feet and a few inches. In our ship, whilst on the 
coast -of Africa, this seminary for young Glories possessed all 
the merits of a steam-boiler, and was kept in constant illumi- 
nation by means of some cocoa-nut oil burning in a mustard- 
pot As, firom the present naval arrangements, it would be 
imagined that midshipmen cannot be well reared by the light 
of the sun, they are accordingly raised, like winter melons, 
in a frame of small dimensions, by the united efibrts of hot air 
and darkness. The consequence of this light-exclusive prin- 
ciple wasfirequently very disagreeable to our young gentlemen, 
as they used to complain that whenever they indulged in soup, 
they universally found such a promiscuous medley, that their 
dig^ve (HTgans were frequently much disturbed ; and a me- 
WtvaX was jsent to congress, setting forth, ** That on a certain 
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day and hoar, then and there menticmod, the members <^ ^e 
mess below were luxuriating upcm a well-known and mach- 
liked delicacy, yclept plum-pudding, when it suddenly occur- 
red to one of the masticators that the above pudding had a. 
very peculiar flavour; that this conjechtrer hereupon eiftered 
into an investigation, by bringing the rays of the mustard-pot 
to bear npoil the broken plate, on which weretUposited the 
remains of the suspected morceau^ when, upon an accurate 
scrutiny, and much to the horror of the examiners, it appear- 
ed that the component part were plums, and the legs, heads, 
and other members of cock-roaches ; but plums were consider- 
ably in the minority, and the ^cock-roaches had it.' " Upon 
further inquiry, it also appeared, that the snttle fi)rmerly used 
to contain the cockpit confectionary was entirely filled by the 
above mentioned voracious reptiles, who had then and there 
demolished the whole of the grocery to wit, and then volim- 
tarily yielded up themselves as substitutes for making tea,^B0Up,, 
puddings, &c. &c. ; and the silent conviction on the minds of 
all was, that they had been indulging for some time past upon 
plum-puddings made of cock-roaches, which had given them 
the rich look and flavour which had in this abode of darkness 
been so much admired. 

*'^V'VlMie iinioraBce ii bUi», 
Tis fblly to be wiw.** 

I shall conclude my notice of these our messmates by 
mentioning a few anecdotes in illustration of their power& I 
had secured two or three very fine hippopotamus's teeth, and, 
thinking them quite safe, merely left them behind a trunk ; 
but judge my surprise when, upcm nearing England, I Inrought 
them ferth mere tooth-picks compared with what they were ! 
These cock-roaches had been to work upon some btm^yan day, 
and actually eaten about half an inch all round of the soHd 
ivory, which is, I believe, the hardest in existence ; how they 
contrived to make any iminression is to me the most unac- 
countable ; and, in fact, so are most of tlie ways of cockroacl^ 
es. 



JOmtMAL or AM OFPICBB, ^LC* 81 

The addition of these and the rats became at length too much 
Sst us, and orders were issued for the boys to muster every 
morning, with a certain number of both these pests in their cus- 
tody, under severe pains and penidties, which made them in 
the <:oarBe of time most admirable mousers ; imd one yoiing 
urchin in particular I would have backed to kill his hundred 
nU$ against any BUly in Westminster. But it is time to re- 
turn to the sail-room, where we found they had been making 
sad havoc, breakfasting off a flying-gib, dining off a main-sail, 
and finishing the day's meal with a sky-scraper ! 

We were several days beating up to River Bonny in conse- 
quence of the wind being unfavourable, but at length gained 
Rough Comer, which forms the eastern entrance, when we 
despatched the pinnace up the river in search of provisione, 
and a boat to Breaker's Island to obtain a base-line. Upon her 
arrival we fired two guns, by which we found our distance to 
be six miles from the island. The boat, upon her return, re- 
ported having observed sixteen sail oi vessels lying up the 
river off the town, which information gave us hopes of obtain- 
iag some provisions ; a French brig was also perceived lying 
at the entrance of the Calabar river. We were employed for 
two or three days surveying the bar at the mouth of this river, 
and the numerous shoals in the bay ; during which time the 
pinnace was absent, and began to be looked for with some de- 
gree of anxiety, when, one afternoon, we saw her pulling out 
ot the river towing a lump^ at her stern, which gave us most 
pleasing anticipations of fresh provisions; but they were 
doomed not to be realised on that day, for, before she could get 
out, the flood-tide set in and compelled her to anchor for the 
lught On the following morning, we made sail over the bar 
to meet her ; and when she came alongside, we found she had 
been very successful in her foraging, having procured stock 
for nearly three weeks. They informed us that the principal 
pvt of this provender had been obtained from the King of 
Bonny, and but a small quantity from the English vessels, a» 

A proYlskm-boat. 
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they were oomplaining of short odmincmfl. This BBhle des^ 
pot's name is Pehble, and he styles himself King PebblOr 
of Bonny, Ccmqaeror of Calabar, and a great many other 
places not particakrly well known ttf European readers ; all 
iji which he winds np witii a long list of most illustrioos ti« 
ties, which I could not precisely understand, and therefofe 
contented myself without a full sense of his -dignities. He is 
reported as being amazingly rich, and actually in possesion 
of more than a million and a half of dollars, wi^ vast Mmre> 
houses full of different wines and merchandize. This wealth 
has been acquired from the masters of Tessels, who are obli- 
ged to make him a valuable present before permissioQ is grant- 
ed to C(»nmence trading. The entrance to the river Bonny Js 
extremely intricate^ and I i^ould recommend all ships to 
receive a native pilot before they attempt it These fellows 
are 4>rovided by the king for that purpose, and, upon applica- 
tion to his Majesty, one is instantly sent, without any charge 
being made» although it is customary, if lie performs his duty 
well, to make him some trifling remuneration ; but this is 
not always the case, as, from ignorance or idleness^ accidents 
frequently happen to vessels whilst under their guidance, — 
to prevent which, the French traders that visit this port 
invariably keep a pair of pistols on deck, and tell the pilot that 
should any thing happen whilst he is on board, they will 
instantly blow out his brains, — not a very pleasant, but at the 
same tjme a very certain way, to put a man to his tDii*8 end. 
This threat is in general, however, so stimulating, that, whe- 
ther the fellows have abilities or not, they universally work 
the French ships in safety. 

The chief produce of this place is palm^a, which must be 
very plentiful, as from fifteen to twenty ships, of five or six 
hundred tons are loaded annuaUy with this arUcle in the river 
Bonny alone. The prmcipal trade is carried on by a Mr. To- 
bmof Liverpool, who appears to enjoy quite a monopoly ; and, 
to judge from the small cost at which it is obtained in Africa, 
wd the high value it holds in England, the profits must be con- 
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fidenUe. This traffic is, hoUrever, atteadecl with much dan-, 
ger to the immediate actors ; aod great difficulty is ezperi^ 
esced in ohtaixung seamen fat the ehips^ as it freqaentl jT 
iiappens that few of the original crew return from that &tal 
coast, whore they sometimes lie for two or three years hefore 
they complete their cargo, and during this period the whole 
ship's company not unirequently become victims to the pe^ 
tilential dimate. This it is that prevents sailcnrs of good char- 
acter and abilities from entering into the service ; and report 
says, that it is no uncommon event for the diip*s crew -to be 
completed a night previously to her sailing, by means that 
reflect but little credit upon those concerned. In fiu^ it is 
currently stated, that many^ of the men arrive on board in a 
state oi intozicatioo, and, with returning reason, find j them- 
aelves under weigh fi>r the coast of Africa. Ivory is another 
article exported in large quantities from the river Bonny ; and 
ere ^tannia had broken the shackles of the slave, whilst her 
blood-stained flag waved over the miserable victims of her 
sons' cupidity, this place was their customary mart of human 
fleah and bondage. Even now, the neighbouring nations of 
Europe, the Portuguese and Spaniards, continue this dis- 
graceful and inhuman traffic. 

The method of commencing traide in this river is rather 
amusing, and perhaps deserves notice. When a ship arrives, 
let her object be what it may, ivory, palm-oil, or slaves, all 
have to undergo the same ceremony. Before a single act of 
barter is allowed, a dash, afi it is termed, must be made to the 
J^g, which, being interpreted, means a handsome present 
This takes place with all the pomp imaginable ; a few days 
after the vessel's arrival, his sable Majesty is invited on board 
to a dejune alafourcJiette, when all the masters of the diflfer- 
ent ships are mustered to meet him. He then embarks in a 
large . canoe, rowed by about thirty paddles, while he sits, 
with all the pomp and dignity of the King of Bonny, on a 
Hnd of rude throne or chair, rigged up in the after p^, and 
dressed inJiis robes of state. Upon his arrival on board, he is 
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received in due form, and handed to Uie break&st table bjr 
the Captain. Inunediately he ia eeated, he &11s to, and eats 
like ^any other hog, until his powers of receiving, but not 
his inclination, are exhausted: when this effect is produced, 
the dash is brought forward, and spread out for ^ inspection. 
It generally ccoisists of various articles, such as' muskets, casks 
of powder, beads, bushels of salt, and stuf^ of divers descrip- 
tions ; if the intended offering meets with his approbation, 
he gives a grunt to that effect, when the goods are handed 
into bis boat He then takes a parting glass or two, before 
embarking -hia own fair form, from the ef^ts of which he 
is generally slung in a rope and lowered to the canoe, where, 

**Tbe world forgettingr bj the world forgot, ** 

he is rowed adiore to wallow in the mire of which nature 
made hioi. Immediately alter this interesting ceremony, 
trade is idlowed to commence, and the coopers from, the palm- 
oil ships may then go on shore and set up their casks, which 
are put into theirading canoes and taken many miles up the 
country ; they frequently tetum ia the course of a week, with 
two or three puncheons, which they procure for articles sim* 
ilar to those mentioned above ; and I will venture to say, 
that each cask does not cost more than two pounds in that 
country, which in England sells^for ten times as much; 8 
or 10,000 tons are thus annually sent from this place to Liver- 
pool, Bristol, and other British ports ; no other country but our 
own, ever taking a cargo, as they in general prefer btack ivo- 
ry. The country surrounding this town is low, and swampy, 
and at that season of the year (March) particularly unheed- 
thy. The merchant vessels were losing many men daily, al- 
though every precaution was taken to prevent disease. — 
They Were nearly all covered in, and the men not allowed to 
go oa shore, or work in the sun, which is the chief enemy to 
the constitution in this climate. Man, in these torrid regions, 
is not the first person singular ; he is subject to and governed 
by the sun, every action is dependent upon that hot luminar};, 
and every intention expressed, should properly terminate 
with, «• if the sun will let me f it acts not only upon the body 
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bat upon the mind its influence is also g^eat, and none who 
have not ezp^ienced it, can imagine the pleasore of seeing 
the sun, after its burning maddening course, siok into the 
cool bed of the ocean, acting upon the m^d as the plunge 
into a cold bath, when in a high state of fever, does upcm the 
body. It used to be a saying in Portugal, and I believe in 
many other hot places, " that none but dogs and Englishmen 
went out in the sun. ' The burning rays in Afiica are pos- 
8e»3sed of so much power, that braving lliem in the mid-day, 
may, with great propriety, be considered as tying the first 
knot of a strait-waistcoat ; and if a coup de soleU does not 
quickly deprive you of reason enough to know any thing 
about it, you will soon discover that a second walk in the 
8un-diine may save you the necessity of looking after your 
own aflairs, and trouble your next of kin to take charge of 
your body and estate, under the conviction that your mind is 
removed ex officio. All nature seems in these caloric regions 
to feel and look parched and feverish; and I firmly believe, 
that every oat, dog, mouse, tree, shrub, and butterfly, in fact, 
every member of the animal and vegetable kingdom, looks 
t^th as much pleasure upon the daily decease of this hot lu- 
minary, as it hails with delight the cool [refreshing dews of 
night, and the cold comfortable-looking moon, shinmg with its 
round unmeaning flice upon the thirsty earth. An English- 
man cannot understand a tropical sun ; the dog-days of our 
temperate isle, would be refi-eshing moments to the toasting, 
stewing^ enervating hours of an African purgatory ; frequent- 
ly no breath of air sweeps over the waters to cool your parch- 
ed skin, or else it comes like <' blasts from heU,'' and you in- 
hale air that almost burns the lungs, so hot and arid is it 
With night come the tempting but too fiital dews, and a re- 
freshing breeze : 

" The morrow comes when they are not for tbee !*' 

This river abounds with ground-sharks of a prodigious size 
and, from the respect whichis paid them by the natives, they 
are quite domesticated. This, however much it may be ad-? 
QUred in some animals, is not at all a pleasing trait in th^ 
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character of a diark, and the domestic monster of this species 
is quite as disagreeable in his mode of mastication, as bis less 
polished brotjier of the deep ; but probably I shall be better 
understood by saying, that fh>m having proper respect and 
attention paid to them, they are quite fearless, and seem to 
eat you under the impression that men were made for sharks. 
The inhabitants of Bonny worship this ^ery sagacious, and 
agreeable monster, which they call their Jewjew, and seem to'- . 
consider that the nearest way to heaven, is through the di--* A 
gestive organs of a ground-shark. In consequence of this ' 
devotion paid to the shark, it is considered a great crime to 
kill them, for they say, ** Who kDl Jewjew, him go daca* 
but who Jewjew. eat, him go c(mCartable f^ an odd id^Bw 
of comfort, but chacun a son gout, as our polite neighbours 
say. These animals appear so well aware of their preroga- 
tive of protection, that they commit the most daring acts, 
and have been known to leap some feet out of the water to 
get hold of men whilst working in the head of the vessel, 
thinking no doubt, that they w.^re fit subjects to be ^\made 
comfortable,''^ as they had just undergcme the process of ablu- 
tion. Falling overbold is certain destruction, as they keep 
a constant watch upon all vessels lying in the harbour. 

The inhabitants hold a kind of festival three or four thnes a 
year, which they call " Javjav." It is conducted by taking 
all their canoes into the middle of the river, when, after nu- 
merous ceremonies and absurdities to invoke the patronage 
and protection of their attentive listeners, they commence 
throwing them quantities of goats, fowls, goms, &c. until ev- 
ery monster that happens to be in the neighbourhood, appears 
satisfied ; on which they return to the shore with loud rejoic- 
ings. In return for this kindness^ the Jewjew gives a protec- 
tion purely Irish ;''' for, the first native that any one can get 
hold of he prevents any other from attacking, by eating him 
himself. Would that this were the only rile they pay to these 

* Fide Sir Jonah Barringtop*i deieiiption of a gentleman in Ireland, who 
was called **tlie peace maKer," because 1^ would pever let any body 6ghtrr 
l>ttt himself. 
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Voracious monsters ! Humanity is not so much shocked by 
the almost self-sacrifice of ignorance and superstition, but 
when innocence becomes a victim,'compassion shudders at that 
Which she cannot prevent Every year a guiltless child is 
doomed to expiate with its life, ti^e follies and crimes of its 
destroyers. The poor babe is named for this'bloody rite at 
• / ita birth from which time it is called their Jewjew, and allow- 
. 'jBd* every indulgence that its infant fimcy can wish for, until it 
, arrives at about nine or ten years of age, when its sanguin- 
ary doom must be fulfilled. The tears and lamentations of 
the child avail not ; its parents have placed their feelings of 
Mifture on the altar of a mistaken devotion ; it is therefore left 
alone to plead with those who hope to benefit by its destruc- 
tion. The sharks collect as if in expectation of the dainty 
meal being prepared for them. The spot chosen is a spit 
of sand, into which a stake is driven at loW-water oaark.— 
The mother sees her innocent ofl&pring bound to this, and, as 
the tide advances left alone. Various noises are made to 
drown the cries of the terrified child. It^ little hands are 
seen imploring, and its lips calling for her aid ; the water soon 
reaches the stake, and the greedy monsters are seen by the 
tender victim quickly approachmg with the deepening tide. 
Have we fellow-creatures like these 1 is there a mother that 
can stand and see this unconcerned 1 Can her heart be form- 
ed like ours ? has not the withering bolt of heaven seared up 
their feelings, and lefl them a debased and hardened imita- 
tion of humanity 1 I need but briefly finish the horrible pic- 
ture. The shouting mob stand watching the stake until the 
advancing tide has emboldened the sharks to approach their 
prey — then their dreadful revelry begins. No tear is shed 
for the poor sufierer, but the day is concluded with rejoicing 
and festivities. 

It will be seen from this, and the following fact, that these 
animals, which in general are looked upon with a feeling of 
terror and disgust, are here held in much estimation and 
importance. In their punishments they ever make them their 
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judges, (more properly executioners) in case of any atrocity 
being committed. The person upon whom suspicion fells is 
ordered by the king to swim across the river, when, if inno- 
cent, he is to arrive safe upon the otlier side ; but if other- 
wise, these just judges are to Mve him for breakfast This 
trial [takes place before his majesty and an immense con- 
course of spectators : the suspected -person is brought forth and 
forced into the river, when the poor devU makes every exertion 
to reach the destined goal, but strange to say, the king has 
never yet left the beach without being My convinced of 
the truth of his suspicions, as no instance is on recwd of the 
sharks ever allowing him to be in the wrong. This is cer- 
tainly very like hanging first and faying afterwards. These 
people have a great deal of trade and constant intercourse 
with Europeans, yet we found them in many things as de- 
based as any savages upon the coast ; and these bloody cere- 

nVmtt ""'' '"^°™ "" ""' ''^' "^y' ^^^^ 

li^'^L?"^ "' their devotion is the guana, a species of 

Iri7.n Jf 7! °^ ^^ ""^ P"^"«g«<' members of ^j. 
ety, and aUowed to do whatever it pleases with impunity It 

Z^W """ir' "^^^^ -Ptfle,,which,in'SJ 
counteble^nfay ™ay be a reason for the attention whicrL 

ITrii f "^ °" '^^^"^ occasions,scen it enti a house 
S foHmS'^;'"^ °^'°"^^ ^"'^ -^-^^ -"-^ were inteS 

lobj:sttsion^rr^e?hf^^ ----- 

An occurrence also took place whilst we were here which 
had nearly proved of a serious nature to the t^erT iT „! 
mc^asequenceof a mate of one of th^e velse^L'w S 

'^ l-ebble and the whole nation were on the qui viZ 
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vowing vengeance against the aggressor, at the same time 
that a mandate was issued for the instant suspenn<m of all 
trade. Every canoe coming down &e river with oil and other 
merchandize t^as stopped, and a guard put on hoard to pre- 
vent her delivering the cargo. In fact, a perfect stagnation 
took place, not a single native attempting to come on hoard 
any ship fi>r any purpose whatever : this state of things last- 
ed for acxne days, hut was at last compromised by presenting 
a dash to tne King, adequate to the dreadful offence vrlueh 
had been committed I 



8 



90 JOURNAL or AN OFFICEBy &C. 



h. 



CHAPTER VII. 

Cape Formosa. A tfjected offer. Shoals near the rh>er Wfl- 
ree. Entrance of ike Benin, Amusement on shore, — 
Maccato, the sable sovereign of 6oobie, Free offers of 
slaves. Sketch of the career of a slave. Origin and first , 
intention of the African slave traffic. Condition of the 
slave in the West Indies as compared with that of the ; 
toUd African, King Maccaw^s notions of roguery and j 
other matters. A supply of provisions. Inquiries res-, 
pecting Captain Clapperton, A nights soaking. Sud- 
den change of weather and dangerous situation of the 
Barrofiputa's boat, ^Renewal of acquaintance with the 
king tf Boobie, His hospitable behaviour. 

Having completed our survey of the river Bonoy, and ob- 
tained what fresh provisions the place aflorded, we made sail 
off the coast, and then continued our course to the north- 
ward ; but too far from the shore to be enabled ^o form any 
opinion of its character. On the following day, towards even- 
ing, we made Cape Formosa, (or handsome,) where we came 
to an anchor, about seven miles from the land. This Cape 
is situated in latitude 4° W 24'.' north, and Ibng. 5** 54' 33" 
east, and forms a fine bold headland. We despatched two 
boats early the following morning to measure a base-line, 
and make some necessary observations; immediately after 
which, a canoe arrived on board, with about half a dozen na- 
tives, who stated that they came from a river called Sangany, 
near Cape Formosa, and as if but one interpretation could be 
put upon people with white &ces paymg them a visit, they 
commenced without hesitation of&ring slaves for sale, and 
informed us that they had a great many cm hand in very good 
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condition ; when given to understand that we ^ere not come 
for that purpose, they could not at all conceive what our object 
could be ; and, as no body took the trouble, to explain, they 
left us in silent astoni^unent at our not having a tastef^for 
"stout niggera" 

Upon the return of the boats, we again got under weigh to- 
wards the river Benin, keeping as close in,, as the very shoal 
water along this part of the coast wouM allow ; sufficiently 
near, however, to enable us to perceive many small rivers^ 

' that here emptied ttiemselves into the gpa At sun-set we 
cam&-to in four and a half fithcansj about four miles^ from 

^ the land, and continued in this way for some time, running 
oloag shore during the day, and standing out at sun-set. The 
coast appeared low and swampy, without any signs of inhab- 

^ itante. When near the Waree, a river of some magnitiide, 
we were obliged, tatack, (in order to avoid the dangerous 

^ shoals that extend some distance from its mouth*) and short- 
ly afterwards made the southern entrance to the Benin, 
where we anchored in fi^e fathoms water. 

On the following morning we again weighed and stood to- 
wards the river, but a strong wind, getting up from the south' 
' east, -obliged us to take in all sail, and run before it This 
' was one of the younger brandies of the Tornado family, be- 
' ginning quite suddenly and with some violence, but subsid- 
' ing almost asquiokly. Towards noon, we were enabled again 
' to make sail for the river, and shortly afterwards to come to 
an anchor, about four miles from the bar. On the following 
day, I went in company with another boat, for the purpose of 
sounding the entrance to the Benin : we had got over the bar^ 
and nearly three miles dp the river, when, having completed 
our work and bemg about to return, the tide made with so 
much rapidity, that we were obliged instantly to anchor. 
As the amusement of sitting in a boat watching the unva- 
ried progress of the water as it glides past, is not of the 
most enlivening description, and as this was the onjy prospect 
before us foy some hours, I resolved to get on shore, and see 
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what variety could be met with there : accordingly, I bad 
the boat paUed towards the right bank. As we aj^roached, a 
town was observed, which determined at once our landing- 
plaee, and we were very soon surrounded by a parcel of sans 
culottes, kicking, capering, and screaming like a parcel ai 
scorphed bedlivnites. We required an introduction to H. M. 
S. Majesty, and were instantly led or rather squeezed into the 
presence of the dingy despot, who received us with much 
civility and good nature ; that is to say, he-did pot eat us, how- 
ever much his royal gastric might have been agitated by our 
vicinity. This, town enjoys the inteOectutp tiame of *^Boo- 
bie,** and his Majesty is indebted to his sponsors for the splen- 
did appellation of *^ Maccaw,** by which cognomen he stands 
enrolled in the annals of royalty, **Maccaw King of Boo- 
6i«.'* We found him a veiy worthy sort of personage ; but 
our sudden appearance produced much amazement to himself 
and subjects. This they soon, however, recovered from, and 
commenced with great earnestness to oflfer slaves at a very 
low price ; in fact, I could have bought a fellow twice as 
big as myself, young, good action, and warranted sound, for a 
jacket and pair of scissors ; and, when bought 1 might have 
inflicted any cruelty upon him thatmy fiipcy could devise, 
without ^e sli^test interruption from the spectatora Some- 
thing there is so strange in thus being (^ered a fellow-creature 
for so small a sum, that I could not help moralising upon it 
as a kind of lesson upon our insignificance. To follow the va- 
ried course of this being's existence, gives a highly illus- 
trated picture of human vicissitude. First, the helpless in- 
fant, depending on its mother to cherish that life which 
she has given — to her dearer than the world or her own — for 
the wandering savage of Africa loves her of&pring as dearly 
as the more enlightened mother of Europe : nay, perhaps 
in many instances, the scale of natural affection would be in, 
favour of the former;* she watches hmi in his growth, until 

* No Afiiean mother would trust her tender ofl^>rinf to the uncertain kind* 
neas of anutber, during those days of belplesmiese, when it ia solely depend- 
ent tipon ber to cherlah that existence whidi ihe has given. Nature points 
out the parent's duty.bui fashion has driven maternal afltectlon fironKbe breast 

.J^J^^f^P^^n niothers and substituted ia its place, the hired lenderneea of a 
stranger ! 
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he can sport with the chilcbren of his years ;^^bb he advan- 
ces in life, he feels the native passions stir withm him, and 
he tries to rival the other youths of his tribe ; if Nature has 
made faim strong and active, he silrpasses them in their wild 
sports, until he prides himself upon his superiority ; he goes 
then to battle and to conquest-; he is valued for his prowess 
and soon leads them as their chie£ Again he meets the 
enemies of his race, when perhaps, overcome by numbers, or a 
desperate wound, he becomes a prisoner. Then what a change 
takes place in his' existence ! he is confined in. & loathsome 
cell, perhaps for. months, until s(»ne fellow-creature comes 
and purchases him for a few pence. He is carried on board a 
ship, chained, and then stowed with hundreds more in the 
hold, there to live or die :^ he survives the horrors of the 
voyage, he is landed in a distant country, where this pride 
of the little world in which he was known, is doomed to pass 
the remainder of his days, " a bondman in the land of stran^^ 
gers," where every thing is new to him, and where he is 
thought of as a slave. It is frequently the lot of this life, 
that youth ie cut off when every expectation is about being 
realised : when the perfection, is acquired which it has taken 
years of application or study to obtain; but then the recol- 
lection ahd regret cease — the grave obliterates all : not so 
tills being^— he lives with the remembrance of what he has 
been, more strongly and bitterly impressed by the percepti<m 
of v^hat he is. The rude talents which were so much esteem- 
ed amongst his countrymen, and which cost him his early life 
to acquire, are unheeded ; and it may be said that he is new- 
bom, — a full-grown child in civilised society. 

As this is probably the last occasion 1 shall have of referring 
to the sorrov^^s and cruelties of davery,! may, perhaps, be al- 
lowed to make a few observations up<Mi that much-agitated 
question. It is not my intention to enter upon the subject of 
slavery with regavd to its political importance, but briefly to 
state the probable rnoralben^t conferred upon mankind bif 
itM establishment in Africa. Another reason for my entering 
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more fully into its particulars is, to make it clearly underetoodt 
that the passages in my journal which allude to the miseried 
and harhorities endured hy the slave, apply only to the dia. 
gracefiil manner in which ^iie" trade is carried on upon the 
western coast of Africa, and not in any reelect to the ^- 
mestic toftowrer-employed in our West Indian Colonies under 
the same name. The very first authorities agree in-stati^ 
that slayeiy ha4 its origin in a principle of hmnahity, and^m 
aversion to shedding hlobd. Justinian says, " ^aves are so 
called {gervi), because conquerors, instead of putting their 
prisoners to death, are accustomed to sell them,^md thus save 
their lives* (conservare) ;" meaning that it was the early 
custom of the Romans to destroy their prisoners, to avoid the 
inconvenience of providing for them, or becoming again their 
opponents. The first step of civilisation put a Stop to this in- 
human practice, when the more humane course (^selling 
theitn for servants was adopted. 

The traffic in slaves was first coamienced between Europe 
and Africa by the Portuguese in 1443, and by the English dur- 
ing the reign of Queen Elizabeth, in 158a The slaves now 
sent from Africa to the Brazils and other Portuguese settle- 
ments, (for none have been imported ,into our colonies since 
the year 1806,) are according to Park, prisoners taken in 
battle, condemned to slavery for scnne crime, voluntary slaves, 
or born in bondage. Uhdoubted authority exists to prove 
that prisoners taken in battle were constantly sacrificed in 
cold blood with the most revolting cruelty ; and frequently the 
propensities of the cannibal gave an additional horror to the 
scene. Shortly after the commencement of this traffic, the 
inhabitants on the coast found more benefit firom preserving 
their prisoners, than from sacrfficing theiq to their rev^ge ; 
in consequence of which, miUions have been'spared who would 
otherwise have heen immolated on the altar of blood. Bruce 
says, ^ The merchandise of slaves has contributed much to 
abolish two savage African customs,— the eating of captives, 

*"Serv! autemex eo appellnti 9unr, quod Imperatorcs captivot vendere 
ac per lioc set vare nuc occldere qolem/'-oJust. 
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and BacTificmg them to idols, once universal in that whole 
continent." Withoat, therefore, once considering the motive 
tiiat induced Europeans to commence this traffic, does not Af- 
rica owe Jthem- something for thus saving genefrations of her 
children. This benefit soon extended from the coast to the 
interior, spreading a comparative enlightenment over the 
whole conHnehti and it would be difficult at the present mo- 
ment to say that a tribe of cannibals exists throughout the 
country. The second cause of slavery," punishment for of- 
fencea against society," is an enactment of their own makmg 
\if wMch any man committing a crime becomes subject to« 
certain period of slavery, according to its magnitude. This 
law is founded upon principles of justice, and perhaps hu- 
manity. 

The third cause is " voluntary slavery ,"which arises from a 
variety of circumstances, the principal being poverty and &- 
nune, when a man, to avoid the miseries of one, and pressing 
calls of the other, sells his liberty rather them his existence ; 
and the poor negro, when fiiinting with hunger,, thinks, like 
Esau of old,*^ Behold, I am at the point to die, and what profit 
shallthis birthright do to me 1" 

The fourth cause, it is, perhaps, l6ss easy to vindicate than 
either of the foregoing, as it is entailing upon an unofiending 
b^ing £he punishment awarded for the crimes or follies of 
<UM)iher, and depriving him at once of that birthright to 
which, all are entitled. Those " bom in slavery" a?e the 
children of natived who have become slaves firom one of the 
above ca^se8. A negro in Afirica has the power not only to 
sell himsplf and heirs to petpetual bondage, but an offence 
committed against the state in which he lives may condenm 
the individual and his generation to a heritage of slavery ! 
From these causes, and especially &e latter, the greater por- 
tion of the inhabitants ot Africa are easting in a state oi 
servitude, without any hope of r^emption ; and I shall^ use 
^ words of that enterprising traveller, Park, in proof <^ 
this assertion. He says, "The akves in Africa, I suppose. 
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are nearly in the proportion of three to one to the free meir : 
they claim no reward for their services, except food and cloth- 
ing, and are treated with' kindness or severity, accordiiig to 
the good or hati disposition of their masters ; and i^ this con- 
dition of life, a great :body of the negro inhabitants of Africa 
have continued from Ae earliest period of their history, with 
this aggravation, that their children are born to no other in- 
heritance." From these observations, supported by the above 
authorities, it will appear that the injustice of the slave-trade 
is more in name than in reality : that^ m fact, when Europe- 
ans take the inhabitants of 'Africa from their^native soil, they 
do not add to the list of slaves, but merely transplant them 
from a land of ignoi*ance and superstition, to one of civilisa- 
tion and improvement ; and, as a positive fact^ I can state that 
out of forty slaves, of whom the inquiry was made, all but two 
acknowledged being in that state in their own country, and 
those thus excepted had voluntarily sold themselves to exile 
whilst pressed by femine. 

The intercourse betweenAfrica and Europe was first stimu.- 
lated by cupidity: that Africa has derived benefit from this 
intercourse, cannot be doubted.. The inactive, character of 
the negroes would never have led them to improvement in 
either their laws or customs, and centuries elapsed without 
producing any apparent change, or advancement towards civil 
isation. "Their rude ignorance,^' says Gibbon, "has nev^r 
invented effectual weapcms oi defence or destruction; thej 
appear incapable of formmg any extensive plans of govern- 
ment or conquest, and the obvious inferiority of their mental 
faculties has been discovered and abused by the nations o£ 
the Temperate Zone." They are, therefore, indebted to their 
intercourse with Europe for much of the civilisation -they 
have obtained. We are not now so frequently shocked by flie 
reported barbarities of the African savage; aud the modem 
historian has a mach brighter picture to represent than that 
described by Speed, the great geographer of tiie sixteenth 
century, who, speaking of some parts of Africa^ say«, " TTiey 
have Shambles of man's flesh, as we have for meate ; they 
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kiJl their owne children in the birth, to avoide the trouble 
of breeding them, and prei^rve their nation with stolen bratta 
fifom their neighbouring countries."^ 

A slight view of the comparative comfort enjoyed by the 
domesticated slave in the West Indies and his brother of the 
woods, shall wind up these remarks. The wild savage is the 
child of pafision, unaided by one ray of religion or morality to 
direct his course, in consequence of which his existence is 
stained with every crime that , can debase human nature to a 
level with the brute creation. - Who ei^ say that the slaves 
in our ccdonies are such ? Are they not, by comparison with 
their still savage brethren, enlightened beings 1 Is not the 
West Indian negro, therefore, greatly indebted to his master 
for malqng him what, he is— fear having raised him from the 
state of debasement in which he was born, and placed bun 
in a scale of civilised society 1 — How can he repay himl 
He is possessed of nothing — ^the only return m his power is his 
servitude. As the ore gives forth the metal as a. reward to 
man for cleansing it of its dross, so the savage, a rude mass of 
ignorance and vice, mixed with the principles and capabilities 
of improvement, would live and die in debasement if the 
hand of civilisi^tion did not step in and cleanse him of his impu- 
rities. The man who has seen the wild African roaming in his 
native woods, and the well-fed happy-Iboking negro of the 
West Indies, inay perhaps be able to judge o£ their compar* 
ative happiness; the former, I strongly suspect, would be glad 
to change his state of boasted freedom, starvation, and disease 
to become Uie slave of sinners, and the commiserati(Ki of 
»ints I I strongly conjecture^ that it humanity had come 
forth a few centuries earlier in the bulk she now possesses, 
civilisation would have been upset in her voyage to Africa, 
1 shall CMMslude by^ just asking the impartial reader, whether 
the miseri^ of slavery have not produced the blessings of 
enlightenment, and thus* added another proof to the old but not. 
less just observationi that ''evU is sometimes productive of 
good?** 
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I mast again apologise for thus transgressing by digress- 
ing ; but, as a further statement of (he reasons which indu- 
ced me to enter into so lengthy a discusBion upon this subject 
would only increase its dimensions, I ^all content myself by 
barely acknowledging the liberty I have taken with my jour- 
nal, and beg again to lead the indulgent reader to our inter- 
view with king Maccaw of Boobie-town. After a few preli- 
miniqries, I informed him that we belonged to a man-of-war 
ship ; which made him at once, with much justice and dis- 
cernment, set us down as *^ very great rogues," under the im- 
pression that we were come to take slave-ships,, and, as he 
would have expressed it, to deprive the honest slavers of their 
property — a singular contrast of white humanity against Mack 
reason ; for these people certainly looked upon us in the same 
light as. we should regard pirates, and thought that we acted 
contrary to all principles of honesty- and justice, by depriving 
the slave-dealer of his right to dispose of some hundreds of 
his fellow-creatures, -whom he had honestly come by! Some 
of our old " Saints^'* would have stared a little at hearing 
themselves called " old rogues !" by the sable king of Boo- 
bie, and backed by dozens of those very " niggers" their tender 
hearts had been so long trying to emancipate. I never yet 
found a native of this coast who did nott;onsider slaves^^^as 
a very fair description of traffic,* and their general statement 
was — ** If me go fight, and run away, then me caught and 
made prisoner, and me go slave to buckra man ;^ so man I take 
I sell to buckra, cause him coward." None of them, ever 
expressed a disinclination to become slaves if placed under 
the same circumstances; but at the same time they had great 
horror at the idea of ever being sent from their native country. 
But, as I before said, the erudite king of Boobie and his 
court, immediately on hearing we belonged to a man-o^war, 
set • us down as suspicious characters ; consequently it be- 
came my duty to eradicate this impression, tind endeavour to 
convmce these discerning people that we were not in any 
way connected with " those rogues that came to take slave 
ship." Hear this, ye dignified, high-minded, high-headed 
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pAtrolers of the quarter-deck — ^ye raids of no degree, put youf 
caps straight and try to 4ook honest — ^ye of one epaulette, 
pray for another, but don*t stieal it — and ye exalted individuals 
of two, turn your coats inside out ; those much-coveted or- 
naments to your shoulders will condemn you, for one of these 
natives in the confideDce of friendship told me, tha^ **in man-of- 
war ship that come stealing, there many bad men; but one 
them call Cap'n,^tm ve'y big rogue" To disown any ac- 
quaintance with these ^^rogues" was therefore my only course 
1 accordingly tried ' to impress upon my suspic^us hearers 
that we were particularly honest people, and come to ** make 
book of river :" this excited some alarm at first ; they appear- 
ed to think that I intended to make the river into a book, and 
then carry it off; and one feDow asked with much simplicity, 
if I ^make book of fish too?" Few persons, who have not 
tried it, know the difficulty of conveying ideas into the woolly 
head of a negro ; and the efibrt necessary to impress upon this 
intelligent khjg and his luminous subjects the object I had in 
view, was almost too much for my patience or ingenuity 
Matter-of-fact people of all nations are a **6o?e" — I mean 
such as take the hyperbolical expressions of a lively imagma- 
tkm in the literal sense of their own plodding capacities, and 
set the animated and entertaining speaker down as either 
a confounded distorter of facts^-frequently called by a more 
vulgar appellation— or a most egregious blockhead, fit only 
to embellish a strait waistcoat or a horse-collar. After try- 
ing every mode that my fancy could devise to convey the idea 
of makuig a chart, without success, I was about giving it up 
in despair, and leaving them convinced that I was one of the 
aforesaid " rogues" I wound up my discourse, however, by 
saying in a very serious tone, " King, suppose I come to take 
slave-ship, you think 1 come see you and drink grog? — No ! I 
. go up river, and take diip over bar to my oountry, and no 
8top to talk and drink witi you." 

This piece of eloquence appeared to produce more effect 
^n all I eould say about honesty and charts : the one they 
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didr not believe in— the other the^ knew nothing about ; so, 
Aflet a short «ilence of reflection, he thrust out his great black 
fist, saying, " Well, ij» b'leve you; you tell true; you no 
ve'y big rogue." I acknowledjg^ed the compliment, where- 
upon he sent a party of his slaves to catoh a fine pig, which 
they soon did, and returned with the intended victim, proclaim- 
ing aloud, in his own noisy way, the injustice of hia Majesty's 
opinion, and proving it by our intention to rob him of his ex- 
istence for oinr personal j^atlficatipn. Unfortunately, the 
observations of this intelligent punter were interriipted by 
the knife of a quarter-master dissevering his jugular. A large 
quantity of yanls were also added to thi^ -seasonable suf^ly of 
^esh provisions ; a thing^ which we liad not indulged in for the 
last eax weeks. ^ - 

Having, whilst in the river Bonny, seen an English news- 
paper which mentioned the intended expedition of Captain 
Clappertdn up the Benin, 1 made inquiries whether he had 
arrived, but could not discover that such was the case. l*he 
kmg could oiily inform me, that during the present moon 
a man-of-war had anchored off the bar, and then sent two 
. boats up the river to cut out a Portuguese slaver, whicl; he, 
with great dolour, said they had succeeded in doing. Having 
concluded this interview so much to our satisfaction, we re- 
turned to the l)oats, and with the ebb tide got under wei^ 
for the ship ; but when we arrived at the bar, we found the 
breakers so excessively heavy, IJiat crossing would have 
been attended with too much danger to-be attempted ; in con- 
sequence we bore up, and ran into a snug aiichorage. Snuff 
it was : — reader, did you ever lie at the bottom of a river all 
night while it was gently rolling over you, and upon waking 
in the morning find yourself wet fix)m the breast to the back- 
boned Because, if you never did, ybii can hardly hnagine 
how comfortable we were ; — but 1 meant the anehor was snug 
^ in the situation above mentioned. I had frequently before 
; been wet through, that is to say, my outward man, but never 
until this moment did I know whiat it was to have a perfect 
cuticle-soaking; so, that if slight pressure had been applied 
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Upon the body, half a shower might have been squeezed from 
any one of us. I know notfwhat to compare this night's rain 
to. It did not come down in drops like common English rain, 
but a sheet of water or nimbi seemed encircling us, so that 
we m%ht have- been taken for fish by any one looking from 
a bit of sun-shine ; but, not being intended foj* that species, 
and consequently unprovided with scales, we were, as 1 before 
said, like so many pieces of wet sponge, and I hav'e hardly 
ever fancied myself dry since ! This wretched night was, 
however, like most others, followed by a morning, when, 
anodous to be or board, we got under weigh with a favour- 
able light breeze. We were once more on the bar, and ex- 
pecting nothing but shortly to be over it — the breakers were 
playing gently around, and every thing gave promise of "a 
speedy arrival and soon,''^ whei;i in a moment the light waves 
were turned to boiling foam,, the boat's mast bowed to the 
water's edge, and the wind burst forth, like steam from an ex- 
ploded boiler, 

." Lashing the slrepy bill.iws into rage." 

No sign had been observed of its approach, and so sudden 
and unexpected was the attack, that it is extraordinary the fir^t 
forcevof this sweeping tornado did not upset our boat Not a 
moment was to be lost : as she recovered herself from the 
shock, we bore up with the intention of returning, but the 
prospect was alike on all sides ; the dashing waves were beat- 
ing in every direction, and that we had just passed had be- 
ccone ** curling foam" and" sparkling spray." Our situation 
was critical, as the wind for some time frustrated ajl our 
efforts to re-hoist a portion of the sail. The scene was any 
thing but pleasing ; above us the rain was pouring in tw- 
renXs-^around us the waves were dashing, roaring, and 
foaming, in apparent disappointment at our having weathered 
the first force of the hurricane — waiting for us, were numer- 
ous large sharks, whom we could perceive close to the boat, 
ever and anon raising their terrific heads, looking anxiously 
for the pleasure of our company. There is s(»nething very 
forbidding in the appearance of these monsters, and I could 

9 
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not help thinking how thin and fragile was the plank that 
kept us from eternity : a moment more, and we might have 
been vainly struggling - to escape from their aj^palling jaws, 
A kind Providence here lent us aid, and a slight abatemeiU 
of the tempest enabled us to get way upon the boat, and soon 
leave the expecting sharkkdefeated of, their prey. Having no 
provisions, we instantly made for the shore, trustingr cmce 
more to the hospitality of the King of Boobie for a supply. 1 
accordingly waited upon his majesty, and re(|uested that he 
would send the people in the^boat whatever was convenient 
This he instantly complied with, ordering a pig and j>]enty of 
yams jto be taken on board. 

Before quitting this princely character, I must not omit 
mentioning a further instance of his kindness and considera- 
tion.— ^Seeing Mr. Rogier, the officer with me, and myself 
quite wet, he insisted upon our undressing, and equipped us 
in suits of his own, until ours w6re perfectly dried : doubtless 
we cut rather a strange appearance whilst thus rigged, and it 
would have puzzled our mothers and all our relations to know 
to what species webelopged: butthe intention was the same 
—a more refined savage could have done no more —few would 
have done so much, and I must show how superior this rude, 
uncultivated African was to the polished European. We were 
his enemies, l)elonging to a nation that deprived him of his 
trade — w.ere throwil upon his hospitality, and in his power, 
when, having fed and clothed us, we were allowed to de- 
part. In our civilised quarter of the globe, when the ship- 
wrecked mariner is thrown upon a hostile shore, he is in- 
stantly seized, cast into prison, and detained as if he were a 
captive taken in battle. I need not .ask which of these, two 
deserves the reward of humanity, but conceive that the untu- 
tored savage here offers a lesson worthy of imitation by more 
civilised princes. 

We took leave of this hospitable kmg, only regretting that 
it was not m our power to make him some return for tirai^ma- 
ny kindnesses which we had received. At four o'clock <m 
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the same day, it being high water, and the tornado and its 
effects having subsided, we again got under weigh : when on 
the bar, wo found the raging waves calm and motionless, and 
the whid " lulled to langour." How the sharks bore their 
disappointment I had not oi^rtunity or inclination to inquire ; 
but lin occasional eddy on the suriace of the water, as the 
monsters turned to propel themselves downwards, Induced me 
to think that they had not quite given up the hope of *' tasting 
cor sweet persons." 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Continued operations of the survey in the Barracouta. — 
Various rivers, 4^. along the coast. Survey of the Cal- 
abar river. A conjecture as to iis ramifications. Employ^ 
ment of the boats at the entrance of the Rio del Rey, — 
Completion of the survey from the Cape of Good Hope 
to Fernando Po, and from thence to Sierra JLeone, — 
Amusement of procuring water and stock, ^Pickled 
chickens'^ Rats v. poultry. Peculiar management of 
the midshipmen^s stock, Fernando Po circumnavigated 
and quitted. Effects of a whirludnd in the Qulf of Guinea, 
Inconvenient results to the crew ef4he Bmrracouta. At" 
rival at Sierra Leone, and renewed junction with the- 
Leven, . Tribute of respect and gratitude to the con- 
duct of Capt, Owen. Captured slave-ships in the harbour 
at Sierf'a Leone. A further surveying attempt. Order 
for the homeward-bound passage. Incidental reflections 
Termination of the voyage. Remarks on the ancient and 
modem charts of Africa, Conclusion, 

At day-light ontheiblbwiiig morning we got under weighs 
and stood with a light breeze to the southward towards Cape 
Formosa, and then continued along shore for the night, hav- 
ing but little wind. We were three days making the Cape, 
during which time we had constant employment, track- 
surveying the coast We passed several large rivers, in 
one of which we observed three vessels lying at anchor ; but, 
a fresh breeze getting up from the westward, we did not stop 
to make , inquiries, and were enal^led to reach the entrance 
to the Bonny by the evcniig, where we found a brig at an^ 
chor, and came-to alongside her. Upon sending a boat on 
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board, she proved to be an English vessel, waitmg to com- 
plete her cargo of palnHuL Qn the following nKMning we 
stood along the coast to the eastward, passing several large 
rivers, most cf which had extensive and dangerous bars at 
their entrance; the coast generally low and woody. - Towards 
noon we began to discern the peak of Fernando Po ; and 
shortly afterwards, the high land of Cameroons. At night 
we came4o about ten miles from the shore, off Tom Shot* s 
Point, being the western entrance of the Calabar river ; and 
at daylight the next morning deiq)atched the whole of the 
boats, in order to make an expeditious survejr; we. were em- 
ployed, witliput intermission, for three days at this w(^k. — 
This river, generally styled in maps the Old Calabar, but 
more [uroperly the Calabar River, is the largest in the Bight 
of Biafiia or Benin. The entrance is about fifteen miles wide, 
with an extensive bar, leaving three and a half fiithoms at low 
water ; but when inside, six, seven, and eight, are obtained. 
There are three shoala between the two points, which leave 

very good ch&nnels on each side. The source of this river 
has not yet been ascertainedjbut 1 am led to believe, that 

most of ihe rivers on this part of the coast to the westward, 
are connected with it^ and very probably the whole of the flat 
sandy country through which they run is an immense clus- 
ter of islands, formed by the di^rent branches which con- 
nect them. This cannot, (^ course, be more than conjecture, 
^ my professional duties prevented me from making any 
eflbrts to establish it as a &ct; at the same time, it is not a 
mere assertion without observation, as many concurring cir- 
cumstances gave rise to the idea in my mindjwhilst em- 
ployed on the survey ; and I feel confident, that in the course 
of discovery, it will be shown that the numerous rivers 
which empty themselyes along this coast are nearly all in- 
debted to the same mighty source for their existence. To 
mention the many trifling evidences which, combmed. served, 
to impress this upon my imagination, would be no proof to 
either the (nan of science or general reader ; but when seen, 
they carry aliving conviction to the mind that their mere men- 
tion never can : I lAiall, ^erefore, leave it to time and enter- 
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prise to establish the truth or fiUlacy of the assertion. . The 
short period we could devote to this river would not ^idmit 
of our making a Very minute survey, but our charts are so^ 
ficiently accurate for all the purposes of navi^tion. Wc 
had no intercourse whatever with the natives; not a boat of 
any description paid us a visit, much to our disappointment, 
as we could gladly have received any donation in the shape 
of yams, i»gs, chickens, or any other species Of fresh pro- 
vision. Many vessels from England visit this place for car- 
goes of palm-oil, which they obtain about twenty miles up 
the river, at the town of Calabar. Having devoted as mnch 
time as possible to this, survey, we got under weigh, and roun- 
ded the land (^ Backasey, about four miles from the shore, 
and soon afterwards came-tooff the Rio del Rey. .This land 
of Bdckasey is a very extraordinary projection, separating the- 
two rivers from one another, and forming a kind of pr<»]Hxi* 
toiy. The boats were employed the whole of <me day and 
part of another, in procuring soundings at the entrance of 
the Rio del Rey, which havings done, we made sail to the 
southward, and came*to under the high land of Cameroons, 
where we obtained the latitude, for the purpose of joining 
our work done previously to going to Fernando Po, Having 
now completed the whoieof the coast from the Cape of Good 
Hope to Fernando Po, and the Leven having done tiiat from 
Fernando to Sierra Leone, we weighed from the anchorage to 
the above island, as the most likely place .to obtain some fiBsh 
provisions, before commencing our passage to Sierr& Le- 
one. We were a long time beating towards our destina- 
tion, and did not reach the land until nearly dark; we there- 
fore stood off fta* the night, and had plenty of amusement 
(thanks to a slight tornado, and abundance of rain, thunder, 
and lightning,) which kept the watch pretty well occupied 
until morning, when, the wind having moderated, we passed 
the north end ot the island,- and shortly afterwards came to 
an anchor, about a quarter of a mile from the (joat Rock, in 
seventeen fathoms. 

During our stay here, four or five days, we were employed 



in the use^ and amiwing oecupatkna oi getting water and 
stock. /Fhe anchor waa no sooner down than the canoes fk>ck- 
ed on JiKMird wholesale, and. although during our ttmner visit we 
coold get nothii^ but yams, yet now we found ^ cocks and 
their wives,** as the Yankees call them, and these in great 
abundance. All they demanded for the sacrifice ai their 
feathered associates was the much-prized irtm hoop, and two 
or three inches of this^nocured a whole geneimti(Hv of chick- 
ens, from the ri^t reverend and tough great grandfather, to 
the tender and almost unfledged pi^et In &ct, as soon as 
they discovered our [MFopensity to the poultry-yard, a wonder- 
ful constema^on ensued amongst the birds of the air, and 
many an unhappy macaw and cockatoo had to perform the 
duty of ducks and geese: their gaudy plumage plucked, pret- 
ty tipe and tufted head decafntated, the^disceming taste of 
Jack . swallowed the noisy $cr€amer with all the gout due 
to a well-fed cockier; and it would have been as easy to per- 
suade him that the ducks of Fernando Po were not web- 
tooted, and had no taste for water, as to convince him that 
the domestic gobbler on a village pond was the genuine |oe6- 
fooUd caekatoo, with a strong propensity for aquatic excur- 
sions. But, as dead poultry of any descripti<Mi would not last 
a sea voyage of uncertain duration, they were only in request 
for present use, chickens being the standing article of barter 
for stock. £very messman wa? trfmg his best before start- 
ingi andthenuirket was so well provided^ that the race ap- 
peared to have a fiiir chan<^ of becoming extinct, an inch or 
two of hoop always producing plenty of diickens, for which 
we made our own bargaiurthey throwing a quantity of yams 
mto the scale, as a kind of eiiU)elliBhment or garnish. 

The Me of the three different stocks was rather varied and 
amusing; and as they shared in our disagreeables, and tried to 
add to our comforts even at the expense of their own, they 
deserve a slight mention here, to rescue thcmfrom that obli« 
vion in which they would otherwise be buried. Before the 
mast, they had obtained an immense number of all sizes and 
ages, and I verily believe I saw the aboriginal cock and hea 
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of Ferqando Po performing a species of dance — quite «fler* 
the manner of the ancients-^before some oi the sailors, much 
to their gratification : this was their last performance pre- 
viously to being pickled. 1 dare say few of my readers have 
ev^ eaten *^ pickled chickens ;" it does not sound nice; but I 
will relate fiiithfiilly the manner in which Jack performed 
this operation. Their caterer had contrived by various mean?, 
which history would^ rather say nothing about, to obtain bipeds 
enough to fill a thirty-gallon cask. Now, it must be under- 
stood, that on board our ship eatables were at a high premium ; 
tor, although every man Wa& perfectly honest, and would not 
on any account have taken a feather fircmi the stock of anc^er, 
yet there were some of our messmates whose gluttony, I 
regret to say, overcame their notioiis of honour and honesty, 
and in fact every proper notion that appertains to gastronomy ; 
some who, labouring under all the disadvantages of a healthy, 
strong digestion, and not- at all respectmg Hie doctrines of 
meum and timm, devour^ every Uiing, living or dead, that 
came in their way ; I need liardly mention the Bandicote, 
who unfortunately liked chickend to an amazing extent — 
Again, eatables in this climate do not improve by keeping ; 
nay, not even when alive ; and these xaihBL'^Y feathered toar- 
blerSf soon after coming on board, ventured to betray symp- 
toms of indigestion* and other bodily infirmities, which would 
very soon have left them in top unhealthy a state for any stom- 
ach but that of the above mentioned rats. In ecmse^uence of 
this pressing to be pickled. Jack was rather hard-run for a time 
to perform the usual preparatory operations. The brine was 
therefore got ready, and ttie poor chickens tumbled in without 
much ceremony; but here I must draw upon report for my 
information, and the on-dits were, that in the hurry of the 
moment, and not being very particular, Jack forgot to turn 
out the inside of the fowls, and, frequently, to take off the 
out ; consequently, many a feathered monster sank in the 
briny flood ; nay, report said more, and it was whispered forth 

* The writer eannot positively fay whether this arose from having nothinir 
to digest, or from some defect in the organs necessary for that optratioBt but 
i;s i;iclined to thiiik tbeir ftomaeln in b particularly kealthif state. - 
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that these picklers had, it was supposed, upon a few occasions, 
actually neglected to deprive the TwcWee of existence*; and 
in corroboration of this it was stated that dreadful screams 
had been heard to issue from the tub which contained the 
** pickled chickens," for some little time after the lid had been 
i^istened down. Be these reports true or not I cannot say, but 
certain I am that the morning' after this pickling proepss such 
a dreads effluvia rose on board, that Styx would ^ave been a 
pot pourri, compared with it: Every body stared and lp(^ed 
dreadful inquiries; an investigation was instantly commenced t 
the result of which was, that this mauvaise odeur arose from 
Jack's pickling-tub, which was ordered to be immediately put 
overboard, and it required all the powers of three of the strong- 
est sets of ol&ctories to <;onsign this delicious preserve to the 
** deep, deep sea ;*' where, if it did not give the fish in its 
neighbourhood some pestilential disease, they w^re not in* 
debted for their escape to'** pickled chickens ;" and thus poor 
Jack's hopes were at once destroyed ! 

The captain and gun-room made an immediate seizure of 
all the coopsj into which were crammed their victims, as close 
as nature and space would admit ; and when we left the island 
it was a glorious sight to ^e how comfortable they looked — 
I mean the offlcers and the chickens — the former to think what 
a good stock th^y had, and the latter with the idea of the plea^ 
sant voyage before them; for, rammed in by the force of 
arms, they stood in any position tJiey were fortunate enough 
to obtain upon their introduction, and there unchanged they 
hoped to remain for tln-ee weeks or a month ; that is to say, if 
they happened to be within range of the trough ; if not, they 
had no chance, for all the squeezing and pusjiing in the world 
would not get the ravenous aspirant a grain of rice, and he 
would die of ^8tarvati(» by the side of a neighbour, whose 
straining throat could just grasp at the end of his beak a por- 
tion of their daily meaL Feeding poultry on board a ship is at 
all times rather a diverting ceremony ; I do not exvitly know 
at what periods they are subject to this operation— whether 
when the boy, whose duty it is, thinks of it, or when he 
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thinks they will die without ; hut certain I ^m that they al- 
ways eat as if it was not at all a regular or every-day q00^- 
rence. Immediately the trough is filled, they commence 
swallowing its contents with no discreticm but that contained 
in an empty stomach, thrusting their heads and greater part 
o£ their throats through the bars ; which position they keep 
until thtt provender is exhausted : then comes the ^ tu^ of 
war" — the crop, or as sailors call it, " the hold," is^ fall, and 
many an unfortunate (ducks especially) have I seen with iiis 
head and- throat filled to an enormous extent, but, not having 
been withdrawn since the first attack, without the power of 
the possessor to get it again through the b^rs ; and there 
they would remain until black tn the face. How long- they 
could thus exist, I know not, but their gentle shepherd ccnnes 
when he thinks the proper time has elapsed, and with his fore- 
finger and thumb deliberately pokes the head and throat back 
to the disconsolate but attached corpM, But, to return to 
our poultry-yard : the idea c€ a pleasant voyage entertained 
by these chickens, with the hope of being fed occaisionally, was 
a mere vision of happiness doomed to die in its infiincy — there 
was ** something rotten in the state of Denmark." The first 
morning the poulterer mustered stock, twenty casualties had 
taken place— nothing but beaks and feathers t([> return as old 
stores : next day the mortality was considerable, with plenty 
of the above emblems ; and every siiccefeding morning the 
return was greater, and the hopes of the officers less, until 
not a fowl was left to answer the muster-roll ; they had all 
passed away to the region of Bandicote, and nothing but the 
beaks and feathers remained as evidence of their indigesti- 
ble nature, and of the absence of their late proprietors. Thus 
perished the hopes of the cabin and gun-room ! 

*' Midshipmen's stock never dies," is a well-known adage on 
board a man-of-war, and^ certainly our youngsters upon this 
occasion proved' themselves brought up in a good school. — 
Having obtained four or five dozen of the most heahhy and • 
happy-looking fowls they could meet with, (for their caterer 
was a right knowing felfow,) the next difficulty was where 
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to put them : with a due ^ear of Bandioote before their eyes, it 
was a^eed, nenu coiu, that this was a very difficult quesUoo, 
and it was some time before any one wcwld hazard an idea : 
but at length an enlightened member of the assembly hit up- 
on the bright thought of putting them into the locker in the 
berth — a place where no Bandicote ever dared to show hm 
savage head, although cock^roaches abounded : but this was 
not consklered an objection, as it was justly observed, that 
the chickens would, by eating them, make their keep less ex- 
pensive, besides thinning that branch of destroyera This 
motion was carried unanimously, and after a little prepara- 
tion the fowls were committed, with some i^pn^riate strug- 
gles, to the iightless, airless dwelling in which they were to 
live, if they could, until they were eaten. To accommodate 
them with respiration and protpect, half an inch of the lid 
was kept open by a wedge, so as not to incommode the 
young gentlemen. when sitting. Upon leaving Fernando Po, 
tlieir stock was in a most flourishing condition, and it would 
have been highly amusing to one uninitiated to hear the cocks 
crowing all dinner-time, perhaps stimulated by the savoury 
smell of «omenear relative done in currie; but, whatever the 
exhilarating cause, the eflect was strange, as the sound ap- 
peared actually to issue from the young gentlemen, and an ig« 
norant spectator wouM have boldly asserted that each of them 
had a living bird in his steniach. hi four or five days, howev- 
er, slight symptoms of indisposition and despondency were 
observed amongst these chickens, which some attributed to 
leaving their native land, others to sea-sickness, and a few, 
with perhaps more propriety, to want of exercise : accord- 
ingly a new regimen was introduced, and every day after 
dinner they were taken out two at a time, [daced on the table, 
fed with rice moderately^ allowed six turns in the grog-lub^ 
and then again consigned to their steam Pandemonium — ^to 
which the Blackrhole at Calcutta must have been an airy 
paradise. This course of diet and exercise was nevertheless 
# successful, and the ship's company were constantly regaled 
with the smell of savoury piUaws from the midshipmens^ 
berth,. long after the others had ceased to exist 
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Having heard at Bonny that the harbour in thb idffsd 
where we had before been lying, was not the one usmiHyAi 
quented by ships v^ptting Fernando Po, after completing ivr 
water and stock as aforesaid, we made sail to the porthward, 
for the purpose of circumnavigating the island, in order to 
ascertain the situation oi the one spoken of; but, in conse- 
quence of unfavourable wmds, we did not again reach our 
starting-place until four days from our departure, having 
merely seen the anchorage we were in search of, but not hav- 
ing time to come-to. The view of this island is on all sides 
very picturesque, being covered with wood even to the wa- 
ter's edge ; and the Peak, rising bare and brown in the centre, 
forming an admirable back-ground to the more fertile scene. 
But aal have before given a descripticm of this place, further 
mention is unnecessary. 

On the 1st of May, 1826, we left Fernando Po, to make 
the most expeditious passage to SierraLecme : the wind blew 
constantly from the south-east, with, for some time, a^ sliglit 
tornado every night. On the 13th, whilst in the Gulf of Gui- 
nea, latitude 4° 22' north, and longitude 2° 04' east, the wind 
being south-west, and our course lying west, we tacked and 
stood to the S.S.E. In the evening we had some rain with 
lightning, and rather a suspicious calm ; but about eleven 
o'clock a breeze sprang up from the south-east, upon which 
we shortened sail to fore-^ail, and lowered the top-sails on 
the caps. These and some other precautionary measures had 
just been taken, when a scene burst upon us which can never 
be forgotten. The ship was well under way, and boimding 
over the billows with velocity, or, as beautifully described 
by Byron, she 

'i Walked the waters like a thing of life." 

when in an instant the wind shifted from the south-east to the 
north-west, and took us right aback. It came with all its vio-' 
lence at once— no sweeping gust to give notice of its rapid 
approach, but with all its fiiiy it fell upon us, overwhelming 
and terrific : even now, when I think upon the fearful vdocity * 
of that whirl-wind, I cannot help wondering how we could 
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hftve encaped fix>m its dcstnictiye power. It k impossible to 
describe the ccmfusion that-it ipade : ps the ship received the 
diock, Bhe seemed to recoil benea& its force, and, sinking 
deepljT at the stem, it appeared that before she could recover 
from her awiul situation the next wave would bury h^ for 
ever in its abyss. Every timber groaned and creaked with 
frightful discord, while the blast played a dismal requiem as 
it rushed through the strained rigging. It was an awful 
mcMnent : ^very tiding that the promptitude of decision could 
effect was done : the cool command was given and quickly ex* 
ecuted ; but skill could now do but little, and a sensitive 
anxiety was felt by all as they watched the half-buried and la- 
bouring ship trying to recover from her perilous plunge. Mar 
ny a beating heart at that moment thought of home, with the 
sadness. of eternal separation; friends, relations, all that were 
loved rushed upon the mind,^ and in the silent sigh of despair 
might have been traced many a sorrowful farewell. But hope 
agun broke upcm us ; the yielding masts at length relieved 
the E^p, and she rose gracefuUy from the wave, in which 
many at that moment feared to find a tomb. The weather 
during the remainder of this tornado required all the seaman- 
ship of our-ever active 'commander, whose coolness upon this 
occasion was only equalled by his judgment The rain pour- 
ed in torrents, and, carried by the hurricane, came upon us 
with the force of hail-stones, while the lightning played in 
<ae continued flash, and, as it danced among the rigging, 
showed the havoc which our masts and sails had undergone; 
and it was a providential occurrence that no part of our ship 
was struck by the many-forked messengers of destruction 
that were piercing the water around us. We lay in this sit- 
uation for nearly an hour^ without the tornado abating the 
least of its fury ; the waves roaring, dashing, and foaming 
against ns in every direction, and each successive moment 
•Wpearing destined fcwr our last Certainly never yet has pen 
. d^ribed the tenors and beauties (rf an ocean storm. It isnot 
^e wind, the bursting sky, or bellowing sea, that make it hor- 
rible and suUune^fe bothii is: we shrink fr(»n its wild rage, 

10 
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but admire its grandeur, and would pause to look, but the nis 
of thought blinds the perception ; the mind becooMB part < 
the battling elements; and the description, when it is passe 
is not what it would, be during its existence. Many wbo rea< 
this observation will acknowledge its truth, and feel that ther 
is a something, which no pen has ever touched, wanting t 
delineate a storm at sea. In these inighty convulsions c 
nature, the feelings vibrate to the surrounding scene ; th 
' soul is,' by turns, throbbing with anxiety or sinking wi^ des 
pair, as the elements seem riving the world with their lawlea 
violence, or are^ confined by^the Great Power who rules them 

' ** Then stirs Uie feeling infinite !*\ 

Conscience, tender recoIlectionB, and religious awe cotDbmt 
and m^ feels hb boasted courage forsake him ; not hm pby- 
sical courage, but that which makes him commit crime in de 
fiance of his God. Whether I here name it rightly, signifies 
little ; it will be understood by all. When thus surrounded 
by the terrific power of that Deity, he feels himself subdued ^ 
this make him a coward in thought ; he loses confidence in 
himself and his own strength, and turns, with what hope hu 
conscience will allow, to Heaven. But it would be presump- 
tion in me to expect to finish that picture which so many abler 
hands have failed in: I wfll therefore continue my plain un- 
varnished ** JoumaZ." 

The morning broke calm and bright: the hurricane and 
clouds passed away as if it were a dream ; and such we might 
have thought it, had w6f not had destructive evidence of its 
existence. The main^p and'mizen-mast were carried away, 
the fore top mast sprung, and one of the main loWer shrouds 
snapped in two. The foro-top-mast was in so bad a state, that 
it became absolutely necessary to shift it, and, witii the stump 
of the mizen and part of a top-mast, we contrived to make a 
pretty good jury-mast, answering many of the purposes (rf" 
the late mizen. But this was not all we had to imdergo fyr 
the tornado came armed with every disagreeable consequence, 
and, with a malice pe«tdiarly severe upoo tho unfortunate, 
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■ft na with the pleasing anticipatkm of early starvatioo. But 
k is aeeessary to understand, that at Fernando Po we pro- 
tared, with our ill-feted chickens, a large and equally ill-fiited 
itock oi very fine jrams, >^ch, at that particular time, were 
bighly valuahle. These were put into nets, and fastened to 
diehoats' davits, where they constantly regaled our sight with 
their pleasing countenances.; the boat, by the same chain of 
events, was dependent upon the mizen for its locality ; con- 
sequently, with the mast, went boat, davits, yams, and the 
hopes of the Barracouta. The immediate result was the be- 
ing put upon one third allowance of meat, and no allowance 
<^ bread S>r although the full allowance was liberally given 
out, every daj^, .yet the state in which it was, defied all the . 
powers of absolute starvation to feed upon its animated parti- 
cles. Even the cock-roaches and rats, whoe6 appetites over- 
dime their discretion, soon betrayed symptom* of indigestion, 
and ii^ rohny instances, fell victims to too fond an attachment 
foi live biscuits. In consequence of these little privations, 
or whatever else ^ey may be called, we looked forward with 
some anxiety to our arrival at Sierra Leone ; tlus was rather 
an apt illustration of comparative happiness; for every body 
knows that place to he^^not (he secartd worst in this world, 
and any gentleman going there from England would only bless 
the day when he did riot arrive ; while, on the contrary, we 
were looking forward with pleasure and impatience for the 
ccMnforts and luxuries we diould there meet with : and what 
^ happiness, what is comfort, but comparison 1 If the prince 
be reduced to a ubbleman he is unhappy ; but if the same in- 
dividual instead of being a prince, had been a commoner, and 
^hen made a nobleman, he would have been happy. I leave 
^us moral absurdity to be discussed by wiser heads,' and only 
say that our j<^ was great when on the 4th t>f June we arriv- 
^ at Sierra Leone. Our' surprise and gratification were con- ' 
fliderably enhanced by finding our consort, the t<even, lying 
ftt_ anchor, as well as the Maidstone. Ck>ngratulations were 
niutoal, and we felt like the remainder of a long-separated 
^^n^y meeting at Christmas, when a tear Ms tricklmg and 
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in silence, as th« vacancies are observed which osped to be 
fiUed by those still dear*— hut now no nK>re. 

I must here he allowed to pay a slight tribute of respect to 
the abilities and kindness of our very excellent Commodore 
W. F. W. Owen. The former my pen could not enhance the 
merit of; his works speak for themselves, and future genera- 
tions will benefit by the talents which compiled them. The 
kindnes^ which he uniforjnly showed to ail tmder his command 
must he impressed deeply upon their recollections. His duty 
was an arduous one : the constant exposure and exertion 
were, as I said hefbre, injurious in the extreme to his officers 
and men. When the melancholy repotts were made to him, 
although no external indications cduld he ohserved, to damp 
the sjHrit of the survivors, yet it was evident that he felt, 
and that deeply, for- the noble fellows who we're gone. All 
that the tenderness of a father could devise, to guard the 
thoughtless seamen against the poisonous climate, he insisted 
upon their conforming^ to ; while the d£cers were stimulated 
by his example, not to allow despondency to prey upon their 
minds, nor thus-cherish a powerful ally to disease. Upon our 
arrival at Sierra Leone,^ I was personally indebted to him fpr 
my restoration to health, and in fact, life. £ had for «ome 
time been affected with a disease in the liver^ accompanied 
with severe pain in the side ; and, within the last two months, 
had been suffering much from a complaint in the lungs, fre- 
quently throwing up larg^. quantities of blood. The doctor 
said that nothmg but great attention to my diet would be of. 
service ; but the state of our provisions gave little hopesf from 
that quarter ; and I believe if our voyage had lasted another 
week, nature would have sunk beneath the increasii^ ills un- 
der which she laboured. In fact, I had made up my mind 
fully for such a result ;~ but it was otherwise ordained, and to 
a gpod constitution and the kindness of Capt. Owen, I am 
indebted for existence. He immediately had me conveyed on 
board the Leven, where I had every accommodation and at- 
tention that my very precarious situatiwi required. Fqx this," 
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the numeroiKB other kindnesses which I am indebted to him 
for, I tmst} he will allow me to return my deep-felt gvoHiude : 
and if I were to express it in the name of all who served and 
suflered with him in this Expedition, I have little hesitation in 
saying that I i^uld write that (mly which they feeL* 

We found, upon our arrival, that tiie cruisers under Com- 
modore BuUen^s command, had been very successful in their 
efR>rts against the slavers; seven were lying in the harbour, 
and two came in during our stay ; another was unfortunate- 
ly lost whilst on her passage to Sierra Leone, being upset in 
a tc^nado, when 180 slaves and some sailors found a watery 
grave. - 

After remaining heire for ten^days ; we got und^ weigh, 
in order to survey the coast irom Cape Ann to Cape Mesura- 
do f but after four days passed in fhudess e^SSoats to get to the 
southwarcl, on the 17th of June, 1826, we bore up, to the great 
delight of every one on board, for the homewaid'-bound p^ui* 
sage. And, I will unhesitatingly say, that this was the hap- 
piest moment we had enjoyed for four yjecrs and a half. As. 
the^ ord^ was giv^a, a glow ran through the bosoms of all, 
which few have felt since, and perhaps, never will feel again, 
for 

" None are to desohtte, but Bomethli^ dear, 
Dearer (ban self, pofl£e^et or poesess'd 
"A thought which elaiaw the homage of a tear.** 

It was — " for England, home, and beauty T' All thought 
oar ship felt the magic sound, as she bounded with fresh lifo 
and vigour Qver the waves towards her native shore. 1 would 
place you, reader, in our situation: on a distant coast for near- 
ly five years, away frotn the trabk of ships for months togeth- 
er ; seeing daily our comrades fell around us from the too fit- 



* A beaaltftil and appropriate mcmoriat of their aentinenta waa preaented 
to Capt. Owen, by the omeeraand crawof His-MiOeatr'a ahlpa Leven and 
Barraeouta, on iheir teiurn from this Expedition. It was designed and eza- 
enied bjr Measrs-Oreen and Ward, of Cockspur- street ; and represents the «m- 
blematicaLfigures of the Eaith sapporting a globe, with a track of this survqr 
aoeuratefy dettneated in enamel ; the whole coitiposed of silver, standing near- 

2 two feet high, dividing at Ufe equator, and then Ibrming « bowl. Beneath 
an imcrlpttoD, in aceofdance with the feelings that dictated tht oflhring. 
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tal dimate ; subject to every pnyatum and &uig^, with bat 
little infiinnation from those most dear ta os ; — and then hear 
the woid giv&i far " Home !"— you would feel the thoughts 
rush into broken channels oi hope and fear; too varied and 
almost too pleasing for endurance. We might be compared 
to the survivois at the close of a bloody bottle, when the roar 
and destruction is over ; we telt that we were saved, and 
thanked heavenfor our miraculous escape. The battle w6 
had fou^t was not bloody, but it was fetal; we saw not the 
foe that made such ravages upon our brave and unfortunate 
companions, but^all felt that we were subject to its deadly 
f influence without a struggle to be subdued. It was now past, 
the order was for " Home!" and then I felt that any spot in 
this dear isle was home ; to stand upon the barren waste 
which her happy sons would scorn, will repay the long absent 
Briton for all he has endured. They say that Englishmen 
have not a love of country-^ask one of her exiled children, 
whom years and tender ties may have fixed in a foreign land, 
where is his home ! and he will tell jrou "England .*" that he 
loves no other country or people ; that it would eiabitter the 
last moments of his existence to t^ink that his bones should 
whiton in any but his native soil. No, it is the wdl-fed, dis- 
contented {resident, who, never' having been in a foreign 
land, fencies that England is not the home of his afl^tions ; 
but, horn necessity, or as a punishment, compel him to leave 
it, and then he' like all her children, sighs for his isle '^his 
native isle," and says, — 

" England, ^ith all ihy foults, I love thee stilH" 
Bat our ship now bears us, after nearly five ^year's absence, 
to oior native shore : us I that little monosyllable is but half 
filled !-nWe leave the many on that deadly coast, and return, 
the few. It was melancholy to think at this, moment, as our 
ship bore us from that land, on the changes that the hand of 
Death had made. I looked round and saw but two or three 
who had left Eng^d with me, and they were pale and almost 
dying ; but the hope that they would once more see all that 
they loved had thrown a ray of f^eerfiil^ess over their pallid 



JOURNAL or AN <»nCKB, ^Ui, 119 

■ 

cheeks. When our companions were fidlmg^'aioand us, we 
felt it not so mitcfa a^ now — ^now that we were leaving upon 
a foreign .shore the remains of those who had left ^ogland 
with us, full of hope, youth, and health, little thinking that 
they would never more return to those so dear, but moulder 
on that friendless, &t8l coast ! 

Pardon, kind reader, my givmg expression to feelings that 
still live within me in the freshness of that moment ; and if 
I call from you a tew for my departed comrades, I would place 
it upon the altar which fond remembrance has raised to their 
memcHy, for they lie in a land where the elements alone 
sound their sad requiem^ with little to mark their lonely graves 
and none to weep over them ! But there are some feelings 
of the human breast that appear to find language but in verse ; 
love and tender recollections lire amongst them, for poetry 
is the eloquence of the heart, as prose is that of the head. I 
make this my excuse for the following attempt, and as they 
sleep without an epitaph, a mournful heart offers this slight 
effort— its only merit its sinceri^. 



FRIENDSfflFS MONODY. 

"V J 

Lonely and sad is Uie apot where we laid tbem ; 
In the land of the savage tkeyr'e i^iouldering away ; 
No stone marks their grave, but memory has made them 
A tomb in this heart that will never decay.. 

And can ye remember, who loved them so well, 
When tbey left you for ever to visit that shore, 

No V^ns ^' no look as they bade you farewdl, 
Which whispered your hearts, " you w411 see-tbem no mate 1** 

Ob, yes 1 you remember, there was in that eye 
A look full of sadness that spoke of the grave ; 

As they ruah*d from your arms, you felt *twas to die t 
But they died for their country-^be young and the brave. 

I And sorrow^till weeps, whire afi^tion is beating 
Hflt boaon with grief M she thinks on the dead ; 
And friendship is yet in remembrance repeating ' 

The name of the ]ieroeB whose spirits aie fled. 
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0*er their relict Bo bigh maoMleiWk ifl raited 

TbMi leUttamankiDdliowUiey Buffered and died; . ,i 

They lived not in tplendour, io dealb to be proited 

On tlM tablet of marble— tbai record of pride. 

But, comradea, tleepon, tbougb the world ibouJd forget jrou. 
Though the beartt that have loved you thould love you no more ; 

Still, friendt of my youth ! I thall ever regret you, 
And remember your grave on that deaolate 8hor6 ! 

But as I would not oonclude these papers in a strain of mel- 
ancholy, having thus paid my slight tribute to those who are 
gone, I dqr the tear fix>m an eye that is not ashamed of it, 
and will endeavour to call one smile more from my readers 
before we part, perhaps for ever. 

* We had rather a tedious passage to England, but it was 
extraordinary to see how the pale, emaciated figures on board 
quickly recovered their wonted hale, hearty appearance as we 
got into more congemel climes. We only touched at thie 
Western Isles for a supply of water; then made as direct a 
course as possible ; and on the 15th of August readied Start 
Point — ^the point of our attractiona — Having thus got to an 
anchor at the end of my ^ Journal of the WeBterh Ooast^ 
although but a short part of our expedition, I dudl conclude 
by making a few observations upon the ancient and modem 
charts of Afirica. I am partly induced to do this from having 
recently had an q)portunity (^ seeing a very curious, and in 
those days considered accurate, map of Africa, both the coast 
and interior. This work is called ^ A Prospect (^ the most 
fiunous Parts of the World, performed by John Speed in 
1027.** I believe the copy which came into my hands is al- 
most the only one extant containing letterpress descnpticiis, 
even that in the British Museum being witibout any: the 
triteness and smgularity of these aflbrd a vast fimd of amuse- 
ment amongst a very little information. 

The map of Africa is most admirably engraved, and seems 
to aflbid every information that we have been so Icmg and 
unsucceaafoUy trying to obtain; so XtaX wa very great grmii* 
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fathers sat by their firesides, and, with the asdistance of John 
Speed's compendious map, told the exact situation of every 
town, village, and hamlet, from Timhuctoo to the Cape of Good 
Hope ! This instructive con^ilation gives every intelligence 
that the curious or learned can possibly desi^ ; every minute 
particular is laid down with the greatest nicety. The beasts, 
birds, and fishes, are all in their proper places : and the angler 
would have no difficulty, by reference to this map, in choos- 
ing his bait before leaving England, An elephant is depicted 
standing in Africa,' his tail resting in- Europe, and his trunk 
on Asia ! A lion, m a fantastic gambol, is skipping over a 
kingdom, while two ostriches and one swan occupy twelve 
degrees c^ longitude, by about seven and a half of latitude. 
A monkey is sitting down comfortably in Nubia, picking cocoa 
' nuts in Abyssinia : and numerous other animals of those days, 
whose names are not now remembered, and whose persons 
are, or ou^t to be extinct, ore amusing themselves after 
their own peculiar ftshion, each having his little bit of the 
world in the same just proporticm. The surrounding seas 
are represented as abounding with fish of most unwieldy di- 
mensions ; and. so determined is that vivacious and able histo- 
rian and geographer to let mankind know to what species they 
belong, that the Island of Madagascar appears mote like a 
mole on the back of a neighbouring dolphin, than the almost 
continent which ks extent implies. A ship is surrounded 
by half-a-dozen flying fish; but according to relative propor- 
tion, she is placed in rather a precarious situation ; as no- 
thing is wanting but inclination on the part of its amphibious 
attendants, to lift it from its brii^y resting-place, and trans- 
port it wherever Aeir malice or desire might dictate. But 
the n)ost curious part of this map is the minut^iess with 
which tiie mt«*k)r is depicted ; every town has its pre<^ise 
QAine and situaticHi, while the rivers are at no loss whatever to 
^^ an easy source, course, and exit ; and far from any diffi- 
culty about the Niger, Mrl Speed lays It down with the 
Si^Ofl^test precision. Instead of, as m modem charts, present- 
ing nearly forty degrees of latitude, and twenty of longitude, 
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withoot a mark to indicate the probability of a town, tliis is 
covered with populous cities, as thick as those of England. 
Whether this map^ which doubtless, in its day, was consider- 
ed perfectly accurate, was compiled from the works of others, 
or was merely one of imagination, I cannot pretend to say ; 
but I strongly suspect thai Mr.' John Speed contented himself 
with a moderately correct outline, and then filled up the in- 
terior at his leisure : at all events, compare it with one of our 
latest charts of the African continent, and «ny ignorant ob- 
server will say, that geographical knowledge has receded. 
The immense blank of ^om 2 to 3000 miles in modem works 
is a strong evidence of our ignorance respecting that part <^ 
the world, and a convincing proof of the accuracy of the re- 
mainder. Apd &r from being unsatisfactory,, it is a pleasmg 
contemplation tl^t no pretended knowledge is employed to 
fill up our chuls ; that no supposition, however well founded, 
will add a mark to express the probable existence of a place ; 
and that not until the enterprise of man has made it a certain- 
ty, will any addition be made. This will bring them to the 
highest state of perfection ; and a work thus compiled ^y the 
present age, will convey a far difierent unpression to those 
to c(^me from that which Mr. Speed's has brought to us fin 
Time, in all his^ changes, has made but little alteration in 
the fi>rmation of the earth. ,We can now in our library 
bring before us most of the countries of the globe, with a 
knowledge that what is there is correct ; that science and 
truth were united in the delineation ; and in consequence of 
this accuracy the charts compiled by British talent have ob- 
tained the first place in the hydrographical department of 
Europe ! To conclude these observations, I shall again re- 
turn to the veritable Mr. John Speed, and endeavour to amuse 
the reader by a few extracts from his very curious descriptioa 
of Afirica ; which, to enjoy in all the primitive richness d* his 
style, shall be given in his own terse figures of speech. He 
begins l¥ith— 

** Terra Nigritarum, the land of negroes; is full of gold and 
silver, and other commodities ; but the inhabitiuits most bai« 
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baroos] for the most put they live not as if reason guided 
their action& Maginus numbers twentie-five provmces of 
this country which have had their severall govemours ; now. 
it knoweth but foure kii^gs, and those are — first the King of 
Tombulum, and he is an infinite rich monarch, hates a Jew 
to the death of his subject that converseth with him. Second 
the King of Bomaum, where the people have no proper 
names^no wives peculiar — and therefore no children which 
they call their owne. Third, of Goaga, who hath no estate 
but from his subjects as he spends it. Fourth Guaiatum, a 
poore countrey, God wot, not worth either gentrie, or lawes, 
or indeed tile name of a kingdome. 

*^ Ethiopia Liferior. — ^The government of this region is un- 
der five firee king& First, of Atana, which contains in it two 
petty kingdomes^ of Adel and Adia, and abounds with fiesh, 
honey, wax, gold, ivorie, come, and very large sheep. Se- 
cond, Zanguebar ; in this stands Mozambique ; the inhabit- 
uds are practised much ii^ soothsaying, indeed witchcraft. 
Third, of Monomolopa, in which is reported to be three thou- 
8(thd mines of gold. Here there lives a kinde of Amazons 
8S valiant as men; their king is served in great pompe, 
&nd hath a guard of two hundred mastives. Fourth, Cah^- 
na, whose people live in the woods, without lawes, like brutes 
uul here stands the Cape of Good Hope, about which the sea 
is always rough and dangerous : it hath been especially so 
to the Spaniard ; it is their owne note, insomuch that one was 
very angry with God, that he suffered the English heretickes 
to passe it so easily over, and not give his Catholickes the 
^e speed. Fifth, Monicongo, whose inhabitants are in some 
PWts Christians, but in other by-provinces Anthropophagi, 
^^ have shambles oi man's flesh, as we have for meate ; 
^y kill their owne children, in the birth, to avoide the trouble 
^ breeding them, and preserve their nation with stden bratti^ 
^^om the nei^bouring countries." 

After thus describing the dififerent kingdoms of Africa, he 
>>^es the following draft upon his philosophical attainments ; 



124 JOURNAL OW AN OiriCKRt &C. 

which would prove quite a gem to any nxAhot ahout attempt- 
ing a new system of creation. 

'< And it hath heene the opinion of some vaine philosophers, 
that for this cause have made the Africans to be the first 
people ; £)r that there the sunne, by his propinquitie, wrought 
soonest upon the moisture of the ground, and made it fit for 
m(»rtalitie to sprout in. And we have a report, if you will be- 
lieve it, that in ground neere the river Nilas, there have been 
found mice halfe made up, and Nature taken in the very 
nicke, when she had already wrought life in the fore parts, 
head and breast ; the hinder joynts yet remaining in the finrme 
of earth !" 

This is the author of whom Tyrrel observed, ** he was the 
first ^iglish writer who varied from the style of Geofifry of 
Monmouth, and ^igaged himself with objects more solid ^d 
important^ 
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PREFACE. 



The principal objects ia publishing the following records 
are, to make known the horrors which attend the Slave- 
Trade on the western coast of Africa, and the condition 
and mental capacity of the slaves liberated bj our ships of 
war, and located in Sierre Leone ; to expose some of the de- 
fects of the laws and treaties, having for their object the sup- 
pression of the disgracfeful traffic in human beings ; and to 
jx)int out the additional suflTerings entailed upon the wretch- 
ed African as a consequence of these defects. 

The Author has no pretensions to the character of a learn- 
ed traveller, and therefore has contented himself with a 
simple record of the observations which he made during his 
visits to difibrent parts of the coast of Africa and its Islands. 

If this small volume shall add, however little, to the gene- 
ral acquaintance with the state of Western Africa, and tend 
to the exposure of the human traffic in slaves, it will gratify 
the Author to think, that he has in so far forwarded the aboli- 
tion of a trade so revolting to every feeling of humanity. 



VOYAGE 

TO 

WESTERN AFRICA. 



CHAPTER L 

Ob the 29th of September, 1830, His Majesty's frigate 
Dryad, sailed from St. Helens, for the western cast of Africa, 
bearing the blue broad pendant of Commodore John Hayes, 
C. B. recently appointed to command oar naviid force em- 
ployed on the African station for the suppression of the slave 
trade, — ^that revolting traffic in our species, which continues, 
for the sake of pecuniary advantage, to stain with the deep- 
est reproach, thousands df men professing acquaintance with 
the charitable and benevolent tenets of our religion. 

Such conflicting statements are received in Eagland, rela- 
tive to this most unnatural commerce, from persons whose in- 
terest is concerned, and who are connected with a party, that 
* to form a just opinion of the manner in which the slave trade 
is carried on, and of the actual condition of those rescued 
from slavery and located at Sierro Leone, is a matter of al- 
most insurmountable difficulty. But this we learn, amidst 
endless disputes and interminable volleys of vituperation, that 
the aboriginal inhabitants of Afirica continue to be forcibly^ 
drajirged from their homes; and, though soqaetimes, and but 
seldom, rescued from the grasp of their oppressors, are aold 
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as any other commodity might be, and lorded over by theii 
miscalled Christian brethren of creation, because, forsootb, 
their physical and moral perception has not been furbished by 
the diicanery and cunning of artificial society, and because, 
in them, the '* human face divine'* happens to be of a darher 
shade, and their facial angle lesr accordant with our ideas of 
symmetry and fair proportion. 

Anchoring for a few hours at St Mary's, the largest of the 
Scilly Islands, for the purpose of obtaining a supply of freeh 
stock, we sped our way once more across the Golfe de Gas- 
cogne, as the French have it^«— the Bay of Biscay, or, as it 
is distinguished in the navy, par excellence^ " the 3ay.' 



f» 



Deatb'8 capital, where most lie domilieera. 
With all his chosen terrors Arowning round ; 

and stood towards the Island orTenerifie, which was seen 
about thirty miles distant, at daybreak, on the morning of 
the 26th of October. At dawn, its summit was enveloped in 
dense clouds of the purest whiteness, and as the day advanc- 
ed, each mountain top, assisted by the solar influence, gradu- 
ally divested itself of its fleecy nightcap, and, resplendent 
with brilliancy of light and shade, seemed just a wake- to the 
enjoymentof oneof the loveliest days that heaven ever beam- 
ed upon the face of nature. Towering above every other 
pointed summit, the mighty Peak (12,072 feet high accord- 
ing to Humboldt) was seen through a thin smoky haze, that 
seemed to surround it like a diaphanous garment of thin mus- 
lin, shewing the outline of its figure, but hiding all deformi- 
ty, its apex capt with snow. As we run along shore, scarce- 
ly a spot appears that is not destitute of vegetation, unless a 
scanty sprinkling of stunted shrubs, of a yellowish green hue, 
fringing the inaccessible clifis, is to be considered sa The 
island resembles an immense cinder, universally black and 
irregular; while the reflected glare of the meridian sun, 
from many parts of its rugged, glossy, lava-covered surface, 
Omtrasted with the deep shade of others, shews as if it were 
still red hot; and one might almost imagine, that he hears it 
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hissing^ in the wild foaming surf which sarrounds and lashes 
it^. base, and serves to perfect the illusion. 

AVe anchored at Santa Cruz, about half a mile from the 
shore. This is the second town on the Island, Oratava being 
the capital. It has a very pretty appearance from the road* 
steady all the houses being fancifully painted of a white, or- 
ani;^, or pink colour, and covered with red tiles — some of 
them flat-roofed, with here and there a garden, whose oraage 
and banana trees afford a relief to the eye, afler wandering 
over so large a tract of rugged waste, devoid of foliage. De- 
fended by several batteries a^d fortifications, not in them- 
selves remarkable for strength, Santa Cruz is memorable for 
the brave and successful resistance it made to the gallant at* 
tempt of our hero Nelson, who, in the conflict, lost his arm, 
and had very nearly lost his valuable life, in whose vocabu- 
lary, amidst all his mighty enterprises, the word " defeat" 
had never before been introduced. Two or three rather 
handsome spires rear themselves in difierent parts of the town. 
In La Iglesia Parroquia de Concession — the parochial church, 
which possesses the best of these spires — are still to be seen 
two union -jacks, the trophies taken from us on that occasion. 
They are preserved with the greatest care, and are pointed 
out with much pride by the inhabitants: and I think there 
was no discomfiture encountered during that eventful period, 
which we have less reason to regret, or concerning which we 
need less grudge our opponents a little innocent vapouring. 
The attack, defence, and subsequent capitulation, were alike 
honourable to both partiea 

• Behind, and to the westward of the town, for a mile or 
two, the country forniB a gradual ascent, unlike the abrupt 
perpendicularity of that to the north-east ; and the whole of 
this acclivity appears to be highly Cultivated, and divided into 
numerous ridges, by low walls of loose stones traversing the 
eiope, apparently for the purpose of preventing the soil from 
being swept away by the rains firom- the hills. The neigh- 
bourhood of Santa Cmz is by no means one of the finest parts 
I 
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of the island. Here are no vineyards, and as autumn is just 
over, and the rearing of barley and Indian com being the 
principal employment of the farmers in the vicinity, the stub- 
ble of these only remams, interspersed with numerous prickly 
pear bushes ; so that, were it not for the fruit trees in the 
gardens, and the lN*ight sun, every thing would look bare and 
winter-like. On landing at^the Mole, the first object which 
attracts the attention of a stranger, is the singular head-dress 
o^the lower order of females^ It consists of an oval shaped 
piece of flannel, half-as large as a common shawl, broadly 
edged with white satin riband placed on the headv with one 
edge as far forward as the brow, the two extremities of the 
oval hanging down as low as the middle before, and the edge 
corresponding to that on the brow extending down as fiu* its 
the waist behind. Over this is placed a gentleman's common 
black heaver, or a coarse straw hat of the same shape. The 
aristocratical portion of the sex wear the Same superstrac- 
ture, but of finer material. To our English optics, a female 
attired in the horiafide head dress of a male, must at all times 
' appear a phenomenon, unless when matched with that pre- 
posterous unrolled bale of blue cloth, called a riding-habit : 
but when this same distinctive mark of the sex surmounts a 
head covered with flannel, it puts one in mind of the hags in 
Macbeth, and all their horrid incantations. Going along the 
Mole, we meet with camels and asses carrying heavy bur- 
dens in a sort of pannier, placed across the back; oxen yoked, 
and dragging ponderous casks on a triangle of wood, without 
wheels; and, as we proceed through the town, we meet the 
embrowned peasantry, with their loose shirt sleeves and in- 
expressibles open at the knee, mounted on mules or small 
slender ponies, with long goads in their hands, and their jack- 
ets thrown carelessly over the shoulder— rather a hardy 
shrewd-looking race of fellows. The young children running 
about the streets also attract attention by their squalid ap- 
pearance and almost perfect state of nudity j a shirt being in 
general the only article of dress, and that so tattered and full 
of holes, that little attention to decency is exhibited in a 
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covetmg so well ventilated. After leaving the Mole, aad 
torning a little to the left, we enter the Plaza Real de Caa- 
teHo, rather a pretty looking oblong square, thoagh on a 
small Bcale, having a handsome marble obelisk at one end, 
snniKNinted by a statue of the Virgin of Candelaria, the 
patron saint oJF the Island, (an Italian work of art, erected by 
a devotee, and brought over here at considerable expense,) 
and a cross of marble at the other; its centre paved with 
flagSy and sarroonded with stone seats for the convenience of 
the lieges. The Mole, Plaza Real, and Almeida — a small 
public garden at the north end of the former— are the fash- 
ionable lounges. The garden is thrown open only towards 
evening, when the Iberian beauties venture put, after the 
sun has hid himself behind the mountains. The streets are 
of a very respectable width, extremely clean,^ aiid well pav- 
ed. Cafes and billiard-tables are numerous, and the cofiee 
and ices which they supply, by no means despicable. A hotel, 
kept by Mr Richardson, an Englishman, in the Caille San 
Jose, affords every thing which a brief occupant can desire ; 
and what is wanting in some comforts, is made up by the airi- 
ness of the apartments, so necessary during the hot season, 
and the neatness and cleanliness of the whole. Oranges, 
(which are not quite ripe as yet,) bananas, melons, guavas, 
grapes, apples, preserved fruits, may be bad here in great 
abundance and perfection. The bread is very good, and the 
beef and mutton tolerable. Red-legged partridges are very 
' plentiful, and the ortolan may be had at a certain season of 
the year. Instead of shooting the former, the natives have a 
less expensive method of obtaining them. Towards evening, 
> they observe where the birds perch, and, taking a covered 
lantern with them, they proceed to the spot after dark, and 
suddenly unveil it; the silly birds, dazzled by its glare, flut- 
ter round the light, and are easily taken hold of with the hand. 
The vegetables are very good, particularly the sweet potato 
and tomata, and every article of food is remarkably reason- 
a^^e. The water is excellent, with which the town is suppli- 
^ from a spring on the south side of a mountain, two or thrse 
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miles to the eastward, by means of an aqueduct, formed of 
the pitch pine, supported the whole way by props of the same, 
80 Uiat it resembles, at a distance, a lon^ and irr^rular pal- 
ing. From being so long exposed to the ^un's rays, however, 
the water is almost lukewarm when it reaches the towni bat 
there is ice in abundance from the Peak to cool it with. 

Santa Cruz is intersected to the westward by the bed of 
a mountain torrent, 90 or 100 feet wide ; and some distance 
out of town, to the eastward, there is another very large gul- 
ly of a similar description between the mountains, which 
may be seen from' the anchorage. The body of water which 
rushes down these hollow channels during the rains, is some- 
times immense. General Morales is the present governor of 
the Canary Islands, — a man of distinguished bravery, and 
celebrated for his resolute and pertinacious support of the 
Spanish sovereignty in America. His usual residence ii^ at 
Santa Cruz; occasionally, however, making the circuit of 
the other islands, a system of government which might very 
well be adopted in our West India Islands ; and, as retrench- 
ment is the order of the day, might judiciously save to the 
mother country the salaries which she annually pays to a 
number of peddling governors, Ferdinand's wretched imbe- 
cile government is iinable, or unwilling, to pay this brave 
man the paltry salary of 3000 dollars per annum attached to 
his appointment. He is at present fourteen months in arrears 
of pay, and in consequence cannot even accept an invitation 
to dinner, as he has not the means of doingf a similar act of 
courtesy in return. The country would be robbed to meet 
any demand made on the purse of this ignorant despot, for the 
purpose of supporting some mummery of Catholicism, while 
a gallant and faithful servant, in the execution- of an impor- 
tant trust, is allowed to live without the means of supporting 
his high character for hospitality, and his station as an officer 
of rank and a gentleman. How heartily he must despise, 
and how deeply deplore, being the servant of a* government 
00 utterly destitute of all that is good and great ! The bishop's 
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income is infinitely larger than that of the governor ; and the 
numerous sleek and lazy priesthood who infest the island, and 
fatten on the loaves and fishes obtained by the hard won earn- 
ings of the industrioiss poor, are the cause of much murmur- 
ing and discontent among them. Patterns of religious prac- 
tice and morality, and patrons of virtue, with extravagant 
inoomei^ are extremely rare. It is hardly to be expected that 
It should be otherwise, while they are supplied with ample 
means of obtaining every luxury, and gratifymg every pas- 
sion; and are, at the same time, utterly unacquainted in 
practice with the daily toil, penury, and adversity of the la- 
bourer. Their religious practice consists in set forms of 
prayer ; their patronage of virtue in having their names con- 
spicuously placed on the list of members or supporters of some 
benevolent institution, concerning which they know nothing 
further than that there is an annual dinner which they may 
as well amuse themselves by attending ; and as to their mo- 
rality, that may be left between them and their consciences. 
Like the poor Indian who planted a piece of iron hoop in the 
ground, expecting to reap, in due time, a plentiful crop of 
nails, the good people of Santa Cruz expect, among the high- 
er classes of their clergy, a combination of things which are, 
without a miracle, incompatible, namely — rank, humility, 
riches, charity, ease, sympathy with the afflicted, luxury, 
self-deniaL 

The charge made by the authorities here on letters or 
newspapers arriving from England is enormous. Half a dol- 
lar iademanded, on delivery, fi)r each single letter, and news- 
papers and packages sent to the post-office from packets or 
merchant vessels, are charged in the same ratia This exor- 
bitant claim is complained of very much by the few English 
residing here, but they have no remedy. 

A great number of fishing-boats belonging to this island are 
constantly employed on the African coast The fish they 
take consist chiefiy of cod and bream, which, when stilted 
And dried., form a principal article of food to the inhabitants 
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of these islands. There is also a little trading- carried cm 
with the Arabs on the coast, for gold dust, &c. ; but this be- 
ing contrary to law, is done 'Minder the rose." The fisher- 
men here inake use of torches of pitch pine, by the glare <^ 
which^ the fish is attracted to their boats. Numbers of these 
appear every evening, like meteors floating on the surface of 
the water. 

A stranger is surprised to find, that the Fringilla Canaria, 
which, for its sweet warbling note, we have tlomesticated in 
England, is here of a grayish-green colour, instead of the 
light yellow with which we should naturally expect to see*it 
clothed in its own legitimate place of abode. I am told, that 
in their wild state, the Canary birds have no song, and that it 
is only by domestication that they assume the beautiful straw 
colour, and acquire the mellow note which they possess to 
such perfection in England. There are only about 600 sol- 
diers at Santa Cruz, and the greater number of these are 
militia. The aristocracy consists of twelve familiesi descen- 
dants of the original invaders of the island. 

The air at this season is delightfully pure and dry ; its daily 
temperature from sixty to seventy degrees of Fahrenheit; ai^ 
I should think that the cool, salubrious climate of this island 
is at least equal to that of Madeira for convalescents, and 
those labouring under irremediable complaints, such as phthis- 
is, had it but the same variegated and cheerfiil scenery, guch 
may be found in the interior, but all is bleak and bare in our 
vicinity. 

30 Oct. We sailed last evening. The easterly trade wind 
has wafted us along so rapidly during the' night, that no ves- 
tige even of the lofty Peak is to be seen this morning The 
startled flying fish, scared by every plunge as we rush through 
the water, are seen to emerge in vast numbers from their 
liquid element, flutter on a-hee^d, or rush through the air from 
the vessel's side, for a hundred yards or so, and again to dip 
their glistening finny pinions in the wave, until our speedy 
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coarse once more disturbs them in their lucid domicile. Na- 
Bierous dolphins follow in our train, resplendent even under 
the whirling^ jfoam of our pathless track in the dark blue sea. 
Separated, as we now are, from every civilized country, to 
lead at the best a precarious existence under a tropical sun, 
on the shores of a continent whose very name is associated 
in every one's Blind with disease, death, and slavery, and by 
us, who would nut die the death of dogs, with all that is for- 
bidding to those who love life, not for its own sake, but for 
the cognate hearts, the happy homes, and the cheerful socie- 
ty which we have left behind us, and exchanged for inter- 
community with savages, dull looks, and gloomier thoughts, 
and the perpetual risk, at every step, of death from a poison- 
ed atmosphere; many strange and somewhat appalling 
thoughts naturally present themselves to our imaginations. 
One while we are assured that a return is next to impossible, 
or, if our guiding star should be so propitious, it will be with 
impaired health^: the choicest jewel of the casket will be 
lost Again, hope, like a cunning juggler, intermingles with 
our darker thoughts, perverts our reason, and flatters us with 
the fond belief that all may yet he well It is said that about 
one-fourth of the white population of Sierra Leone die annu- 
ally. Fatal as its climate is, this statement is undoubtedly 
exaggerated. But the unvarnished account which an officer 
onboard gives of it, who had once the good fortune to escape 
unimpaired from its baleful influence, speaks volumes. Grave 
as the subject must be, it is almost impossible to avoid smiling 
at the unique winding up of the sad history of almost every 
person ho met with at Freetown. 

Speaking of an intelligent gentleman who had gone out to 
fill an important situation in the colony, our conversation run 
thus, — 

" Well," said I, " he most be a most desirable acquaintance. 

You knew him before his arrival at Sierra Leone, I think you 

aaidl " 

*'0 yes; our intimacy had been of some standing.*' 

B 
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" How did he get on after being establiBhed ? " 

" Why I went to sea for ten days, and on my return called 
and found — that he had been buried nearly a week before!" 

<* You were describing the gentleman who went out as a 
missionary to he an excellent person. If any one thing in the 
world can make a man happy in his journey ings througlrllfe, 
it must be the consolation of having his wife und children 
always with him. Did they like the place 1" 

" 1 am sorry to say Mrs. died, after a few hours illness, 

on the day of her arrival \ and the rest of her poor family fol- 
lowed her within a week. The husband was the last, and 
death to him was a blessing/' 

In fact, the brief history of almost every poor devil, whether 
resident or casual visitor, is wound up by our friend with 
these words, '*He died one day." . A most pleasant prospect 
we have here before us. But we are in for it ; and as life is 
as an April day, we may as well enjoy the sunshine, tmd let 
the showers oomc when they v^ill. And so we pass an occa- 
sional joke on the probability of what may occur to ourselves, 
and be said of us by some fortunate survivor : 

" What has become of B ^ ? I don't see his name in 

tljelist," / 

" Poor fellow, he went out in the Dryad to the coast of Af- 
rica, and died three days after his arrival." 

*' What a fdol he was to risk his health in such a cursed cli- 
mate." 

** Why H was such a good humoured fellow that 

death surely had not the heart to choak him.'' 

** It is a common remark that death always takes the wor- 
thiest and leaves the worst He held on for some time, but 

finding the champagne very good at , he slept on shore 

one night, and that's quite enough, you know. He died in for- 
ty-eight hours." ' 

Jesting in this manner with the risk we run disarms it of 
half its tenrors ; but it is a sort of furbished and constrained 



90 THE WEffTERN COkST Of AFRICA. 15 

courage, much of the same kind as that which men acquhre 
by the abuse and ridicule of an enemy whose power they are 
conscious ^t. Placing any foibles or peculiarities he may 
possess in a preposterous and ridiculous view, while they ob- 
scure or speak lightly of his irresistible strength and prowess, 
they acquire a sort of indifference or contempt for him. 

6th November. . We made the Cape Verd Islands yester- 
day. St. Jago, along the eastern shore of which we are gra- 
dually advancing, at the distance of a few miles, with 9 light 
norih-east breeze, has two or three alpine heights in the inte- 
rior, resembling in their craggy perpendicularity those of Te- 
neriffe ; but in every other respect the islands have 
a totally dissimilar appearance. With the exception of 
these central mountains, the hills, which are numerous, and 
ptogressiveTy increase in height from the sea coast, appear of 
gradual and easy ascent, rounded at the summit, covered with 
grass and scrubs, much embrowned by the sun, and interspers- 
ed with vallies and declivities, rich with green foliage and cul- 
tivation. Numerous herds of cattle are brousing near the 
sea shore, where it is almost a level champaign for several 
miles. 

We anchored at Porto Praya early in the afternoon. The 
town of Praya has a bare and wretched appearance. Itvis 
situated at the head of a shallow bay, on a prominence, bound- 
ed on each side by two low swampy pieces of ground, cover- 
ed with cocoa nut trees, in one of which are to be seen some 
ruined buildings, which the marsh effluvia have probably ren- 
dered tenantless. On the same eminence, skirting the cliff 
in front of the town, stands a battery of twenty-six guns, or 
rather a range of guns, for the dilapidated embrasures, and 
the unserviceable appearance of the guns themselves, can 
hardly obtain for them the name of a battery ; and the east- 
ern side of the bay is flanked with a few pieces of artillery, 
without any raised work whatever. The country behind the 
towti of Praya has a very pleasing appearance. Its yellowish 
brown undulating hills, gradually increasing in altitude ti' ' 
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they terminatt in a lofty accuminated mountain, perpendicn- 
larly steep on one side, declivous on the other, called the 
Peak of St Anthony, resemble, in no small degree, many 
parts of the Morea. 

The landing-place is on the right hand side of the bay, oa 
some rocks in their primitive state, uninfluenced by the com- 
modious agency of art From this the road lies along the 
beach of ashes, instead of sand, bordering the low ground to 
the left of the town, at the termination of which you ascend 
a road so called, — a rough cast path, narrow and full of aspe- 
rities,— to the top of the prominence, on which stands the 
town of Praya, one of the most miserable places of abode for 
civilized human beings I have ever witnessed. The town is 
very small, consisting of a plaza, or square, in which there is 
-a small church, and two principal streets extending from its 
north extremity, into which a few smaller one^ open, and can- 
not contain many inhabitants, as the whole number on the isl- 
and is only 12,000. The houses are small, whitewashed and 
covered with red tiles, and, as well as the streets, are beyond 
description filthy. Innumerable pigs, goats, and asses, are con- 
stantly running about ; and at every corner are to be seen 
men and women lying on the grouud, assisthig each other to 
remove from their heads and bodies another sort of live stock, 
which appeared to be exceedingly abundant. The black chil- 
dren, until the age of twelve or fourteen, have literally not 
a rag to cover them. Even in this small place, there are two 
jails, filthy, confined receptacles, both of which appear to be 
full. Their wretched inmates, among whom were several 
Americans and two Englishmen, appeared to be of the most 
worthless description. The two Englishmen had been con- 
fined for mutiny on board a merchant vessel ; one of them we 
took with us, the other was too unwell to admit of removal. 
The sickly season is just over, but cases of intermittent and 
remittent fever are still to be met with. About a fortnight 
ago, fever was very prevalent, and every one has a squallid, 
sallow, unhealthyt death-like aspect I am not surprised at it ; 
for, to say nothing of the fint^ marshy grounds on^acb side of 
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the town, the corrupting filth about the streets is enough to 
contaminate any atmosphere. The Portuguese are proverbi- 
ally dirty. I have had not a few opportunities of observing 
tbem> ad well as the people of various countries, and the bal- 
ance in my mind is greatly against them. It is singularly lu- 
' dicrous to hear the inhabitants of this place, as well as the 
American Consul, who has been an exile here for seven years, 
and is contaminated with all the local prejudices, lauding the 
salubrity of the climate to the skies, although he himself has 
lately risen unexpectedly from a sick couch, and although 
fever, in all its grades of intensity, was, but a few weeks ago, 
the inmate of almost every domestic hearth. When I asked 
how there were so many embodied skeletons, lank and lan- 
temed-jawed, moving about; and how it happened that so 
many of the officers of his Majesty's rfiip Tweed, which 
touched here about three years ago, died, after sleeping a sin- 
gle night on shore, the answer was, — " It is all owing to ex- 
cess, or to some peculiarity in the manner of life." The idea 
of climatorial or local insalubrity could not for a moment he 
entertained . These people are not unexampled in this respect ; 
I have observed that the natives and naturalized of almost all 
unhealthy climates are similarly prejudiced,— a circumstance 
which might be taken as another collateral proof that the ra- 
tio of insusceptibility to the effects of a mephitic atmosphere 
is inverse to the length of residence. When our troops were 
dying by hundreds in Walcheren, the good Zealanders, edu- 
cated as well as ignorant, scouted the notion of insalubrity, 
and tried to persuade the languishing unacditnates that the 
damp air and noisome exhalations from their miry soil, canals, 
and ditches, formed the most wholesome and respirable ether 
imaginable. The governor of the Cape Verd Islands resides 
here, in a house of the most beggarly description. He is a cap- 
tain in the Portuguese navy, and has a few regulars and Mack 
troops under his command, whose appearance is by no means 
formidable. Underneath the windows of his hall of audience, 
the largest and best room in the house, or indeed in the town, 
^which by the by contained, as furniture, six chair8,^there 

B* 
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waB a magnificent couTt-yhtd, strewed with straw, contaiDing 
great numbers of hogs, poultry, and assess and having in the 
midst of all a huge monkey, festened by a chain and staple 
to the ground, — the whole making the most incessant, hete- 
* terogeneous, and stunning noise that human ear ever listen- 
ed to. 

Fruit is very plentiful, — oranges, bananas, cocoa nuts, pine 
apples, and lemons. We were led to believe, from some print- 
ed authorities on board, that poultry was. unusually cheap, 
but found them nowise remarkably so, although very plen- 
tiful and excellent, particularly turkeys. Accordmg to the 
same authorities, any thing might be ^ad for old clothes ; bat 
we found the natives as apt at valuation, or rather at depreci- 
ation, as any of the tribe of Judah in Rosemary Lane could 
possibly be. We must, of course, attribute all this to the 
march of intellect,^ to the travels of the schoolmaster, rather 
than to any wilful misrepresentation. Numerous boats, tech- 
nically denominated " bum-boats," the derivaiion of which ra- 
dically appellative remains, I believe, still an enigma, bring 
along side plenty of fruit, fowls, and eggs, for sale or barter* 

A shark was caught last night, upwards of ten feet long* 
The monster had a liver of at least a hundred weight. In his 
maw were found half dige$ted lobsters, ribs of beef, and va- 
rious other articles. Nothing affords a sailor more satisfac- 
tion than the capture of one of these pirates of the deep. Le- 
gitimate enemies of his, as well as of every other salt wa- 
ter animal, he cordially hates them as much as he does the 
sharks ashore,* and feels as much pleasure in cutting up the 
one, as he does in kicking the other. " The American Consul, 
who officiates during the absencQ of our own in England, 
obligingly obtained for us all that we ^i^nted of sea stock; 
and haying received intelligence from this gentlemen, qf two 
piratical vessels which had for some time infested the neigh- 
bourhood of these islands, we sailed to-day, (8th,} in search of 

* Land Stovi«— Lawyers and their eitiissariefl. 
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them, glad even to ei^chaDge this Portuguese Abomination for 
Sierra Leone, and all the risks and privations of the coast of 
Africa. As we run along shore to the westward of Porto Pra- 
ya, the land begins to lose its character of hiil and dale, and 
becomes rocky, irregular, and full of ravines ; and has every 
where its volcanic origin jstrongly marked. 

9th November. We boarded a Brazilian brig to-day, 
sixty-nine days from Angola, which, according to the ac- 
count of the master, was bound to the Cape Yerds for a 
cargo of salt. They had plenty of water, but their provisions 
being expejided, we Supplied them with sufficient for a week. 
The knowing ones assert, that she is one of those vessels 
the merchants employ to bring over spirits, tobacco, gunpow- 
der, cloth, &c. for the purpose of bartering for slaves — these 
on purchase being transported across the Atlantic in fast sail- 
ing armed vessels, or " clippers," as brother Jonathan would 
designate them. Afler diachargiiig on the coast, these " trade 
ships," as they are called, usually make a run up here for sal% 
which is a commodity of some value in Brazil. 

11th. We anchored at Porto Grande, in the Island of St 
Vincent, this evening, and obtained intelligence of four schoon- 
ers having been here during the last three months, two of 
whichi under the Spanish flag, appeared to be slave traders, 
under French colours, possessing some of the attributes of 
pirates, and answering in some measure the description we 
had received. The deputy governor here, Joaquim Ignacio 
Nobre, behaved in the frankest manner, answering all our 
questions most unreservedly, and supplying information where 
ours was defective. 

At the head of this bay, which is a most commodious an- 
chorage, stands a ruined church, a custom house, and an as- 
semblage of huts, which scarcely merit the name of a town. 
The country, full of crags and prominences, like the other 
islaiids, has evidently the appearance of a volcanic origin, bat 
comprises some large valleys, which, although it present 
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wholly iincultiffated, through the indolence of its' possessors, 
Portugttese, might be rendered exceedingly productive. Even 
fruit, the rearing of which itiay be so easily effected in these 
latitudes, is an article of great scarcity. That which they do 
possess is principally obtained from St Antonia, one of the 
oeighbouriflg islands. To those of us who went on shore, the 
natives were respectful, attentive, and hospitable. At home, 
hospitality is a subject much talked of, but little practised, un- 
less in the most obscure districts, where usury in matters of 
benevolence is still unknown : There, such heartlessness fa 
little felt, but to us, w anderers in a strange land, a hospitable 
smile is of the greatest value. Abroad, as well as at home, we 
often meet with men whose whole thoughts are concentrated 
in the pence and farthing column of their cash accountSy 
among whom generous and liberal sentiment is a scarce com* 
modity. Sordid parsimony is the load star of all curmudgeons 
of this class, and hospitality is a word seldom whispered with- 
in their gates ; for covetousness withers the leaves of their 
better feelings like a baleful cast wind, or like the adherent 
dross of an unsmolten metal, it obscures the lustre and im- 
pedes the usefulness of the precious substance to which it so 
tenaciously clings. Sailors possess a character for hospitali- 
ty — an open-hearted' feeling of kindness — more eminently 
than any other class of men. " Schooled in adver^ty, and 
cradled in the storm," though generally strangers to each other, 
their circumscribed society, their n^anner of life, secluded and 
friendless, make them feel that mutual assistance and mutual 
good-will, are not mere virtues to be talked of, but actual du- 
ties to be performed. They have no-selfishness ; dependent 
upon each other for every cgmfort they enjoy, they are covet- 
ous of nothing but a character for courage, and tenacious of 
nothing but their good name. When on shore, eccentricity 
may be his characteristic; but disinterested liberality and be- 
nevolence, too often misapplied, are also inseparable peculi- 
arities of a sailor. 

13th. We sailed agaiti early tjiis morning, and stood to»> 
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ward St. Lacia, where we anchored about tbftte p. m. Thia 
island appears about five or six miles long, flat to the sonth- 
ward, mountainous to the north-westward, and affords pasture 
foir numbers of wild oxen and goats, and shelter for thirty or 
forty individuals, the greater part of whom come here from 
the other islands at particular seasons, to preparelMrilla. The 
soil in the valleys is sandy and alluvial, but there is not the 
slightest vestige of cultivation, if we except the situation of 
a few cotton plants, at one end of the only hut on the island. 
In this humble abode, they had bananas and Indian com 
brought from another island, goats' milk, cheese, and turtles' 
^SS^' One of their fishing boats arrived while J was there, and 
brought a great number of breara, roclccod, mullet, and a spe- 
cies of gurnard ;. but the greatest jyant here, as at St. Vin- 
cent, appears to be good water. I observed a well near the * 
hut, but the water was of a greenish colour, and had a disa- 
greeable taste and smell. Vegetation, as well as water., is so 
exceedingly scanty, that it is a matter of surprise now such 
numbers of animals, horses, asses, wild oxen, and goats, can 
find sufficient ai^ticles of nourishment. 

15th. The anchor was got up again this morning, and 
dropt at port St. George in the island of St. Nicholas, — rocky, 
mountainous, bare, and uncultivated, like the two former.—- 
In getting under weigh, a poor boy fell from the raizen-top, 
and was killed on the spot Still unsuccessful in our search, 
we sailed early the following morning for Boa Vista, which 
we reached on the 17th, anchoring in English Road. Com- 
pared^ with the rest of the group, this island is fiat, with here 
and there a hummock, or moderately sized hill ; and, like the 
others, there is scarcely a tree to be seen, but I was told by 
Colonel Martinez, the Portuguese Government agent, that 
the interior of the island is very fertile, and that much atten- 
tion had been paid to its improvement There are two small 
towns here, on opposite sides of the bay, neither of which 
have a very prepossessing appearance. In Boa Vista, the 
chief of these, however, a rather inviting siga— to wit, the 
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" Union Hotel " posted in gigantic letters, in front of what 
appears to be the best house in the place— -presents itself to 
the desiring gaze of the inhabitants of all floating prison- 
houses in the anchoragt^ The town*wiIl not bear a descrip- 
tion. There are not mare than forty or fifty hou^s in the 
pkce, and most of these rather merit the name of hat& I 
landed on the 18th, at the request of Colonel Martinez* on a 
professioBal visit to his wife, who is afflicted with a most pain- 
ful disease of the eyes. I had many acknowledgments, of 
course, besides a present of a biindred-weight of coffee from 
his own plantation, in the interior of the island, which could 
not be pertinaciously denied without the risk of offence. This 
person, I have since been told, is one of the most extensive 
slave dealers on the coast of Africa^ having, it is said, with a 
relation at Havana of the same name, more vessels employ- 
ed in that facinorous traffic than any other individua].^His 
property and influence in most of these islands is also very 
extensive. 

The inhabitants of this island may be said to be one fami- 
ly, they are so Connected with each other by intermarriage, 
or some tie of relationship. I think the colonel, who speaks 
English very well, and is a very intelligent person, said, that 
he could claim kindred with upwards of two hundred families, 
while many others of whom he knew little more than the 
name, might remotely claim the same with him. 

On the landing-place there are immense heaps of coarse salt 
piled up, ready for exportation. It is obtained from salt 
springs, situated in a valley, a short distance inland from the 
town ; heVe large superficial holes are dug, when the water 
oozes out very copiously, almost saturated with the muriate, 
requiring only a short evaporation to produce crystallization. 
Most of this is sent to Brazil. \ large Bremen ship of 700 
tons is lying here at present, ready to take in a cargo for Rio 
de Janeira 

The militia of tins island have a most anmartial appear- 
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aoce. A short description of the town-house sentinel, placed, 
no doubt, as the best specimen previous to our landings will 
be sufficiently characteristic of the body. Ha was a tall, stout 
black, carrying^ a rusty musket, having his head covered with 
an old straw hat ; his body with a gray jacket* out at elbows, 
the sleeves too short for his long arms; coarse $hirt of incal- 
culably remote purification; and unmentionables of an. un- 
known colour, and most perflated aqd cribriform construction ; 
shoes and stockmgs desunt The various hue of the rest of 
the military of the island, both in dress and colour of the skin, 
was not less grote^ue. 

The orchil (lichen rocella) or litmus, collected on this isl- 
and, aflTords a revenue to. the Portuguese government of from 
£30,000 to J&40,000 per annum. The natives complain ex- 
ceedingly of the infamously low price which they receive from 
the government agent, who has six per cent for collecting, 
packing, and exporting it,) for this valuable lichen, although 
it is not the fault of the agent, but that of the government, 
which insists upon its being so low. As none of it is allowed 
to be exported but through the hands of these agents, (one of 
which there is in every island,) on government account, the 
poor peasant has no alternative but to accept what [M'ice may 
be offered. This is usually 40 reis (about twopence) per 
pound. A quintal, which consists of 128 pounds, costs the 
government, including all expenses, about £5, and is sold in 
Lisbon fer £50 so that it is calculated, that by the sale of 
twenty hundred weight of this article, the government has 
60,000 dollars clean gain. Here is oppression, with a ven- 
geance ! It is collected, too, with no small degree of danger 
from the faces of rocks and precipices, over which the na- 
tives sling each other, much in the same manner as the fowl- 
ers of SL Kilda. Every^ thing in these islands is monopolized 
by the agents of the mother country, who being the only 11* 
censed purchasers, put whatever price they choose on all pro- 
duce: consequently, as no competition in the market is al- 
lowed, the people have no adequate retutn for their labour, 
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and continue iiy a state of beggary, while the government and 
its myrmidons become enriched by their industry. 

The temperature of these islands is by no means oppres^ 
sive at present. It is seldom higher than seventy-eight, or 
lower than seventy-six, degrees, and there is always a brisk 
breeze from the east-north-east, but the air is damp and clam- 
my. 

19th. We sailed again to-day, without obtaining any infor^ 
mation relative to the object of our search, farther than that 
a Spanish schooner had attacked a French vessel of the sam^ 
description in this bay one night lately, and was beaten off 
Where she had gone to since was uncertain. While at Boj^ 
Vista, we took on board a number of guns and an anchor sav^ 
ed from the wreck of his Majesty's ship Erne, lost on the isl- 
and of Sa1, in 1819. Sy the by. Colonel Martinez, slave deal- 
er as he is, possesses a very handsome piece of plate, present- 
ed to him by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, for 
the protection he had afforded to the people and stores belong- 
ing to this vessel. The salver bears an inscription expressive 
of their high sense of his generosity. 

The cruize we h^ve had among these islands was quite un- 
expected, and I believe every one is heartily tired of it, and 
glad that we are at least on our way to Sierra Leone, without 
fear of interruption. The healthy season has already com- 
menced there, so that we are too late to be "in at the death.'* 

' I 

27th. To-day, we are in latitude nine degrees twenty-five 
minutes, longitude seventeen degrees twenty-dne minutes, 
one hundred and twenty miles from Orango Island, and about 
two hundred and fifty from Sierra Leone. I am so particular in 
thus stating our position, because, although Orango Island is 
the nearest laad, every person on board is sensible of a very 
strong aromatic odour in the air, undoubtedly wafted by the 
breeze from the main or its islands, — an agreeable perfume 
probably like that which we are told regaled the senses of 
Hanuo, the^ Carthaginian Admiral, and his followers, during* 
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leir voyage of discovery, upwardsof two thousand years ago, 
[though I believe it is disputed whether they were so far to 
be southward, or so distant fropa the land. The wind is north 
1st, blowing directly ofi the coast^and the atmosphere is damp 
od hazy. 

We have been near losing two of the ship*s company, from 
ie bad effects of sleeping one night on shore, and inhaling 
iccording to ihe spectral inhabitants) the healthful and life- 
?7ing air of Porto Praya. These two persons, a seaman and 
boy, lost their passage on board in the last boat, on the even- 
Pg before we sailed; and not being able to obtain one of the 
lland boats to bring them oflj they were obliged to remain fo» 
te night. Eighteen hours elapsed from the time they left the 
pip, until their return next day, the 8th of November, in tbe 
krenoon of which we sailed. Gn the 18th, ten days after- 
fards, the? bojF was attacked with the endemial fever, in so 
pgh a degree of intensity, that his life was only declared out 
w danger to-day. He did not apply for medical aid until the 
VHh, and of course during this interval, the disease was mak* 
Ug most rapid progress. On the 22d, the seaman also shewed 
|8 was labouring- under the influence of the same poiison, but he 
guested advice on the first invasion of tho disease, and by time- 
y combating it with the most energetic measures its violence 
taa restrained, and its character changed into that of a common 
^rtian ague ; from which, however, he is still suffering, but 
I a mitigated degree, and free from danger. So much for the 
Iholeeome climate of Porto Praya, which, as I said before, is 
>ne of the most hateful human residences in the whde world 

29th. We are this morning within fifty miles of our desti- 
nation. Great numbers of bats and small birds have been 
fiiugbt %ing about the ship yesterday and to^ay. In the 
Jiorning two vessels* made their appearance to windward 
which proved to be his majesty's brig Plumper, and a **raArwA' 
'essel she had just examined, under French colours, from the 
jherboro, with three hundred sldves on board, bound to Gua 
..Woupe. According to the provisions of existing treaties with 

C 
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France, although found thus openly engaged in this flagiticai 
traffic, she cannot be considered a lawful prize, and was cod- 
sequently released. As by these treaties we are not permitted 
the right of search, no French slave-ship can be detained by 
us, or indeed by ships of war of any nation but their own; 
and as the French national squadron on the coast of Africa^ 
although nearly as large as ouri^, possesses but little cruizing 
zeal, the trade is carried on under the white flag, now the tri- 
color, to an enormoui^ extent. The Portuguese and Spanish 
slave deialers, fully aware of this immunity, take advantage 
of the shelter which it^afibrdsj and obtain French papers for 
the ships they employ in the trade. Surely the French Go- 
vernment, which has enacted various laws expressive of its 
detestation of this inhuman traffic, cannot be aware of the 
disgraceful extent to which their flag is eniployed for its pro- 
tection, or they would voluntarily grant the right of search 
and capture of all vessels found with slaves on board. But it 
is the general opinion here that they have never entertained 
a sincere desire to put an eflectyal stop to^ the odious traffic. 

The commander of the Plumper came on board, and put us io 
possession of the prcceedings of the squadron, and the on diti 
of the colony. He told us that a few weeks ago he went od 
service in search of slfiye vessels up the Rio Pongos, in cod- 
sequence of which thirty-eight of his crew have been seized 
with fever and sent to the hospital at Sierra Leone, fourteen 
of whom died yesterday, and that he expects to hear on bis 
return, from the state of those remaining, that they have al-^ 
most all shared a similar fate. Upon inquiry, he stated that 
he took the brig a considerable distance up the r'^ver, that she 
was anchored so close to the ^hore that her yards almostj 
brushed the trees, and that on the fall of the tide the vapour 
arising from the slimy ooze on the banks was so dense, that 
one might, to use a common, but forcible expression, ** almost 
have cut it with a knife." This officer also informed us that 
the Primrose, Commander BroUghton> had captured a large 
ship, with Ave hundred and flfly slaves on board, called the 
** Veloz Passagera,*' mounting twenty long guns, after a se- 
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rere action, during which the former had three killed and 
waive wounded, nmong whom was the captain; the latter 
brty-six killed and twenty wounded, ten or twelve of whom 
lied aflerwardis. The Cernflict has also captured, hy 
neans of her boats, an armed schooner, called the Nympha, 
^ith one hundred and. sixty-nine slaves, bound to Boa Vista, 
)elonging to Colonel Martinez, at)ovementioned. Here, too, 
the action was warm while it lasted, the Conflict's boats hay- 
ing eleven wounded, four severely ; the prize fifteen killed 
md several wounded. It is the interest of the crews of these 
vessels to defend themselves to the utmost, as they receive no 
part of their wages, which i^ from thirty to sixty dollars a 
month, according to tlie rank they hold, until their live cargo 
is safely disembarked at the destined port, when they have a 
certain number of dollars additional, according to the number 
of slaves landed alive ; and in the event of capture they for- 
feit every thing^. I learn that the persons officially connected 
with th»3 victualling department and courts of mixed commis- 
Bions at Sierra Leone, are talking of preparing to depart for 
the new settlement at Fernando Po. The greatest alarm pre- 
vails among them, for they dread change beyond. imagination, 
and consider Sierra Leone as a pnradige yi p oint of salubrity 
compared with. their intended place of residence, 

30th November. The name of Sierra Leone, or Mountains 
of the Lion, was given by the Portuguese discoverers in the 
fifteenth century, to a small^ peninsular tract of country, situ- 
ated about the nihth degree of north latitude, and thirteenth 
and fourteenth of west longitude ; bounded to the southward 
by the Kates river and Sberbpro, tothe northward by the Si-^ 
erra Leone river r-on the southern bank of which, within five 
miles of its estuary, is now situated the British colonial set- 
tlement called Freetown. This mountainous district is to be 
Been this morning emerging like a series of azure clouds from 
the thick^ brick-dust coloured haze which seems to rest upon 
the horizon. 

We have a very liirht breeze off the land, so that our ap- 
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proach to it is not so rapid as we could wish. The thermome- 
tet is not higher than eighty degrees, and the heat by no 
means oppressive. Were it not for the light haze that con- 
stantly floats in the atmos]^ere, not mixing with it, but re- 
maining suspended in it like a thin smoke, or like any spirit- 
uous fluid when poured into a glass of water that is motion- 
less, the weather might be~ considered very fine. A pilot came 
alongside this afternoon in a small boat pulled by four hands, 
and was taken on board, — a stout black, six feet high, byname 
Prince Stober. How he became possessed of such a Germa- 
nic appellation, I have not been able to ascertain. His various 
occupations are not less remarkable than his name is singular, 
as he, as well as others of the same amphibious tribe, directs 
the course of vessels into port during the week, and on Son- 
day pilots souls to heaven, being the pastor of a methodist 
conventicle ; and he seems an intelligent person, very well 
fitted to instruct his poor countrymen in their religious dutie& 
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CHAPTER II. 

1st December. Freetown &nd its vicinity, from the ancho- 
rage which we reached a little after daylight this morning, 
has a most pleasing appearance, and notwithstanding that its 
climate is so pernicious to European constitutions, the most 
prejudice^ must grant that the scenery here is magnificently 
picturesque. The wide confluence of the ^ierra Leone river 
with the sea, resembles a smooth and extensive lagoon, bound- 
ed on one side by the low, woody Bullom shore, on the 
other by the verdant and gentle acclivity on which the town 
is situated, the back-ground of which, gradually ascending, 
terminate^ in a semi-circular range of moderate sized hills, 
forming a sort of. amphitheatre, decorated with lofty trees 
and richly foliated shrubs; while every spot of the ascent, 
here and there studded with neat country seats, presents to 
the delighted eye a picture of the most agreeable character. 
The town covers a large space of ground ; its houses appear 
from the anchorage like so many cottage* omee, elegantly 
built, and tastefully painted externally) and interspersed with 
numerous trees; tire streets wide, and — which, by the by, is 
rather ominous than pleasing— covered with grass, through 
which lanes are distinguishable, niade by the foot passengers. 
The huts scattered about in the suburbs surrounded with ba- 
nana, orange, pawpaw, and other fruits, put one in mind of 
gvden summer-houses of the honest Cockney citizens in the 
neighbourhood of London^ But with all that is pleasing to 
the eye, it is but a painted sepulchre. It is painful to the im- 
agination to conceive that this very exuberance of vegetation 
is the remote cause of that great destruction of European life, 

for which the place is so distinguished — contaminating the 

Co 
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surroundiDg atmosphere with mephitic exhalations by its an- 
nual death and putrefkctioo. On the ridge of an adjacent 
hill, to the westward of the town,ns situated a duster of mud 
huts, the humble abode of a number of liberated slaves, and 
still farther to the westward, on the borders of the river, stands 
another assemblage of mod edifices, similarly inhabited. — 
These villages are called Wilberforce and Murray. 

I hear to-day that twenty-one of the thirty-eight fever pa- 
tients sent to the hospital from the Plumper have died, among 
whom is the assistant surgeon and the clerk^ and the others 
are in such a precarious state, that little hope is entertained 
of their recovery. The thing. does not appear to create any 
sensation here ; it is a matter of such common occurrence, 
that the subject is seldom spoken of on shore, or only mention- 
ed sn passant. 

Numbers of boats and canoep formed of the puBam, a gigan- 
tic species of cotton tree, have paddled alongside tcnlay, full 
ot black washerwomen, liberal^ slaves, ahd Kroumen, all 
noisily talkative ; the women well dothed with cotton gar- 
ments of various hues ; the latter free from any such encum- 
brance, excepting a piece of cloth that serves the purpose of 
the "fig leaf small clothes of our progenitor." Some of themj 
indeed, tueinpuris naturdlibus, but the ladies do not appear 
to be very much shocked at the indecency. Habit is a second 
nature, it is said, and. perhaps blushes are incompatible with 
a countenance of ebony. They brought for sale bananas, oran- 
ges, lemons, and pineapples. The pines, though not so ddi- 
ciously flavoured as those pf English or \Vest India growth 
are nevertheless very excellent, that Sixty of them niay be 
had for a dollar, or somewhat less than a penny each. 

11th. The fine picturesque appearance which the town as- 
sumes from the anchorage is greatly diminished on entering 
it It is placed on the side of a hill, situated in the area, 
or bosom, of the amphitheatre mentioned above. This hill 
is formed of a primitive brittle rock, that app^rs chiefly to 
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cooBist of sandstone, and a combination of oxygen, having a 
strong magnetic quality : of this several of the bou&es are 
built, but many more are constructed of wood, and all have 
quadrangular roofs, covered with small pieces of wood, which 
they call shingles, in place of slates. The iron stone of these, 
blackened and^orroded hf the frequent rains, has a very un- 
couth appearance, although a plentiful aspersion of whitewash 
appears to be made use of to hide the deformity. The wooden 
buildings, with chinks in the walls, and uneven boardings, al- 
though daubed like the others with colouring matter, and look 
well at a distance, are only a few degrees superior to the 
booths of a race course or a fair ; besides that they are not 
lasting, owing to the destructive incursions of a stntill and ve- 
ry numerous kind of white ant, which the natives call '* bug- 
a-bug." The houses are constructed on theprinciples of free 
ventilation : most of them being surrounded with covered 
galleries, open in front, or numerously perforated with jalou- 
seed windows, or blinds of wicker work, to exclude the sun 
and allow the air to permeate. Most of these superior kind 
of buildings are unconnected with each other, being separated 
by a colony of small huts, inhabited by people bf every shade, 
fVom straweolour to perfect jet, generally maroona These 
huts are built of twigs wattled together round poles stuck in 
the ground ; the interstices filled with clay, and the roof four- 
sided and thatched with straw or dry grass; Some of them 
are likewise formed of planks united edgewise, but such be- 
long to certain of the black arietocmcy only. The streets of 
the town are very wide, placed at right angles, and plentifully 
supplied with grass and rubbish. The soil is exceedingly 
hard during the dry season, and the red powder of the oxide 
adheres most tenaciously to one's nether garments moist with 
perspiration, daubinglhem moat unsparingly with iron mould. 
During the rains, I am told, this hard soil becomes so soft and 
saturated with moisture, that if not very careful, one may step 
up to the knees in mud in evei^ street of Freetown. 

Each house has its garden full of firuit trees of various sorts 
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peeping over the roofs and garden walls, remii^ingr one of 
tke green luxuriance of an English village in the month of 
May. A little higjier up the hill* overlooking the town. Fort 
Thornton, the citadel, or prineipaUort, is situated, with the 
military hospital behind, — which, by the by, might be in a 
much more elevated, and therefore more cheerful, cooly and 
healthy sitnation ; and on the very summit of the hiU stands 
the.new barracks^ commodious, clean, and well ventilated. A 
place more eligible for their erection could not be found in the 
whole neighbourhood. The temperature is usually two or 
three degrees- below that of the town, and although the bay 
should be perfectly calm, there is almost always in this elevat- 
ed spot alight and refreshing breeze. ^ The summit of this 
hill commands the most superb and agreeable prospect imagi- 
nable in every direction but one, where the burying-gronnd 
presents itself, and the newly turned up mould which -covers 
the recent victims to fever. The beautiful valley separating 
this from the semicircular range of woody hills in the back 
ground, forming a line of demarcation between the vicinity of 
Freetown and all that may be disagreeable to the eye beyond ; 
the little villas peeping through the woods in rural modesty; 
the wide spreading town at our feet, embowered in trees ; 
its spacious streets full of moving forms, dark, to be sure, but 
replete with life and bustle ; and the ^till, expimsive estuary, 
unruffled by a breath, bearing on its smooth surface ships of 
various size and structure, pilgrim spooks from *' regions most 
remote," — constitute ah assemblage of objects highly pleasing 
to the eye, and gratifying to the imagination. "All the 
grateful country bjreatlies delight." If we could but add 
with Gay, 

Here brooming heaHji exerts her gentle retgOt 

the agreeable picture would be complete, but, merged in its 
fatal climate, all the beauties of the country are lost 

Freetown properly consists of several districts connected 
with each other by intervening huts, of which the resid^ces 
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of our countrymen form a straggling sort of Bucleus. The 
inhabitants are composed, besides Europeans, of Nova Scotia 
settlers. Maroons from Jamaica, discharged soldiers of the 
West India regiments and royal African corps, natives, and 
liberated Africans ; and each of these districts receives its 
name from the principal body of its inhabitants, — such as Set- 
tler Town, Marocm Town, Soldier or Gibraltar Town, Jaloff 
Town, and so on. The greater number of the respectable in- 
habitants have low wooden boxes, somewhat resembling pig- 
sties, placed outside of the doors Qf their dwelling and store- 
houses, in which a Krouman or negro keeps watch during the 
night These are remarkable objects in jthe street, and puzzle 
one not a little to guess their particular use. These transport- 
able boxes are obtained from slave vessels, in which they are 
placed on the upper deck for the use ot the captain and mate, 
when the cabin, hold, and every portion of spare room, is oc- 
cupied by their living carga There is no scarcity of shops or 
*^ stores," as they are called, where almost every article of 
English nutnutacture may be had. The town is also possessed 
of one solitary inn, and two billiard tables, — one at the inn, 
and a private one maintained by a few subscribers^ whose com- 
plaisance enables casual Visiters like ourselves to have free ac- 
cess to it at all timea 

Numbers of Foulahs, Serawoolahs, and Mandingoes, tall, 
slender made, but athletic, and intelligent looking men, are 
seen walking, or sitting in groups about the streets, dressed 
in long loose coarse blue and white robes, having the arms 
and legs^bare ; their heads covered with a small red or white 
woolen or cotton cap ; their hair platted in numerous cords, 
nearly as thick as the little finger, and hanging round the 
head ; with sandals on their feet ; and their arms and necks, 
and, in some instances, their ancles, loaded with numerous 
fetishes,*-*— grisgris, as they call them, or charms. These are 
mere scraps of paper, written in Arabic characters, (pieces of 
the Koran, and placed in smallleather bags or boxes, which 

* From the Portugueiie word Feitoco, wittlicrat^. 
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are fastened round the arm above, the elbow, eir round the 
neck, with straps of the same material, and resembling' so 
many tobacco poachesL They have all musk^ bows, and ar- 
rows ; some of them long sabres or curved knives, resemblibg 
creeses. The Foulahs and Serawoolahs bring gold from the 
interior in large rough rings, which they barter fc«r articles of 
dress, gunpowder, &c. The Madingoes trade chiefly in rice 
and bullocka One day lately, a number of these meo. He* 
companied by a patriarchal chief called Suita^Aia, or Musts- 
pha, came on board to see the frigate. They inspected her in 
the most minute way; some of them extending their exami- 
nation even to the main-top. That which seemed to aflbrd 
them the neatest amusementj was the cabin bell; the cord at* 
tached to which, in their examination of every thing, one cf 
them chanced to pull, and hearing the efi^t, and not know- 
ing from whence the sound came, every one had a poll in 
torn, and seemed highly tickled with the constalit tinkle 
which their incessant tugs produced^ The arrogance^ dun- 
ning, and open perfidy of the gold trader lis surprising. It 
has been the practice with the European merchants to employ 
a friendly Foulah^or Mandingo, to look out for the arrival of 
these people from the interior, and endeavour to prevail on 
them to sell the gold which they have brought to the mer- 
chant in Whose confidence he is. While the negociation is 
pending, which the traders take care to protract aa long as 
possible, they live at the expense of the merchant, who has 
to provide them with a house, cooking utensils, mats to 
sleep on, 'and provisions. At length, afier some weeks, if 
well treated, a bargain is struck ; but if any thing displeases 
them — if they fancy that they are not sufliciently well treated, 
they go to some one else, live with him another week or two, 
and perhaps play him a similar trick. From having been 
thus too much indulged, through the ill-judged rivalry and 
over-anxious cupidity of the merchants, they have become so 
proud and haughty, that they are generally able to dictate 
their own terms, which the original bargainer will rather 
submit to than sufifer'another to obtain t hid gold. ' 
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One thln^ strikingly remarkable in Freetown; is the total 
absence of beasts of burden, or carriages of any sort. To be 
sore, a'milch cow is seen here and there grazing^ in the mid- 
dle of the sU«et, and a few goat%dogs, pigs, and poultry; and 
every r©i^)eGtable person keeps his own riding horse, or gig, 
(in lending which, by the by, thoy are extremely liberal to 
visitors;) but with tliese exceptions, I have never seen a do- 
mesticor working animal, or a carriage of any sort. The 
duties €)f the camel, horse, ox, miile, and ass, seem to be 
performed almost entirely by the individual or combined la- 
bour of our own species, and chiefly by the Africans re- 
cently HBerated, who are to be seen in great numbers abont 
the streets. Almost in a state of nudity. I observed parties 
of these men, lately manumitted, dragging huge stones on 
low-wheeled trucks, for the purpose of building ; others ar- 
riving from the country in the evening, where they had 
been at work, clearing the ground, with hoes and pickaxes 
<m their Moulders, all of them seemingly contented with their 
employment. Besides these men, parties of convicts, in 
chains, are constantly^ employed about any public work that 
may be going on, — black, as well as white men, who have 
beeh condemned for i^nces committed in the colony. 

The female Africans all carry their children behind their 
backs, rolled in the same body-cloth which covers, from the 
waist downwards, their own nakedness. The poor little wretch 
bound with its face to the back of its mother, and ah arm and 
a leg on each side of her, and both these as well as its head 
exposed to the sun, seems to bear its irksome position, and all 
the shaking and rough usage it meets with, most philosophi- 
cally. The market-place is crowded with liberated African 
females, squatted on the grbund, or on mats, with their bas- 
ket of fruit, nuts, or Chily peppers, displayed before them, 
wad their naked, woolly-headed sable cherubs, released from 
their dorsal envefope, playing round them, and puckering 
their little, smooth, chubby visages into every form and de- 
gree <rf satisfection. They sprawl about the narrow lanes 
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through the market, scratching" up the mud, and wallowing 
in it Uke as many black sucking pigs. At one time, in thread* 
ing my passage through this labyrinth of baskets, something 
call^ off my attention, and I accidentally trod Father heavily 
upon one of these poor little sooty imps, which set op a 
squeak very much like its sucking prototype; but bieing 
accustomed to hard knocks, and much ungentle usage, its grief 
vanished with that single scream. What with ns would have 
kept the whole house in an uproar for an hour at least, only 
occupied the short ^pace of a momentary squall, and the lit- 
tle thin^f brightened again as if nothing had happened, much 
to my gratification, as. I imagined that I must at least have 
broken some of Its ribs. Its mother seemed to think very 
lightly of the matter. 

The market is large and centrically situated, and is held 
partly on the ground floor of a large u noshed building, in- 
tended, I believe, as an Assembly Room, and partly in the 
open air, surrounded by wooden pailings. At one end is the 
flesh, at the other the fruit and vegetable markets, ^he fish 
market is near the river side, and at a little distance from 
the others, — the whole ^Ithy in the extreme. As is usufti in 
most markets, the first of the morning is the best Ume to 
make purchases. The .manumitted slaves, who chiefly sup- 
ply the marlsets, arrive then from the different villages within 
six or eight miles of Freetown, bringing baskets of fruit on 
their heads, which is so plentiful, that they dispose of the 
whole load perhaps ^sixpence. . Part pf the fruit and vege- 
tables are, however, brought over from the Hullom shore, snp- 
pHed by a poweriiil chief, called Dalla. Mahpmmodou^ who 
also sends numbers of bullocks to be disposed ofj and who has 
also a very principal share in the wood trade of the river. 
Besides various kinds of fruit, many other articlesare placed 
oh the ground for sale : such as pots of palm oil,— a most dia- 
bolical mixture of this oil and farina, used as an article of food 
by the blacks, coarse soap, yams, cassava, half-cleaned rice' 
green ginger, straw hats, fowls, and tobacca The beef in 
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the market is wretched stuff, and the mutton little better, al* 
though said to be the finest of the whole coast. The cattle are re- 
markably small : and all that I have seen are of a dun colour, 
with ere^t horns. Poultry and eggs are very small, scarce, and 
consequently, high priced. Bread and mijk we find to be the most 
expensive of all articles; a small roll, of the value of one 
penny in England, costing biere threepence, and a quart erf" 
goat's milk nearly two shillings. The principal fsh in the 
market are bream, gray mullet, garroupa,. and rock cod* 
These are only to be had fresh 4ate in the afternoon, when 
the- fishermen make a point of arriving just in time for dinner. 
T\ke unremitting din of jarring tongues in this market is 
most deafening, and the peculiar sickly odour ot black hu- 
manity, most potent and disagreeable. One might im- 
agine that h$ had got within the preciots of Lucifer and 
the damned; that he saw all the fraternity of Beekebuh, 
heard the smothered how|s of the tortured, and respired the 
sulphurous vapours of the Tartarean abyss. 

The water of Sierra Leone is excellent, and the supply at 
all times. sufficient for the consumption; but, towards the 
close of tiie dry season, it is so much less abundant than usual, 
that ships are sometimes obliged to supply themselves during 
the night, that the inhabitants may not be incommoded. It 
is principally obtained from a large cistern near the Fishmar* 
ket. 

The currency of Sierra Leone is a strange and inconvenient 
commixture of Spanish doubloons, — dollars rudely divided 
into four parts, each of which is called a *• cut money,'* — and 
the current silver and copper of England. ^ The cut money . 
appears^^he the most common medium of circulation ; every 
thing costs so .many **cut moneys.'' 

Amidst all the dialects spoken by the various Negro tribes 
and inhabitants in the colony^ English is the language gene- 
rally understood and made use of in every degree of imper- 

fectioo. Poor Quamino, in giving utterance to our civilized 

D 
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dialect, falls into many diverting errors of style, as well as 
pronunciation, and our countrymen here seem to think that it 
is necessary he should not improve in this respect, ad they all 
make use of the same defective and incongruous jargon in 
speaking to every one of dingy exterior, conceiving, no doubt, 
that the blacks understand better what is said to them when 
spoken to in their own broken and imperfect English. The 
follovving is a specimen of this peculiar lingua franea jar- 
gon, which I overheard the other day between a Europeao 
roaster and his black eervant : — 

Master. "Why for you no take book togoberna mm.^" 

Man. "Me no get him, sa." 

Masters " Yes you did ; you get fum, fum, palaver 
plenty." 

Man. " Me no like him, sa ; me get fum fum palaver plen- 
ty too much." 

Which means, 

" Why did you not deliver that note to the governor?" 
" You did not give me any note, sir." 
" Yes I did ; you shall be punished." 
."I would rather not, sir; for I have had quite enough of 
punishment already." ^ 

To the westward of Freetown a level damp uncultivated 
piece of ground, of considerable extent, covered with almost 
impenetrable jungle, presents itself as a flagrant specimen of 
deficient circumspection On the part of the colonial govern- 
ment. With the number of liberated Africans imported an- 
nually, nothing would appear to be more easy, than the drain- 
ing and clearing of this swampy spot, and the vicinage of 
mangrove and jungle,'so as to impede the formation of those 
exhalations so destructive to health and life during the ramy 
months. There is, even at this dry season, frequently sus- 
pended over the site of this semi paludal district, a white, 
filmy, tenuous haze, so dense in the morning that every thing 
which it envelopes, although it does not extend so high as the 
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tops of the trees, is nearly hid from tiie eight, disperslDg or 
expanding towards the meridian, and gradually collecting and 
Gondensating again as the influence of the sun becomes 
weaker and evening approaches. This can be nothing else 
than the noxious vapours elicited by the action of the sun's 
rays from the moist soil and the decaying vegetation. 

In reference to this baneful exudation from the earth's sur- 
face, the following anecdote of Commodore B and Sir 

J5^iel Campbell, then Grovernor of Sierra Leone, related to me 
by a friend on whose veracity I can implicitiy rely, deserves 
to be recorded, I must premise, however, that it Ojccurred 
during the rainy season, when these exhalations are much 
more dense than at present. Sir Neil sent an aid-de-camp on 
board early one morning to invite the Commodore to break- 
fast at eight o'clock, who excused himself by saying that he 
made it an invariable rule on the coast of Africa not to land 
before ten. The messenger went on shore, and speedily re- 
turned with another message from the governor, saying, that 
as he was very anxious to see the Commodore, he had put off 
breakfast untH ten, and that he had gone to take a ride in^e 
interim. There was no refusing this : and the cautious offi- 
cer inquired in what direction Sir Nielrode. " To the west- 
ward," was the reply. " Then," said he, " I shall perhaps 
be able to shew you why I do not leave the ship before the 
day is well advanced." The road which the Governor had 
.taken was at that time nearly parallel with the beach, by 
King Tbm's Poiiit,^ and only a short distance from it. Com- 
modore B— — took the aid-de-camp to the gangway, and 
after looking a little, time^ pointed out to him the Governor's 
-course by his hat and feather, the la^t of which was distinctly 
visible, waving over the sheet of mist which covered the 
ground, himself and his horse being completely enveloped in 
it. The young soldier expressed great astonishment at the 
singular phenomenon, and said he was sure that no one on 
shore was aware of the existence of so dense and dangerous 
an envelope. Not long after this Sir Neil Campbell fell a vic- 
tim to the climate. 
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The habitations of the Krou p6ople, Krou Town as it is 
called, are, in the direction of this spot, adjoining Freetown, 
a complete Indian village ; the houses formed, like all the bats 
in the colony, of clay, twigs, and thatch. These men are an emi^ 
grant and industrioas race, natives of a part of the grain coast, 
in the neighbourhood of Captj Palmoe, about three hundred and 
fijfty or four hundred miles south east of this, who come here 
for a few years only — let themselves out for hire to ships or as 
servants on shore — make a little money — return home again, 
and succeeded by spme more of their fortune-pushing coun- 
trymen. They are in fact, ^the Scotsmen of Africa. They 
are a remarkably strong, active, hardy, and intelligent race 
of men. Their skin varies from a dark copper colour to black, 
tattooed about the face, chest, and arms. They are distin- 
guished by a tattooed arrow on each temple, with its point to 
the eye ; and almost all of them have the front teeth of the 
upper jaw filed to a point, or some portion of each tooth re- 
moved, according to the fancy of the wearer, or those who 
begat him, which gives them a savage appearance* Tiien: 
only article of dress is a piece of printed cotton cloth round 
the middle. None of them have their wives and families 
here ; these are left at home under the guardianship 6f their 
own relations and the protection of their chief to whom, on 
returning hoine, they always carry a present of doth, mus- 
kets, gunpowder, or some article of dress, as a sort of tribute 
and acknowledgment for his protection. Polygamy is per- 
mUted in their own country. They come up to Sierra Leone 
in canoes of different sizes, but generally return in any mer- 
chant vessel that may be going to pass in the vicinity of Cape . 
PalmOS ; the quantity of goods which they take with them, 
purchased by their industry, being generally too much for 
their shallow barks to carry. The passage back is, however, 
occasionally made in canoes. A tribe called Fishmen, who 
inhabit the sea coast to the northward of their country, and 
with whom they have frequent warfe, often lie in wait for 
them on their passage, and rob them ; and, if I may believe the 
Kroumen, who seem to hate these people most cordially, the 
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most bloody rencounters sometimes takes place 1)etween them. 
Every ship of war, on nrriving here, (Freetown,) enters a 
certain number of these Kroumen over and above her compli- 
ment, for the purpose of mianning her boats when they may 
be sent on any service where there is Ukely to be much ex- 
posure to the sun or rain, and to the mephitic exhalations from 
the soil, SQch ^s wooding and watering, so that our unassimi- 
lated seamen may be subjected ad little as possible to the dele- 
terious inflaence of the climate. They contintfe on board the 
ship until she leaves the staticn, when they are paid and dis- 
charged. Que of the number is always considered the chief, 
or Jeading^ man, and is generally rated as a petty officer, the 
others as ordidhry seamefi. Sometimes there are two leading 
men ; in that case the second is rated as an able seaman, or 
has a second class petty officer's rating. They are much at- 
tached to the naval service- As the orthography as well fis the 
pronunciation of their original proper names would be, to our 
tars, matters of incalculably difficult accomplishment, either 
they or some diverting vagabond on shore has suppfied all of 
them most comical and ridiculous appellations of English con- 
struction, by which they appear on the ship's books, instead 
of the proper names which have been bestowed upon ^hemin 
their own country. We received upwardsof twenty of them 
on board, chiefly young inen, all of them more muscular and 
athletic, although not generally taller jthan our own people ; 
some of them perfect models in point of figure, and possessing 
features rather more prominent and express ve than the ge- 
nerality of Africans. Nearly all of them had been in the navy 
before, and, like most other Africans, each has bis grigri, or 
fetish, which is commonly the tooth of some wild animal, fas- 
tened round the ancle or wrist. The following are a few of 
their original proper names, with the laughable and absurd 
cognomina which they brought with them among many others 
of strange and dubious import :— » 

Namboe Jack Ropeyam. 

Tabooa Jack Fryingpan. 

Yiepam Great Tom. 

D* 
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Woorawa 


Peas Soup. 


Blattoo 


Will Centipede- 


Nieca 


Jack Neverfear. 


Niepa 


Jack Toggle. 


Ba Sidi 


Tom Seedy. 


Niaie 


Goyerament Packet 



In rowing they have'always a song of some sort or ^thcr a» 
commaDd, to which they keep time with (he oar, eqinetimes 
melodious, but usually harsh and wituneful, ksLvrng generally 
for its subject something omnected with the ship, or the ch- 
eers, or the duty that is going on, each chanting a subject in 
turn, while the rest join in the chorus. * 

Although enenues to the slave trade, these people are com- 
plained of by the Europeans on shore for their thievish pro- 
pensities, and their ** resetting" of stolen goods, which, if 
valuable, they pack off in canoes to their own country long 
before a hue and cry can be raisedi so that few stolen articles 
of value can be recovered. They encourage the apprefaticed 
slaves to steal from their masters whatever they can lay their 
hands on, particularly articles of dress, for which they g»^e 
them some trifling payment, as may be supposed, by no means 
equivalent to their value. 

In Preletown, there are two government schools, on Bell's 
system, for the^education of black children of every race, Ma- 
roons, Settlers, and liberated Africatis. In the male school 
there are at present three hundred and eighty-five pupils, di- 
vided into ten classes; in the female school two hundred and 
sixty-four, into eight classes. The boys are taught reading, 
writing, and arithmetic only, — tjie girls, besides these, are in- 
structed in needle- work. Every attention seelns to be paid to 
their instruction: and, besides being remarkably clean, neatly 
dressed, and well-behaved, the- progress they ha^e made in 
these rudimental branches of education deserves the highest 
praise. I examined several classes in each school, and stadi- 
ously compared the acquirements of the liberated African with 
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the other children. There was no perceptible difference. The 
lights and shades seemed to bear much the same proportion 
among them, as among the chiklren of our own labouring 
classes at home. For the age of these children, their progress 
under the system of education adopted, seemed to be very ra- 
pid. With the infant establishments, fast gaining ground at 
homeland other improved methods of educating youlh, — **of 
teaching the young idea how to shoot,*' the high road to 
knowledge is now so divested of asperities^ and, as it were, 
** Macadamized/* that much ought necessarily to be expected 
from the rising generation, even of the sadly traduced blacks. 
A child now, before it can well utter its first mpnosyUables, 
is made to receive instruction, both physical and moral ; and 
sundry rude applicationsof birch or leather apoateriori in the 
old school militant, have given way to coaxing and kindness in 
the new method of discipline, which, I think, for the sake of 
contradistinction, may certainly be called the school melliflu- 
ent. In the case of the school at Freetown, howeirer, this 
i^em appears to work welL 

Freetown church, situated near the middle of the town, 
after having cost government an enormous sum of money, 
(from £50,500 to £80,000 1 hear,) has at length been disco* 
vered to be too large, and is at present undergoing material 
alterations, so as to reduce its capacitj^ It is, therefore, no 
longer a marketr^^ace, as Lander Mates it to have been in his 
Records of Clapperton, "where buyers and sellers were inde- 
cently disputing and wrangling," There is, however, no scar- 
city of Methodist chapels and meeting-houses in the place ; and 
almost all the villagfes possess some residents attached to the 
Church Missionary Society, who, with the managers and sub- 
managers, perform the municipal duties of each, and who, by 
their strenuous exertions in the cause of morality 4ind religion, 
have all along been extremely unpopular among tlie dissolute 
Europeans, who again affirm that their salacity exceeds all 
bounds, and that their religicm is maintained merely in its 
trappmgs, which they doff at pleasure. A strong instance of 
iBoral turpitude has recently occurred amosf these men» 
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which has caused no inconsiderabie degree of exaltation to 
their lay brethren, whose peccadilloes thej sometimes mag- 
nify hito heinotis offences, and who, consequently, think and 
speak as roost other men of *< carnal minds " would do under 
similar circumstances. 

«* The office of a clergyman,'' say they, »* must at all times 
command respect, and we are induced to respect the Tngn^ 
when his demeanour is compatible with the office, and his 
life irreproachable. But when a parson, merely because be 
is a parson, ventures to assume any arrogant degree of supe- 
riority over his lay brethren, and holds them up for petty of- 
fences and imaginary misbehaviour, as stained and branded 
with the mark ot the Beaiit, as if he himself were spotless^ he 
must, of course, expect to meet with the ridicule, the pity, 
and contempt, which such a supercilious, unwarrantable, and 
unchristianlike assumption deserves, let his conduct in other 
respects be ever so irreprehensibleln our eyes. It is the duty 
of a clergymaii to remind us of our feults, and (o tell us to cor- 
rect them, and how to do so ;^but it is a weakness in the poor 
man to think himself, as he often xdoes, in any way better or 
superior, because it is part of the duties attached to his holy 
office to do sa Such conduct must at all times appear a most 
farcical superlation of his own professed excellence, and will 
always meet witli disgust and contempt from the unreclaimed 
and ungodly, and compassion from his more sensible brethren ; 
the former of whom are very naturally inclined to exclaim, 
like a certain graceless toper, of sack-dripking notoriety, 'Be- 
cause thou art virtuous, shall there be no more cakes and ale V '* 
The missionaries have, until the occurrence in question, super^ 
i^tended the instruction of the liberated Africans located in 
the different villages in the Peninsula. During the week, 
they assemble the children in the churches, and teach them to 
read and write, and to perform various religious exercises, 
such as singing church melodies, &c. They iiave, of course, 
access to every house ; and ia the mentally debased condition 
of the newly imported Africans, virtuous scruples are so rare 
among them, that the vicious will find few obstacles to tb» 
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grrfttification of «Dy immoral propensity, particularly when it 
is masked by religion. Mt. 1> , " the fallen star" allu- 
ded to, was in the daily practice of inculcating moiral attd re- 
li£^ious instruction upon the minds of children^ as well as those 
inore advanced in life. His wife and family were living with 
hina in the town when the criminal circumstance alluded to 
took place, — ^namely the seduction of a young English female, 
-who speedily disclosed his villainy. Had it been an African, 
the occurrence would never have been discovered; and where 
th^ tendency to crime has been so manifested, and the facili- 
ties of commission so extensive, to what conclusion will- a 
consideration of all the circumstances naturally tend 1 On 
the affair being discovered, be threw up his situation ; and 
what makes the matter still more extraordinary, he was coun- 
tenanced by his brethren, several of whom refused to perform 
their duties in the schools any longer. The world would be 
inclined to conclude from this, that they are equally guilty, 
and afraid of an officially instituted inquiry, and the criminal 
discoveries to which such an inquiry might possibly lead. But 
among the most immaculate there will be occasional slips, 
and, forall this, there are many good and valuable men i^mong 
them. 

During our atay here, among other liberated African villa- 
ges, t visited Kissey, situated about four miles to. the east- 
ward of Freetown, on the side of a gentle acclivity, about a 
mile from the river side. There is an excellent road to this 
village^ and Wellington, situated « little farther on, winding 
round the base c^ those lofty mountains behind Freetown, 
Here still embellished with rich foliage, and diversified with 
valleys and ravines, clothed in the gayest manner imaginable. 
On the lefl band, the wide, still, and expansive river is seen 
at a little distance, slowly stealing towards the sea. All be- 
tween the road aiid its sloping bank is covered with long 
grass, yellow with the sun^ appearing like ripe corn, waving 
in the gentle breeze, interspersed with groves and solitary 
trees, and the straggling, thatched huts of the manumitted 
slaves. The base of the hills on the right is embraced by se« 
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vera! European villas and farms, well laid out^ and ornament 
ed witMedgerowsofpine apple plants, which grow wildhtre 
in eveiy direction; and close to the road, on both sides, through^ 
out its whole extent, the numerous cottages are placed, ^eacb 
surrounded by a piece of well cultivated ground, full of cas- 
sada, cocoa plants and fruit trees, and hedged in, and orna- 
mented with several kinds of creeping plants, — the residen- 
ces of liberated 'Africans, who have been some time in the co- 
lony. About two miles from Freetown, between thiis road 
and the river, there is a large piece ot ground laid out ^ a 
race-course, for the annual amusement of the sporting heroes 
of the colony, but occupied every evening at this season by the 
European Ascii, who ride or drive to this spot towards sunset, 
and lounge about in the cool, refreshing sea breeze, for an 
hour or two before diiwier. All are on the qui'ijfve at pre- 
sent, as the races take place a few days after Christmas, and 
nothing is talked of but training, betting, and horse flesh. — 
Where there are so few bright incidents to illutninate the 
gloomy aspect of time as at Sierra Leone, a period of excite- 
ment like this i^ naturally looked forward to with anxious sa- 
tisfaction. Every one is discussing the merits of"his own, or 
some other steed, and unacquainted as the Leonese must be 
with the systematic insidise of the turf, I can learn there is 
not a little jockeying going forward by the "knowing ones," 
even here. Thelioise^, most of whicli-are brought from the 
Gambia, are very small, and g^eperally in bad condition — 
something of the same breed as Don Quixote's mare. None 
are thorough bred, and few are of any value. As they are all 
kept for the common purposes of riding or driving, and none 
exclusively for the turf, we oijght not to ridicule the hack-like 
appearance of those about to be entered, nor, the zeal which 
prompts the lieges to speak of them with admiration, because 
they are the best; and we know that" all things — horses as 
well as men — are measured by comparisou; but a technical de- 
scription of the Sierra Leone stud, to which I am incompe- 
tent, would, I have no doubt, affi)rd no small diversion to the 
connoisseurs of Ascot and Newmarket. 
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On approaching Kiseey, the only striking objects which 
present themselves are the church, a large unoccupied go> 
v^rnment house, and two or three other civilized looking build- 
iDgs, residences of the liberated African manager, and a few 
missionary assistants. All the rest has the appearance of a 
complete Indian village, the huts, peeping through groves of 
plantain and banana trees, formed of pol€s s^tuck in the ground, 
interwoven with twigs of mangrove, after the manner of a 
basket, the crevices filled up with clay, and the roof thatched 
with rank meadow grass. They are separated from each oth- 
er by the pieces of ground allotted to each inhabitant, and by 
streets of respectable width; and consequently, although the 
whole contain only from eight hundred to one thousand per- 
sons, they are scattered over a very considerable extent of 
surface. All the liberated African villages in the colony are 
very tsimilar in appearance. Of these. Regent's Town, in the 
mountain district, about three miles from this, is considered 
llie finest. In the yard attached to the government house, 
there is a range of lowhuildmgs appropriated to the purposes 
of an hospital, for the reception of manumitted slaves, at pre- 
sent under the superintendence of the colonial surgeon.'^ 
Here all cases of diflieulty and danger are sent from the other 
villages; yet, although the patients appear to be judiciously 
treated, and cleanliness strictly attended to, iiumanity obliges 
me to say, that the place is, both from its size and situation, 
altogether ill adapted for the purposes of an hospital. It con-^ 
sists of three very small apartments on the ground floor, one 
of which is appropriated to females, the care of whom is con- 
signed to female nurses. Into these are huddled seventy-nine 
sick persons; and I was told that there had been occasionally 
as many as one hundred and fifly, afflicted with various dis- 
eases; for it would bo both a useless and difficult matter, where 
the accommodation is so scanty, to attempt any separation or 
classification of the cases. But every thing appears to be 
done for their comfort, so far as the limited accommodation 
will allow; and it is for the colonial government to appoint a 
receptacle, of which there is' no scarcity, at least in Freetown, 
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(and there can be no very cogent reason against this being 
the site of the hospital^ but there is a strong argam^nt in fa* 
vour of itf as the superintending surgeon resides there,) more 
suited to the wants and necessities of our afflicted fellow- 
creatures, aHhough they are black and wretched. The dis- 
ease^n the hospital were chiefly frightful, phagedenic ulcers, 
dropsy^ tabes, and craw-craw,— an eruptive complaint, of the 
nature of an inveterate itch, forming scabs, somewhat resem- 
bling those of tinea, and affecting the skin about ihe elbow 
and knee joints princilwiUy. Some of the poor patients were 
so mnch emaciated, as to make it really a matter of surprise 
that objects so deplorable could still retain life. Two females, 
who had been slaves on board the Nympha, when captured 
lately by the boats of the Conflict, were among the Dbmber. 
They had accidentally i)een severely wounded during the 

scuffle which ensued on boarding. 

^ - . - " 

I cannot help shuddering when I think of the dreadful and 
undeserved calamities^ which are the bitter inheritance of 
these poor, inoflensive, sufiering, and degraded blacks. At a 
short distance from Kissey^ near the riVer side, a few huts 
have been erected, and surrounded with a walU (not yet com- 
pleted,} intended as a lazaretto, for the jteccptioh <>f all cases 
of an infectious nature, brought to tlie colony in newly cap- 
tured slave-ships, and for the temporary residence of the 
whole living cargo, should any epidemic prevail among thenu 
Vessels may anchor near thespbt, and land their unhappy in- 
mates without difficulty. 

In one of my excursions to this" village, I diried with the 
govern n^ent surveyor, who has "pitched his tetit" here for a 
short time, being employed in completing an elaborate survey 
of the whole colony; and I may take this opportunity of pay- 
ing a tribute to the civil endeavors and hospitality which we 
have met with at the hands of several of our countrymen in 
Sierra Leone. It is our own fault if we do net take advan- 
tage of their numerous invitations. Every endeavour is made 
to afford us some means of passing the time, and dissipattng 
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the ennui which weighs upon oar spirits, in this vapid and 
enervating climate; for, although the present is the most heal- 
thy throughout the year, (August being considered the most 
unhealthy,) yet the debilitating atmospheric influence on 
mind as well as body, is sufficiently perceptible in the great 
disinclination to exertion of any sort; and in the peculiar 
sense of weakness in the knees, — general lassitude and wea- 
riness in the legs, without exertion, almost amounting to pain, 
with which every one is well conversant, who has resided for 
a short time in this region of pestilence and death. Unless 
when the wind blows from the eastward, called the harmat- 
tan — a dry, cold, parching breeze, usually lasting two or three 
days — ^the air is always highly charged with moisture; a very 
heavy dew generally falls at night; every thing becomes 
mouldy, and smells musty, and salt particularly indicates the 
damp saturity.of the atmosphere, by becoming a moist and 
viscous pasle. The violent changes in the condition of ani- 
mated nature, as well as inanimate matter, efiected'l)y these 
atmospheric vicissitudes in the dry season, joined with in- 
tense solar h^at, must be eminently injurious to every consti- 
tution not habituated to their influence," — to say nothing of 
the ^ill more pernicious efiects produced during the almost 
incessant rains between May and October. 

During my visits to Eassey, I occasionally entered the 
char6h, — a large unfinished building, capable of containing 
nearly one thousand persons, while the negro children were 
singing at the pitch of their shrill voices, a diurnal song of 
praise, superintended by a black missionary assistant, belong- 
ing to the village. When I entered, they, of course, all look- 
ed round and smiled, but continued, with open mouths and 
teeth of ivory, to scream 'their canticle to the end of the verse, 
when all was hush, and, at a given signal from the teacher, a 
hundred little voices squeaked **Good evening, sir," repeating 
the salutation two or three times, As my visits were always 
accidental, the children were, of course, quite unprepared; 
and I cannot speak too highly of the, progress they appeared 

to have made in reading and writing— of their clean and neat 

E 
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appearance, and the . intelligent smiles of -health, pleasure, 
and curiosity, that beamed from every countenance. In the 
discipline of these village schools, however, so far as t could 
learn, there is too much t^me lostin singing psalms and hymns, 
the greater part of the day being passed in this exercise. 

The view from the upper part of the rising ground on 
which Kissey is situated, embraces some beautiful and striking 
objects. The Liqn mountains are just above us, clad with 
trees; the wide spreading village lies at purTeet, adorned with 
every green plant which the country produces : beyond this, 
the river expands—^ placid, silvery stream — the meaud^rihgs 
of which are to be seen, with its low, variegated islands, and 
the flat and woody Bullom shore, skirting its northern bank, 
as far as the eye can reach. At present, there are no fewer 
than fifteen or twenty ships in this, the iVLellacorree and Scar- 
cies rivers, embarking cargoes of timber for England, and al- 
most every week adding one or two to the number. The 
trade of the colony employs about fifty thousand tons of ship- 
ping annually. Since the suppression of the slave trade in 
Ithese rivers, that system of vassalage and enlistment, under 
the banner of a chief, which was so necessary for personal 
protection during its continuance, has ceased to exist; and the 
sun of freedom having poured his benignant jand fertilizing 
influence on the desecrated . soil, industry has been fostered, 
and every description of improvement has_^ made rapid pro- 
gress among the native tribes^ in the vicinity. The wood 
trade commenced in 1816, under the auspices of Mr. M'Cor- 
mj^ck, a respectable merchant of Freetown, who, by much la- 
bour and perseverance, taught the native Bulloms and Tira- 
raannees to cut down the stately, ancient monarchs of the 
forest, and prepare them for transportation to .another land. 

The untaught savages at firstlaughed-at him, and even the 
Europeans at Freetown considered his attempt as a wild 
scheme; and nothing but the greatest exertions could have 
overcome the difficulties he had to encounter in the prejudi- 
ces of the natives, the want of beast? of burd^, of carriages, 
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or roads of any sort, by which to convey the trees to therirer 
side. Perseverance, however, surmounted every obstacle 
and tfae^ timber trade of this colony has so rapidly increased, 
that the animal duties on the importation of it alone amount to 
a very considerable sum, I believe about JS20,000. The wood, 
which is commonly, called African oak or teak, from the r^ 
semblance it bears to them, although it is in some measure 
different from both, is now floated down the river in rafts, and 
deposited in factories, as they are called, or storehouses, erect- 
ed in convenient places on the different islands, or on the 
main, to be in readiness for embarkation. Vessels, previous 
to going up the Sierra Leone river to take in a cargo, dis- 
charge their biallast at a spot near the Bullom shore, a little 
above Freetown, called from this the ballast ground. Their 
stay Up the different rivers is soi^etimes longer than perh^MB 
there is any occasion for, in consequence of which the crews 
♦suffer dreadfully .from fevers of the most violent and irreme- 
diable nature. There is at this moment (22d Dec.) a bark in 
the Meliacorree whose decks have been completely swept by 
a pestilential fever, leaving not a soul alive on board. Speak- 
ing of this, I may finish the sad history of the people belong- 
ing to his Majesty's brig Plumper : Only eleven of the thirty- 
eight have survived,'^nd these are so enfeebled and emaciated, 
that thei/ restoration to pristine health and vigour most be 
very far distant; and as their health can never here-establish- 
ed in this climate, they are, to be sent to England by the first 
ship. I frequently visited those remaining alive afler our ar- 
rival at Sierra Leone. They all laboured under the usual 
symptoms of that disease vulgarly called yellow fever, asJt 
appears on this coast, i e. of a more typhoid form than the 
West India disease. There are, no doubt, shades of differ- 
ence between this and the scourge of the Antilles, but I be- 
lieve thenS to be essentially the same. The mercurial treat- 
ment was adopted in all the above cases, and*^ the potent drug 
was most onsparingiy poured into the system in every shape. 
The final result affords a lamentable but decisive illustration 
of the ioefficacy of mercury as the only remedial agent upon 
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which relhmce can be placed in this disease; but strange as it 
may appear, with even this glaring instance of failure^ before 
their eyes, several of the medical men here, from some unao- 
Goantable fatuity, continue to practise tbesam^ treatment, 
introducing large quantities of mercury into the syetem, ami 
upon this placing their sole dependence. Upon what princi- 
ple the mercurial practitioners make use of their favourite 
nostrum, I have not been able to ascertain. All they can. say 
in iavour of it is, that when si^livation takes plaice, theTever 
abates; but this is not the fact, for 1 observed in several of 
those, cases which terminated fatal ly,^th&t the mercury occa- 
sioned a pretty considenible salivary discharge, th«t it gene- 
rally ceased after a short time, and that, in all, the mercurial 
action on the system was perceptible by soreness of the mouth, 
fetor of the breath, ulceration of the gums, and, in some, by 
extensive sloughing. In one case the bloated and oedematous 
tomefaction of the face and head from this cause was so exces-* 
sive, that scarcely a lineament of the ** human fiicedivme'' 
could be. traced. He, of course, died. But they also aver, 
that although the mouth is affected, unless there is a profuse 
salivary discharge for some time, no x salutary effect can be 
hoped for. This, of itself is a sufjcient comment ou the ia« 
efficacy, I would say mischievousnese, of the practice. If the 
mouth is very sore, and the breath tainted, afler a- continued 
use of mercury, surely it is a proof that the system is charged 
with it. If it is to exert any salutary influence over the dis* 
ease, it ought to exhibit itself now. The absence of saliva^ 
tion only shews that the vital poWers are singularly torpid or 
debilitated. The occurrence of salivation .only indicates that 
the powers of life are still capable of exerting a healthy ac- 
tion; and what can be more likely to destroy this capability 
than the strong sedative property of mercury ? I have not the 
slightest doubt that it did so in those cases, where saKvation 
was established and subsequently* ceased,-rto say nothing of 
its destructive effects in those where the system was power- 
fully influenced by it without any salivary discharge result- 
ing, In destroying the syphilitic poison by mercury, no me- 
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dical person ever tbinkfl of any othel* indicstion that the sys^ 
tem is sufficiently afieeted by the medicine, than that of the 
gnms being slightly tender. ■ A man would be considered mad 
who had reconrse to the obsblete practice of producing copious 
salivation ^r this purpose, of keeping the unfortunate patient's 
tODgoe banging biitofhiS month for a fortnight, aswasthe prac- 
tice in the old school. As a pbrgative I think calomel is to be 
^efer^ed generally above all others, — but only as a purgative. 

No individual unconnected with the Plumper was seized 
with the diseasfei and as no precaution was taken to prevent 
Communication, we must naturally conclude t&at^ in this in- 
stance at-least, it wts not of a contagious nature. So much' 
for therapei^ticks. ^ 

Temperance in this climate is imJ)eratively>necesBary. Ab- 
stemiousness and excess are alike injurious. In imitation of 
^ir William Temple, every msm ought to limit himself to 
three glasses of wine during dinner, — viz. ** one for himself^ 
one for his friends> and one for his enemies," and refect from 
^X)d as little complicated 9s possible^ It is most necessary to 
guard against repletion, but if one is determined to gorge 
himself, let it be from a sin^e dish. If from a variety, he 
only aids the undertakei: by driving so many nails tn his coffin. 
Temperance, regularity of the bowels, and a cold shower 
bath, — to wit, two or throe buckets of salt water thrown ovw 
the body, morning and evening — will do more to preserve 
health in this climate than all other precautions put together. 

By the by> musquitoes, these most annoying of all the mul- 
tifarious pests of tropical climates, are by no means numerous 
at Sierra Leone. The colonists of the Gambia boast of the 
superiority which their climate possesses over that of Free- 
town. The Sierra Leonese can only brag of having fewer^ 
musquitoes. "That Is easily accounted for," say the men of 
Bathurst, '' the climate of Sierra Leone is so bad that nothing 
can live in it, not even a musquito.' 



>r 



24th December.— We 1^ Sierra Leone to-day, to cruize off 
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the river GAllinas, a slave mart, about one hundred miles to 
the southward, in search (^vessels eni^aged in the slave trade; 
and returned on the 17tbof Januarj, 1831, after encountering 
some smart tornadoes,* accompanied with verjp iiea^ thunder 
and Jightnipf, so close to the ship that the flash and repmt 
were synchronous, like the repeated discharges of faeavjF^ ar- 
tillery, the ship trembling under the violence of each rapidly 
succeeding shock. Several waterspouts passed very doee to 
us, and the rain fell in complete torrents. During the ci*uise, 
we met with several vessels equipped for the embarkati<m of 
slaves, but having none on board we could not legally detain 
them. They were in ge;ieral standing off and on to the land, 
\intil their cargo shpuld be collected, which is done by an 
agent on shore, who, as the daves arrive, places them in a 
large shecl, or factory, as it is called, where they are penned 
up like eomany cattle. These vessels have often to remain 
for several weeks, before the number which they are capable 
of taking on board can be obtained. When this is done they 
run in-shore towards evening, seldom anchoring; and in the 
course of an hour or two, every thing being previously, pre- 
pared, they embark their Rving cargo withtbe assistance of 
large canoes, when they immediately make all sail, are gen- 
erally many miles from land before daybreaL A few days 
after leaving Sierra Leone, we met the- Plumper^ with a Span- 
ish schooner of one hundred and eighty tons, and five hundred 
and four slaves, taken on board at the river Gallinas, which she 
had just captured. 

Haying retraced our steps to Sierra Leone, I shall resome 
my observations on whatever appears worthy of notice. The 
liberated African yard, depot for stores, and the jail, are placed 
nearly contiguous to each other at the west end of Freetown. 
The latter is a large unvarnished pile of 43tone, severAl stories 
high, surrounded by a lofty wall. It is the largest as well as 
the most prominent building in the town, a matter somewhat 
inauspicious; There are at present no fewer than twenty. 
eight p ersons in jail, awaiting trial at the ensuing seseions, 

* From Uie Portuguese word Travado, a ttiunder-atorm. 
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aocused of decoy tog the recently liberated Africans from home^ 
and selling them to persons engaged in the^slave trade. Most 
<^ those infaumani villains are manumitted slaves themselves, 
and in iseveral instances relations or countrymen of their un- 
fortunate victims. 

In the colony of Sierra Leone, founded e:rpressly for the 
suppression of the slave trade, on which such enormous sums 
have been expended, and so many valuable lives sacrificed, it 
will hardly be credited that numerous instances have been 
found of persons deeply engaged in this diabolical traffic, — 
men holding, in some instances, respectable stations, and l^iv. 
faig the outward appearance of respectability ; and that vessels 
have been fitted up by residents of the colony, destmed to 
carry it on in the rivers adjacent to the Peninsula.* To what 
extent this most atrocious practice^as been carried on in the 
colony, or at what period it commenced, has not hitherto been 
ascertained, as there are no very strict parochial regulations, 
and consequently little or no attention paid to the registration 
of deaths and removals ; but from iacts which have recently 
ODine to light, it is conjectured that the crime has been per- 
petrated for a long time with peculiar enormity, and to an 
extent almost exceeding belief The following are a few of 
thefiicta alluded to : — A schoolmaster has already been tried 
for selling Bome of bis pupils. By his Majesty's brig Plumper, 
lately arrived from the river Pongos, I have learned that there 
are upwards of a hundred Africans, recently liberated and lo- 
cated at Sierra lidone, who have been kidnapped from the 
colony, now detained m the vicinity of that river, in readiness 
to be reshipped and again subjected to all the horrors of a slave 
hold. 

The factory- where these unfortunate beings are lodged is 
under the superintendence of a degenerate Englishman, named 
J(«eph, whom the authorities have been for some time en- 
deavouring to seize and bring to justice, but without success. 
When the Plumper was in the above river, a female slave 

* Vide Judge JefTcoU*! charge to the Grand Jury, Sierra Leone, June, 1890. 
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b^ts which h.d just landed, begging to be taken on J 
No persuasion coold induce the unh»ppy bein? to lea«ite 

!mJT k! u *.: '"""'^ ** was treated kindly, and eve* 

SceoTft^M ''^r"^""^ ^'«"» thfbeginnjf 
December b.8 M^esty's ship Favourite boarded a vessd * 

liSe Zth T '"" °' ^'*'"'' ^^"'^ of Whom ^e* 
erated and Settled at that colony. . 

t^ 5 K ?°"'' «''»«>»«'^i* fitty^e slaves on bo«d, 
lILt 2'^V?*"'"1 '^ ^"*^'="^ -^ 'he boarding offiS 
e^^^- ".I^P"^ '^"' ^"^««'« Town, one of thelfr 
erated African villages in this colony. The two 8hiv« w« 
^d^ l.ero..nd the vessel taken to the French anthS^i; 

_ An officer on board ttie frigate, who hasbeen employed « 

c*pciirea a slave vesBel in «rK;«i, 4.u ® ^^ 

dividual who h.^ S kidnTj^Sf '' r*""? ""'^'««"«> 
hflft...^ J 1-^ Kianapped from the colony three timcfi 

captur^ bytis £S havag been, «,fortu«,ely for him, 
Tfc,.= ,r. ^Majesty's ships Brazen, Maid^ne. and Esk. 

o^y" aniaSr r^' of ^1-e.teatng into tt 

firiofth<::"vSrftrBro:''?h?s^^""^*^ 

of the circomstances conZtJ^ wth th^ '^''.**^^« » ^^ 
<*f our fellowHsrcatUrerforThf h '^* ''"'^"ous entnq)ping 
them into slavery which h. '""''^^ °''"S^« ^«"i»« 

an plication. iv!^^'*'".r' i**""^ knowledge:-^ 
P«rZe m^rLZ^r^uu ""^ '°'°"y "^ '««Pectable ap. 
Ed to hiX a^rtll t™"^ ^fr'"» ^Wldren appret 
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pe^d, and no satisfactory account given of them. It is found 
that they have generally been purchased from their masters 
by the ]V]andingoes for about JC5, and.by them again sold to 
regular slave agents, who are engaged to collect cargoes for 
vessels lying in the rivers, adjacent to the Peninsula. 

The manumitted slaves frequently visit Freetown in. search 
of employment,^ when the^emisdaries of these traders in hu- 
man flesh take care'to throw themselves In the way of these 
unsuspeeting people, and tell them that they wi|l endeavour 
to obtain employment for them. Under this promhse, they in- 
veigle them down to Pirate's Bay, or Cockle Bay, — to the 
westward ot the town, — where the slave dealers have canoes 
in readiness, on board of which they are placed, carried over 
to the Bullom shore, and thence to the nearest river for em- 
barkation. Children have been entrapped even during the 
day at Freetown, and taken to houses, whefe they have been 
kept prisoners for some, time, but being well treated, have at 
length been induced to accompany their jailor across the river, 
when they were immeidiately sold. At present there are not 
more than se venteen or eighteen thousand liberated Africans 
in the colcny, although the chief justice at the last sessions 
stated, in his charge to the grand jury, that thete had been 
twenty-two thousand of these people imported during the last 
ten years. This decrease, he said, did not arise from any dis- 
proportion in the number of birtiis to that of deaths; the pro- 
portion of the former being in 1829 as seven to one of the lat- 
ter. Judging from this ratio, and allowing for casualties, 
there ought to have been an increase of t)ne half upon the 
whole. This falling off can therefore be attributed to nothing 
^Ise, mortifying as the fact must be, but to the cupidity of 
those infamous wretches in the colony, who have so long with 
impunity trafficked in the blood of their fellow-creatures. 

After the many millions sterling which this colony haScost 
the mother country, established by her with the sole view of 
receiving, sheltering,, and protecting all unhappy Africans who 
might be released by her humane exertions from the horrors 
of slavery, it is truly humiliating to think how very unsuc 
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made fier escape from the ftctory, and rushed into one of the 
boats which had just landed, begging to be taken on boaid. 
No persuasion could induce the unhappy being to leave the 
boat, and humanity at length induced the officer to take her 
Qn board the brig, where she was treated kindly, and eventa- 
ally brought back to Sierra Leone. About the beginning (^ 
December, his Mtgesty's ship Favourite boarded a vessel un- 
der French colours full of slaves, several of whom spoke a 
little English, and were, no doubt, persons who had been lib- 
erated and Settled at that colony. 

The Conflict gun-brig brought to Sierra Leone, on tlie 17th 
December, a French schooner ^ith fitty-one slaves on boatd, 
two of whom claimed .the protection of the boarding officer, 
having been kidnapped from Regent's Town, one of the lib- 
erated African villages in this colony. The two slavey were 
landed here, and the vessel taken to the French authorities at 
Goree. 

An officer on board tjiis frigate, who has-been employed on 
the coast for several years, tells me that he, not long a^^ 
captured a slave vessel, in which there was an uufortunatejn- 
dividual who had been kidnapped from the colony three tixuea 
before, and liberated as often, owing to the different vessels in 
which^he was embarked having bee% unfortunately for him, 
captured by his Majesty's ships Brassen, Maid^ne, and Esk. 
Thus it appears that the practice of slave^tealing in the col- 
ony is of long standing, as it is upwards of five years since the 
first of those vessels left the station. The following are a few 
of the circumstances connected with this nefarious entrapping 
of our fellow-creatures for the base purpose of again seUiiig 
them into slavery, which have come to my knowledge :— By 
an application, any person in the colony of respectable ap- 
pearance may have several liberated African children apppen* 
ticed to him for a certain number of years on paying a trifling 
sum,— the price of ind6nture, which amounts to ten shillings, 
and stipulating to feed and clothe them during the period of 
their apprenticeship. These children have frequently diaap- 
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peered, and no satisfactory account given of them. It is found 
that they have generally been purchased from their masters 
by the IdandiDgoes for about JS5, and.by them again sold to 
regular slave agents, who are engaged to collect cargoes for 
vessels lying' in the rivers, adjacent to the Peninsula. 

The maDumitted slaves frequently visit Freetown in. search 
of employment^ when the^emisdaries of these traders in hu- 
man flesh take care"to throw themselves in the way of these 
ansu^peeting people, and tell them that they wi|l endeavour 
to obtain enoployment &r them. Under this promitse, they in- 
veigle them down to Pirate's Bay, or Cockle Bay, — to the 
westward <^ the town* — where the slave dealers have canoes 
in readiness, on board of which they are placed, carried over 
to the Bullom shore, and thence to the nearest river for em- 
barkation. Children have been entrapped even during the 
day at Freetown, and taken to houses, whe^ they have been 
kept prisoners for some time, but being well treated, have at 
length beQo induced to accompany their jailor across the river* 
when they we.re immediately sold^ At present there are not 
more than seventeen or eighteen thousand liberated Africans 
in the colcny, although the chief justice at the last sessions 
stated, in his charge to. the grand jury, that there had been 
twenty-two thousand of these people imported during the last 
ten yeara This decrease, he said, did not arise from any dis- 
l^K^rtion in the number of births to that of deaths; the pro- 
por^on of the former being in 1829 as seven to one of the lat-, 
ter. Judging from this ratio, and allowing for casualties, 
there ought to have been an increase of one half upon the 
whole. This falling off can therefore be attributed to nothing 
^Ise, mortifying as tbe fact must be, but to the cupidity of 
those infamous wretches in the colony, who have so long with 
impunity trafficked in the blood of their fellow-creatures. 

After the many millions sterling which this colony has^eost 
the mother country, established by her with the sole view of 
receiving, sheltering,, and prot^ting all unhappy Africans who 
might be released by her humane exertions from the horrors 
of slavery, it is truly humiliating to think how very unsuc 
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the new isomers, tiiey are generally willing to a!P^rd them 
both shelter and a^istance. Sometimes they are dispersed 
among the different villages, instead of being located in one 
spot. During the first six months after their arrival in the 
colony, they are fed ancT clothed by government, each re- 
ceiving for this purpose twopence per diem> which is foand 
quite adequate to their wants; and after having completed 
the erection of their huts, which it takes but a^short tione to 
^ accomplish, they are employed at any public works that may 
be going forward, being permitted, during part of the six 
months, to cultivate the piece of ground allotted to them; the 
assistant superintendent of liberated Africai^s, before leaving 
them entirely to thefr own guidance, supplying them, from 
an extensive dej)ot or store kept for that purpose, situated in 
close projqmity to the slave yard, with articles of dress and 
cooking utensils, together with a quantity of esculent seeds 
and plants^ such as Indian corn and cassada, to rear for their 
future support. They are all much gratified on receiving 
these necessaries, considering themselves enriched? ' 

The articles at present supplied to each male emancipated 
slave on his location >cost about £1, 10s. which, together with 
his six months- allowance of twopence a-day, make the whole 
of the mere personal expense of each maleitdultto his Ma- 
jesty's government amount fo about £S. The daily allow- 
ance is, of course, extended in the cases of per^ns who from 
age or infirmity are incapable of supporting themselves. Fe- 
males receive twopence a-day for three months only, and as 
many of the children as possible above a certain age, on con- 
demnation of the ^vessel, are apprenticed out, as has been all 
j*eady stated, to persons of respectable appearance in the colo- 
ny. With the exception of those negroes recently arrived, 
who from the excessive crowding, and the bad quality and scan- 
tiness of the food.and water, are almost always filthy, emaci- 
ated, and covered with disease^ the manumitted slaves appear 
in general to be clean in their persons, sleek and well fed, 
and very well satisfied with their condition. After a short 
stay in the colony, the industrious are occasionally permitted 
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to cultivate patches of waste laad in the country besides 
their own allotted piece of ground, with the understanding 
that their occupation of the former shall be temporary. By 
selling the produce of this they are enabled to obtain many 
of the comforts and a few of the luxuries enjoyed by their 
European neighbours. Some idea may be formed of the ad- 
tucil condition of these people from a short description of Mur- 
ray Town, a village two or three miles west of Freetown, 
erected in April, 1829, and peopled with three hundred and 
twenty-six Africans just imported, placed here under the man- 
agement of a discharged blistck soldier of the Royal African 
Corps. It comprises four wide streets — the huts ranged on 
each side, and separated from each other by pieces of cultivated 
ground. Each hut is formed in the following manner :«- 
Poles about ten or twelve feet along are stuck deep in the 
ground, about a ibot and a half apart, in the form of a square 
of twelve or fourteen feet, leaving vacant spaces for one or 
two windowa and two doors of common size ; one in front, 
and the other behind. Round these poles, to the height of six 
feet, dried twigs are wattled so as perfectly to resemble a 
coarse basket The outside of this is plastered over with red 
clay, and the roof made quadrilateral, peaked, and thatched 
with long ryefrass. The floor is the bare ground unpaved 
and unbearded, and in most of them a clay wall is run up so 
as to form two apartments, and thus the house is finished. 
The situation of the windows is, in many of them, neither 
supplied with glass or shutters : the weather is so hot they 
want neither. I have always made it a practice to enter these 
humble dwellings and converse with the inhabitants,^ who are 
very thankful for any attention shown to them by a white 
person. They seem to like very much to be taken notice of, 
and spoken to. " How do you do to-day, Maame 1 " is always 
answered with a ** tankee, Daade," accompanied with a half 
curtsy and many smiles- of satisfaction, ^I observed during 
these visits, that the furniture of the houses in this town in 
general cpnsisted of a cane or bamboo sofa or bed place, with 
cane mats or round clumps of wood to sit on in room of chairs ; 

- P 
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a fdw plates, bowls, calabashes, wooden spocHos and several 
east-iron pots and kettles^ In some of tbe houses there were 
even small mirrors to be seen, and several articles c^ finery 
and dress hung upi In most of them there was a bin of cocoas, 
besides numerous heads of Indian corn strung together, and 
hung up to dry, baskets of cassada, which several erf the in- 
habitants were cleaning ^d pounding into tapioca, and cak* 
vances, all ready for market The hutff have no chimney, and 
the burning log is placed in the middle of th^ floor, and tbe 
smc^e allowed to find its escape where it may. In the vicinity 
of this little village the ground is thoroughly clearbdand well 
cultivated. Let it not be forgotten that these people have been 
established barely two years. Those who have been longer 
in the cplony are in proportion better provided with necessa- 
ries and com&rts. 

A great many of the liberated Africans are employed as la- 
bourers in the wood trade of the river, receiving five dollars 
a-month as wagea Many more have been taught to employ 
themselves as artisans, and several are engaged daily as a- 
bourers in Freetown, and in the different villages of the Peniu- 
sula. From all that I have observed, there appears to be no 
lack of industry amoug those who have bee^^some time in 
the colony, and little can be expected for a considerable pe- 
riod from men just escaped to light and liberty, from the dread- 
ful privations of a slave hold. They are acute and active in 
bargaining, and they do not appear to be by any means defi- 
cient in intelligence.' It is unfair to take, as a criterion of 
the natural abilities of the liberated African, the apparent 
stupidity of those who have been imported at an advanced 
age. We all know how difficult it is, even among ourselves, 
to learn or Improve after a certain period ^of life, and to get 
rid of bad habits which have grown with us. How much more 
difficult must it be to do this, and also to acquire new notions 
and habits at an advanced period of life, where no ray of light 
had ever shone upon the mind, where the habits were savage, 
and where tbe only ideas which the individuals possessed did 
not extend farther than his actual wants and necessities! 
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It is amoBg the children of these people brou^t up in the 
cc^ny, that their mental capacity is to >be judged of; and the 
children in the Government schools at Freetown, as well as in 
those of the villages, appeared to me to be equal in intelli- 
gence and acquirements to European children of the same age. 
The liberated Africans have not certainly made that progress 
in civilization which might have been expected, when we 
consider the trouble that has been taken and the money that 
has been lavished for this purpose by the mother country ; but 
this is not attributable to any defect of natural ability among 
them^ but to a variety of contingent circumstances, among 
which not the least obvious is the continued inoportatioD of 
Uieir countrymen into'tfae colony, whose boqrbarous habits they 
have, in some measure, been weaned from, but to which from 
early association, they will naturally be prone to vecur on ob- 
serving them practised by the new comers, fer whom, as 
countrymen, they must feel a strong attachment, and with 
whom, speaking the same language, and having recently left 
their own parental land and much regretted homes, they must 
feel the strongest inclination .to associate. Another cause of 
their tardy improvement may have been the frequent change, 
by death or otherwise, of ggvernors and superintendents, and 
the adoption (^ different methods of management, or perhaps 
mismanagement, consequent upon these changes. Persons 
unacquainted with the interests of any settlement, and who 
have no local experience of the country and its inhabitants, 
must be evidenUy unfit to direct and command there. The 
practice of sending such persmis from England for this pur- 
pose has not -certainly tended to promote the interests of the 
colony, or the amelioration of its facitious iohabitanta The 
want of capital and encouragement to cultivate articles of 
trop^l.produce, such as coffee, cotton, &c., which would find 
a market out of the colony, probably also tends to throw a 
s damp on their industry. For of what use would it be to 
r^rmore cocoas, yams, and cassava than they can make use 
of themselves and dispose of in the colony, when, as these 
we articles which cannot be exported, they must rot on their 
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hands. Besides these causes of &e tardy progress of-ciTiliza- 
tion, it does really seem to me that tbesuperintetidence of the 
manamitted slaves is not sufficiently close and strict. A most 
zealous and attentive supervision of those recently imp<vted 
must be of the first consequence, so as to humanize and re- 
claim them &om their barbarous habits, — to prevent them 
from relapsing into their primitive state of brutishness— to 
obviate their heing kidnapped from the colony, in fact to exor- 
cise a salutary degree of restraint over them — to instrnct 
them, and to assist, overlook, and protect them m all their ac- 
tions, an(^ in their operations of labour and industry.. I know 
that all this is said to be already effected, that there are super- 
intendents, managers, and schoolmasters in every village for 
the above purposes; but it appears to me that they^ are some- 
what too remiss in their duty, and «qmewJiat too heedless and 
insensible of the humane object for which they are appointed; 
else no individual could be kidnapped without the occur- 
rence being speedily known, — no individ^ual, however wild 
and irreclaimable, could return to his primitive savage habits, 
and establish himself in "the bush," without jconsiderable ex- 
ertion being made to bring him back. That many have thus 
been suffered to resume their original barbarism is evident, 
were there no other proof of the fact, than the numerous noc- 
turnal glimmering fires in the woods, as well as the scattered 
y sheds or wigwams to be seen in various directions among the 
underwood and jungle throughout the peninsula, large enough 
to contain only two or three persons silting upright No one 
would willingly apply any personal censure in this case, be- 
cause the duties ot every individual connected with the libe- 
rated African department must be, if properly performed, 
equally arduous, laborious, and unpleasant. But, then, every one 
connected with it is well paid ; and surely a little more paternal 
control than has been hitherto exercised, besides the common 
routine of duty, for the sake of humanity, is a great desidera- 
tum. 

Two things are worthy of remark among these poor Afri- 
cans : great external respect is paid to the Sabbath. The 
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blacks on that day are dean and neatly dressed, the religions 
meetinge are well attended, and the busy damoor of the week 
Is bodied into a solemn stillness, more impressive even than 
the calm serenity which pervades every thing on that hallow- 
ed day in oor own free and happy land. No doubt the mis- 
sioiiaFies deserve the credit of Uiis. The other fact is, that, 
althoiigh spirits are remarkably cheap in the colony, I have 
never seen, in all my ezcnrsions among them, a single libe* 
rated African in a state of intoxication. I wish I could say 
as much for their dvflized brethren. 



P^ 
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CHAPTER III. 

In 80' small a community as that of Sierra heotie, where 
diseajse is so frequent a visitor, and death a sort of elbow com- 
panion — where mutual assistance and mutual friendship oaghx 
to be so invaluable, and where there is so little to be desired 
beyond the quiet circle of an intellectual and agreeable socie- 
ty, one would expect to find the most perfect, hariaooy sub- 
sisting among its European members; but, instead i^ this, the 
colony is agitated by perpetual broils, and- the most violent 
party spirit, caused, it is 6aid» by the treacherous calumnies 
and malignant insinuations of some restless, hot-4ieaded, and 
evil-disposed individuals, who, to serve their own private ends, 
manage to set their brother colonists by the ears, whila they 
cautiously and cunningly avoid any personal collisk>n them- 
selves. To-day, one person accuses another . of perjury— to- 
morrow,* two others fight a bloodless duel — eoon afterwards 
two more quarrel, and one of them posts 4;he other, connecting 
liis name with the most opprobious Epithets — and a little later, 
two more horsewhip and pummel each other most unmereifo^ 
ly in the street,^and this, too, among men, all of whom 
either hold responsible oMcial situations, or fill most respecta- 
ble stations in the colony ! And it is a common saying, that, 
if two- dogs worry each other in the street, each is sure to 
have his party in the crowd collected round them. Where 
there is no cordial union among the members of any Govern* 
ment, its afiTairs must be imperfectly conducted,^— the commu- 
nity will despise it, and look with a jealous eye on all its pro- 
ceedings ; and, therefore, these squabbles, although but ** tem- 
pests in a teacup," do not raise the Europeans any higher in 
the estimation of the blacks, many of whom— the Maroons in 
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particular^are equal to the duties of the ataationswhich the 
fi>riner hold, abd are capable of performing them with at least 
equal credit Lieutenant-Colonel Finlay, of the Royal Afri- 
can Corps, is the present Lieutenant-Governor and command- 
iD^ officer ot the garrison, which consists of about eighty sol- 
diers only, belonging to the African Corps, and First and Se- 
cond West India Regiments. The Governor is a man of the 
best disposition, and deeply deplores the misunderstandings 
which so oflen take place among those living under his pro- 
tection ; bqt it requires more than good intentions, — it requires 
decision and severe measures to regulate the afiairs of the 
colony and put an end to the perpetual bickerings and malver- 
sations of the Europeans, and the malpractices of the black 
slave dealers which distract the colony and bring discredit 
upon eviery one connected with it The Colonel was elevated 
to his present situation about a year ago, having been formerly 
Governor of Bathurst Town, in the Gambia, where he gave 
general satisfaction. He has the merit of having raised him- 
self from a very inferior station to the rank which he now 
holds in the army, though, like several others who enjoy im- 
portant appointments in the colony, he holds his present high 
office chiefly by means of a qualification which few indeed are 
blessed with,-r-viz. a peculiarity of constitution which enables 
hfiii to live in its deleterious atmosphere. He has been eight 
or ten years in the colony, and its dependencies, and has out- 
lived Heaven knows how many governors. Death, in fact, 
* has been the best friend of most of the persons at present in 
office in the colony; for could men better qualified live 
there, they would not l)e permitted to retain their situations 
long. 

The Maroons, it is said^ are not very well ^if^ted to the 
Government, because they are not permitted to hold situations 
to which they conceive themselves entitled, and for the duties 
of which they are quite as well qualified as the Europeans.— 
I have heard it also affirmed,--although I have reason to 
tiihik there is little truth in the statement, — ^that the liberated 
ikves tre rather discontented; but were this even the case, 
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little danger need be apprehended from their faoetility, as tlie 
latent animoeity which submsta among the dif^rent tribes, as 
well as the difference of language* must, for an ind^nilely 
long period, prevent any co-operative union among them. 

It is understood, that there is a colonial militia corps about 
to be formed. The officers were appomted some time ago; 
and an order has been issued for the enrolment of men as soon 
as possible. 

The nice distinction of castes is not observed here as in the 
West Indies, — nor is there much discrimination made between 
the lights and shades of moral character in the medley Socie- 
ty of Freetown. The Europeans do not consider it pollution 
to associate with people of every dye — from the fairest to the 
blackest— carrying their peculiar taste in this respect e^eo 
farther than perhaps is altogether warranted by the practices 
of society anywhere. This is particularly observable at their 
large dinner parties, where the bottle circulates with uncom- 
mon rapidity and effect, in defiance of the minor considerations 
of health, comfort, and character. Before the cloth is remov- 
ed, it is no uncommon thing to find a few of the party ^Iflooreij" 
The odd assemblage, sometimes met together on these occa- 
sions, is characterized by an extraordinary mania for toasts 
and speechifying, during which the King's good English is 
often murdered most cruelly. At a meeting of this sort, got 
up by one of the merchants in honor of the Commodore, this 
singular admixture of shades, of colour, and degrees of rank, 
was exemplified in a manner peculiarly ludicrous. The Com- 
modore wBfi much amused on finding that he sat down at table 
opposite the black pilot who last brought his ship into port, — 
the Chief Justice sat ^'cheek by jowl" with a person whom he 
had tried for slave<lealing only a week before,^-fuid the Go- 
vernor had to nod acquaintance with at least halfa-dosen. of 
the black tag-rag and bobtail of the cdony ! ^'Motley's the only 
wear •" as Jiiqnes says. One of the party, after a short and 
pithy prefiice in the same style, proposed the following toas^ 
which I give verbatim i^^^^The most u$efuUe$t men m m tik 



TO THE WESTERN COAST OF AVBICA. 69 

the eohny^ — I means the doctors /" And at another of these 
meetings, one of my friends, \irhose stomach is none of the 
most capacious, was upbraided by the gentleman who sat be- 
side him-^a man high in office, too— as not beinga'/a Aea^cr/" 

At their balls, also, the society is, if possible, still less select. 
They are the "dignity" exhibitions of the West, which the 
few respectable females of the colony deprecate and avoid, 
and to which every sable goddess in the vicinity is necessarily 
pressed attendance. Ye gods! what would the delicate Medi- 
cian nymph, of pure red and white, say— the tender fair who 
sips Nature's distillation alone, and would shudder at the bare 
mention of the word "malt" — were she told — but I could not 
tel] her — ^that an African beauty on these occasions, will drink 
five or six bottles of ale in the course of any evening ? — that, 
at the supper table, if you ask her what part of a fowl you 
shall have the pleasure of sending^ her, she will perhaps tell 
you, "a leg and a wing, and de Imbhy part,*^ — meaning the 
Iveftst, and that, if, for the sake, of the joke, you accompany 
it with the parson's nose, you will overturn her equanimity, 
&nd perhaps have the whole thrown at your head, or, at 
least, a volley of reproaches, together with several very equi* 
voQai allusions to your indelicacy. 

17th February, 1831. The Harmattan wind, is rather pre- 
sent at this season. We have experienced its eflfects pretty 
frequently during the last twp months. It usually blows 
strong— directly off the land— about east or east-north-east, 
uid seldom continues longer than three or four days. During 
its c(mtinuancej there is a dense white haze constantly rest- 

• 

log on the horizon; the thermometer falls three or four de- 
grees, from eighty-two usually to seventy-eight It produces 
on the throat and organs of respiration a suffocating and parch- 
ing effect, similar to the diluted fumes of burning charcoal, 
although it feels at the same time cold as it rushes down the 
ftir passages. The eyes feel hot and smarting, owing, it is 
^id, to a quantity of impalpable dust, floating in the air, 
borne along from the at^d deserts, over which it passes. The 
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air, at all other times charged with moisture, becomes per- 
fectly dry — vegetation is checked, and the yoUng shoots Sni- 
vel and decay. Old residents are liable to ague, arising pe^ 
haps from the sudden and continued evaporation which it cau- 
ses from the surface, and the consequent sudden obstruction 
of their capillary pores, which have been already debilitated 
by long continued action. People recently arrived seem to 
suffer less from its effects than those 'who have-resided long in 
the country. The former feel relieved from the oppressive 
heat during its ccoitinuance; the latter dread its approach, which 
tiieir feelings announce long before it isperceptible to the senses 
of the unassimiiated. It has been said, that diseases abate, that 
convalescence is rapid, and that ulcers speedily heal under its 
influence. It may be so; but we have not obs^ved any of 
these good efiects. After a shower — of which we have faaid a 
few lately — the smell from the shore is peculiarly potent and 
disagreeable. The same unpleasant odour is occasionally 
perceptible, without rain, in theevening, when the wind blows 
off the land. I know of nothing which this odour so mddi 
resembles as the noisome smell of gre^n lint, after it has been 
macerated for, some time in water, with which roost people 
are sufficiently conversant who dwell in a part of the comH 
try where that plant is cultivated. This, perhaps, proceeds 
from the damp and decaying vegetation. The hills around 
Freetown are, at present, almost continually in a blaze^ The 
Sierra Leonesetake this method of clearing the country of the 
superabnndant vegetation previous to the approaching rains. 

Several masters and others belonging to merchant vessels 
have died here lately of fever; and boats are arriving weekly 
fiom vessels, embarking wood in the river Mellacoree, laden 
with the dead and dying,— victims of mortality; The morta^ 
lity among the seamen employed in this river has been at all 
times so greats that it is vulgarly believed the natives poison 

the water. - 

' - ■ ■ . ^ 

IQth February. His Majesty's brig Plumper arrived to-day 
from the river Nunez, where shehadb^n despatched in 
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search of a slave vessel, reported to be lying there under 
Spanish colours. The vessel was found; but she hoisted 
French colours, and, of course, could not be touched. Seve- 
ral hundred slaves, ready for embarkation, were lodged in a 
ftictory, near the spot where she lay, waiting the arrival of a 
few more, to complete the number she was able to cram into 
her hold. 

3d March. A schooner, under Spanish colours, called the 
Primeria, arrived here to-day, with three hundred and eleven 
slaves on board; detained by the Black Joke, tender to this 
ship, on the 22d ultimo, off Cape Mount, bound from the river 
Grallinas to the Havanna. From the accounts brought by the 
captors, there is a great number of vessels between this and 
Cape Palmos waiting to take in slaves. The tender, on first 
seeing the Primeira, fired several blank cartridges to bring 
her to, but paying no attention to this mild injunction, shot 
was had recourse to, one of which took efi^ect, killing two of 
the slaves and the cook of the vessel, and wounding twoslaves 
the mate, and four of the crew. The slaves consist ot one 
hundred and eleven men, forty-five woihen, ninety-eight boys, 
fifty-three girls, and fopr infants at the breast, one of whom 
was bom since the period of capture, whose mother, unhappy 
creature, sickly and emaciated, was-eueklingit on deck, with 
hardly a rag to cover either herself or her ofispring. 

The small space in which these unfortunate beings are hud- 
dled together is almost incredible. The schooner is only one 
hundred and thirty tons burden, and the slave deck only two 
feet two inches high, so that they can hardly even sit upright. 
The afler part of the deck is occupied by the women and chil- 
dren^ separated by a wooden partition from the other slaves. 
The horrors of this infernal apartment — the want of air-rthe 
sufibcating heat — the filth — the stench — ^may be easily ima- 
gined; although it IS remarked that this ship is one of the 
cleanest that ever was brought to the colony. The men were 
bound together in twos^ by irons rivetted round the anclea-^ 
On their arrival these chains w6re removed, and they appear 
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ed much gratified. Tho countenaDces of all seemed light 
up with satisfaction at the prospect of bein^ put on shore, 
wards which they oflcn turned to gaze» with an expresBion 
wonder and impatience. I went on board to visit the worn 
ed. About one half of the boy« were circumcised. I^i 
not ascertain that they belonged to a separate tribe, althou| 
their general appearance seemed to me slightly different 
the rest Slave vessels, in ' the rivers adjacent to Sit 
Lecme, receive considerable assistance in the pursuit of the 
illicit traffic from some of the merchants of this colony, in 
shape of articlea of trade and provisions; which trifling cii^ 
cumstance, as its pays well, and is no direct engagement in the 
slave trade, these pence and farthing individuals may, pe^ 
haps, very well reconcile to their consciences. We learn that 
the^Primeira was supplied with bread from a vessel belonging 
to a merchant of Freetown. 

4th March. The slaves.are all landed from the Primeira to- 
day, and placed in the slave yard; A large canoe was em- 
ployed for this purpose, which, after several trips, brought the 
whole on shore in the course of two hours, taking in from fifty 
to eighty at ji time, the men first, then the women, and lastly 
the children. I'hese were singing on board the schooner, in 
anticipation of the boat's return, and continued their song all 
the way on shore, laughing and clapping their hands. Bat 
the men and women, after they reached the yard, when the 
momentary gratification of setting foot on land once more had 
passed away, looked sullen and dissatisfied, but not dejected. 
It struck me that on landing they expected to be allowed to go 
wherever they pleased, and were consequently disappointed 
and angry when they found themselves still under control. 
It was impossible to gather from their looks whether any of 
them were keenly alive to the miseries of 4he situation from 
trom which they had just been released, or whether they were 
capable of appreciating the advantages of emancipation. I 
may mention, as an instance of their extreme mental debase- 
mont, that th^ women who were nursing usually had both 
breasts occupied, the one With their own offiqpring, the other 
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Hickliof ooe of. the oomeroos abominable filthy moakeys on 
loard the schooner. Amon^ the whde there was scarcely 
ufficient covering for the nakedness of half a dozen persona 
3at all of- them, particularly the bojFs and girls, on meeting 
he num^ous persons who had, like myself gone to witness 
beir landing, evinced by their Actions a natural and oni^fibeted 
ense of modesty. 

20th March. A French sloop, called the Virginie, of fifty 
ons, and ninety-two slaves on ]^r3, was brought in here to 
ay, under the fbllowmg very extraordinary circumstances: 
This vessel was fitted out at Nantz about a year ago, and 
awards the end of last month she sailed fVom the Plantain 
siands, situated between fifty and sixty miles to the south- 
ward of this river, ^ith her cargoe of slaves, supplied by a 
lack resident, named Corker, among whom were several 
egroes who bad been liberated at this colony. When she 
ailed, her crewxonsisted of eight persons, but besides these 
he had eleven prssehgers, — the master and ten of the corn- 
any of a French vessel, stranded, on the coast Her desti 
lation was Guadaloupe ; and while making the best of her way 
3 that port, about eight days ago, the slaves rose, took posses- 
ion of the vessel, imd killed the captain and crew, with the 
xception of the cabin boy, who was dreadfully wounded in 
he scuffle. The passengers, escaped, after some severe 
k'ounds, up the rigging, where they remained some time un- 
er great apprehension, but at length ventured down, on be- 
Qg assured by the slaves, who were now intoxicated with joy 
t the success of their exploit, that, if if they would promise 
Q take the vessel into Sierra Leone, no harm should be done 
bem. When they came down, however, they were stripped, 
ut in irons below, treated with great severity, and compelled 
Iternately tb steer the vessel, with many threats that, if they 
hould not see land by a certain day, the whole should be 
aassacred. Fortunately for them, they made the land on the 
ay named. The captain, by his cruel and inhuman conduct 
-flogging some the slaves daily, and striking them on all 6c- 

aaions with whatever weapon was near him — ^was the cause 

G 
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of the hostile attack, the duceess of which was owiDg to the 
women, who, from the incommodioiis ^e of the vessel, had 
been plaeed inthe apartment containing the arms, which they 
managed to convey uuperceived to the men, who rushed upon 
deck well prepared, and soon overwhekneci their weak and 
unprincipled opponents ; but not without one or two of their 
own number, killed, and several very severely wounded, 
which served to exasperate them still nq^re. Those of the 
French crew who were not killed in the rencontre, were de- 
liberately and exultingly massacred*, with .all the horrible 
barbarity of which savage's, smarting under recent injuries, 
are capable* and were afterwards thrown overboard. When 
the vessel appeared off this port, our boarding officer was con- 
fidently and joyfully received by the slaves as a deliverer. 
One of those who had been formerly liberated at Sierra 
Leone, and who spoke a little broken English, explained the 
occurrence, and stated that he had been recaptured ^hile 
carrying some rice in his canoe to the Sherboro for sale, and 
the remaining Frenchmen confirmed his account The slaves 
on their arrival exhibited a most ludicrous and grotesque ap- 
pearance. They were all armed with something or other. 
One was standing sentkiel oi^er the man at the helmi with a 
drawn sword; his only article of dress a hat, the crown of 
^ which he had knocked out, and placed on his head, with the 
rim uppermost* Every part of the vessel had been ransacked 
for articles to dress ttnd adorn their persons. Some of them 
were decked with fancy striped -shirts, and two or three waists 
coats, without inexpressibles, with a sword buckled round the 
middle. S ime had on dress coats, without any covering either 
for their heads or their ** hinder ends;" and others had o^Iy a 
waistcoat, with two or three silver watches dangling round 
their necks. Their prisoners, in irons below, filthy, pitiful 
looting objects, were in their shirts only, dabbled with blood, 
as were the sails afid deck of the vessel. Even after she had 
anchored, the Frenchmen, did^ not consider themselves safe 
until and English officer and a party of men were sent oo 
board to take cha^'rge of her. As soon as she was reported to 
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the Grovemor, measures were immediately taken to have the 
elavee landed in the morning. 

24th March. We sailed early this morning With two of 
our tenders, the Fair Rosamond and the Black Joke, to run 
down the coast for Prince's Island and Fernando Po. Having 
now left the colony for an indefinite period, I shall conclude the 
foregoing account with a few general observations. As a 
proof, if any proof be necessary, that the climate of Sierra 
Leone is at all times pregnant with danger to European con- 
stitutions, I shall only instance 6ome occurrences of the last 
four months, which are always considered to be the healthiest 
of the year. ^ During these months, the oldest residents affirm, 
that the climate has been more congenial than they ever re- 
member it to have been at any former period, and yet we have 
had on board a number of cases of fever of an ephemeral na- 
ture, together with several pretty severe cases of remittent 
fever. One or two people have died on shore of the latter 
disease, and the masters and crews of merchant vessels in the 
river have suffered very considerably from it. I have heard 
it said by persons in the colony, but cannot vouch for the cor* 
rectness of the statement, that the concentrated form, of the 
endemial fever, and consequent mortality at Freetown, has 
for many years assumed a periodical return — that the years 
1823-^29 have been more sickly and faUj than the inter- 
mediate years. A remark has been made, somewhat similar 
to this, by Dalzeil, in his Bistory of Dahomey, p/143, pub- 
lished in 1793. He says, "Besides the annual unhealthy 
period, there seems to be a collection of pestiferous va- 
pours which remains imprisoned far a longer period, and 
does not emerge above the surfkce oftener than once in 
five, six, or seven years." But setting the climate of the 
colony entirely aside, it appears to me that Freetown, bounded 
on tbe south by a mountainous region, magnificently pictur- 
esque, beyond which extends a rich and fertile country, and 
situated on the sloping bank of a noble river, with good an- 
chorage, and ingress and egress at all times, is admirably 
adapted for a compnercial Station. As an agricultural colony 
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the P^niusuk itself cap never become of any importance. It 
is of too trifling extent, rocky, and mountainous^ and the soil 
in general poor, and easily exhausted. Aware of this, many 
of the liberated slaves cultivate only onehalf of their allotted 
portion of land, leaving the other in fallow until the ensuing 
year. As an acquaintance with the interior of Africa, itsxa- 
pabilities, enlightenment, and hidden sources, of wealth, must 
at all times be a grand object, as well with the merchant as 
the philanthropist, it must unquestionably be desirable to re- 
tain Sierra Leone as a commercials station; for commercial 
intercourse has always had the efiect of extending local 
knowledge, and producing'civilization: even those parts of 
the coast where the traffic in slaves abounds are higly civili- 
zed, according to what is commonly undertood by civilization, 
compared with others, which have little communication with 
Europeans. But as the climate is so destructive, the defence 
of the colony might be safely intrusted to the hands of those 
European merchants who choose to risk their lives in the pur- 
suit of wealth, together with the Maroons and Nova Scotians, 
who would be sufficient of themselves, to protect it from any 
hostile attack which the natives might make upon it, without 
any military force, beyond the body of militia at present or- 
ganizing, ai^ a police establishment. The probability of such 
an attack, I believe, has never entered into anyone's head, as 
the most friendly relations have always been kept up with 
the Chiefs in the vicinity^ who have not for many years ex- 
hibited any hostile intentions. Were the liberated 'Africans, 
however, left entirely to themselves, without superintendence 
or control, there is little doubt, while the slave trade con- 
tinues, that from the dissensions Which must arise among the 
various tribes, the whole would be recaptured and sold into 
slavery in the course of a very short time. As they have 
been released from bondage by our exertions, and, placed here 
under our sacred protection, we are bound to foster and de- 
fend them by all the ties of honour and humanity. Whatever 
alterations may be effected in the government of the col(»y — 
and I believe important changes are in contemplation — some 
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public establishment must, therefore, etill be necessary, were 
it only for the last purpose: but as the climate is at all times 
so injurious to Europeans, and as the blacks are the only per- 
manent residents, and are, many c^ them, particularly the 
Maroons and Nova Scotians, quite capable of filling situations 
of trust, it would seem to be advisable, even were the colony 
to remain on its present footing, to remove by degress as many 
Europeans as possible fVom their present official appointments, 
substituting the blacks jn their room. When they find that 
they are considered eligible to hold these situations, their de- 
sire^to obtain them will be great, and their anxiety to qualify 
themselves and their children for that purpose will be in pro- 
portion; and i have no doubt that ultimately there would 
not be any absolute necessity for a single European in the 
colony. 

27th March. We are off' Cape Mount this morning, bend- 
ing our course to the southward. So numerous and immense 
are the shoals of fish on this part of the coast, particularly in 
calm weather, that the sea for many miles round appears in a 
complete state of tumult Unrufiied by a breath, its still 
surface bursts forth suddenly in different directions as if it 
were alive. Frothing and agitated, the circumscribed splash- 
ing of each separate riotous shoal of bonita, fry, and sharks 
intermingled, resembles the beating surf on so many sunken 
rocks, and has, no doubt, oflen been mistaken for such in the 
many " doubtful dangers" with which our charts are so vari- 
ously studded, to the great terror of all sea-going old women. 
Thousands and tens of thousands of these finny tenants of 
the deep are leaping and gamboling alternately in the air and 
in the water, in the most suprising manner; feeding, to all ap- 
pearance, on each other, — the hungry bonita gobbling up the 
unoffending and defenceless fry, and the ravenous sharks de- 
vouring both. One of these voracious animals is seen in the 
centre of each shoal of small fish, and seems to help himself 
as they swim rapidly round him in an anxious and alarmed 
manner, giving the broken and agitated surface a gyratory 

appearance. But even more abundant than these are the re* 

G* 
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mora, or suclcing fish, which adheres so tenaciouslj to what- 
ever it comes in contact with, hy m^ans of the singular a{^- 
ratus on the back of its head, that no little strength is required 
to drag it from its hold. These attack themselves to tho bot- 
toms of ships in such multitudes, that they are said sooietimeB 
very materially to retard their progress through the water. 
Whenever any thing is thrown overboard, they are seen to 
rush from the ship^s bottom in a body, and attack the sab- 
stance, if edible, and after devouring i^ return to their resting 
place. Several of these have4)een caught with a baited 
hook, me«\suring 'generally from twelve to eighteen inches. 
With the idea of thinning the sea of them, I suppose, and of 
course, increase the ship's velocity, a few diverting" skippers 
hdve been in the habit of compelling their crews to catch two 
daily, and to muster every morning with one in each hand,, or 
subject themselves to the severe displeasure of their sage 
commander. It is astonishing through what strange, minute, 
and undiscovered crannies the sagacity of some men, *' vested 
with a little brief authority," will sometiines ooze out. 

Slst March. A current has been setting us on so rapidly to 
the north-north-east, that we are surprised this afternoon by 
finding ourselves close ofi^ the river Cestos^ about forty-five 
miles out of our reckoning. The natives are making fires on 
the beach, the smoke from which is seen to rise in various di- 
rections as a signal for us to land, and ^^make trade^^ as they 
call it— the usual signal to inerchant v^ssels^ which they no 
doubt take us for. 

2d April. As we run to the southward the lightning; par- 
ticularly over the land, is nightly most vivid and unintermit- 
ting. We passed Cape Palmas yesterday, noted by Afirican 
adventurers for the violent tornadoes so oifleh met with Jn its 
vicinity. We had also to bear the brunt of one of these fn pass- 
ing; however, the wind was not very violent, but the lightning 
was most brilliant, dancing and flashing like so many lighted 
torches hurled through the dork and troubled sky. The^thcf' 
naometer rises aar we approiach the equator. Its lowest daily 
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nnge at present is eighty-three, highest eighty-five degrees^ 

12th. Tbe Island of St. Thomas is in sight to-day, hut at a 
great distance. We are in north latitude, within thirty-six 
miles of the equator, and in .five degrees thirty minutes east 
longitude. The rainy season has just commenced hera— 
Since the 5th we have had showers daily, kind such ungentle 
ones as penetrate to the skin io a very few minutes; and, ow- 
ing to the shrinking of the wood, and consequent opening of 
the seamsf make the ship thoroughly wet to the kelson. 

16th. The lower part of Prince's Island, towards which 
we are directing our course, was indistinctly seen this morn- 
ing through the drizzle that seemed to be falling all round it, 
the dense and dark clouds shrouding its summit in a wid^ im- 
penetrable pall of murky vapour. About midday a tornado 
came on, accompanied by heavy rain and thick weather, pre- 
venting us from reaching the roadstead this day. Prince's 
Island is celebrated among African cruizers for the bad wea- 
ther so commonly met with near it, it^ frequput and vexatious 
showers of rain and gusts of wind being quaintly termed by 
our seamen "Prince's Mixture," and of this we have be^ n 
compelled to take a few very hearty pinches, nolens volens, 
during the last twelve hoc^ra On the 17th, we approached 
the island rapidly, with fine weatlier and a clear sky. Its 
high and broken outline has a most singular appearance, and 
might, with very little stretch of imagilmtion, be thought to 
resemble a vast ivy-covered ruin. Nature must have been in 
one of her most fanciful humours when she formed a land so 
beautiful and romantic, covered, as it is, with one continued 
sombre impenetrable forest, from the bosom of which issue 
miniature mountains, perpendicular solitary rocks, and undu- 
lating hills, of singular and fantastic shape, defcked in the gay- 
est attire of vegetation. When at some distance from the 
lEland, one of the highest and most remarkable peaks in its 
<%ntre resembles in shape the horn of a rhinoceros; and in 
West Bay, which we reached about noon, the uncommon ap- 
pearance and formation of the hills is equally striking. The 
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whole of the vicinity of this Bay is covered wiA'a rich grove 
of majestic trees, tangled and matted together, with thicks 
leaved parasites, and creeping plants of the brightest green, 
dothing, like a thick garment, the body of the island, wbidi 
elevates itself suddenly to its bHiest height, f^m the verge 
of this capacious basin, but variegated in its ascent by the 
sportive agency Of Nature, which ha&thus thrust fbrth, from 
the thick forest on its sides, rocks and hills of various form — 
accuminated or dental«*round or capital — or lofty table lands, 
resembling artificial fortresses, whose precipitous grayish- 
white basaltic cliffs, partially ornamented with hanging patch- 
es of shrubs, are seen emerging from the green labyrinth, 
streaked with the- black soil and decayed brushwood, washed 
from their summits by the sweeping rams. A very pretty 
cascade is seen from the ancbofage, foaming and frothing 
down one of the loftiest of these jutting precipices; in fine 
feather, only a narrow white thread dividing the dark face 
of the cliff, but tumbling down in a broad and agitated sheet 
of foam during the inundating periodical torrents of these lf». 
titudes. Whoever has seen the wild and romantic scenery 
on the south side of the entrance of Rio de Janeiro, will un- 
derstand the character of that of Piince*s Island. The re-' 
semblance is striking; but the former is lar inferior in objects 
of natural beauty, to the diversified grandeur and wanton and 
luxuriant magnificence of this gem of the ocean* 

In West Bay there is nothing that deserves the name of a 
town, but merely a few scattered huts in various places, near- 
ly hid among the trees, the largest congeries of which has ob- 
tained the name of Forrara Village, from being situated on a 
plantation belonging taScteor Ferrara,.a Portuguese, possess- 
ing the largest property and greatest influence in the island. 
These huts are of the jnost wretched description, and inhabited 
by slaves, attached to the estates, or by bfack^, who are led to 
prefer the sea shore, because they are enabled to obtain a few 
of the luxuries of life, by supplying vessels which may touch 
here, with fruit, and other articles of fresh ptovisions. In 
Ferrara Village there is one stone building, the only one to be 



TO THB WESTERN COAST OF AFRICA. 81 

* 

seeiit and this is unfinished, bnt serves for the occasional res- 
ence of the owner of Replantation, and his lady, who, by 
the by, has a great partiality for the British navy, and the so- 
ciety of British ofl[ic^s, the numbei: of Portuguese on the is- 
land being very small,, and their society by no means desira- 
Ide. The good lady forsakes her other estates, and migrates 
to this sppt,.ott^ the arrival of any of our ships of war, bringing 
with her a whole train of attendants— 4nale and female slaves. 
Setting no bounds to her hospitality, she iises every endeavor 
to please and amuse us, and make the time pass agreeabTy, and 
has, in consec[uence of this, obtained the title of ** Queen'' of 
Prince^ Island. She is about thirty-five years of age, has 
ntber a pleasing countenance, but a clumsy figure and awk- 
ward gait : and although bom of Portuguese parents, has nev- 
er been out of th&island, and is consequently quite unsophisti- 
cated, m facti a complete child of Nature, if we except an 
uncommon penchant ibr dress and ornaments. She under- 
stands English pfretty well, but speaks it imperfectly, in the 
usual lingua franca style of the coast. Being thus untaught, 
much of her conduct. If measured according to our scale of fe- 
male decorund, might be set down to levity or vulgarity ; but 
in point of hospital ttjr, kindness to her slaves, and goodness of 
disposition, she is the very pink of. Portuguese. I think it ne- 
cessary to say thus much of a lady from whom every officer in 
his Majesty ^s ships, employed on this pestilent coast, has 
experienced more or less of disinterested civility, attention, 
and kicdness,-rinatters of no trifiing consideration where all 
aroundr-elimate, country, and Jnhabitants-r-are savage and 
inhospitable. 

The lower part of the hill skirting the Bay seems to be well 
cultivated. The soil here is alluvial, and very rich and pro- 
ductive.. Tlie coffee plantations on. the island are very exten- 
sive,- and the berry is much prized for its rich flavour. Al- 
most all the trophical fruits are to be had in great abundance. 
Hogs and poultry are very plentiful and cheap. Although 
there is no great variety of birds on the island, their phwnage 
is exceedingly splendid, particularly that of several varieties 
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of the king-fisher. A very intelligent species of FringtUja dis- 
coars^ sweet music in the woods, and the gray parrots, which 
are very numerous, keep up a constant chattering during the 
day ; bodies of them fiying over the ishipafrom the north to the 
south side of the Bay every evening about sunset, and return- 
ing again soon after' day-break. Numbers of these, togel^r 
with every article of fresh provisions which 4;he island produ- 
ces, are brought along side the^hips in canoes for sale or bar- 
ter. Old clothes are the fiivorite articles of exchange, money 
being of little or no value. The water is excellent and abun- 
dant, and is obtained from several beautiful and romantic bub- 
bling rivulets, which have there source in the dense and heavy 
clouds, attracted and detained by the numerous and tree-clad 
lofty mountain peaks. The negroes here have a singular 
method of catching a fish, rather smaller than a pilchard, and 
somewhat iresembling it, of which they are exceedingly fi)nd. 
The plan is something like that used in England, with the 
acrid seeds of i\iQ Cocctdus IndicuSf for the capture of fish, 
particularly by mischievous schoolboys. They build a low wall 
of loose 8tot\^s round a pool, just within low-water mark. 
This ia completely covered, of course, when the sea is full, 
which, as it recedes, leaves numbers of the fry detained in the 
trap. The pool, however, being pretty large, and the fish un- 
commonly nimble,/t is impossible to catch them with any de- 
gree of ease. Tlje negroes then take, a plant, which, in a 
slight degree, resembles the blue garden lupine, the leaves 
and stem of which they squeeze, pressing out the juice «nd 
stirring it in the water. This has a mawkish unpleasant 
smell, and produces a most extraordinary ej^ect upon the fish, al- 
though a very small portion of the plant is made use of. They 
at first rush from side to side of the pogl, apj^rently in the 
greatest alarm and excitement, and then suddenly become 
torpid, and are easily taken with the hand. 

The island is about ten ox twelve miles in length, five or 
six bro&d, and perhaps from three thousand to four thousand 
feet high. Although of such trifiing breadth, yet the passage 
across it, even on horse back, occupies two or three hours* 
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owing to the ruggednes^^ and various windings of the moan* 
tain road. Besides what has been mentioned, it produces ce« 
dar and iron wood in abundance. Bush cats, as they are call- 
ed, and monkies, lire very numerous, but by no means trouble- 
some; and only two species of snakes have% been observed on 
the island, the one green, the other black, both of which are 
small and harmless. The only article exported from the island 
is ca&se, almost all of which goes to Boston in America, and 
Bordeaux in France^; none whatever is received by Portugal, 
the mother country. St Antonio, a small town, situated on 
tbeeasternsideof the island, is considered its capital The 
vicinity of this town is marshy and very insalubrious; but in 
West Bay, if we may believe the reports of the natives, fever 
has never made its appearance-; and those who have contract* 
ed intermittents at St Antonio, speedily get rid of them on 
residing for a short time in this vicinity. But, of course, this 
boast of its immunity from fever must be received with cau- 
tion ; as a proof of it, the Black Joke tender, when fitting in this 
bay some time ago, had several men seized with fever, one of 
whom died* 

19th. Several of the squadrod, including the Atholl, Medi- 
na, and Sea Flower, tender to this ship, are lying here, recent- 
ly from Fernando Po, where they had been for a considerable 
period. The inaster of the Medina, and a boy, died to day 
of a fever, contracted there^ and her commander is labouring 
under the^ same disease^ The purser of the Atholl, and a 
seaman of the Sea Flower, are both seriously ill of the same 
pitiless scourge, caught at the same place. The latter was 
sept on board this ship tonday, under my care, and is evident- 
ly in a most precarious condition. This does not say much in 
favour of the salubrity of our new settlement at Fernando Pe. 

22d April. Yesterdcy I went round the north end of the 
island in a boi^t to Porto Antonio. We were five hours on the 
passage, starting from the ship at six a. m. and an iving at 
eleven. Skirtiug West Bay, we found the shore garnished 
with nomerons large rocks, consisting of isolated bundles of 
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basaltic pillars, some upright, others horizontal and oblique ; 
here^'eeembling an artificial inrall, there appearing abo?e the 
water irregularly rolled together, like the. ruined pillars and 
steps of an ancient temple, the broken ends of the smaller 
columns shewing like the remains of its tasselated pavement 
The island to the northward has a greater -appearance oi hill 
and dale, and is more extensively cultivated 4ban in die vici- 
nity of West Bay; Most of the beautiful valleys near the 
beach possess .some straggling huts,. the residence of fisher- 
men, whose canoes are seen hauled up on the sand, or pad* 
dling some miles oflT shore, manned with four or five hands, bu- 
sily engaged in their occupaticm The crews of these slen- 
der craft stand upright when they use the peddles, which are 
consequently of considerable length, The country along the 
sea coast on this part of the island is richly wooded through- 
out, neat-looking Quintas appearing through the trees in di& 
lerent directions. Porto Antonio is a very deep, narrow inl^, 
protected by batteries erected on the brows of three or four 
of the numerous verdant hills on each side, nlonnting a ^ery 
considerable number of guns, and fipparently in pretty good 
order. We were hailed from the principal of these in pass- 
ing, and desired to pull on shore, wbich we did, and receiv- 
ed a black soldier on board to guide us txrthe residence of the 
Governor. This august personage. Captain Joaquim of the 
Portuguese marine, happened to be at his country residence 
in ill health, and ^enor Ferrara, mentioned above, was c^- 
ciating in his absence. The house of this gentleman, and 
those of two or three other merchants, situated near the head 
of the bay, to the right, have rather au elegant and imposing 
appearance. A little beyond these, is the town of St Anto- 
nio, placed in the low swampy ground at the very head of the 
bay, in the worst situation which could have been chosen. It 
consists of rectangular, wet, unpaved,. grass-grown streets ; 
the housetf built of wood, covered with red tiles, with holes 
in the wall instead of windows, and surrounded by wooden 
balconies, in which the inhabitants have generally a gnm 
hammock placed, to loll in during the heat of the day. In 
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this wretched town there are no fewer than seven or eight 
churches,-a little superior, of course, to the other buildings, and 
distinguished from them hy a plentiful coating of White- wash. 
Only about four or five hundred inhabitants reside in the town — 
many of those who possess houses there, from its insalubrity, 
preferring a residence on their pi^eff of cultivated ground in 
the country, where they produce coffee, cotton, and other 
articles for exportation, and domestic use. Here was residing 
one of the many victims to Don Miguel's tyrannical policy,— a 
priest who had delivered a sermon at Oporto, in which he had 
made use of some slight invective against the government of 
the usurper, for which he was, with another of the same pro- 
fession, exiled for a period of ten years* His companion in 
misfortune was sent to the Island of St. Thomas, where the 
poisonous atmosphere, aided, no doubt, by his own mental 
distress, put a period to his existence a few weeks after his 
arrival. The host was paraded about the streets while we 
were here, and the padres, most of whom were blacks, with 
a string of black boys accompanying the procession, bellowed 
most lustily, with little external show oJT devotion, what, I 
suppose, was intended for a hymn of praise, while the inha- 
bitants in the houses, as they passed, knelt and crossed them- 
selves. The performers in the ceremony, however, had not 
even the decency to sham a little devotion, or effect to shew, 
by their demeanour, some respect for the solemn mummery 
in which they Were engaged. This, however, seems to be 
the common sin of Catholics, in countries much nearer to the 
shrine of St. Peter. Oftener than once I have seen a pretty 
Italian girl on her knees in church, with her hands clasped, 
buttering a prayer, and at the same time looking heedlessly 
round her, and smiling and glancing unutterable things from 
under her long dark eye-lashes, when she found that she had 
attracted the notice of a stranger, who. Heaven knows, had 
perhaps as little piety, but a much larger share of hypocrisy 
than herself. The ground about the town emits a strong and 
offensive smell ; and the atmosphere feels very hot, dtirap, and 
close. In passing the guard-house, the black sentry, witH 

H 
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nothing else save a ragged shirt on, and the belt of a car 
touch box buckled round his middle, presented arms to ns; 
and the officer (^ the guard came out with a -parrot in his 
hand, and asked ns it we wanted to buy ! 

There are about four bundred^ soldiers, includinjf militia 
and regulars, on the island ; about twenty European resi- 
dents, and half as many more mulatloes. The whole nnm- 
ber of its inhabitants, including the slaves on the estates of 
the Portuguese, who form the chief portion of the population, 
was stated to me to be. about five thousand. Of, these a very 
few are runaway slaves, who occupy principally the south 
part of it. There is at present lying at this place two schoon- 
ers under Spanish colours, whose occupation is doubtless the 
transportation of slaves from Africa. These vessels, Spanish 
as well as Portuguese, are io the frequent habit of conung 
here to refit and obtain refreshments, and perhaps merchan- 
dise with which to purchase their cargo of human beings. 
From the strong current against us, our return to the ship by 
the same way occupied eleven hours, although the distance 
does not exceed sixteen miles. 

Having completed our stock of wood and water, we sailed 
again on the twenty-feurth, and after one week's unsuccess- 
ful cruize off the river Bonny, bore -up for Clarence Settle- 
ment at Fernando Po, where we arrived and anchored on 
the 2d of May. The superficies of this is^d, which is said 
to be about forty-five miles long i)y twenty broad, does not 
possess the broken diversified appearance of Prince's Island — 
the starting cliffs, the unconnected and fantastic hills, the 
steep ridges bursting from its verdant and expansive bosom, 
like the rich carved work of an alto relievo. Here the land 
appears gradually and uninterruptedly to ascend from the sea 
coast, and unbroken, excepting on its western aspect, where, in 
some places near the summit, it is ridgy and precipitous, ter- 
minating in two lofly peaks, the highest and most northern of 
which, called Clarence Peak, is 10,700 feet in height, and is 
seen occasionally, at distant and uncertain periods, to emit 
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smoke aod flame; the soutbmost is considerably less, but 
equally remarkable, froai its apex resembling a cone with the 
top broken off, and, by the limit of trees being at the base of 
this cone, appearing as if it had been like, the former, a vol- 
cano at some remote period. These, mountains, covered as 
far 9s the base of their conical summits with lofty forest trees, 
are separated from each other by a deen and wide vale, stud- 
ded with a few smaller hillsand rising grounds equally luxu- 
riant in verdure, o'ertopped by groves of palm^ issuing from 
which, as well as from the low land near the sea-shore, may 
be seen numerous wreaths of curling smoke from the fires of 
the natives, but no hamlets, huts, or places of residence are vi- 
sible — nothing but trees, trees, trees, to the very water's 
edge, thick, green, and bushy, like a rich vegetable garden. 
As we approached the land, with a brisk breeze from the south- 
west, and a hazy atmosphere, the mountains assumed a deep 
blue colour, and the irregular sti-ata of dense white clouds 
resting on their sides, seeming to intermingle with the deep 
cerulean ground, resembled through the misty sky a vast and 
irregular wall of polished variegated marble. The Cameroon 
mountains on the mainland, as we more ne^irly approached the ' 
settlement, were seen towering their lofty heads amidst the 
clouds, thirteen thousand feet above the level of the sea. The 
summits of these mountains are often seen eovered with snow. 
We found the Black Joke here refitting, after having had, qd 
the night between the twenty-fiflh and twenty-sixth April, a 
severe but successful action off the south-east point of this isl- 
and, with a large Spanish slave brig, called the Marinerito, of 
three hundred and three tons, five guns, twenty pounders, 
(one on a pivot,) and seventy-two men, and having four hun- 
dred and ninety-six slaves pn board. The tender had only two 
guns mounted, eighteen pounders, and forty-four men. The 
action was most gallantly contested, and taking place during 
the night, in calm weather, when each vessel was obliged to 
use her sweeps, lasted for several hours. The Spaniard did 
every thing in his power to escfipe, until a Hght breeze sprang 
up» when, finding: the tender gain^ upon him, he shortened 
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sail, and prepared to defend his vessel to the utmost, and the 
action only terminated by running the tender alongside, board^ 
ing. and tnking possession of him. The tender lost one man- 
and had six wounded, among whom was her resolute and ex- 
cellent commander. Lieutenant William Ramsay. The prize 
had fifteen of her crew killed, four desperately wounded> and 
several slightly; and I regret to say, there were also unfortu- 
nately two of the slaves killed, and a few wounded, by the 
shot from the capturing vessel, and the cutlasses of the board- 
ers in the scuffle. Among the numerous affairs of this nature 
which have occurred on the coast, this is decidedly one of the 
most spirited. The disparity of force was unusually great 
The Marinerito is almost new, and one of the finest vessels 
ever seen afloat, being fifteen feet longer, and having greater 
beam than the tender, which is allowed by every one to be 
herself a most symmetrical specimen of naval architecture, 
but is fast going to decay. The cool determination of our 
seamen was irresistible, sweeping and firing alternately; while 
the Spaniard compelled the slaves to take the oar, and had 
therefore an additional advantage over his pursuers. It is gra- 
tifying to think that Jack is still the same — that he fights for 
the love of it just as he was wont to do— for it is not to be 
supposed that any notions concerning the inhumanity of slave- 
dealing, or the boon of emancipation which he is about to con- 
fer on so many hundreds of his fellow creatures, enter his 
thoughtless head, when he begins the conflict* He is order- 
ed-^it is his duty: and, besides this, he likes it,*being a pug- 
nacious kind of animal, fond of a little excitement, to vary 
the monotony of his life, hebetated by seclusion from the rest 
of the world, and to add another tale to the string of extraor- 
dinary ^*yams'^ which he generally has to "^pi/i." I shall 
give one anecdote, as an instance of the remarkable coolness, 
intrepidity, and humour of Jack, even in the very thick of the 
fight. Just as the tender got tilongside of her antagonist, her 
commander gave orders for all hands to board. The boat- 
swain's mate, Peter Kenney — a fine old seamen, with only ohe^ 
eye, having perhaps bst the other in some similar "brush," ibc 
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it seemed to be a pleasant sort of amusement to him— delibe- 
rately took out bis pipe, and, after a, piercing whittle, repeat- 
ed loudly, "All hands to board !" and called out to one of his 
shipmate's as he jumped upon the enemy's deck — so confident 
was he of success — **Give us a rope to lash the ' with l" 
One of the young midshipmen, Mr. Pearce, zealous to distin- 
guish himself^ had three hairbreadth 'scapes in the confusion 
of boarding. Besides having a pistol ball through his hat, he 
was poked overboard, just as he got on the slave vessel's gun- 
wale, by a sabre thrust, which penetrated his clothes, and 
grazed his side; and he was, also, nearly losing his life after he 
got there, being unable to swim, and his perilous situation re- 
maining for some time unobserved. When our brave fellows 
got on board, and the decks were cleared, which was but the 
work of a moment, the scene of misery which presented itself 
was truly heietrt-rending. The inhuman crew (among whom, 
I regret to say, were several Englishmen) were not to be pi- 
tied, but their wounded received every assistance from Mr. 
Douglas, the medical officer of the tender. It was their vic- 
tims, the poor hapless slaves, that demanded the commisera- 
tion and the fullest exertion of the humanity of the captors. — 
It has been said that during the action two of them were killed, 
and several wounded; and, when we consider the mass of hu- 
man beings on board, so small b, number is truly surprising. 
Crowded to excepsbelow — frightened by the cannonading — 
without water to drink,- the allowance of which is at all times 
scanty— and almost without air during the whole of the en- 
gagement — death bad already begun to make frightful rava- 
ges among them. In two days from the period of capture^ 
thirty of them had paid the debt of nature. One hundred and 
seven were phced in the wretched hole called an hospital, at 
Fernando Po, where every day stilL'added one or two to the 
fatal list, from privation, terror, and mental affliction. Th^ 
rest, little able to undertake the voyage,.were sent under the 
superintendence of Mr. Bosaaquet, mate of the tender,* to 

* Since promoted, as well tm the commander and as^tant snrgeon of the 
t*ndf r, for the tallantry aud skill that each displayed during the uneqaal cob- 
flict 
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Sierra Leone in the prize for adjudication by the Court of 
Mixed Commission there. Immediately after the vessel was 
secured, the living were found sitting on the heads and bodies 
of the dead and dying below. ' WitnlBssing their distress, the 
captors poured a large quantity of water into a tub for them 
to drink out of; but, being unused to such generosity, they 
merely imagined that their usual scanty daily allowance of 
half-a-pint per man, was about to be served out; and when 
given to understand that they might take as much of it and 
as often as they felt inclined, they seemed astonished, and 
rushed in a body, with headlong eagerness, to dip their parch- 
ed and feverished tongues mto the refreshing liquid. Their 
heads became wedged m the tub, and were with some diffi- 
culty got out — not until several were nearly suffocated in its 
contents. The drops that fell on the deck were lapped and 
sucked up with a most frightful eagerness. Jugs were also 
obtained, and th^ water handed round to them; and in their 
precipitation and anxiety to obtain relief from the baming 
thirst which gnawed their vitals, they madly bit the vessels 
with their teeth, and champed them into atoms. Then, to see 
the look of gratification — the breathless unwillingness to 
part with the vessel from which, by their glistening eyes, 
they seemed to have drawn such exquisite enjojonent ! Only 
half fiatis^ed, they clung to it, though empty, as if it were 
more dear to them, and had afibrded them more of earthly 
bliss; than all the nearest and dearest ties of kindred and af- 
fection. It was a picture of such utter misery from a nataral 
want, mor^ distressing than any one can conceive who has 
not witnessed the horrors attendant on the slave trade on the 
coast of Africa, or who has not felt, for many hours, the cra- 
vings of a burning thirst under ar tropical san^ On their way 
ashore to this island from the prize — ^their thirst still unquench- 
ed — they lapped the salt water from the boat's side. The sea 
to them was new : until they tasted all its bitterness, they, no 
doubt, looked upon it as one of their own expansive fresh wa- 
ter streams, in which they were wont to bathe, or drink with 
unrestrained freedom and enjoyment. Before they were land- 
ed, many of the Africans already liberated at this settlement 
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went on board to see them, and found among them several of 
their friends and relations. The meeting, as may be supposed, 
was for the moment one of pleasure^ but soon changed into 
pain and grief. Can there be in Britain — the happy and the 
iree-~an individual with a heart in his bosom who will, after 
this, advocate slavery *< A single fact like this overthrows all 
the plausible sophistry which snch an individual may make 
use of to obtain partisans besides those who, like himself, are 
interested in its support Such converts to the creed of the 
right of property in human flesh are much misled. They 
have only shewn to them the bright side of the picture — the 
comparatively happy (yet truly wretched !) condition of the 
slaves in our West India colonies. They know nothing of 
the withering horrors daily taking place on the coast of this 
desolated and unhappy land, from which between sixty and 
eighty thousand of its poor, unoflending children are forcibly 
abstracted annually — cruelly torn from home, friends, and 
kindred^ — from all that can alone make a life of wretchedness 
tolerable. The Spanish crew, with the exception of a few 
sent up in the prize to Sierra Leone, were kept prisoners for 
some time at Fernando Po, but were afterwards sent in the 
AtboU to the island of Anabona, where they were landed and 
turned adrift. 

The wretched condition of so many unfortunate be- 
ings, crowded in such a small space as the slave deck of 
this vessel, - was shocking to every feeling of humanity. 
The disinterested zea:! which our Government has al- 
ways displayed in the cause of humanity, by urging fo- 
reign powers to exert themselves in preventing vessels from 
fitting out in their ports for the 6lave trade, and to enforce the 
penalties enacted 1)y law against those persons found engaged 
in it, together with our own individual exertions towards its 
suppression, although highly creditable and praiseworthy, 
have, unfortunately, from a want of sufficient firmness and 
resolution in our remonstrances, and a callousness on the part 
of these powers, had an indirect tendency to aggravate the 
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barbarity with which it is carried on. The miscreants en- 
gaged in this nefarious traffic, to render their emoluments 
commensurate to the hazard they now run of capture and 
punishment* in Consequence of these benevolent exertions, 
cram into their vessels twice the number of unhappy 
wretches they were wont to do; so that, if once or twice suc- 
cessful, their losses, by capture^ may be covered, and thai 
risks compensated^ The profits are so enormous, that, with the 
large number of slaves now embarjked,one successful adventure 
out of three or. four will do more than pay thB expenses of 
all. Although Britain, by her beneficent eiideavours, has re- 
ed many of these ill-starred Africans from their mise- 
rable tHraldora, yet she has thus, unconsciousdy, added to the 
cruelty of the vile commerce, owing to the supinen^sfs^ indif- 
ference, or bad faith, of those cations pledged, by means of 
her humane endeavours, to its entire annihilation, who, were 
they zealous in the cause, would grant us the right of search,* 
and capture of all vessels fitted for the reception of slaves, as 
well as those found with slaves actually on board, — would pre- 
vent vessels from fitting out ia their ports for the trade, and 
would punish those persons severely who might be found car- 
rying it on. ^ 

A perusal of the printed correspondence between the Bri- 
tish and foreign Grovernments, relative to the slave trade, 
places the magnanimity and benevolence of our own happy 
country in the most brilliant and enviable light, as contrasted 
with the cruel apathy and imbecility of those nations, bound by 
every engagement to its suppression, but whose subjectsare yet 
indirectly permittedto carry on the infamous traffic. The forma- 
tion of a settlement by the British Government at Fernando Po 
had chiefly for its humaneobject the removal of the Mixed Com- 
mission Courts nearer the principal seat of the slave trade, that 
its victims might be sooner landed and located, afler the cap- 
ture of the vessel m which they were embarked,r— the pas- 
sage to Sierra Leone usually occupying a mouth, during which 
the sufferings of the uofoi;tunate creatures are dreadful, great 
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numbers of them dying of dysentery, or other diseases, from 
the small quantity and the badness of the food and water, and 
the excessive crowding. The obstacles which the Spanish 
Government placed in the way of the formation of this set- 
tlement, the toleration of vessels to fit out at Cadiz, obviously 
for the traffic, although, ostensibly, as licit traders to St. Tho- 
mas and Prince's Islands — the frequent renewal of claims by 
the Brazilian Government, for reimbursements in cases of ves- 
sels condemned for illegal trading in slaves, and of applica 
tions for permission to its subjects to carry on this trade for 
a longer period than that to which it was limited by the Con- 
vention of 23d November, 1826 — the pertinacious determina- 
tion of the French Government not to grant us the right of 
search and capture of the numerous vessels we meet with, un- 
der the French flag, engaged in this hateful traffic^the ex- 
Jtenslve annual importation of slaves into the French Colonies 
of Guadaloupe and Martinique, in the face of the established 
laws, by evident connictation or tacit consent, on the part of 
the local authorities — the fact of the Portuguese Government 
agent at Boa Vista, being openly one of the most extensive 
slave dealers on the coast of Africa, and continuing in his il- 
licit intercourse so long unobstructed, — all serve to shew that 
these Governments are regardless of their engagements, and 
have not a genuine desire towards the abolition of negro sla- 
very ; but endeavour to screen from merited punishment those 
unprincipled, adventurers, by whom the restrictions of tho 
treaties between these Governments and our own are so fla- 
grantly violated : and it is evident, from the styJe of our re- 
monstrances, that we cannot command upright dealing, where 
the interest of these powers is-concerned. 

W hile there are so niany facilities afforded to the subjects 
of these foreign Governments for carrying on this illicit trade, 
all our single-handed endeavours towards its suppression must 
prove worse than useless, as will be seen in the sequel. Until 
it shall be dedared piracy by a law of nations, and the equip- 
ment of vessels for the slave trade shall be held an actual en- 
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garment in it — and unfil the most cordial uaion and co-op- 
eration, and the most energetic measures, are adopted by all 
civilized nations towards its suppression --^ and the utmost ex- 
tent of punishment inflicted on those ^bo bid defiance to the 
laws enacted against in, — the trade of blood can never be 
entirely put an end ta Treaties, I suppose, are indispensable 
preliminaries towards a consummation so devoutly to be wish- 
ed; but foreign powers soem hitherto to have denounced the 
slave trade among their subjects, without any intention of 
fulfiUing the stipulations of these treaties, but with the sole 
purpose of obtaining .something in return for their conces- 
sions, highly favourable to themselves, from England, whose 
weak point they,, no doubt, consider to be, her predilection for 
the abolition of Airican slavery. From this base lukewarm- 
ness on the part of these states, — civilized, I suppose, they 
must be called, — the prospect of perfect freedom to the in- 
jured i^&ican must still be very far distant 

By the villains employed on board of those vessels engaged 
in the slave trade, life is held so cheap, and their moral turpi 
tude is so excessive, that the most atrocious crimes, are per- 
petrated, and the most diabolical cruelties inflicted upon the 
persons of their unofiending captives, with impunity, and with- 
out compunction. A frightful instance of this occurred on 
board the schooner stated in a former page as having been 
taken by his Majesty's brig Plumper. One of the female 
slaves, with a chastity of demeanour " above all Greek, all 
Roman fame," and a purity of heart that would have done 
honour to the most refined and exalted state of human society, 
bad long and indignantly repulsed the disgusting advances of 
the master of the schooner, until,~at last, the iniquitous wretch, 
finding himself fi>iled in Jiis execrable attempts on her person, 
became furious with disappointment, and murdered his unfor- 
tunate and unofiending victim with the most savage cruelty, 
the details of whi^ are too horrible to be conceived, tar less 
described! Ahdyet these inhuman miscreants, in the event 
pf their ve9Biel bein^ captured, are generally allowed to go 
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unpunished. We cannot, or at all events we do not, punish 
them : that is left for the laws of their own country, and they 
are consequently suffered to escape. 

This ifif but one instance of the numerous unheard of hor- 
rors entailed on the native Africans by the slave trade, as it is. 
at present carried on. I shall relate another which also occur* 
red very recently. His Majesty's ship Medina, cruizing off 
the river Gallinas, descried a,suspicious sail, and sent a boat to 
examine her, the officer of which &und her to be fitted for the 
reception of slaves^ but without any onboard, and consequent- 
ly allowed her to proceed cm her course. It was discovered 
some time afterwards, by one of the men belon^ng to the 
vessel, that she had a female slave on board when the Medina 
made her appearance, and knowing that, if found, this single 
slave would condemn the vessel, the master (fiqrresco refer' 
ens) lashed the wretched creature to an anchor, and ordered 
it to be throv^m overboard ! This is an instance of the addition- 
al inhumanity indirectly entaited on the slave trade by the 
benevolent exertions of England. Had our Grovernment been 
able to obtain from Spain, by the firmness and detenninaticm 
of her remonstrances, permission to seize all vessels under 
her fi&g fitted for the reception of slaves, this vessel could by 
no means have escaped, and.no object copldhave been gained 
by the atrocious murder. As it is, our treaty with Spain 
limits us to the seizure of vessels with slaves actttally on 
hoard; and this single slave, if found by the Medina, would 
have made the vessel a legal capture ; to prevent which the 
poor creature was cruelly sacrificed-^the life of a slave being 
considered by these wretches as no better than that of a dosr> 
or one of the brute creation^ 

But, after all, we do.not afford perfect freedom to the liber- 
ated Africans. Although located at Sierra Lewie, the doom 
ef everlasting banishment from the place of lua nativity — from 
all that is dear to him— still hangs over his devoted head ; and 
freedom with nothing to live for, is but a superficial embelish- 



96 BECOEDS OF A VOYAOE 

ment to the miseries of a wretched existence. We have it 
not in our power to return him to his happy home, and reunite 
him to every loved attachment, from ^hich he has been &rci- 
bly separated. To effect this, would be to give him genuine 
liberty, and would be a balm to all his sorrows; but it is im- 
possible. His country is almost unknown. There are indeed 
a few Karancoes, Bulloros, and Kussos, who have been gener- 
ally made slaves in war, that manage to get back to their own 
country, which is not far distant from Sierra Leone ; but these 
bear a very trifling proportion to the many thousands annual- 
ly carried from the coast 

On the other hand, if measured by our notions of felicity, 
the African's home is not a happy one. The state of constant 
warfare and barbarism among many tribes, make it a questioo 
with some persons whether they are not better in their state 
of demi*freedom at Sierra Leone, or even mancipated to Chris- 
tian masters, than as slaves to some savage chief in their owo 
native country, subject to be sold or sacrificed, as he may think 
fit To men more civilized than they are, however, attach- 
ment to their native soil would make even a life of slavery 
tolerable there^ 

Such is the patriors boast where'er we roam, 
His first, best country ever is at home. 

I have oilen heard individuals affirm, that the enslaved Af- 
rican in a Christian country lives in comparative ease and 
happiness— that he is happy in a state of slavery and exile. I 
know that in Brazil the very opposite is the case. The same 
persons affirm that the African is callous to his removal from 
his native land. I have observed nothing that would lead me 
to believe such a melancholy statement. But even if, as the 
perscms affirm, the rude savage, ignorant of the object of his 
violentseizure, when relentlessly dragged from the home of 
his fathers, is barely sensible of the loss of friends and of his 
separation from the scenes of his youth, endeared by every 
fond associttion, surely they will concede that ihe slave must 
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feel his abject condition most accutely, who is blessed by the 
benigD beams of civilisation, and improved by residence in a 
Christian country* has learned to read, and to appreciate the 
merits pf liberty, who feels:him8^f a man, and that he is lord- 
ed over by his brq^er man, and treated by him like the " beasts 
that perish,"— that he was. bought, and may be sold by him $ 
Like the block of niarble under the rough hands of the qnarry 
man, we will si|ppoee that he way, perhaps, feel but little hkt 
violent separation from his parent rock, and may not be in 
mticlL danger of i3Uffering in his savage state from the baflet* 
ings and hard knocks he meets with ; but, as the same vougb 
mass of stone gradually swells into life under the inspired 
chiseel of the statuary, so, as civilization advances, does the 
slave not become more sensible to the harsh grasp of the rude, 
the ignorant, and unfeeling 1 and is it not then that the deg- 
radation of slavery and all its pangs are most actilaliy felt T 
and then that freedom is most imperatively demanded, and 
most highly relished? This will be generally admitted ; yet,, 
even here, as. in the case of his forcible removal from his coua. 
try, these irrational advocates of slavery affirm that the Afri- 
can is equally insensible, regardless of his liberty, and incapa- 
ble of appreciating it. And in both casee, so far as I have 
been able to observe, the assertions are equally unfounded. 

War is, no doubt, fomented among the native tribes in the 
interior of Africa, on most occasions, tor the purpose of drag- 
ging the vanquished into slavery ; but it is also, if we may be- 
lieve reports, sometimes entered upon for the mere thirst for 
combat — for the sake of plunder or reven^fe ; and in that case» 
unless their is some means of disposing of the captives, they 
are inhumanly butchered, either on the field, or soon afler bat- 
tle. By affording, this means, the slave traffic may have saved 
some thousands of lives at the expense of liberty. That this 
has been truly the state of the case occasionally, was ascer- 
tained by the officers of bis Majesty's ship Primrose, if the fol- 
lowing account, brought to Sierra Leone by them, is to he be- 
lieved ; and I have not the slightest reason to doubl its accu- 

l 
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racy, bavkigf made particular inquiry concerning it, althongt 
■ome sapiently sceptical iodividuala were pleased to queetioi 
the truth of the statement, because it militated against theii 
own preconceived notions regarding the slave trade. During 
a short stay at Loango, about a year ago, the king of tha 
place, Rey Mune Lumba, told them, ** that if the English woul( 
trade for slaves as formerly, he could load eight ships in om 
week, and give each four or five hundred; but that, having dot 
no means of disposing of the greater part of his prisoners, h 
was obliged to' kill them.": And shortly befoire the Primros 
arrived, a great number of unfortunate wretches, whohadbeei 
taken in a predatory incursion within the territories, of > 
neighboring tribe, m revenge of some imaginary insult, afle 
having been made use of to carry loads of the plundered ivorj 
&C. from the place of capture to the coast, on their arriva 
there, as there was no market for them, and as the ^ troubl 
and expense of their support would be considerable, were ta 
ken to the side of a hill, a little beyond the town, and cooll; 
knocked on the head ! Until Africa, emerge from her preeen 
dark state of uncivilized barbarism — a period infinitely farthe 
distant than can ever be conject'ired — it wou'd really seem 
' on a first glance at thesi^ flagitious practices, that, instead o 
committing an inhuman act, the persons employed in the slav( 
trade ^although how different their object! — actually confer f 
benefit on the persecuted natives, by removing them from i 
countrv where might is right, and murder is no crime. Bu 
there cannot be a doubt that the cupidity which the trade give 
rise to, serves to augment these enormities, and, together will 
the imperfect laws enacted against it, adds, as has been al 
ready shewn, to the cruel treatment of the individual after h< 
becomes a slave. 

Presupposing, therefore, that the statement of the Prim 
rose's officers is correct, and that many reports of a simila 
nature are founded in truth, it appears that the complete sup 
pression of the slave trade, although it will be the first ste} 
towards quieting the (distracted state of the interior ot Africa 
will not, as many suppose, entirely tranquillize the country. Ii 
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savage life there will be wars and murder, witboat the slave 
trade as an exciting cause ; and, besides, the suppression of 
the alave trade on this part of the African continent, would go 
but a short way towards the complete abolition of African sla- 
very. Thousan(j[s of human beings are annually carried from 
the interior of this desolated land to the Indian Ocean, the 
Red Sea, Egypt, and the shores of the Mediterranean, con- 
cerning whom do interest seems to have been hitherto excited, 
and fv>r whose amelioration no measures have ever been con- 
templated. 

Besides the abolition of slavery, something else must, there- 
fore, be done to prevent the intestine wars and murderous de- 
vastation of Inner Africa, bv illuminating the mental dark- 
ness of her children. The first step towards this would seem 
to be an en 'eavor on the part ot our benevolent government, 
to acquire and keep up a constant and friendly intercourse 
with the chiefs on the different parts of the coast, and in the 
interior, for the purpose of obtaining certain stipulations to 
this end, and introducing teachers, so that the people^s minds 
may be prepared in some measure to receive and understand 
the doctrines of Christianity. A few presents annually to the 
chie& would ensure these benefits to the native African, and 
many enterprising, enlightened, arid philanthropic individuals, 
might be found in England, willing to risk their lives in further- 
ing so commendable an object* 

But when will the diabolical traffic in human beings, even 
on this part of the African continent, be annihilated, and the 

* The mercantile expeditiaii whicli baa left England, since the above was 
written, for the newly discovered mouth of the Kiger, ifsuccessful, will be the 
commencement of a new era in the history of Africa. By thia channel, civll- 
iKatioB, which haa hitherto but partially illumed it9 widely-extended coast, 
will be cariied into the.bcart of the country, and commc rce will give the death 
blow to tlie interior slave trade, by supplying the powerful chiefs with British 
manufaciuiea and European luxuries, ft r <he produce of their own country, 
which they have hitherto chiefly obtainrd from tlie Moorish caravans crossing 
the deaert, in exchange for slaves. Industry will thus be fostered— the chief 
will discover that it is his iiitereat to ptotect, instead of being a blood-thirsty 
<M>pi«^tor, and ;he traftc in human ftesb will die a natuial deaih' 
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first progression made towards the goal of civilization % For 
to attempt to humanize Africa before this is. done, mast be 
whoUj useless. Alas ! the period seems as far dislar.t as ever. 
France will do nothing towards it : under her fiag there are 
ten vessels to one of , any other nation engaged in the slave 
trada During the month of October last, (1830) bis Majesty'^ 
brig Black Joke, boarded five French vessels, with one thousand 
■ix hand red and twenty-two slaves on board, from the River 
Bonny alone; and in the month of November foUowing, there 
were ten French vessels lying in the Old Calabar river, rea^ 
to take slaves on board, the smallest of which would embark 
four hundred. She could not detain one of them : indeed , had 
her Officer strictly attended to the letter, or even the spirit of 
our feel^e treaty with France^ (than which nothing requires 
a more strict revision,) he must have known that be was not 
permitted even to board any vessel under French colours. So 
complete is the immunity of slave vessels sailing under this 
flag, owing to the disabilities under which our ships of war 
labour, and the perfect idleness and inactivity of the Gallic 
squadron, and so comparatively subversive are the laws enact- 
ed against the traffic to the northward of the equator by every 
other power under whose flag it has hitherto been carried on 
that, before long, there is not a doubt but the tricohrt — ^the 
banner of liberty — the vindicator of the rights of men! — under- 
whose auspices so many diabolical murders have been perpe- 
trated, such mad acta of injustice committed, and such insults 
and indignities ofliered to tho sober reasons of half the civilized 
world — the tricolor will, ere long, be the only flag employed 
to carry on the slave trade, and^under this it will flourish, an* 
less France is fbrced to grant the right of search — at least on 
the coast of Africa — and the right to capture all vessels under 
her flag fitted for the reception of slaves, or having slaves act- 
nally on board. Our treaty with Portugal is almost equally 
faulty. IJy the articles of this treaty, we are disabled from 
capturing any vessel under Portuguese coloors to the south- 
ward of the equator, although crowded with slaves. 

Were thdre no obsBtades to the soppression of the slave trade 
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—were every vessel, of whatever nation, found fitted for, or 
engaged in it, liable to capture— were our squadron on the 
coast, small as it is, ordered to go on in the glorious work of 
emancipation, without fear of risk by legal processes and di- 
plomatic squabbles, and entirely unhampered — were the simple 
unfettered order,' " Suppress the slave trade," issued by gov- 
ernment to the officer commanding our ships of war here,— 
there is not the slightest doubt that the trade on this part 
of the coast would be immediately and permanently put an 
end to. Not a single vessel could escape us. While it is 
otherwise, all our exertions are a mere farce — a perfect mock- 
ery of emancipation. We liberate a few of those embarked 
in Spanish vessels, while tens of thousands are embarked, and 
the vessels allowed insolently to pass us unmolested, under 
the infamous shelter of the French flag to the northward of 
the equator, and the Portuguese flag to the southward. Up- 
wards of sixty thousand slaves, it is calculated, are annually 
exported from Africa. In 1826, we emancipated only two 
thousand five hundred and sixty-seven; in 1827, two thousand 
eight hundred and sixty-one; in '1828, three thousand nine 
hundred and twenty-four; and in 1829, five thousand three 
hundred and fifty were liberated, being a year of uncommon 
success, which arose from the great number of Brazilian ves- 
sels running prior to the operation of the convention of 1826, 
which" made the trade usder the Brazillian flag piracy. Since 
then, no vessel has appeared under that flag on the coast* — 
In 1730 the number consequently again fell ofi; and in the 
present year little or nothing can be done. Almost every 
vessel laden with slaves is under the French flag, and the 
people on board, confident of being privileged, literally laugh 
at US as they pass, and often favour the escape of vessels un- 
der, another flag liable to capture, by leading us a dance after 
them. But, besides the many other impediments to the com- 
plete suppression of the slave trade, while the captain's of his 
Majesty's ships are liable to have damages for the detention 
of the vessels with slaves on board.which, are subsequently, 



* See lilt of vessels captured, at the end of the volume. 
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by m decimon of the Courts of Mixed CommiaBion, declared, 
in aocordance with the treaties, to be illegally detained, which 
not nnfreqaently happens, there most be much hesitation in 
the minds of these men concermng the detention ok vessels 
whose cases are at all doubtful; and those illegally employed 
have, no doubt, often been allowed to escape in oooBequeoce 
(^ the heavy expenses which may be incurred should they 
not be condemned. It is therefore evident, that all attempts 
at suppressing the slave trade under the present system is 
a mere farce, — that all our expenditure for that purpose is 
fruitlessly — nay, in many instances, injuriously— -employed. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



Our recently formed settlement at Fernando Po consists ot 
ten or twelve capacious, airy, whitewashed buildings of wood, 
ranged along the brow of a somewhat precipitous cliff, forming 
one side of a narrow strip of land, jutting out like a deformed 
limb from the island, and terminating abruptly in a shelving 
point, called Point William, which -protects the little bay de- 
nominated Clarence Cove, in which we are anchored, from 
the violence of those heavy squalls, known by the name of 
tornadoes, so common on this coast A fe^v of these buildings 
are occupied by the officers of the. establishment, who consist 
at present of a. superintendent, formerly master of a merchant 
vessel trading here, an ensign of the Royal African Corps, and 
two naval assistant-surgeons. The rest are used as an hospi- 
tal, a barrack for the Royal African Corps, and storehouses. 
Near the point^are a few huts, inhabited by the industrious 
&oumen employed as labourers ; and behind the above range 
of government buildings is a village of the Africans, liberated 
and located here by Captain Owen, round which the ground 
ia pretty well cleared, and the gardens in a very fair state of 
cultivation. The huts are formed in a manner similar to 
those at Sierra Leone, but are covered with bamboo instiead 
of grass, and wattled by broad and thin pieces ot wood instead 
of twigs, and have not quite so pleasing an appearance. Two 
public gardens belraging to the establishment, are well laid 
out, and odntain a number of tropical fruit trees and plants, 
— ^the one placed on Adelaide Point, west of the Cove ; the 
other behind the principal building in the settlement ; which, 
from its being occupied by the Superintendent, hts obtained 
the name of Government Hous^. There are about coie thou* 
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Mind persons in the settlement, including Earopeans, of whom 
there are, at present, only twenty-five ; Royal African Corps 
forty ; the rest liberated Africans and Kroumen, with their 
wives and children. Seven hundred of these black people 
are employed about the various public works going on, and are 
paid and fed by Government, provisions being sent out from 
England for that purpose. The quantity of food reared io the 
colony is quit^ insufficient for the support of its inhabitants, so 
that by any accidental delay in the arrival of a transport fiom 
England, they are wholly dependent upon the opposite coaet 
for support, whence they derive a supply of yams and fresh 
meat. But, notwithstanding, the progress of cultivation jo 
the colony seems to go on very slowly. The utmost extent 
of the settlement, including the cleared ground, as well as 
the space occupied by public and private buildings, is barely 
three miles in circumference. All beyond is a dense forest, 
the trees of which are of an enormous magnitude, and are 
found highly useful and substantial in building. The chief 
of these is a red wood, resembling mahogany, but geilerally 
coarser grained, and a dense heavy, and yellowish white wood, 
which however,has the disadvantage of becoming pithy and split- 
ting or renting after a short time. The ricinus communis^ 
or castor oil plant, grows wild in great abundance. 

At the head of Maidstone Bay, a little to the westward of 
the settlement, there is some low, swampy ground, — three or 
four muddy, sluggish brooks, bordered by many hundred acres 
of mangrove and jungle, extending, in some instances, even 
to the very centre of the dull stream, as is the case in oiofst 
other African rivers. The vapours from these must be most 
injurious to health, particularly as the sea breeze blows direct- 
ly over them befoi-e it reaches the Cove. Also, to the east- 
ward of the town, there is a stagnant pool at no great dis- 
tance^-a narrow running stream or two, and some low, wet 
land of a similar description to that in the neighbourhood of 
Maidstone Bay ; but neither merit the name of a marsh, al« 
though, perhaps, equally injurious to health. In &ct, so far 
as salubrity is Concerned, it appears to me that no worse Bitu- 
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«i€¥<>ti ibr tbd'set'tle'mentXMiId kave^beenefoand upcm the isliuiA 
7fa^ iitklf earthy smell, which I spoke of a1 Porto Antonio. 
tind the effluvium of dead and decaying vegetable matter at 
Sierra Leone, are at this settlement, most powerful and offen- 
sive, particularly when the wind blows off shore, whidi it 
very genetJEillf^Hloefl'dunngf the night At present, the cases 
61^ teve# in the hbs^tarafe\h»rynumerai^ bssidea tl^se 

tJN«re are b gre^t ntf!Ut^i^5f ^ftfiii$itfflfl!iit^; wifthiid&<a^ said, 
by ^e medical' people on. store, (yjtKf-aSfmltrSo be v^ry/'san- 
^hie as to the saluWity^f tl»eis1ani,^t6li«va^bec)a«6irtiaeted 
on differentparts' of the conti^nentj jsmd brbbgbt^hejs'irilfiaerf 
^aBt veisels-irorx^re. In opposition^to t}iiB^hQw:^crf iJKt\«e 
Wven Kroumen at present under my care,i(^h«r« beloBfedvto 
%)r Majesty's ship Medioa, afflicted. wilh«xtefidVfeifiMig«d^ 
nic ulcers of the most obstinate naUsM, aM^o^ ja^hiclu.w&ye 
^iginally eeratcbiss, metVitK whilrcuttiDg finsv^oofl^fli] tJbe 
island, and none of-wki&h; although dre^ed.aln^tinMedi- 
tLtely, and strictly attended to, ever shewed imrt^Bdeifesy. to 
heal ; and with respect to the production .'of feter, tiie ifects 
above slated are sufficiently conclusive. The purser of the 
Atboll narrowly escaped death, and has been sent home that 
his life may be preserved. The man sent on board here frocpi 
the tender has recovered, but continues in such a debilitated 
state that he, too, must ultimately be sent to England. 

No beasts of prev have been seen on the island. A small 
species of deer is ratber plentiful ; but by no means delicate 
or rich in flavour. Numbers of these are brought in every 
Saturday by the workmen, who are allowed the afternoon, as 
A half-holiday, when each shoulders a musket, and turns sports- 
man. A large species of monkey is also brought in for sale, 
which is used as food by the blacks in the settlement, and consid- 
ered by them as excellent eating. The whole of the bullocks 
in the settlement are brought over from the river Calabar, al- 
though it is reported that there are plenty of wild cattle in 
th6 mountains. This, however, 1 believe to be doubtful, as 
they have never been seen by any person belonging to the 
settlement The former are very small i— fh)m sixty to ow# 
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bandred and sixty poanda each — thoogrh the beef is very 
good. Tbe whole of the goats, pigs, and poultrj, are aiso 
broagbt over from the continent ; but barely enough for the 
oae of the inhabitants. So few, indeed, can be spared, that it ii 
with difficalty we can now and then obtain a castrated goat, 
to supply the place of mutton. Before we had an establish- 
ment at this place, the natives eold yams and poultry, in tbe 
greatest abundance, to ships touching here, and at an uncom- 
monly reasonable rate : bow yams are not to be had ; and a 
lean fowl sells for a dollar. This is one of the first advantages 
of colonization. Of the birds, the rhinoceros, or helmet horn- 
bill, and a large bird, called. the Fernando Po pheasaot, about 
the same size and shape of the pheasant of Britain, with 
brown and black feathers, a black crest, and a short bi*Qad 
yellow beak, are the most remarkable, and are very numerous. 
The call of the former resembles the braying of an ass, being 
almost equally loud and discordant, to contribute to which, 
Nature has, no doubt, placed the immense unseemly protube- 
rance on the beak from which it receives its napie. The two- 
horned chameleon is also frequently met with in the woods. 
The water of Clarencetown, Fernando Po, is by no means 
bad, whatever may have been said to the contrary; but the 
supply is not sufficient to meet a large and hurried demand, 
such as is oflen necessarily made by pur ships of war. This, 
however, will soon be remedied, as a cistern is building over 
the streamlet a little to the westward of the public buildings, 
in which the water will be collected. There being consider- 
able inconvenience and difficulty experienced by ships in water- 
ing at the running stream, on the opposite side of the settle- 
ment, that is almost alw&ys made use of. But the water is 
certainly not the best in the world : it is not to be compared to 
that of Prince's Island ; and, accordingly, all our ships of 
war prefer supplying themselves from thence when it is at 
all possible^ A sort of Justice Court is held here twice a 
week, for the purpose of settling disputes among the black 
residents — the office of arbiter or judge on these ocoisions 
being performed by each of the officers of the settlement in 
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ftucceasion ; ^and a ridiculous enough scene it is sometimes ! 
On Sunday, every one employed on the establishment is made 
to attend at Longfield House, a public storehouse, where, fer 
the present, the Superintendent performs divine service. The 
clean, neat and orderly appearance of the blacks, and the de- 
cent attention paid by. them on these occasions to the solemn 
service in which they are engaged, call forth the encomiums 
of every one who has witnessed them. I wonder that some 
of the numerous religious societies at home have not, before 
this, sent out here a few of their members in the good work 
of conversion, or that some pious person, eager after religious 
fame, has not, before this time, had zeal enough to venture 
out of his own accord. It is not, surely, because the climate 
is deadly and^ pestilential ? 

The aboriginal inhabitants of the island, (who have obtain- 
ed the name of boobies and coccoolacoosfrom their new neigh- 
bours, owing" to certain words which tliey are in the frequent 
habit of making use of when they desire to be friendly,) are 
a strong, active, vivacioiis, and shrewd "race of men, but by 
no means industrious ; for nature produces all the necessaries 
of life in abundance, with so little cultivation, that labour 
and exertion are almost matters of supererogation. Cove- 
tousness and impudence appear to be the two most prominent 
features in their character — filth and stench, in consequence 
of thdir present mode of dress, are peculiarities inseparable 
from their persons. Their visits to the new settlement are 
very frequent ; but are never made, unless it is to beg for 
something — whatever they see, and deem curious and useful, 
such as axes, muskets, fish-hooks, nails, old iron, &c. Bodies 
of fifteen or twenty— chiefs and their " tails" — make their 
appearance on these occasions ; and after getting all they can 
from the intruders on their soil, they march back into the in- 
terior, without burdening the doners with their thanks, or 
even shewing that they have any sense of the obligation. 
There is, however, a very friendly under^latding between 
them and the persons connected with our establishment, who 
venture frequently many miles into the interior, and feel 
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fee to g b» > gg ^rfiktly tdig^tmoag^lhem. Tbode of tke Mlivet 
f&ati lithW'Seen near tM eMsti.senuD terjr jealous of a neu 
ijpjprolicb '^0 Hheir liociaes, which avermerelt^iedd filmed of a 
few upright polee, and a roof of bamboo or gnutt, conUiiiiqf 
numbers of small hand-nets, calabashes, fishing^-rodfl, woodoi 
spears, die. Thejr were always on the begging system, im* 
portuning us for rum, (the name of which they seem to have 
got very ready,) and wlMterer else we had about usl In these 
Auts^ 'treed hdUowed out in the^form of troughs, served the 
jhirpbses)^ beds, in whicH they' sleep dry and safe fiom, the 
pooll of water da each liide'; during the heavy periodical niin& 
They )il\Hys ihake hsAdirdb meeting -and at ];Mirtiag, — a bar* 
barOus 6iMbrti,^'aleo pristi^edliy eivilize^ naHonsof the north, 
^m whom, I suppose, it is derived. The femaleB are, ia 
general, very shy and reserved. In practising the above cos- 
tom. they shrink from a near approach, or any thing like close 
contact, and stretch out their right arm at full length, keep- 
ing the extremes of the body as far removed from the indivi- 
dual so favoured, asHts elasticity will permit A chaste sa- 
lute would Wno such desirable Inatter, coated, as they are, 
yvitii clay emd palm oiC Butfor all thi$ affected modesiy^sever- 
al of them, dombg theif ornamental dress of oil and claiy, tiav^ 
Com(B,.to*1t^e settlement;*' where they are at present fivfn^ 
witfi (he kroumen tb a s?aVe c^ in conseqaen(^ 

ot which ^ey are cuthy Ih'eir friends and ccluntrym^' TKA^ 
are the only signs o^f^an approach to the practices of clyilikecT 

society which I have observed amongst them. '• '" 

• ■ . ■ ' - . . . ; .■^: r- * 

Numbers, of their canoes ^te seen paddling daily tbwardS 
somp 'fa^vounte fishiifg ground, armed with long IwrGed or 
crenated spears of toupi wood, and small hand-iiets, the 
pi*incipal weapons with which they make w ar upon the finny 
tenants of the deep. A l^ook to them is a treasure, and, widi 
a line attached to it, is the handsomest ^^dash*** one can 
make to a natii^e of Fernando Po. These canoes are all or- 



* " Daah** it the wdrd used amoifig ibe blacks mil along ilieeeait, in Uieir 
■trance jarfon, fiv '* a iirMent.^' 
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namented with rude carved work externally. The stera !e 
irregalarly square, "tiwima in the water," and. still shews the 
mark? of the rude axe, which levelled the tree put of which 
it had been formed, while the prow, in which there is always 
placed upright a long slender reed, having a tuft of dry graas 
dangling from its waving top, and another near its middle, by 
way of ye/ic^,. rises at a very acute angle from the water, 
and overhangs it for Several feet almost horizontally, termi- 
nating in a sharp or rounded point Several of these poor 
fish^men came unhesitatingly on board, and paid us'a visit, 
some days after our arrival. Thfe leading men in these canoes 
were usually the tallest and best looking individuals of the 
motley crew, a remark which also applies to the chiefe on 
shore, who &re in general much taller, more muscular, ac* 
tive, and shrewd t;han theif humbler countrymen. The mo- 
ment they came or board, they seemed to make themselves 
quite at home; very coolly walked down below to ^ the gun- 
room, and demanded something to drink, in which they were 
humoured. They then made signs that they wanted to take 
our cups on shor^ with them to drink out of, but this could 
not be 80 readily granted, there being no porcelain manufac- 
tory on the coast of Africa ; and they evinced some impa- 
tience at our refusal ; but they soon regained their equanimity. 

Watchaco, the chief of the first canoe that came on board, 
called by the seamen " Happy Jack,*' from his lively man- 
ner and remarkable nonchalance, and Woussa, one of his 
men, affording pretty good specimens of the costume and 
character of their countrymen, I shall attempt to describe 
theit general appearance. Besmeared, from head to foot, 
with a reddish clay mixed with palm oil, their hair in thfck 
plaits, matted^ with the same, and dangling in solid lumps 
half-way down the neck, they presented a most foul appear- 
ance^ while their bodies exhaled a most noisome and offensive 
odour. Their heads were covered with dirty saucer^shaped 

bats of straw, rather finely platted, fastened on by means of 

J 
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an iron skewer stuck through the hat, and the greasy wocrf of 
their crowns. Watchaco's was ornamented with numerooB 
dark-coloured, dirty feathers, and bits of bullock's horn inter- 
mingled^ The face of each was full of horizontal cicatrices, 
about two inches in length, and half and inch broad, from or- 
namental wounds inflicted with some sharp instrament during 
childhood-rcertainly a niost painful series of operations. The 
c^es peered thnough a mound of clay raised round the socket, 
and the layer of filth on the face was distingusjhable by the 
numerous cracks and scorm on its surface. Besides these h- 
cial embellishments, which add considerably to-their savage 
appearance, each had numerous tattoed marks on the surface 
of the abdomen, round the naval, and also over the scapuls, 
or shoulder blades. Twisted rings of straw and hide^ stud- 
ded with sniall bits of shell and beads, ornamented their 
necks, arms, waists, and lover extremities; and a sijaall mat 
of straw, or a tuft of grass, and a piece of monkey skin, with 
the hair outwards, fastened round the middle by strings of 
beads or straps of leather, barely sufficed to cover that which 
decency requires to have concealed. The chiefe on shore are 
generally distinguished by the size of these decorations ; many 
of them having their waists and extremities circled wHh belts 
of shells and beads several incites in breadth. They are like- 
wise distinguished from the "mobility" by tlie larger number 
of feathers in their hats, and by a staff which they are seldom 
or never without, six or seven feet long, surmounted with 
feathers, and a variety of feUches. Many of the natives 
whom I have seen on shore had the hair shaved from the back 
of the head, temples, and upper part of the forehead. Others 
had the whole hair cut quite short, with the excepticMi of a 
small upright tufl just above the forehead ; and nearly.all car- 
ried a rude knife, stuck between the skin and the ring of 
shells, or straw, which encircled the lefl arm, immediately 
above the elbow. The women are dressed and ornamented 
in a manner nearly similar ; their only covering is, in general, 
t leaf. Canoes occasionally pass the ship, paddled by females 
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alone, quite as loquacious as any coterie of the same number 
of their better clothed and fairer sex in England. So much 
for their costume. 

As I have already said, no one co^ld justly accuse Watcha- 
Qp and his followers of modesty or diffidence ; ^for they asked 
for every thing, and drank as much spirits as they could get — 
and that was a quantity sufficient to have iQ^c»cicated twice 
as many hard-headed j whisky-drinking Scotsmen; but al- 
though they gulped it down undiluted, it seemed to have no 
more effect upon them than as much water, and they demand- 
ed more. They did not offer any to their fellows in charge 
of the canoe,' lying alongside, but seemed afraid, while they 
were drinking on deck, lest these should come up and ask a 
share of the jpotent draught; and accordingly they ewaliowed 
the whole as fast as possible, easting their eyes to the gang- 
way occasionally, to see whether they were observed. Each 
spoke a word or two of English, and asked repeatedly after 
Captain Owen, wJio they all seem to regard with much res- 
pect and esteem. They tried to imitate us in every thing-— 
walking the deck beside. ue^laughing when we did — and 
making use of the same gestures, and repeating, as nearly as 
they were able, the order given on board, in the same tone 
and manner. We furled sails just as they left the ship, when 
the officer carrying on the duty hailed the main-top for some 
purpose or other,— " Main-top there!" was vehemently re- 
echoed from the canoe. The officer was again under the ner 
cessity of kudly execrating the optics-of some poor devil who 
had come under his severe displeasure, as is customary in 
nautical operations,-^" D—n your eyes!'' was immediately 
vociferated from the canoe, with the most ludicrous mimicry 
of the same angry tone and gesticulation, which they them- 
selves seemed to relish so much, that they all burst hito a loud 
laughs as if in derision of our barbarous and uncivilized gab- 
ble, and then paddled on shore, apparently much pleased with 
their visit . 
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The Boii of this island is. emfnently superior to that of the 
peoinsula of Sierra Leone, and the extent^f arable sur&ce 
is infinitely greater. From its vast height, it must have va- 
rious climate^ — ^an advantage which the diminutive moun- 
tahis of Sierra Leone do not possess. Like all ne^ settie- 
ments within the tropics, it must and will be nnhealthy, 
until the ground is cleared, drained, and cultivated ; and those 
;Wha, beiug first on the soil, have to perform the laborious 
operations, must make up their minds to, pay the penalty of 
their adventurousness with loss of health and iifet while those 
who succeed them must r^ap the benefit of their exertions; 
but it may, at some distant period, liave this advantage over 
Sierra Leone, inconsiderable as it may be thought, namely^ 
a retreat formed in a temperate climate, high up the mountain, 
where the sick could be sent for recovety, a^ is the case in 
the Blue Mountains of Jamaica ; although an obstacle might 
be suggested to this in the great distance of the high land 
from the present situation of the settleifient. The loss of life 
before this can be efiected fnust be enormous; and the ques- 
tion to be cdnsidered is, whether the advantage to be de- 
rived from it is worth the sacrifice. This is the great, and 
only objection to a settlement at Fernando Po; but even the 
existence of the dreadful fatality of its climate is denied in 
the most barefaced manner, in opposltibn to the strongest and 
most undeniable facts, by some silly individuals, whose senses 
are warped by the interestipg medium through which they 
view the subject I Team that the order-book of one of these 
very persons, who for same time did the duty of superiDten- 
.dent, is still to be seen here, and contains the two following 
orders, as nearly verbatim as I can remember, both of which 
are strongly corroborative of his sentiments regarding the 
healthful enjoyments of the inhabitants of Clarehcetown, 
Fernando Po. He had divided his working people into gangs, 
which were numbered, and cordered Upon'^difierent duties, in 
the following manner: *'Gang No. 1, to be employed in dig- 
ging graveiB as usual — Grang No. 2, making coffins till farther 
orders J" 
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There is ground enough to locate many more than all the 
sla^ves we shall ever liberate, without interfering with, or 
affecting, the interests of the natives, who, I have reason to 
believe, are by no mieaas ao numerous as has been represented* 
The number has been estimated at forty thousand; but any 
such calculation must be altogether arbitrary. Besides the 
assistance which the island may afford to our cruizers engaged 
in suppressing the slave trade, lio one can shut his eyes to the 
advantages which the island, were it not for its fatality, might 
ultimately possess as a commercial station. It is a key to all 
the magnificent streams which, traversingthe undiscovered 
continent of Africa, empty themselves into the Bight of Bi- 
atra. Tiie possibility of penetrating these with l^et dist- 
ance of steam, and the probability of acquiring much infor- 
mation that is interesting in the imperfect history of the inte- 
rior, as well as of discovering many sources of wealth hither- 
to unheard of, are matters by no means Utopian; Few slave 
vessels can arrive in those rivers without the occurrence be- 
ing speedily known^ at the istand, by means of the constant 
communication kept up with the main, chiefly by Liverpool 
traders, and their tenders, or through the medium of two co- 
lonial schooners, which are in the habit of making frequent 
visits there, for the purpose of obtaining a supply of yams and 
live stock for the use of the settlement. It was owing to this 
constant communication that the Black Joke received intelli- 
gence of, and was consequently enabled to capture, the Mari- 
nerito; and she is about to proceed to cruize off the river Bon- 
ny, in consequence of information, similarly received, of a 
Spanish brig and schooner lymg there, ready to take slaves on 
board. But under the existing laws relati\te to the slave 
trade, this advantage which the island possesses is of second- 
ary consideration. This very intelligence which is about to 
despatch the tender, serves to shew the humbug and ineffi- 
ciency of the laws and treaties having.for their object the 
wippressiono/ the slave trade. Here are two vessels £tted 
for the reception of slaves, and anchored at a notorious slave 

J* 
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pert* retdy totake on board their wretched victims, whenever 
he nam ber which it is possible to crowd iiito their holds sbtU 
be brought from the interior; and we, although fully: aware 
that they are 80 fitted, and that such is their intention, cannot 
ega lly pre tent the inhuman act; when, with the greatest ease 
imaginablp, were the dictates of humanity not obstructed by 
the cold-blooded* arm of the law, our tender, or our boats, 
might enter the river, capture or destroy them, and thereby 
efibctually prevent them from aecoropliahing their- nefarious 
purpose. But no : the poor Africans must be sufibred to be 
collected together in the **faCtory," like cattle, until the no- 
merou« cargo is completed — we must suffer them to be ship- 
ped and subjected to every horror, and to all the degfradatkm 
of theslavehold— wo must permit, and, in 91 manner, counte- 
nance a crime, which we know is about to be perpetrated, of 
the most diabolical nature, when it might be so easily pre- 
vented I . Were the commanders of his Majesty's ships, as I 
have said before, to act otherwise, the most heavy pecuniary 
penalties wotuld be awarded against them by the law. There- 
fore, until, as has been already said, the slave trade shall be 
held, by a law of nations, to be piracy, and until all vessels 
found fitted for the purpose of carrying it on shall be held to 
have fu^tually engaged in it, all our efibrts^ to put a stop to 
the vile traffic must be entirely fruitless. The establishment 
of the Cknirts of Mixed Commission at Fernando Po« onder 
the present treaties, must be an act highly serviceable to the 
cause of humanity, so far as the slaves are concerned; but I 
question whether the members of these courts would think its 
interests consulted in their own case. To these CQurts, every 
slave vessel captured must be sent for adjudication; and as the 
principal marts for carrying on the trade are the ports and ri- 
vers in the Bights of Benin and Biafra, near thir island, the 
idaves might then be all landed, and submitted for adjudica- 
tjpn, twoor three days afler capture; whereas, the passage 
thence to Sierra Leone, where the Courts at )>re8ent reeide, 
occupies usually three weeks or a month^and instances have 
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been known of three montba-^aring which, as will be seen 
by the list of captures appended to the volume, the mortality 
is often frightful— diseases from crowding and privations of 
overy descriptiop, make most appalling ravagea To be sure, 
the trade is pretty extensively carried on in the neighbour- 
hood of Sierra Leone; but then; the passage thence to Fer- 
nando Po does not occupy much more than one-half the period 
which it does in the other direction-^^the winds being gen- 
erally favourable. 

In point of insalubrity, I believe there is not such a very 
material difiereDce between this island and Sierra Leone, as 
has been represented. They are both bad enough in that 
respect. The older residents at Sierra Leone were tormented 
ivith ague : so are they here. Occasional cases of remittent 
fever occurred, and occasional deaths in consequence : so have 
they here; as we have already seen ; but it must be recollected, 
that the whites are as nothing in point of numbers to those at 
Sierra Leone. It is pretty well established, I believe, that 
the better and more extensively cleared a tropical country is 
of wood, jungle, and swamp, the better it is drained, and the 
better cultivated, it is proportionately more healthy, whatever 
may be the impalpable cause of fever. AH this has yet to be 
efiected at Fernando. Pp. At Sierra Leone, a very great part 
of this has been done, but not so much .as one would have 
been led to expect from the i'emote period of its establishment 
as a colony; therefore, the insalubrity of its climate may be, 
in proportion; less than that of its rival establishment at Fer- 
nando Po. Where both are so very bad, it is a matter of some 
nicety to say, with confidence, which is worst Of this, 
however, I am, on the strongest evidence, and from all that I 
have observed myself, perfectly satisfied that the boasted salu- 
brity of FoT nan4o Po is totally without foundation ; but as 
onr visits here will be frequent, there will be no want of op- 
portunities of clearly ascertaining whether this be the &ct or 
not. I am told by the present Superintendent,. that, -daring 
the whole of last year, they bad a hundred and thirty-three 
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days witk occasional heavy showers, but no long-contmoed 
rain. At Sierra Leone, I was also told, that the rain contin- 
ued for ar least as long a period, and that it poured down 
sometimes for two or three days without intermissions — with- 
out even a gleam of sunshine. 

We left Fernando Pd on the 11th Mayi and, after a short 
and unsuccessful cruize to the westward, as for as Cape St 
PauPs, for the purpose of intercepting slave vessels^ we stood 
away for the Island of Anobona, where we arrived on the 29th. 
During the whole of this time we had almost perpetual rain; 
and, as the ship wanted caulking, from the shrinking of the 
wood hy the preceding five or six months' exposure to a hot 
sun, our very cabins were inutidated, our books rendered 
nearly illegible, and almost every article we possessed was 
more or less injured. This is another and unlooked for mise- 
ry added to the accumulation of pests to which we are subject 
on this miserable coast 

The Islandof Anabona^-^in one degree twenty-two minutes 
south latitude, five degrees twenty-seven minutes forty-nine 
seconds east longilude^is about twenty- four miles in circum- 
ference, apd its summit from two thoulsand to three thousand 
feet high. Its appearance, as we approach, Is remarkably 
pleasing. Without either -the romantic rocky outline of 
Prince's Island, or the deep forest shade of Fernando Po, its 
sunbright surface is surmounted by a few craggy and conical 
eminences, while its sloping sides consist of undulating hiUs, 
many of which are almost free from wood, and covered with 
waiving grass embrowned by the Sun, fbrming bright yellow 
glades, which relieve the deep green of the spreading groves 
and clumps of trees covering the other hills in their vicinity. 
These hills are intersected with dells and ravines, shaded 
with numerous tall tre^s and leafy shrubs,— deep and wide 
gullies formed by the origmal convulsion of Nature, but now 
bearing in their bosom the placid brook, or afi&rding a bed to 
the rushing mountaia torrents during ihe peiriodtcal rama^ In 
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manj places the island is steep and precipitous from the very 
beach. At others the ascent is more gradual ; but, excepting 
a few acres in two or three places close to the sea shore, there 
is Jittle or do level land, so far as I could observe, on the 
whole island. 

We anchored near a considerable village^ at the northfCast 
end of the island. Upwards of one hundred and fifty canoes 
came out to meet us and "make trade;" bringing pigs, poul- 
try* goats, eggPt yams, sweet potatoes, pine apples, bananas, 
plantains, limes, oranges, tamarinds, cassava bread, (in large, 
round, flat qakes, which many of the natives had placed upon 
their heads in room of hats, to keep the sun off,) dried fish, 
sponges, and shells. The canoes are formed of the trunks of 
trees hollowed, and coarsely executed. Most of them con- 
tained two or three individuals, tall, athletic blacks, having 
nothing different in their appearance from the natives of the 
coast, excepting that they had gold rings in their ears, beads 
and crosses, or rosaries, round their necks, and that they were 
all dressed in ragged shirts and trowsers, which they had ob- 
tained-from vessels touching here, in exchange for. provisions 
and articles of refreshment. Many of them sp ke a few 
words of English, and the Portuguese language seemed to be 
pretty geaerally, but very imperfectly, nuderstood. They 
are all of the religion of the Portuguese, who discovered and 
long retained the island, but afterwards ceded it to Spain, who 
has never had any footing on it whatever, so that at present 
there 18 not a single European resident or civilized person of 
any description on the island. The constant gabbling noise 
and clamour which, in their zeal to trade* the ragged inmates 
of the numerous canoes raised round the ship, ^^as most deaf- 
ening. Money seemed to be of no value, for they would not 
receive it, but looked upon old clothes as the staple commo- 
dity, bhirts, trowsers, and handkerchiefs were most ia de- 
mand; but they seemed to have no idea of the relative value 
of theae articles, and took especial care to give as little as 
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poisible for every thiag, Bhewing an uncommon degree of 
cunning and shrewdness on aU occasions, and a marked wish 
to impress us with a deep sense of their poverty^ — *' Me pour 
fellow r^ was in every 0De*s niouth. At length the King 
(who calls himself ^*Tom Standay, or Scandey") came on 
board, in a canoe, which shewed no superiority over the others 
in point of size or ornament His majesty was a tall, thin 
personage, considerably on the wrong si^e of fifly. He was 
dressed in the cast off garments of some merchant skipper, 

viz. an old black beaver, blue coat, duck trowsens, reaching 
scarcely to the middle of his leg, cotton'stockings, that might 

once have been white and sound, but where now rather dingy, 
like his skin, and full of holes, with shoes of a most ponderous 
construction. He was distinguished from the canaille in the 
other canoes by a coarse cotton umbrella, of English manu- 
facture, and was accompanied by only one attendant, who 
seemed to stick always close to the old gentleman, and gave 
himself out to be " Cocoa Jack," the King's Physician. This 
man of influence, while he basked in the smiles of royalty, 
afforded, even in savage life, an admirable specimen of the 
fawning, courtly sycophant. While he enjoyed his share Of 
the good things, he seemed to have little regard for the feel- 
ings of his humbler brethren in the canoes, to whom he evin- 
ced a rooted antipathy, urging the weak old gentleman to 
thrust them out of his way, and to offer them other indignities 
in his passage alongside. The canoe-men seemed to bum 
with indignation ; but thei> murmurs were scarcely listened 
to, although the frown of ineffable contempt met the pam- 
pered favourite on every side. His Majesty was ushered into 
the Commodore's cabin, where, afler speedily discussing^with 
the assistance of his henchman, two or three bottles of wine, 
he was presented with a shirt, a dressing-gown, and a green 
night-cap, alVof Which he donned instahlly, stripping to the 
bufl^ for that purpose, in the presence of every one, without 
the slightest ceremony. We afterwards introduced him to 
the gun-room, but had good reasfpn to repent of our «omplai« 
sance. As long as there was any thing ta drink) he dM not 
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evince the sli^tesl inclination to budge one inch, and we 
were at length obliged, very unceremoniously, to band him 
over the side, pretty nearly as drunk as a lord, to use a com- 
moner's expression. 

Some^time after King Tom left the ship, a few of us went 
on shore, and looked round tlie village. As there was a heavy 
surf on the sandy beech, we landed on some rocks to the right 
of the town, which form a sort of natural pier, and got oh terra 
firma without the slightest difficulty. By his umbrella — which 
he always had expanded for his distinction's sake, whether 
the sun was bright or clouded, whether it was noon or night 
— we observed his Majesty King Tom Standey, in the midst 
of a dense multitude of his black and ragged subjects, ap- 
proaching to meet us. Before we had gone far, we were sur- 
rounded by at least fifteen hundred persons, men, women, and 
children, dressed every one according to his own fashion, in 
the cast off clothes of their civilized visitors. The poorer 
sort, however, and the women, had only the usual' rag round 
the middle, and the childrei^ were perfectly naked. Here was 
one fellow wi|^h a tattered dress coat, and no other habiliment 
but the above-mentioned rag, or doty — there another whose 
sole garment consisted of a cloak of shreds and patches, which, 
from its " cut," must have once seen better company—and 
yonder a party of " bloods," I suppose, by their dress being 
different from that of the more sober part of the community, 
considting of inexpressibles only, but arranged in the most 
novel and fanciful manner, the legs being tied round the loins, 
and the waist and hinder parts of the garment hanging down 
before. His majesty, expecting a few presents, received us 
very graciously, and conducted us — surrounded, and half 
choaked in the clouds of dust raised by all the subjects living 
in the vicinity of his court, collectively^-to,his royal residence, 
a wretched hovel, differing in no respect from the other huts 
in the village, where we were regaled with palm wine. A 
rude table was placed under the still ruder verandah of boughs 
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before bin doort ^tid three or four chairs, of a con8tracti<Mi quit^ 
unique, were placed around this ftnr our party. A dirty clotl 
was then laid, which had. once apparently been a sheet, ap 
pertaining, perhaps, to the bed iinen c^ some drunken skipper 
and on this were placed two or three jugs and a tumbler, 
which one might conclude, from their appearance, had nevei 
been washed since they became the property of these unsophist 
icated oscii. These were filled with the fermented juice o! 
the palm, and wo necessarily partook of it, his majesty setting 
us an excellent example, by quaffing a copious draught, an^ 
nodding us a welcome, with regal condecension ; while hu 
subjectiB in myriads surrounded the verandah, within three feel 
of us, shouldering each other, md almost suffocating us witli 
heat, dust, and the peculiar ofTensive odour proceeding from 
their filthy carcasses,]and stunning us with the incessant, loud 
and discordant clatter of their tongues. They seemed to paj 
very little defference to the kingly authority. If one might 
judge from the noise and confusion, the general appearance oj 
equality, the furious intrusion on the king's privacy, and 
some other mob manifestations of the" excellence of liberty, 
there must certainly be a strong republican feeling among 
the subjects of his Majesty of Anabona, who, I was informed 
by the priest, or padre of the village, bears his blushing hon- 
ours for no longer than a twelvemonth. He is elected annu- 
ally ; but should as many as ten vessels arrive at the island 
before his year of authority expires, he must resign, and anoth- 
er is appointed to hold the reigns of government This seeuis 
a mighty singular sort of anomaly in the forms of government 
and is accounted for by the following circumstance. The only 
revenue which this cliief, president, or king, or whatever else 
he may be called, receivres, arises from the presents made to 
him by those vessels which, like ourselves, happen to touch 
here for refreshments, it being an invariable practice through- 
out the whole coast of Africa to give the chief personage a 
** dash'* on arriving and taking leave ; and as this is the only 
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moans the kin^ of ibis island of has acquiring riches, it is 
wisely provided that no single individual of the community 
shall grow too opulent, least he also grow supercilious, and 
despise his poorer countrymen; but' that all may have an 
equal chance of profiting by what fortune may throw in their 
way. The presents from ten vessels are therefore considered 
by like community to be quite a large enough share of the 
loaves and fishes for^ne individual and on the departure of 
the tenth he is superseded ; consequently there is no zeal 
wanting on his part in soliciting gifls, and making most of the 
present opportunity of adding to his revenue. The importuni- 
ties of his Majesty King Tom were, in consequence, most 
troublesome, and hia-impudence and assurance were occasion- 
ally most diverting, as will be presently seen. 

We were given to understand by the King -that a Spanish 
slave vessel having put in here some time ago, the crew of 
which having inveigled many of the natives on board to trade 
tied them hand and foot, and put them in-the hold ; and, after 
murdering several people, and committing other excesses on 
shore, carried them off. The degree of distrust and fear with 
which ipany of them, particularly the women and children, 
received us, may perhaps have been owing to this. They 
shewed an innate horror of weapons bf any sort, particularly 
fire-arms. A few of them had large knives stuck in a belt 
fastened routed their waist, but 1 saw no other sort of weapon 
among thein. We sometime&took ad vantage of their terrors for 
the purpose of keeping them at a distance ; and while we were 
pacing the different streets of the village; closely surrounded 
and annoyed by upwards of a thousand of themrone of our party 
amused himself by playing upon their fears in the following 
manner. He suddenly stopped and fixed an angry look on the 
nearest of the dense mass. They likewise stopped, looked at 
each other and at him, and shrank back a little, while he contin- 
ued his look of displeasure, and gradually raised his hand to his 
pocket as if in searchof a weapon ; they then fairly took to their 

heels, made one desperate rush, and tumbled over each other in 

K 
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their baste td get oat of the way, when he withdrew his SBttff box 
from his pocket, and, hiughing at the success of his exploit, took 
a hearty pinch; at which they all returned, joining heartily in 
the laugh at their own ridiculous fears, made him empty his 
box among them, and surrounded us, to our great discomfort, 
much more closely, and wnh much more confidence, than they 
had done before. Several of them made anxious inquiries con- 
cerning Captain Boteler, who died on this coast some time 
ago, in command of his Majesty's surveying vessel Hecla, and 
evinced much concern when I informed them of his death 
After taking leave of King Tom, whose avarice seemed to be 
as boundle^ as the ocean which encompassed his island 
throne, we returned to the ship. 

The houses of this humble village are all miserable hovels, 
formed of boards-^Sxed in the ground, roofed with bamboo or 
grass, and consisting of two apartments, with hardly any fur- 
niture besides a few boards to sleep on, a coarse table, some 
chairs or stools, and a few calabashes or jugs to eat and drink 
out of. The village is placed just above the sea beach: and 
although of no very considerable size, yet, fi^om what we saw 
and experienced, it must contain & very numerous population. 
The houses are placed irregularly, and, with few exceptions, 
have no gardens adjoining, the cultivated ground being on the 
sides of the hills just above them, 'i'he streets, such as they 
are, are wide and eminently filthy, and crowded with various 
kindsof domestic* animals, such as dogs, goats, hogs, poultry, 
&c. To the right of the village stands the church, a large 
remarkable shed, and the only remarkable building in the 
place, formed of plank, and thatched like the huts, but occu- 
pying as much space as ten or twelve of the latter. 

There is something connected with a place devoted to reli- 
gious worship, jiowever humble, and whatever may be the 
form of the religion cherished within its walls, for which no 
one can actually feel scorn or contempt, let his expreaaioos 
and his demeanour savour ever so much of ridicule; Howev- 
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er gorgeous or paltrjr, rational or absurd, the applitnces and 
Aieans of each may be, they have all but one and the same 
end, namely, the w^orship of a Supreme Being— of some in- 
comprehensible essences-concerning whose attributes and 
power, the wisest of us, in our insolence of reason, can lite- 
rally know nothing. We were i||able to resist a feeling of 
veneration and respect, ^s we entered this sacred edifice— 
the poorest and most lowly of all which the '^Scarlet Lady" 
can claim as^her own; but it was impossible to repress a smile 
— certainly not a sneer — at the clumsily carved, coarsely 
painted, and tawdry dressed, little figures of Saints, which 
were placed at one end of the long empty shed, on a sort of 
elevated platform, surrourided by a rough wooden palling, 
which served the purpose of an altar. Polichinello and hisi 
associates are models of art to these. "^ There was, however, 
one figure of the crucifixion carved in ivory, and beautifully 
executed, which had most probably been brought over from 
Brazil by the priests, who were, in general, educated there 
when the Portuguese had possession of the island. The priest, 
or rather padre, of the village, an old black, dressed in a cas- 
sock of coarse blue and gray striped cloth, who could neither 
read nor write, but seemed to possess more influence among 
his demisavage fiock than even his Majesty King Tom, intro- 
duced us into his sanctum sanctorum behind the altar, and 
shewed us several trunks, containing the tawdry vestments, 
and other trappings of popish ceremony, and a few books in the 
Portuguese language, among which I found a treatise on the 
sacraments, upwards of one hundred years old. These things 
have most probably remained here since the Portuguese eva- 
cuated the island, although this, too, is doubtful; for Brazilian 
vessels, engagedsin the slave trade, were in the frequent ha- 
bit of touching here for water and fresh supplies, until the 
year before last, when the trade under that flag became pi- 
racy. 

* No place appeared to be sacred from the noisy intrusion of 
the Datives but this little spot within the pailin^ which fms 
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roandsthe altar. They had followed and surrounded us every 
where, but here they stopped, and some of -them crossed them- 
selyes, and seemed to mutter something like a prayer, and 
shewed a degree of awe and reverence which I had not given 
them credit for. On leaving the church, I encountered a 
person calling himself the yhoolmaster, who I also afterwards 
fi>und could neither read nor write, but was much in want of 
pens, ink, and paper, to enable him, as he told me by way of 
explanation, the better to teach the "picaninnys b-a, ba — b-e, 
be — bo, bo." In this consisted all his knowledge of a school- 
master's duty. 

These poor people appear to be fond of imitating European 
manners and customs; and it seems to me, that as the Portu- 
guese had a priest and didasculus when in possession- of the 
island, they have thought it necessary, in the simplicity of 
their emulation, to continue the form at least, because it is 
European, and gives the person so denominated a certain de- 
gree of consequence, although they are entirely ignorant of 
almost every thing connected with the duties of their offices. 
They have had delivered down to them by theiT predecessors 
some of the forms of religion, and a sprinkling of the methods 
of education practised by their first civiliz^ masters, as well 
as some account of the deference paid by them to the profes- 
sors of reVigion and education, and perhaps think that by con« 
tinning such forms, they obtain favour in the sight of their 
white visitors, detgr mined at least to resemble them in some 
things, though they appear to be considered superior to them- 
selves in most matters. I see no other way of accounting for 
this kind of schoolboy's game among them, of Priest and Pe* 
dagogue,the present individuals, so called, being little better 
than the half-naked savages I have just attempted to describe 
—of course deplorably ignorant, and incapable of imparting 
any instruction, having themselves had no opportunity of ob- 
taining it. The priest told us that there were several other 
villages on the island, but none so large as this. Wefonnd 
that nine of the prize's crew, lately taken by the Black Joke, 
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and landed' here by tbe Atholl, had gone in three canoes, to 
endeavour to reach the Island of St Thomas, and that the r^st 
were still here, and bnsily employed constrocting a boat to 
carry them to tbe same place. They derived their chief sub* 
sistence by the sale of their clothes (of which they had a good 
supply) to the natives for provisiops, and were lodged in the 
difierent huts of the village. 

After getting on board, I made an engagement with one of 
my messmates, to start early in the morning for the highest 
part of the island, where we understood there was afresh 
water lake situated, and such magnificent scenery to be met 
with, as would repay us for all the trouble and fatigue of the 
undertaking. Accordingly, taking a fowling-piece each, and 
a couple of Kroumen belonging to the ship to attend us, we 
started at si^ oVlock, and, not knowing of any road or path- 
way, took a direct course up the steep acclivity behind the 
village. After passing through some groves of guava trees, 
abounding in ripe fruit, we entered a large space of several 
hundred acres,, on the, side of the mountain, devoid of trees, 
and covered with loose masses of cinder and lava, tbe inter- 
stices and decomposed parts ol which were prolific in rank 
weeds and long rye-grass. . Here we roused up several wild 
guinea fowl, and let fiy a few shots among them, but barely 
near*enough, with our small "sparrow hail," to \' ruffle their 
feathers." Passing this, we had to cross two very deep, pre* 
cipitous, and dark ravines, which were, luckily for us, beset 
pretty thickly with trees and shrubs, by clinging to which, 
we scrambled up and down their steep sides, without break- 
ing our necks. Here we shot some wood-pigeons,' whose 
noisy cooings indicated that they were pretty numerous 
(^ong the bushes and clefts. The bottom of these dens and 
gloomy recesses of nature were dried up: but, from the 
broad beds of large washed stones which they contained, tbe 
water from the hills must rush through them in the rainy 
months with immense impetuosity and volume. Surmonnt- 
ing these obstacles, we at length stumbled on a narrow foot- 
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path winging up the mount, through numerous small planta- 
tions of cassada and pine apples, which conducted us to tht 
verge of the desired object of our expedition. On reaching 
this, and looking back at the direct ascent we had pursued, 
the distance we were from the village did not seem to exceed 
a mile and a half; although, from the difficulties we met with 
in threading our way through the long grass, in some places 
six feet high, and in penetrating the thick brushwood, the 
enterprise had occupied nearly two hours, and cost us not a 
few bruises, and cuUcular abrasions ; but we were amply re- 
paid for all. The scenery which presented itself to our ad- 
miring gaze, on the first gliramering of the lake's smooth 
white bosom, through the dense and deep green foliage of 
the trees^ fringing the sloping margin of the vast mountain 
basin which contained it, was splendid beyond description. 
We had mounted a mile and a half of the direct steep ascent 
from the village, and we now stood upon the crest of a slop- 
ing bank, covered with bushes, lolly palms, and cultivated 
groves of orange trees and plantains, through which we 
could see the expansive sheet of water, placid as the evening 
sky of autumn, without a cloud, and glistening through the 
dark bosom of the forest, like the bright moonbeams as they 
penetrate the chinks and cracks which time has made in the 
walls of some dark, desolate, and tottering ruin. Down this 
we rushed about fifty yards, and stood with our feel at the 
very brink of thelake, and inhaled with much enjoyment the 
cool refreshing bree2e that gently rippled over its quiet snr- 
fece, parched and heated as wc were by our exertions, and 
the close and sickly atmosphere of tlie woods we had just 
passed. But even here we could only see a small part of the 
opposite shore, the dififerent species of palms, parasites, aca- 
cias, &c. hung over, and grew out of, its margin, in such 
oountless numbers, and so Closely interwoven, in every di- 
rection. I mounted one of these, but nature had been so on- ' 
sparing of her leafy ornaments, that some noble specimen of 
verdant luxuriance was constantly interpoeed between me 
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and a full view of the whole extent of the Uke. Almost des- 
ptiring of success, I descended, and traversed a footpath des- 
cribmg its circumference, and at length discovered two or 
three canoes, in a little creek, under some bushes, from which 
one of the natives, on seeing us, rushed to the woods in great 
alarm ; but the young savage returned when he heard us 
laughing and calling to him, and saw us making signs that 
wc wished to be friendly^ This rencontre was quite unex- 
pected. All had hitherto been so still and calm that we ima- 
gined there was not a single living creature near us. Taking 
advantage, however, of the discovery, I leapt into one of the 
crazy barks, taking with me my Erou attendant, and paddled 
to the middle of the lake, from which I had an excellent view 
of the surrounding scenery, and of the lagoon itself, in all its 
bearings, owing to its circular shape. It is nearly three miles 
in circumference, and lies in a deep cup-shaped concavity, 
formed by the surrounding hills, the steep internal acclivity 
of which is clothed with one continued unbroken grove, and 
terminates in a circular ridge of unequal height, overtopped 
by trees, the loftiest part of which is on the south-west side 
of the bason, or the side opposite to that on which we enter- 
ed, and is, with the exception of a conical mount in its vicini- 
ty, the loftiest part of the island that can be seen from the an- 
chorage, being about five or six hundred feet in height from 
the brink of the lake. From the outside of this circular ridge, 
and beyond the eastern boundary of the lake, the isolated, 
conical, rocky mount just mentioned, suddenly emerges out 
of the never-dying green with which every other spot around 
it is covered, and with its bare, precipitous sides, and grassy, 
treeless summit, forms an agreeable contrast with all the gay 
profusion of Nature which surrounds it. JIncircfled by every 
tiling that is pleasing to the eye, and in the midst of so much 
wanton exuberance of verdure, such a bare and barreif rock 
as this, with a beetling brow, like the green oases of the des- 
ert, is quite refreshing ; for the sight, like the other senses, 
may be so sated with enjoyment, by repeated gloating on the 
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same changeless and unvaried object, eternally lovely and 
agreeable, as to become morb^ly painful; and life itself, 
evejy body knows, without its miseries, by way of a fiUipor 
set oS, to teach us how to enjoy its blessings, would become 
90 insipid that it would hardly be safe to trust any man beyond 
the age of thirty within reach of a fatliom of rope, a razor, 
or a millpond. In this cool and sequestered, and, I am per- 
suaded, healthy region, with a house on the diverging bank, 
and a skiff on the lake, a man, anxious to be disentangled 
from the whirling eddies of a noisy, turbulent existence, may 
meet wiih uninterrupted peace and repose, amidst the retire- 
ment which these shades afford, and the mute tranquillity 
which prevails arotmd. If unhappy, it Would be his own 
fault ; for to search for happiness ** with a mind diseased,** is 
about hs rational an attempt as for a man with a hump on his 
back to try to run away from it 

The immense naturaV basin which contains the lake bears 
strong evidence of having been the crater of a volcano long ago 
extinguished. Masses of cinder and lava are found in every 
direction around it, partially decomposed ; and the footpath 
by which we returned to the village crossed in one or two 
places, a bed or torrent of lava, that had congealed in eddies, 
forming concentric layers in its sluggish passage down the 
mountain. The water of the lake is of a grayish muddy co- 
lour, but tastes sweet and good, and has its chief source in the 
periodical floods which deluge the ground. I had unfortunate- 
ly no lead or line with me to sound its greatest depth; but, 
from the muddy colour of the water, and from feeling the bot- 
tom with one of (he paddles of the canoe, at little more than 
five feet beneath, the surface, in several places within a short 
distance of its centre,, 1 am persuaded that it is of no great 
depth at any part. The bottom was sofl, and a dark slimy 
mud adhered to the paddle. We learned from the native who 
had been so frightened at our first appearance, that there \ver^ 
no fish in it After I had been a short time on its surface, ad* 
miring the surrounding, scenery, several canoes put off from 
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among the bashes, in different parts of its circumference ; 
and on reconnoitering my while jacket a liitfi^ while, returned 
IM-ecipitately to their lair, heing frighteoed at my gun^ which, 
by the clumsily performed net of hiding it in the bottom of 
the canoe, that they might approach, was unfortunately dis- 
covered to them. Enjoying for some time longer the cool, 
lambent, vfvifying breeze on its smooth bosom, I returned on 
shore, and presenting the native with a large clasp knife for 
the use of his canoe, with which he seemed highly gratified, 
joined my companion, and made preparations for retracing our 
steps to Ihe village, when another negro, who had just made 
his appearance, volunteered his services in directing us to a 
different path, which he gave us to understand was the near- 
est route. Entering this, and leaving the calm beauties of 
the mountain lake behind us with some regretj we trudged 
down hill; over much broken ground, in a winding beaten 
path, for upwards of two miles, and emerged from among 
the bushes and trees immediately behind the village. At al- 
most every turning of this passage 'we found rude wooden 
crosses erected, and met with three or four small huts, in- 
tended for churches, formed of boards, thatched with grass, 
open at^ne end, and haying nothing within them but a rus* 
tic wooden table, at the closed extremity, meant fbr an altar, 
on which were placed small crucifixes, and puppet images of 
saints. — St. Antonia, St. Barbara, &c. 

Although the soil on the island is, in general, very sparing, 
consisting almost wholly of a thin stratum of decomposed lava 
and rock, and the decayed vegetable matters of former sea- 
sons, we found soQie large plantations on each side of our road, 
containing cassada, Indian com, and many of the tropical 
fruits in great abundance, hedged in, with considerable care, 
each side of the pathway, with dense rows of the jatropha 
curcas^ or physic nut. The villagers did not surround us this 
time, as they had done on our first visit : the horror of fire 
arms kept them at a distance. Before embarking in the boat, 
we discharged our pieces ia the air,' when all those near us 



130 RECORDS OF ▲ VOYAGE 

seTiip a loud and discordant scream, and fell flat oa their fa* 
cea, as if they had been shot ; and then jumped up, and ran 
as if the enemy of mankind had been close at their heels. 
Even among these ignorant savages, "pretty considerable no- 
tion " seemed to be entertainedof the generosity, as well as of 
the guirribility, of John Bull. They all endeavoured to impress 
upon our minds in their few words of broken English, nuxed 
with Portuguese, that they were very *' poor feUows,^* and 
hinted that, ajs we were very rich^ we could afford to give 
them a great deal ; and several of them, who seemed to be 
chiefs, gave us to understand that they wanted to go to Eng- 
land, to see King Willjam, where captain somebody, of a Yan- 
kee whaler, who had put the '^ notion *' in their heads, told 
^ them they would be made much of, and have evexy thing 
they could desire. This transatlantic descendant of John Bull 
did not, of course, tell them that we had poisoned their majes- 
ties of Owyhee, by an elaborate farrago of viands, a-la mode 
Anglaise, instead c^ the simple, primitive, raw fish guts, and 
greasy porka that their august storhachs had been accustomed 
to. 

When we got on board fn the evening, we found^King Tom 
Standey, in his dressing-gowp. and green cap, at dinner, with 
the Commodorip, and affording every one the highest amuse- . 
ment, by his familiar ease and assurance, his unscrupulous de- 
mands for whatever was within his reach,"and by several Un- 
kingly and disgusting solecisms in his^ manners, — such as in- 
decorously blowing his nose ip the tail of .his coat, during 
dinner, and wipmg in with his sleeve, from theshoulder to the 
wrist — eructating vociferously— cramming the whole extrem- 
ity of a fowl mto his mouth at a time, and, after crunching the 
bones between his teeth, ejecting them in his hand, and de- 
positing them on the chair, between his legsl^He seemed to 
be very fond of salt, swallowing, at intervols, whole spoonfuls 
of it out of the saltcellars. Some gin was put on the table, 
during dinner, thinkii^ he might perhaps prefer.it, for its po- 
tency, to wine. He was asked which he would have ? — and 
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very coolly and modestly replied, by a few imperfect Anglo- 
Portuguese words, apd by signs, noi to be mistaken, that he, 
** ppo fella, never mind," he would lake some of the gin now, 
and that as bis belly was full, he would ** bag" the wine and 
the remaining viands, and " ttiake festa" on shore. This was 
beyond the utmost -Idea we hful formed of his covotousnese, 
liberal as it had beeni But it was impossible to keep onr 
gravity, when, so far from thinking there was any chance of a 
refusal, he immediately followed this expression of his modest 
and courteous intentions, by letting the Commodore know, that, 
as he had no such sideboard furniture, he would also take with 
him the decenters and glasses ! He was shewn, in the cabin, 
a large print of his present Majesty, which he admired very 
much and addressed as if it had been our good King in propria 
persona^ introducing hinoself to the print, in the following 
words : — *» Me King Tom Standey, King Anobona. You ver 
good King, my fader. /Me, poo fella, never mind.'* And ob- 
serving, with much surprise, his own sable ' countenance re^ 
fleeted in tFte glass, as if ii were behind the print, he sudden- 
ly exclaimed, " Ah^ King Tom I you there !*— Me see you — me 
savey you ver well, King Tom Standey, King Anobona." At 
last he took his departure, pretty well ** stuffed" as he called 
it ; and, considering the quantity he had drank, but very slight- 
ly fuddled. But before taking leave of us, the Commodore 
besides a musket, gunpowder, and many other articles, gave 
him a mirror, in which he continued to gaze at his own ebony 
visage, with unceasing and unsatisfied astonishment, all the 
way onshore. Like the restof hissubjects, he caught at every 
thing he could get; but had no notion, or took care at least 
not to shew any, of the value of the articles he had received 
or a just sense of the attention be had met with. Some of us 
observing this grasping, ungrateful, and unceremonious dis- 
position, endeavoured to make him sensible of the value of 
whit he had received, as he was going away, and told him 
that he ought to *• dash" the Commodore with some'hing, in 
return for so many favours. Afler some hesitation, he said 
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be woulB send some fowls and pigs to our philanthropic chief, 
as u present About an hour afterwards, a canoe came along- 
side, with a single fowl, and a message, sayipg, that the rest 
and the pigs had '• run in bjiish," that is, made, their escape into 
the woods, and were not to be found ! This was, of course, a 
mere excuse; but we could not help laughing at its court^like 
ingenuity. . 

Anobona might possibly, in the event of a war with France, 
(which Heaven forfend !) be a desirable place to refit, and 
obtain refreshments for our vessels cruizing on the Equator, 
for the purpose of intercepting the homeward and outward 
bound trade; but could hardly ^erve any other end. Few 
vessels, going or returning from India, ever find it necessary . 
to pass near this island. Unless under circumstances of ne- 
cessity, it would be very inconvenient for them to do sa 
There is no water to be had at the village near which we 
anchored ; nevertheless, I was told that it might be obtained 
on the east side of the island, without difficulty ; but that here 
the anchorage was unsafe. Were it in our possession, an 
aqueduct might be formed, at a very trifling expense, to con- 
vey water to the beach, from the lake on the top of the moan- 
tain; and'refreshments of almost every other description might 
be reared on the island in great abundance. But, although it 
is styled the " Cornucopia'' of the coast of Africa, by some 
old writers,* by whom it is also said to be more healthy than 
Prince's or St Thomas's Island, its produce could never be \ 
sufiiciently great to render it of any importance in an a^rricul- 
tural point of view, from its trifling extent, and the scantiness 
of its soil ; nqr as a commercial station, for these reasons, as 
well as its great distance from the coast of AfVica. 

In concluding these imperfect remarks on Anobona, I shall 
take the liberty of quoting the account which is given of the 
island in an English translation of Bosman's (the Dutch fiictar 
at Elmina) description of the coast of Gumea, published in 

* Vide BoaXAH'i DacripHon ^fike C^att of Guin$». 
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the year 1705, to shew how little change has taken place in 
the manners of the inhabitants since that period, and how little 
improvement may be expected any where under the auspices 
of the indolent and bigoted Portuguese. He says, " This is- 
land is visited by a great number of ships, as well those which 
have been trading at Guinea, as those bound for East India 
and Angola. When the East Indiamen fall below the gulf of 
Guinea, (for they, different from our account, reckon the 
Gulf of Guinea to take in almost the whole coast,) they put 
in here ; and the ships bound for Angola touch hece, it being 
almost in their way. 

" Annaboa is so prodigiously stocked with cattle and fruit, 
that it far exceeds St. Thome, and Prince's Island in both, 
though 'tis much smaller, and indeed not above half the cir- 
cuit of either of them. Like St. Thome, it is almost always 
covered with a thick mist ; but, if we may believe the Portu- 
guese, not so unwholesome. But why it is more healthful I 
shall not presume to determine, for (he air is almost the same, 
Annaboa being but about OQe degree and a half more south. 
The land is here full as high as at St. Thome, and in the high* 
est place of it, according to the report of the Portuguese, is a 
lake of fresh and very good water, about which the air is as 
cold as the severest autumns in Holland. BuJ; who knows 
whether this be truel 

** The Portuguese have tilled the plains to halfway up the 
hills; for so far the ground is good. But taking a view of this 
island from below, it seems very dry and barren ; notwith- 
standing which, it is all over planted with fruit trees, — vie: 
cocoes, oranges, limons, bakovens, bananas, palm trees, and 
several others, whose fruits are all plentiful and cheap. One 
hundred coCoa nuts are sold for a rixdollar ; a thousand orang. 
es or limons at the same rate ; and the other fruits in propor- 
tion. Hogs, sheep, goats, chickens, &c. are to be bought for 
almost nothing, considering that we have them for all manner 
of old trash clothes of linen and woollen. In short, here is 

L 
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the trae Amalthaea, or Cornucopia, of which the ancients have 
said so many fine things. 

" The inhabitants of this island are black, and but a sort of 
half Christians, though they bear the name of Christians, or if 
they can but read a Pater Noster and Ave Maria^ confess to 
the priest, and bring some offerings with them, they pass for 
good Christians. 

" The white Portuguese of this island esteem them slaves, 
by reason that they are the descendants of those slaves which 
they set on this island. They are all of them, without any ex- 
ception, thieves or rogues, that will injure or defraud no man 
more than they can. The women are all common pablic 
whores, which allure and mislead the sailors, and, except a 
very few, are monstrous ugly and illfavoured. 

"The government of these people is trusted in the hands of 
a white Portuguese, who is honoured with the illustrious name 
of Gouvemador. He who was honoured with this high poet 
in my time was such a great Dofi, that if I had been charita- 
ble enough to have bestowed the alms ot a crown on him, he 
would have made no difficulty of receiving it, nor thought it 
an affront to his lionourable charge, or the grandeur of his 
nation. 

" His subjects also stood in such awe of him that, if I had 
but desired them, they would certainly have broken his head, 
and delivered the island into our possession. For this Don 
being appointed by a Portuguese gentleman, to whom this is- 
land belongs, as rentgatherer in his name, to collect a third of 
all the inhabitants' cattle, fruit, aqd income, in order to secure 
somewhat for himself, he very fairly fleeces the inhabitants of 
a complete half, which renders him so hated by his black sub- 
jects that they would veiy willingly be released from their 
yoke, and deliver the island to another nation. 

"But it would not indeed be serviceable to any nation, without 
all its black subjects were transported thence : for whilst they 
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stay there, on account of the least diSerence with the posses- 
sors they would fly to the hilly part of the island, which issuf- 
flciejitly inaccessible to tlie Europeans, and from thence so 
gall them that they would be obliged to abandon it ; as it hap- 
pened to us when we formerly were in possession of it ; for 
we left it on no other account. 

r 

** Besides the Gouvernador, I found here ako two white 
priests, who were endowed with no other qualities than the 
profound ignorance and stupidity of the meanest of their neigh- 
bonrs, except only, (which is indeed something uncommon,) 
that they could drink as much brandy as I could wine, or other 
liquor. Their wisdom was lodged in their capuchin's cap. 
I cannot tell whether they could read or write, since I did not 
see one book they had, nor would they produce one, though I 
asked the favour, perhaps that it might not be defiled with my 
heretical fingers. 

** They invited us to come and see their churches, which 
we did, and found th^m very handsoihe, and large enough 
for four times the number of inhabitants on the island. Before 
we entered the churches wo were all over besprinkled with 
holy water, from which I conclude that it is not very dear 
here* 

" They desired a bottle of wine of me to celebrate their mass 
with, which I gave them, and they thereupon promised me 
(though unasked) that they would say a mass for my happy 
voyage, after which I took leave of them." 

He follows this amusing account with an anecdote of what 
he appears to consider a very laudable trick played on a pirate 
at that island, by the master of an English merchant vessel, 

« We saw here some small pieces of cannon, and asking 
where they got them, we were informed that they belonged 
to a small French pirate, which stranded there about ten 
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days before ; the captain of which, with two of bis men, waft 
then upon the islands 

•* The^e pirates had robbed the Gold Coast of some gold, 
slaves, and elephants' teeth. But two days before our arrival 
there, the Sloter Galley, an English ship, commanded by 
Thomas Kent, had set sail from hence, having made an agree- 
ment with the pirates, in consideration of a partof their prey 
to be given to the captain, to carry them and all their booty 
to the French islands. The pirates, depending on tjiis con- 
tract, had brought all their goods on hoard. Captain Kent, 
and all the men, except the captain, and two more, Tollowed, 
who designed to have gone on board the. last day of the Gal- 
ley's stay here ; but, as they were coming, were welcomed 
with a few mnsket-shots, and charged, if they valued their 
lives, to return back, which they were obliged to do ; and had 
the satisfaction ot seeing Captain Kent haul^ up his anchors^ 
and set sail, with all their goods. ^ 
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CHAPTER IV. 

BiDiMNo adieu to Anobona, w« set sail, late in the even« 
iDg of the 30tb, and steered towards the island of St. 
Thomas, between which and the Isle de Rolle (an island little 
more than a mile in length, situated at the southern extremity 
of the former) we anchored, in the afternoon of the succeeding 
day. Although a single canoe, containing two miserable look- 
ing blacks, who must have risked their lives for the purpose, 
came off to us from Rolle Island, bringing some tropical fruits, 
dried fish, and sponges, for sale, there was such a tremendous 
surf, throughout the whole line of coast of both islands, that 
none of our boats could land. Close to our anchorage, the sea 
was thundering and breaking violently among the clefts and 
chasms of the rocky shore, trom which the spray issued in thick 
white jetting columns, like the smoke of artillery, curling in 
the air, and dissipating in thin vapour. Our anchorage was 
directly under the equator. The wind was southerly, and the 
thermometer only seventy-nine degrees. There were three 
or four huts near us, on the principal island, and abundance of 
cocoa nut trees in their vicinity; but we could perceive no in- 
habitants. 

The outline of St. Thomas' Island is very irregular and bro- 
ken, and resembles, in its impenetrable forest-covered surface, 
the Lriand of Fernando Po ; and, in its romantic appearance^ 
its numerous fantastic-shaped hills, and inaccessible peaks, 
the Island of Prince, but on a far larger and more stupendouE 
scale. We could, however, only look at it at a dista&ce ; and 
finding our anchorage, as the swell increased, becoming hour'^ 
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ly more unsafe, we left it next day, and reached' West Bay, 
Prince's Island, on the 2d of June, the day following. After 
we had been here two or three days, Senora Ferrara, hearing 
of our arrival, came round from her estate in t)hurch Bay, and 
took up her abode in her unfinished residence here, bringing 
with her a whole host of male and female slaves. His Majes- 
ty's ship Atholl arriving soon after us, Madame's naval levees 
were, at this time, unusually crowded, and her hospitality 
taxed, far beyound all that could be endured in the cramped 
selfishness of a drizzly, callous, northern atmosphere ; but the 
endeavours of the good " Queen" to please, and to afford us 
amusement, seemed only to increase with the number of her 
visitors. Her slaves danced and sang to us, and performed in 
the evenings, under her own guidance and direction, some art- 
less and imperfect operas, sacred and heroic, for our entertain- 
ment, — all of which she has taught them herself. Her house 
was at all times open to us ; and her chief gratification seemed 
to consist in seeing it well filled, and in enjoying, with due 
feminine consistency, the universal deference paid to her. — 
Banished as we are from the civilized world, the kindness of 
this good lady, and the inelegant games and rustic entertain- 
ments performed by her half savage attendants, afford us no 
small degree of gratification, by breaking in upon the monotoBy 
of our hazardous existence, and chasing away the dull thoughts 
of many an unoccupied and brooding hour. But the best of 
friends must part — the most celestial enjoyment and the deep- 
est grief must equally have an end : and, so, after a fortnight's 
slay, for the purpose of refreshment, and obtaining a supply of 
water and firewood, we bade adieu to Madame, and her cort- 
ege, on the 15th, and stood over towards the river Bonny, off 
the entrance to which we anchored on the 20th, about^sixteen^ 
miles from the shore» in execution of our orders to suppress 
the slave trade, — a matter, from the many holes out of which 
ressels engaged in it may escape, owing to the bad faith and 
apathy of foreign governn^ents, and the defects of our treaties 
with them, quite as agreeable^ and as likely to be accomplish- 



TO THB WB0TBRir COAST CKT AFRICA. 139 

ed» as the jninishment inflicted upon the fiftj daughters of 
Danaus. 

The land in the vicinity of this river, which, with the New 
Calabar, disgorges its contents by a common outlet, into the 
sea, is so very low, that it is to be seen only from the mast 
head. Here we have, daily at present, incessant torrents of 
rain, and fine, clear moonlight nights. About dawn, the clouds 
■ gradually begin to form, and, with the advance of day, collect 
in dense masses, heavily charged with electricity, the salient 
flickering streams of which scintillate, with brilliant vivacity, 
in every direction around us, — while the thunder reverberates 
through the dense canopy over our heads with the most in- 
cessant and deafening clamour; and the prodtict of this vehe- 
ment natural conflict bursting the floodgates of heaven, rush- 
es down upon us in a vast, continuous, and almost o^^erwhelm- 
ing torrent, until towards evening, when the clouds again 
gradually disperse, and, as the moon rises, disappear entirely, 
leaving a still, beautiful, and clear sky, save where, at inter- 
vals, a glimmer of lightning, issuing from some far distant 
cloud, illuminates the horizon over the broad continent of Af- 
rica. It is only in the vicinity of the land that these heavy 
rains occur. We have found that their violence and frequen- 
cy diminish as the distance off* shore increases, and vice versa; 
and that, at one hundred and fifly miles, or even somewhat less, 
* from the coast, there is only an occasional shower met with. 

It was mentioned by the Landers, on their recent arrival at 
Fernando Po, after emerging from the interior of Africa, via 
the river Nun, and settling the long-disputed termination of 
the Niger, that they were of opinion the Nun communicated 
with the New Calabar river, and consequently with the Bon- 
ny, by means of a cross branch sufficiently large for canoe na- 
vigation. Hearing this statement repeated, I have taken some 
pains to make inquiries ccmcerning so interesting a fact, and 
have ascertained — certainly not by personal observation, but 
upon what I conceive' to be undeniable evidence — that all the 
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streams Which fall into the sea, from the Rio de Formoso to 
te Old Calabar inclosive, are united together by crossbranch- 
es, and intermediate streams, at no great distance from the 
sea; consequently, they may all, in a certain measure, be said 
to be mouths of the Niger, The sources from whence I have 
derived the information which led to this conclusion were the 
following: Masters of merchant ships, who have frequently 
visited the river, off the mouth pf which we are at present an- 
chored; naval officers who have been there, and to some of the 
other rivers included, in the performance of their duty; and 
the most intelligent of the native Africans. From the former I 
learn, that canoes frequently arrive at the river Bonny' from 
DukeEphraim, a chiefof the Old Calabar, by some inland 
stream, without ever seeing the ocean — that the arrival of 
canoes at the same place, and by a similar means, from the ri- 
ver Nun, and other rivers between the Bonny ajid Cape For- 
mosa, is also of frequent occurrence — and the native blacks 
assured me, that there is a great inland trade in slaves, ivory 
palm oil, and British manufactures, carried on through the 
medium of these streams uniting the principal rivers. Cor- 
roborative of these statements is the extreme flatness of the 
country between Cape Formosa and the Old Calabar river 
and the numerous streams which may be seen to intersect it in 
all directions, even by ships standing close tp the shore. 

Before anchoring where we are at present, we spoke the 
Cherokee of Liverpool, (late brig of war of that nanoe,) from 
the New Calabar river, laden vvith palm oil, the master of 
which informed us, that there were several Frenchand Span- 
ish vessels lying in that, and the river Bonny, in readiness to 
embark slaves; and that a Spanish schooner wjth four hundred 
on board, had sailed.three days before. He also acquainted us 
with the total destruction, about a week ago, of the Dee of 
Liverpool, by flr^, m one of these rivers, several of whose 
crew the Cherokee had then on board. During the four 
flionths that' this vessel has been lying in the river Calabar, 
fiioe of her crew have died of feven As oar tender*, the 
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Black Joke, which was ordered to cruize off these rivers, was 
iiewhereto be seen, we qoncluded that &he had captured the 
above moDtioned schooner, and had gone to Fernando Po for 
the purpose of landing her prisojiers; but after getting under 
weigh again, on the 23d, we fell in with her, and found, tbjt 
she had been under the necessity of proceeding to Prince's 
Island for water, and that consequently the Spaniard had un- 
fortunately effected his escape, with his victims, during her 
absence. The commander of the tender gave us a melancholy 
account of the fate of those nine persons — part of the crew of 
her late capture, ^e Marinerito— who, I stated above, had 
left Anobona in three canoes, to endeavour to reach the Island 
of SL Thomas. One of these canoes the tender picked up at 
sea, off the river Bonny, with three persons on board, in as 
dreadful state of wretchedness, having seen no land since they 
left Anobona, and left without food or water, except what of 
the latter they caught in their mouths when it rained, for ten 
days; the slendfer bark which contained the whole of their 
little stock having swamped. Two of these men are still on 
board of the tender, with little hope of recovery — the otheir 
was landed at Prince's Island. They know nothing of their 
companions in the other two canoes, farther than that they 
conjecture they were destroyed by a heavy tornado, which 
came upon them when they had been long without food, their 
strength exhausted, and in despair of ever again setting their 
eyes on any wished for object, and from the efiects of which 
they themselves most miraculously escaped. One would wil- 
lingly discover a fearful I'etribution in this. 

We left the Black Jbke on her station, and stood towards 
Ferimndo Po, where we anchored on the 24tli, and heard of 
the arrival of the Mariqerito at Sierre Leone, after a passage 
of twenty-five days, during which twenty-five of tlie slaves 
died ! From seventy to eighty of those landed in a weak 
state at Fernando Po, were, on being somewhat recruited, 
embarked on^ board of his Majesty's brig Plumper, and sent 
to 3ierre Leone. The voyage in this vessel occupied the 
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space of a mouth, and twenty more of the slaves fell victims 
to a horrible destroy before they reached the colony ! Some ^ 
of them, in their mental agfony and bodily distress, jumped ^ 
overboard and were drowned. What had they to live fori 
They were bereaved of home, and every blessing for ever. 
Well might the wretched African, writhing under his accu- 
niulated miseries, and ready to sever the thread of an exis- 
tence which had afforded to him such draughts of unmingled 
bitterness, — withered in heart, captive, homeless, friendless* 
and desolate — well might he deplore the fate of his unhappy 
country; and, tjiinkingof all that he had loved and left there, 
exclaim, in the beautiful lar>guage of Moore — 

Oh ! cou!d'st thnn but know I 

With what a deepdevotednessof wo ^ i. 

I wept thy ahsence o'er and o'er again, ' 

Thinking of th( 6, still thee, till thought grew pain, i 

And memory, like a drop that night and day | 

Falls cold and ceaseless, wore my heart a wa}''! ' s 

Including the deaths among those who remained at Fernan- 
do Po, eighty-tour of these unhappy beings have perished since 
the period of capture ! There is something so truly distress- ! 
ing and deplorable in this, that it calls loudly for an imme* i 
diate, a vigorous, and a permanent remedy. Such a remedy 
has been suggested in the foregoing pages. Government can 
alone obtain and apply it ; and for the sake of suffering hu- * 
manity, the greatest sucrifices ought to be made, and the , 
strongest measures had recourse to, to induce those Catholic 
powers, whose interest alone is concerned, and who seem to ^ 
be insensible to the calls of humanity, to grant the necessary 
concessions for the purpose of abolishing this villainous trade. 
Some powerful efforts ought at once to be used, to lead them 
to a just sense of those flagitious cruelties perpetrated by 
their subjects, which so deeply stain their honour, and bring 
infamy upon the flag of the nation to which they belong. 
Either these things must be done, and done efllectually, or 
the trade ought to be allowed to go on unobstructed : for, by 
the present inefficient la wb enacted against itf we ourselves 
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only add to the inhumanity with which it is carried on, by 
the measures which we adopt, as I have explained above, and 
as the present instance sufficiently demonstrates. 

During our absence, the agent victualler has arrived here, 
in the Stentor transport, from Sierre Leone, bringing with 
him the whole of the naval stores, so that, in future, Fer- 
nando Po will be the naval depot on the coast, where ships of 
war may refit, and obtain supplies. This arrangement has 
been projected for some time, but whether it be judicious or 
not, remains to be proved. It is, however, already sgfficient- 
ly established, that the damp nature of the atmosphere pro- 
duces a rapid decay of almost every article sent iiere from 
England — canvass, spars, and ropes are found rotten — sugar 
in a state of deliquescence, resembling treacle — and bread so 
full of maggots and weevils that it is scarcely eatable, and 
would be condemned as unfit for use, were it any where else 
than at Fernando Po, where there i& no choice left, and little 
or nothing in lieu of it to be had. After a fortnight's stay, 
during which we had heavy showers daily, and the tliemome- 
ter ranging from seventy-seven to eighty-one degrees, we 
took our departure for the Island of Ascension, touching again 
at Prince's Island, for wood and water, in our passage. 

After some days lost in search of the mysterious Island of 
St Matthew,* which we did 7Wt discover, for the very best 
of reasons, that there is no such place in existence, we arriv- 
ed, on the 29th July, at the Island of Ascension, a rug- 
ged, cinerulent congeries of volcanic tumuli, occupied by 
about four hundred individuals, consisting of a garrison of 
royal marines, and a few liberated Africans, with their wives 



* Anoboha bas been meat probably mistaken for an unknown island, and 
called St. Matthew's by some one who was most mightily out in his longi- 
tude, (an occurrence formerly very common on this coast,) as they are both 
laid down on charts in the same latitude, and as tho description given of the 
imaginary island answers that of the former, in having a lake on the top, 
from which ships used, to derive a supply of water, when much in want of it, 
by " parbuekltftg^' their casks down the side of the mountain. 
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and families, under the direction of Captain Bate, R. M, 
The climate here is exceedingly gratetul to our feelings, 
afler the damp and drizzley atmosphere of the pestilent coast 
we have just left. From the very small quantity of rain that 
falls on the lower parts of this island, but little decomposition 
of its superficies has taken place in this situation ; conse- 
quently there is here scarcely any vegetation, and the air is 
uncommonly pure and dry. The temperature at present is 
varying from seventy-two to eighty degrees during the day. 
The upper half of what is called the green mountain, which is 
about seven miles from the anchorage, is decomposing rapidly. 
The elevation of this spot is two thousand eight iiundred and 
eighteen feet. It is almost constantly enveloped in mist, but 
is, notwithstanding, uncomnnonly he&lthy — the thermometer 
averaging ten or twelve degrees below its usual range at the 
garrison and anchorage. The soil at this spot is a loose black 
earth, very productive, and already extensively cultivated. — 
Fields of several acres of the common and sweet potato, tur- 
nips, and other esculent plants, adorn the sloping sides of the 
mountain; apd the mountain house, besides its pleasure ground 
of English flowers and shrubs, has its kitchen garden, which 
produces almost every vegetable in great perfection and abun- 
dance. The transition from the arid, barren, treeless, low 
grounds, to this fertile spot, is so sudden and unexpected, that 
one is struck with no inconsiderable degree of surprise and 
pleasure on emerging froin a scene of the most awful desola- 
tion, and almost the next step entering one where there is every 
thing rural and agreeable. Until lately, the greatest vwant in 
the island has been^a determinate supply of water. For this 
necessary article it placed its sole dependence upon the liglit 
and uncertain showers, and the scanty drips and percolation 
from certain parts of the rocks high up the mountain. Re* 
cently, however, a shaft has been sunk in a ravine on the 
southern aspect of the inountain,^which, we are told, is to 
af^rd from two to three tons daily. Tanks have been built 
on the side of the mountain, and at the garrison, to contain 
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this, and what may otherwise be collected; and the arduous 
duty of laying the six miles of iron pipes, which are to con- 
vey, th^ water to the garrison tanks, will, it is supposed, be 
completed by Christmas. Near the garrison a range of build- 
ing has been recently erected, which is intended for the ao- 
commodation of sick officers belonging to the African squad^ 
ron, and the foundation of an hospital for the seamen has just 
been laid; and it is intended to continue the' squadron on the 
coast; which I conceive to be, under present circumstances, 
not only in« great measure Useless, but very often injurious to 
the object for which it is sent there — to the cause of humanity 
—there is noplace on the station better adapted for the sick 
and convalescents to be brought to for recovery than this, al- 
though Axndoubtedly a higher part of the island would have 
been a far better situation for the hospital. 

Wild Goats and Guinea fowl are very numerous on the is- 
land, particularly the latter, but they are very shy and shot 
with difficulty. The gannets, of which there are several va- 
rieties, c6n^regate in vast numbers on particular points of the 
island, which have obtained, in consequence, the appellation 
of "Pairs*" There they sit^ looking stupidly at intrudersi 
with the greatest sang froid imaginable, and are taken hold 
of with the greatest ease. But they sometimes take it into 
their heads to defend themselves, and in that case are apt to 
iafliot a troublesome lacerated wound or two with the serrat-^ 
ed edge of their long and powerful beaks. Not more than six 
or eight kinds of birds ever visit the island, consisting of the. 
sea-swallow, gannet, petrel^ frigate pelican,,or man-of-war bix:d, 
tropic bird, and^a ^w others of the palmipedeous tribe. 

The wide awakes^ as they are called by the seamen from 
their peculiar cry, or sea-swallow, arrive in vast numbers 
about the iponth of September or October, and take up the 
same position of fair annually, where their eggs and young are 
taken in vast numbers by the people on the island, who con- 
sider them good food, particularly the former, many thousands 

M 
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of which are brought in weekly during the breeding season 
These birds take no trouble to build a nest, but la; their eggp 
upon the loose ashes and sand in vast numbere, and so close 
together that it puzzles one to conceive how it is possible that 
each can know his own. That these may be obtained fresh, 
the people belonging to the island sometimes adopt the follow- 
ing method: — They clear a spot of, the broken eigg shells, 
filth, and rubbish, which covers the surface of the ground in 
the fair where they congregate, and, after having done so» set 
themselves down at a little distance to watch the event The 
cleared portion of the fair is very soon cQvered with birdf, 
which deposit their eggs almost immediately, and are succeed- 
ed by others which do the same^ so thaJt ten or twelve dozen 
eggs, assuredly fresh, are often taken from the spot that has 
been cleared, in the course of a few hours. These are about 
the size of a pullet's egg, and are covered with large dark 
brown soots. 

Land crabs and rats are very numerous, and destructive to 
the young vegetation about the mountain, and indeed to every 
thing edible. Black crickets aro in mjrriads in- every part of 
the island, and form the chief food of the Guinea fowl. Wild 
cats are pretty numerous, and are hunted and destroyed with 
dogs kept on the island for that purpose. The cattle, of 
which there are a considerable number, are brought from the 
Cape of Good Hope; and of the vegetable productions there is 
a greater variety than might be conceived, but very few of 
them are indigenous. Tn the low grounds, a few thistles, eo- 
phorbium, and purslain, are all that indicate the existence of 
vegetation. Proceeding higher up, we have some signs of 
grass, and we have also the beautiful yellowish-red flower of 
the ipecacuanha, the wild St Helena, or Cape gooseberry^ and 
a fev^ rtunted plants g[ the common ricluus; and still Kigher 
up, hesides several tropical fruits, shrubs, and flowers, there 
are many of the horticultural plants, and someof the fruits, of 
England. Fish is in great abundance and variety around the 
island. 
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The present is not the turtle season, but those of last year 
are kept by the* garrison in two large ponds, from whence they 
are removed with ease when wanted. December and January 
are the principal months during which the females come on 
shore to deposit their eggs on the sandy beach. They are 
watched for during the night, when they land for this pur- 
pose, and are seized in their retreat, and turned on their backs, 
where they lie helpless until it is found convenient to remove 
them to one of the ponds. As this is the only method of tak- 
ing these unwieldly animals, it seldom happens that a male 
turde is captured. The fortifications are not yet completed, 
nor are they likely to be so, as the few marines on the island 
have more work in contemplation for them than they will be 
able to accom{tlish for a very long period) and for the perform- 
ance of which, by the by, they have nothing more than their 
poor pay as marines. Mechanics who have enlisted into the 
marine corps are chosen from the different divisions in En- 
gland and sent out here, where they are kept at such labo- 
rious work from morning to night as our working classes in 
England have no idea of, and for which they receive nothing 
in addition to their mere daily pay, which amounts to some- 
where about tenpence; and at this reasonable rate Govern- 
ment has its public buildings erected, and all its other public 
work done, arid done exceedingly well, at the Island of As- 
cension. 

The climate here is remarkably healthy, and, indeed, the 
stout, hale, ruddy appearance of the inhabitants, sufficiently 
demonstrate that it is so, without going any farther for proofs. 
Dysentery may be said to be the most prevalent disease; but 
even this cannot properly be said to be prevalent, but only as 
compared with others, as it occurs but seldom, and very rarely 
proves fatal. The south-east trade wind, no doubt, contributes 
to the salubri^ of the island, by the brisk and unintermitting 
breeze which is thus wafled over its surface, and which is so 
charged with saline matters from the ocean, over which it 
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sweeps, that it often leaves an incrustation of salt on the lava- 
eoloured surface in its passage. 

As a depot for stores, owing to its extreme dryness. Ascen- 
sion is incomparable. We have seen, that at Fernando Po, 
the bread is ii; a short time riddled with weevils, and full of 
maggots, and that every thing else rots, from the humidity of 
the atmosphere, while every article of stores is as pound, af- 
ter it has been here some years, and when first brought out 
For this reason, and as the length pf passage from any of 
those places on the coast, where our ships are in the habit of 
cruizing for slave vessels, seld^ exceeds ten days, there can 
be no comparison between this, place and Fernanda Po, as a 
depot for stores, where the African squadron may rqfit, particji- 
Ivly as the anchorage is excellent, and the wind always 
blows offshore. As a Government garden the island is highly 
useful, and its salubrity |)oints it out as a desirable place for 
the African squadron to refresh and take in a new stock of 
health, and to send their sick for' recovery. For these pu^ 
poses, and for the supplies which it occasionally affords to dis- 
tressed merchant vessels — many of >yhich, bound to and from 
India, now touch here, to complete their stock of water and 
purchase a few turtle,, in preference to St Helena— it is high- 
ly valuable, and may be still more so in the event of war; 
but its arable surface is as trifling, and its distance from any 
continent is su great, as to preclude the idea of its «ver being 
more extensively important, excepting that, while our flag 
flies over it, it is no thorn in our side, as it might be in the 
possession of atwther. 

The supply of water is still so small and uncertain, even 
with the recent addition by the shafl mentioned above, that, 
were there a succession of demands bf^ any magnitude for 
this necessary article, the island could not afford it without 
endangering the quantity required for the support of its own 
inhabitants. From what I can learn, however* it is quite pro- 
bable that this may be in a great measure remedied, by Bwk'^ 
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ing a few more shafts, to a great depth, at a little distance 
from the sea shore. This has been attempted, but hitherto, I 
believe, very imperfectly. 

29th August. The Conflict gun-brig arrived here to-day, 
from Freetown, Sierra Leone^ with her officers and crew in 
a very sickly state. She has been lying at the colony for 
some months, and latterly that scourge of the coast, the yel- 
low remittent fever, had made its appearance on board in an 
epidemical fcrm, attacking thirty-three of ber small crew, 
eight of whom had already paid the debt of Nature. 

1st September. The progress of the fever, on board of the 
Conflict, was stopped on approaching the Equator ; and since 
her arrival here, it is astonishing with what rapidity those still 
labouring under the disease have recovered, affording a strong 
confirmation of what has been stated regarding the eligibility 
of this spot for the reception and restoration of the sick and 
convalescents belonging to the squadron. 

We sailed again on the 9th September, and reached 
Prince's Island on the 21st. I cannot leave Ascension with- 
out expressing how much we have all been gratified, and im- 
proved in health by-our visit. Nothing could possibly exceed 
the attention we have met with from every one ; und it is aot 
Ux be wondered at, if, in the midst of so much kindness, we 
occasionally forget the abhorred coast, and the vapid and en- 
ervating climate of Fernando Po, to which we knew we must 
return. A few days after we reached Prince's Island; his 
Majesty's ship Favourite arHved from Loando, where she had 
been despatched to look after some^lave vessels, of which in- 
formation had been received, and the intelligence she brings 
is of a very mortifying description, and proves, in the most 
incontestible manner, the absolute folly of attempting to sup* 
press the traffic under the existing treaties and laws relative 
to it. She found lying at Loando ten or twelve vessels of 
difl^rent descriptions, ready to take slaves on board, tiie 
greater part of whom were Portuguese ; and, consequently* 
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being to the southward of the Equator, the commander of the 
Favourite, (such is the proviso in our treaty with Portugal,) 
dared not interfere with them, and even had each of them 
been laden with their wretched victims, he tnust Jiave been 
compelled to suffer them to proceed in their humane employ- 
ment unmolested ! Since the convention with Brazil caine 
into operation, which made the slave trade piracy, there is 
not a single Hag of that nation to be found on the coast: but, 
what is the result 1 The Brazil trade is now carried on witb 
the most perfect impunity under the flag of. Portugal ; and all 
that this convention has efl^ected, concerning which there was 
80 much exultation among unthinking philanthropists, is a 
change in the colour of a piece of bunting, or a shift from & 
worthless flag to one, if possible,. Still more degraded. 

On the 3d of October, we again- anchored at Fernando Po, 
whei-e we foiind that, during our absence, an ofllcer of the 
Royal Marines had arrived from England to superintend the 
affairs of the settlement, and had brought with him a number 
of marines and mechanics, for the service of the infant colony. 
The fatality of this wretched place has been strikingly exem- 
plified in numerous instances since we left it Six of those 
unfortunate n>eclianics and marines just arrived are already 
dead, and agreU part of the remainder have been in the hos- 
pital. A naval lieutenant, Mr. Sullivan, who came out to 
join his Majesty's brig Plumper, by the same conveyance witk 
these men, is also already dead.. The agent, victualler and 
one of his clerks have been at the brink of the grave, and 
have gone home to preserve their lives. The Favourite sloop 
of war, which we lefl here, had nine persons seized with fe- 
ver ; the Fair Eosamond, tender to this ship, out of her small 
compliment df forty men, ten cases of fever, and two deaths; 
and the master of the Stentor transport, and one of the boys 
of the same vessel, died of fever soon after we left the island, 
while nearly all the crew were attacked with the same disease.. 
In fact, there is among our ships of war, and among all visitors 
%p this place, but one opinion respecting the dinjAte. of CJot^ 



TO THE WB0TSRM COAST OP AFRICA. 151 

rence Town^ Fernando Po ; and none but those whose interest 
is concerned, and who hold lucrative situations in the settle- 
ment — and who would, of course, lose them were the place 
given •up in consequence of the truth being made known, and 
the fatality of its climate painted in its true colours — venture 
to utter a syllable in favour of it But by these persons, the 
cause of disease and death is attributed to any thing rather 
than what it truly and evidently is, — the pestilential nature 
of the atmosphere. 

It is really, difficult either to speak or write with patience 
of statements so inconsistent with facts, while at every step 
we meet with some unhappy labourer, whose sallow, wretch- 
ed, death-iike aspect, and fleshless limbs, evince too truly how 
little faith can be placed in bare assertions, ~ and indicate too 
strongly that fever hath "marked the climate for its own." 
These very persons tell us, at the same time,* that "it is a 
healthy thing to have the ague" — ''that one is always safe 
when he has an ague:" meaning by this to say that they are 
less susceptible of the fatal remittent fever while under the 
influence of this minor pest. Let any one conceive to him- 
self what sort of an existence that must be, when a man is 
safe only while he is labouring under an ague ! a disease that 
disorders his nervous system, and, if it continues long, pro- 
duces visceral disease, and ruins bis constitution forever. This 
is an admission of those very individuals who jfraise the settle-^ 
ment for its salubrity, as compared with other parts of the 
coast of Africa j and from this I leave every one to form hiar 
own opinion of the nature of the climate, and of the very 
logical deductions of these honest and disinterested gentle- 
men, whose statements might make an impression favourable 
to the settlement, where facts should be known simply as they 
stand. What I have already related, sufficiently demonstrate 
that Clarence Settlement is most unhealthy.. The only ques- 
tion is. Whether it be more so than any other of our settle- 
ments on the western coast of Africa 1 It is, to say the least. 
^ it, equally as fatal as Sierra Leone, and that is sayhig cv 



152 RECORDS OF A TOT AGE 

great deal, by the proofs, and for the reasons, which haTe just 
been given, as well as those mentioned in a former page ; and, 
in my opinion, it is much more so: for, as we have found on 
an average that two or three of the forty or fifty whites in the 
settlement die weekly, and that the whole of the remainder, 
with few exceptions, either are or have been ill — ^how fright- 
ful would such a general sickness, and average mortality, be 
considered among three or four thousand ! Be It remembered, 
too, that this mortality was in the common course of things, 
and not caused by an epidemic. J questioned whether Sienra 
Leone, bad as it is, including epidemics, has ever been nearly 
80 fatal. But besides these proofs in favour oi the climate of 
Sierra Leone, as contrasted with that of Fernando Po, another 
assertion of the good people here speaks more decisively to 
the point at issue, and against themselves, than, all other 
proofs that can be adduced. They tell us that a debauch at Fer- 
nando Po is sure to terminate in a fever, and in all probability 
death — that- it is impossible to tamper with the constitution 
there, without running the greatest risk ; and instance all the 
deaths among the working classes, which they say — ^and say 
very unjustly — arise entirely from drunkenness, ahd that they 
are, therefore, from sad experience, g4iarded in their mode of 
life. No doubt, drunkenness strongly predisposes to fever and 
other diseases ; but are the colonists at Sierra {ieone cautious 
how they indulge in the pleasures of the table ? Do they 
dread the consequence of frequent debauches ? Or do they 
tell us that drunkenness is at all times, or even commonly, 
the cause of death among the labouring residents, or others, 
iu the colony ? No I but instead of this, it is notorious, that 
they indulge to the greatest excess — that they have no solici- 
tous anxieties about the result of their irregularities — and 
that it is by no means common or necessary that even re- 
peated intoxication is followed with fatal consequences, as is 
the case at Fernando Po, according to the statements of the 
residents there. If, therefore, at one place drunkenness is 
sure to produce disease, and at the other no such termination 
is ever looked for» although it must, as it does every where 
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else, occasioually occur, what is the conclusioD 1 why, that 
the new settlement at Fernando Po has a climate more de- 
structive tphuman^ life, and less tolerant of the liberties usually 
taken with health by civilized people, than that of Sierra 
Leone. Every one must know that jabpuring men, from the 
very nature ot their work, are much merer susceptible of dis- 

.ease, particularly in these burning latitudes, than those who 
have no fatiguing dutiea to perform, and who have both the 
moans and the opportunity of taking care of themselves, and 
the ** appliances" for preserving their health. This has been 
very remarkably the case at Fernando Po; for while the for^ 
mer have i)een dying daily, the hitter have only suffered from 
ague, and very few of them have lost their lives, and have 

^been obliged to return to England in a state of mental, as well 
as bodily, imbecility. It is, no doubt, in a great measure owing 
to this comparative immunity that the ill-advised, self-inter- 
ested supporters of its salubrity are induced to assert, so un- 
feelingly and unjustly, that the cause of somany deat)ls among 
these poor people is drunkenness ; not taking into considera- 
tion their owtt frequent attacks of ague, and the far greater 
liability of working persons to disease. At present, the hos- 
pital is full of whites ; but conceal meat and misrepresentation 
being the order of the day here^ ftom what motive it is diffi- 
cult to conceive, there is no means I regret to say of getting 
at the lactual mortality. But, in spite of every attempt to 
cloak the melancholy occurrences which take place, they are 
too frequent, too appalling, and too Well known to be concealed. 
Despair has seized the mechanics recently arrived. Some of 
them have written to the Commodore, giving an account of 
the many deaths among their compdiiions, and the sickness 
and distress among the remainder, and begging to be sent 
home ; as, according to their origipal agreement, they were to 
be permitted to go home, should the cHmate prove injurious 
to their health. Besides the mortality among the white, the 
number of deaths among the liberated Africans and Kroumen, 
connected with the settlenient, is also very great : and no note 
ie taken of the deetmction to life onboard merchant vec- 
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yesselfl touchinif here^ and of the great number of the crews 
sent to tbe hospital, never to return* There is such a bom^ 
of this hospital, as it is called, among all tbe poor people in the 
settlement, whites as well as blacks, that they give themselves 
np for lost when it is found necessary to send them there so 
few come oat of it alive. 

Unibrtunately for our African colonies, individaak have 
occasionally got a footing in them, who have been scouted 
from society, and who, like drowning men, grasp at whatever 
is within their reach, to save them from perdition. Bat 
Africa has gained nothing, by having Uias become the forlorn 
hope of tbe disgraced. If this settlement is ever to improve, 
these are not tbe characters to bring, or to sufier to remain, 
here, far less to place in ofBcial sitaationa It is insulting the 
feelings of respectable men in it, as well as of every naval 
officer employed on the station, who may often be obliged, 
from necessity, to come in contact with characters of this 
description, in the performance of their dutv ; and who, with 
that proper sense of respect for himself which every man 
OBf ht to possess, and that abhorrence of dishonesty which 
every upright mind feels, would avoid any such communica- 
tion, iis injurious to his honour, and as compromising whatever 
is estimable in his character as a man. 

Our tender, the Black Joke, Lieutenant William Ramsey, 
was lying here, waiting to acquaint us with -some captures 
which she and the Fair Rosamopd^ Lieutenant H. V. Huntly, 
had made, since we. last saw them. -The latter, while crui- 
zing in the Bight of Benin, fell in with and captured, on the 
20th of July, the Spanish schooner, Potosi, of ninety-eight 
tons, tv^eivty-sii^ men, and one hundred and ninety-one slaves 
on board* bound from Lagos to Havanna ; and, on the 10th 
September, , the two tenders, in company, chased into the 
river Bonny, and^ captured, the Spanish brigs, Rapido and 
Regulo, — the former of one hundred and seventy-five tons, 
eight large guns, fifty^sixmen, and Iwo hundred and four 
slaves ; the latter, one hundred and ferty-aeven tons, (both 
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Spanish admeasurement,) five lar^e guns, Mf men, and two 
smeB : both bound to Cuba. Connected with the capture of 
inese vessels, a circumstance of the most horrid and revolting 
nature occurred, the relation of which will afford an additional 
instance of the cruelty and apathy of those who carry on the 
siave trade, — of the imperfection of the Iaw« enacted for its 
suppression, as well as of the additional inhumanity enUiled 
upon It by ourselves, as a consequence of the very imperfec- 
^lon of these laws. Both vessels were discovered at the 
entrance of the Bonny, having just sailed from thence; and, 
wuen chased by the tenders, put back, made all sail up the 
nver, and ran on shore. DQring^ the chase, they were seen 
trom our vessels, to throw the slaves^ overboard, by twos, 
snapkelled together by the ancles, and left in this manner to 
Bink or swim, as they best could I Men, women, and young 
Children, were seen, in great numbers^ struggling in the 
^ater, by every one on board of the two tenders ; and, dread- 
m to relate, upwards ofa hundred and fifty of these wretched 
creatures perished in this way, without there being a hand to 
nelp them, —for they had all disappeared before the tenders 
l^eacliei the spot, excepting two, who were fortunately saved 
ny our boats from the element with which they were strug- 
e'lng. Several managed, with difficulty, as may, be supposed, 
to swim on shore, and matiy were throw into large canoes, 
»nd in that manner landed, and escaped death ; but the mul- 
titude of dead bodies cast upon the beach, during the succeed- 
ing fortnight, painfully demonstrated, that the account given 
to us, by the natives on the banks of the Bonny, of the extent 
^f the massacre, had been far from exaggerated. The indi- 
viduals whose lives had been saved by the boats were two 
fine intelligent young men, rivited together by the ancles, in 
the manner described. Both of them when recovered pointed 
to the Rapido, as the vessel from which they were thrown 
into the water. On boarding this vessel, no slave was found ; 
but her remorseless crew having been seen from both tenders 
busily engaged in their work of destruction, and as the two 
poor blacks, who endeavoured to express gratitude for their 
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rescue by every means in their power, asserted, with horror 
and alarm depicted in every feature, that-tiiis was the vessel 
from whieh they were thrown, she^ was taken, possession of. 
On board the Regulo only two hundred and four slaves were 
found remaining, of about four hundred and fifty. All of 
those found on board of her were branded with the letter T 
on the right shoulder. Had the commander <)f the Black 
Joke, (which had been cruizing off the river Bonny for a long 
period,) wlio knew that those vessels were lyings there, ready 
to take slaves on board, been permitted to use every means in 
his power to suppress the slave trade, he" could and would 
have gone up the., river with his vessel, and destroyed them 
with greatest ease; and thereby prevented the merciless 
cruelty which subsequently took place. But no! He dared 
not ; because he was liable in heavy penalties, had he even 
detained a Spaniard, without having slaves actually on board. 
These inhuman scoundrelsare fully, alvare of this; and it was 
this very legal impediment in the capture of Spanish vessels 
which induced them to throw their miserable captives fhto 
the river ; so that, no slave being found when boarded by the 
tenders, they and their vessels m%ht be suffered to escape. 
But they could not effect their nefarious design completely* 
for our tenders were close at their heels, and they were detec- 
ted in their crime, and consequently detained. As, however, 
there were no slaves actually found on board of the Rapido, 
and as the members of the Court of Mixed . Commission at 
Sierra Leone usually adhere to the letter instead of the spirit 
of the law, and the treaties having for their object the surpres- 
sion of the slave trade — although the fact trf" her having 
slaves, bonajide,on board, and having thrown them out in 
the murderous manner desbribed, was witnessed by some 
hundreds of persons —it is questioned by many here, on con- 
sideration of the circumstances attending the trial of cases 
somewhat similar, whether this court, from whose verdict 
there is no appeieil, will condemn her or not*^ It is quite 

* She was condemned on tlifievideiice.ofUie two ala vet. ^ ^ 
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certain, whether thi^ may be the case or Bot, that there will 
be no punishment inflicted upon the perpetrators of so great a 
crime. 

Thus, as I have already said, the half measures we are 
obliged to adopt for the suppression of this merciless traffic, 
adds incalculably to its inhumanity. Here we see, that in a 
futile attempt to save their vessels from jcapture, these re- 
morseless speculators in blood sacrificed more than a hundred 
and fifty lives. Had we let them alone, the dreadful event 
would not have taken place. Oae of two things only could 
have prevented it, namely, the destruction or capture of their 
vessels betore the slaves were taken on board, (which is un- 
doubtedly the most efiectual plan,) or allowing them to depart 
unmolested, after they were embarked; for humanity is so lit- 
tle known among the crews of their vessels, that even at sea, 
where there was not the most distant chance of escape to land 
by swimming, as in the present instance, they have been 
known, when chased by ships of war, to sacrifice their cap- 
tives in a similar manner. It is in vain to look for any of the 
better feelings among these unprincipled men, who are the 
yeiy dregs and ofiscourings of society, — pirates, outlaws, and 
wretches who have beien g»ilty of the most heinous ofiences, 
and are therefore perfect adepts in every species of villainy, 
and would shrink from no crime, of whatever magnitude, 
where their interest was concerned. Both vessels being 
aground when taken possession^ of, it became a duty of the 
most laborious nature to get them afloat, and the zeal of Lieu- 
tenants Huntly and Ramsay, together wilk that of the oflicers 
and the crews of both tenders for this purpose, were at length 
successful, after several days of the most arduous exertion. 

9th November. Since our arrival at the settlement, we 
have been employed repairing the Black Joke, for which pur- 
pose she has been, hauled up on a rude kind of slip, or dock, 
where oar carpenters, and several of those belonging to the 
island, have been daily at work upon her. Two days ago o^e 

N 
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of these island otrpentera died of fever, and all the othen 
have been more or less ill. Of the eight persons employed 
about this vessel, belonging to our ship, five have been seized 
with fever, and all the others are complaining, and what is 
• more, they are all very sober characters. In consequence of 
sickness making its appearance also on board of the ship, in 
the shape of fever, cholera, and numerous obstinate, in4oIent, 
and irritable ulcers; arising from the slightest scratch, we took 
our departure this evening from the destructive climate of 
Clarence establishment, leaving the Atholl, which arrived 
here yesterday, to look after the repairs of the tender until 
our return. We stood towards West Bay, Pr/nce's Island, 
where we anchored on the 15th, got refreshments for the crew, 
fruit and vegetables — articles not to be had at Fernando Po— 
took on board a supply of good water, and sailed again on the 
17th, for the settlement, where we anchored two days after- 
wards, having nearly got rid of all the cases of disease pre- 
viously contracted there. 

During the ten days that we have been absent from this 
place, two mechanics and two marines have fallen victims to 
fever; and of the remainder in the hospital, there are three 
with little hopes of recovery. These make the number of 
deaths, during the last three months, exceed a fourth part of 
the whole white population, which has never at any time ex- 
ceeded sixty ? and this fact alone damns all the proofs that ev- 
er were invented of the eminent salubrity of the festering 
atmosphere of this new English charnel-house, so admirably 
adapted for getting rid of our surplus population. . Why send 
convicts to the finest climate in the world, or pamper them at 
home in hulks, at such an enormous expense, when they migiit 
be sent here for a mere trifle, and so easily disposed of? As 
our friend, the pink of Glasgow bailios, might be supposed 
to say, "they would just gae out o* the warld like the sough 
o' an auld sang, and gie* nane o' us ony mair trouble.'' A 
commutation of the punishment of death to transportation to 
Fernando P&, is worthy of some considftration, if it be intend- 
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ed to continue the establishment The penalty, God knows, 
would be severe enough, and the ends of justice would be 
just as well served; and there is no want of work for some 
thousands of convicts to perform for the next twenty years, 
even if it were only to clear the ground. But first we must 
purchase the ground, for I understand that the Spaifish go- 
vernment has only lent us the temporary occupation of two 
or three miles of it, as we will not purchase the whole island : 
and to continue even its present expense to the country, which 
amounts to at least i;^4(),000 per annum, upon such an uncoF- 
tain tenure, is the most egregious folly imaginable. Either 
have the whole island, or give it* up entirely; for as sure as we 
enlarge and improve the settlement, (and we must do both 
before it can be of any use — before its ostensible object can be 
accomplished^ namely, the location of (he liberated Africans,) 
so surely will the Spanish government increase its price, and 
in the end make their own terms: so that, for what will now 
cost us only £150,000 or £200,000, a million may be demand- 
ed ten years hence. This is an instance of that injudicious 
economy, so curiously combined with the equally injudicious 
profusion, for which our government has, of late years, been 
80 eminently distinguished. Forty thousand pounds a-year 
are thus expended upon Fernando Po, while dock-yard cur- 
tailments are daily going on, and the energies of the navy, 
upon which our country mainly rests her hopes of peace and 
safety, are cramped and paralyzed, in consequence of the in- 
surmountable obstacles thrown in the way of that necessary 
stimulus, promotion, for the purpose of^ving a few hundreds 
— ^both with the best of motives, no doubt, pamely, relief from 
our own public burdens at home, as well as the alleviation of 
the miseries of the distressed African. 

It has been unfortunate for the improvement of Africa, as 
well as for the advancement of the interests of our settlements 
there, that the persons appointed to official situations have 
very generally made mere jobs of them ; and as soon as they 
have eQfved their eod, of pocketing a considerable sain of 
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money, or in some other way farthering tiieir own private 
views, provided the climate spares their lives, they have scam- 
pered off, and left the settlement to the saperintendence of 
other individuals, equally as ignorant and careless of its 
interests, and equally as solicitous of their own, as their 
predecessors. And this is one grand reason why I conceive 
that the natives, or permanent residents, such as the Maroons 
at Sierra Leone, should be appointed, as soon as it can be 
done, to fill official situations, in preference ta the iactitioos 
and ephemeral whites. 

The very elements seem to conspire against the formation 
of a settlement, in a situation so destructive to human life as 
Fernando Po, two transports, or freight ships, laden with 
stores and provisions for the establishment at Clarence Cove, 
having been totall/ lost on their passage out to it, during the 
last twelve months. 

27th. The whites on shore continue to die daily. There 
are sixteen of those now remaining in the colony at present 
in tjie hospital, seven of whom are marines. Only one death 
has occurred to-day, and I think three of the remaining unfor^ 
tunate men may, perhaps, survive for twelve hours longer; 
but all are in a precarious state. 

8th December. We sailed to-day for Prince's and the Island 
of Ascension, glad to escape from the pestilent and destructive 
atmosphere of Clarence Town, as it is called, with the loss of 
only one man. We have escaped miraculously ; which is 
only to be attributed to the great distance we were anchored 
offshore, perhaps out of the reach of the poisonous exhalations 
or miasmata — to the precautions taken to keep the ship 
clean, dry, and well ventilated — to hindering the seamen 
from going on shore, and thus preventing the occurrence of 
intoxication, and other irregularities — favourite sins of sea- 
men — which are too oflen the forerunners, and always the 
predisposing causes, of fever, and other diseases, in these 
latitudes. But we have not escaped entirely scot free : eev^ 
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eral pretty sevvre remittent and intermittent fevers have 
occurred on board. Eight or nine cases of cholera-^ not the 
scoarge that is i^t present wasting continental Europe, Cholera 
Morbus, but a disease of a milder nature — and a great many 
catarrhs and sore throats have also appeared, originating in 
some atmospherical peculiarites imperceptible to the senses. 

11th December. We anchored in the North West, of 
George's Bay, Fernando Po, this forenoon, for the purpose ci 
getting a supply of yams from the natives, as our stock of 
bread is almost exhausted, and what remains is so full of 
insects, and so injured in other respects by the climate, that it 
is scarcely eatable. In consequence of the loss of the Nerval 
freight ship, about two months ago, laden with provisions and 
stores for Che settlement, there was no bread to be had when 
we left it, and very little provisions of any sort They were 
depending solely upon the supply of yams and live stock 
received from the mainland by boats. 

The character of the island around this bay, were it not for 
the exuberant vegetation, would be very similar to that of 
Ascension. It is only the frequent rains, and the difference 
in climate, which, hy decomfosing the ashes and lava origi- 
nally on the surface of Fernando Po, and thereby affording 
shelter and nourishment for multitudes and vast varieties of 
the vegeUble world, have made the aspect of their superfices 
so unlike each other. As aC the island of Ascension, every 
little bill in this vicinity is an extinguished volcanic tumulus, 
and these are pretty numerous. I can count six or eight, 
besides the two principal mountains, on the north and south 
divisions of the island. The scenery here is uncommonly 
pleasing and has been said by some ardent admirers of Afri- 
can scenery, and proselytes to the doctrine of its never failing 
salubrity to resemble the Bay of Naples ; but with less reason, I 
think, than any odious comparison Lever heard made. There 
deep not appear to be the slightest resemblance, except in the 
telcuuG mountainir of which instead of one> it hai nearly n 

N* 
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dozen, and all of them extiofiraiehed. It mafces one smile to 
■ee the magnificeDt Bay of Naples dragged forth <m all QJKt- 
eioQS in comparison with objects so little worthy of tt We 
have Dablin Bay, which is said to reeemble tbit of Naples, 
tirhereas it does s6 jast about as much as the nativeyhttt (tf 
the Green Isle resembles a racy pine apple ; and the Frith of 
Forth, too, is unhappily and Arrogantly put in competitioo 
with the varied magnificence of the Neapolitan Sinus; while 
every one who has seen both knowa that the similiuide is not 
more striking than that between a barley bt^ and a rich and 
highly ornamented twelfth cakg. - 

George's Bay is of very considerable extent, and richly 
wooded, and much of the higher portions of ground exhibit 
every stage of cultivation ; yet there is not a human habitation 
to be ^een, although a pretty numerous population is visible 
in the volumes of smoke that issue from among the trees^and 
bushes in everjr direction. Indeed, this is said to be the most 
populous part of the island . The north-east side of the bay is 
rather low, and a few trifling rivulets issue from this place, 
which, however, at a very short' distance from the beach be- 
comes diversified with hills. The head of the bay is high, 
and studded, as I have already said, with volcanic cone& The 
principal mountain on the south part of the island is-rather 
steep, and its ascent is very rapid from the south-west side of 
this bay, which seems, in many respects, the most eligible sit- 
uation for a settlement. Completely open to the sea breeze, 
which never blows sufficiently strong to endanger ships at 
anchor — an excellent anchorage, good water, a mountain 
close at hand many thousand feet high, tho principal part of it 
cleared of wood, and for several miles cultivated, (the yam 
plantations shewing like the enclosures of a farm in England, 
with here and there a tree garnishing the green rectangular 
fields; separated by others recently turned up by the ploaiirb, 
or some implement that serves the same purpose,) where 
country-houses, or an hospital, might, with ease, be placed in 
any temperature short of freezing ; plenty of dispOMble 
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ground for the locatton of the liberated Africans; besides the 
Additional convenience to tl!fe mercantile shipping from the 
rivers Calabar, Bonny, Nun, and others in the Delta of Benin, 
wy<£ couM touch heie in their passage home, instead (^run- 
ning to leeward, as they arejobliged to do, to the present set- 
tlement, for supplies before going to England, and by which 
meiBsthey are very often delayed a whole fortnight. They 
had been in the habit of touching here for supplies, such as 
^&ter, wood, and yams, until lately that an intimation has 
been given to the masters of these vessels, by the present 
superintendent, that they will in future forfeit £100 if they 
do not call at the settlement for what they require. I imag- 
ine this must be done, " by authority," of course ; but there 
was no little grumbling among the masters in consequence of 
it. 

One of the most important considerations in the formation 
of a new settlement in these latitudes is the salubrity of the 
situation ; for of what use is it to erect establishments, to 
build houses, and to people a spot where the besom of de- 
struction sweeps it clean of all the European inhabitants, al- 
most as fast as they come within range of the baneful influ- 
ence of its atmosphere ? If there be one situation on the 
island more unhealthy than another, it is that spot upon which 
the present settlement is placed. Low, and surrounded with 
stagnant pools, and sluggish muddy rivulets, and swampy 
fields of mangrove; every observant person must suspect its 
insalubrity at the first glance ; and the events of the last four 
months have sufficiently proved that such a suspicion is cor- 
rect. How is it that the natives have so few cultivated spots 
of ground on the lower parts of the island, and that the chief 
signs of the ax and the plough are on the mountain ridges, 
more than half a mile above the level of the sea? Such is the 
fact : and the only way to account for it is, that the natives 
have, by experience, discovered the insalubrity of the lower 
parts of the island. The present is what is commonly called 
the healthy season, and we left the people at Clarence Cove, 
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to use a vulgar, but in this instance, very applicable exprefr 
8i<w, " dying like rotten sheep." What must the mortality be 
during the unhealthy season, or during an epidemic, particu- 
larly if the white inhabitants were numerous, and not, a3 now, 
amounting to a mere handful ? 

The only objections which, I imagine, could have be^ urged 
against placing the settlement on the south-wes.t part of this 
bay ^ — which I conceive to1?e the most eligible, as it has the 
usual characteristics of a healthy situation, although it must, 
in this respect, but differ in degree from the present settle- 
ment — are the following :— 

Ist The great number of aborigines in the vicinity. 

2d. The increased distance of the spot from the rivers on 
the continent, where the slave trade is carried on. 

3d. The surf on the beach from the sea breeze; and the 
openness of the anchorage. 

To these the following answers may be given : 

1st. The natives may be conciliated, as they have already 
been, with the greatest ease, and ground enough obtained for 
the location ot liberated Africans, wilhput infringing on what 
they occupy. , _ 

2d. Slave vessels issuing from or entering these rivers, are 
seldom or never seen fiom the present Settlement, and the 
only intelligence received concerning them is derived from 
the colonial schooners, ^and merchant vessels arriving there. 
The increase of distance, which is barely thirty miles, is there- 
fore a matter of very trifling consideration, as these veBsels 
would still bring accounts of those engaged in the slave timde. 

3d. The anchorage is what seamen call ** excellent 4i(^ing 
ground." The wind never blows a gale directly into the bay» 
which is completely sheltered from tornadoesp the only da»- 
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gerous winds on this part of the coast. The surf on the 
beach, from the moderate sea breeze, is generally trifling, 
and can never be so very great, but a small pier, run a few 
yards out into the sea, would completely annul the objection, 
were it ten times as great. 

Great numbers of the natives came to the beach to sell 
their yams, but, as they would take nothing in exchange ex- 
cept axes, of which there was but a small number on board, 
we were only able to obtain a supply for three days, in conse- 
quence of which we must be put upon half the usual allowance 
of bread, bad as it is, or half the usual allowance of yams, 
which at best form but a poor substitute for the "staff of 
life.*' Here, some five or six years ago, the most valuable 
article of barter was old iron hoops, cut into pieces six or eigUt 
inches long. These constituted the current coin of the country, 
and were eagerly received in exchange for their produce,— 
yams and live stock : but commerce and " the march^* go hand 
in hand, and now ** the Boo-hee*'' is seen with a neat Birming- 
ham blade and *' bone- ivory" handle stuck between his left 
arm and its twisted belt of straw, and he treats a bit of the 
once valued iron hoop with as much sovereign contempt as 
the impudent menial of a second-rate hotel turns over, and 
and turns up his nose at, the few pence thrown to him, because 
they do not quite amount to half as much as the full value of 
the " half-pay" glass of brandy and water which it has just 
been his arduous office to place before you.' This improved 
change of ideas has, no doubt, originated with the fiberality of 
the Liverpool palm oil traders, who have hitherto been in the 
habit of touching here. The natives on this part of the 
island appear to bci in general, stronger and more lively than 
those 1 have seen near the settlement, which may arise, per- 
haps, from the air of the mountainous region in which they 
live. There is no difference in their costume : each carried 
a long barbed or crenated wooden spear, but, excepting a 
knife, none of them possessed any other weapon. 

We r^ched Ascensioa on the 5th January, 1832, and after 
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taking on board a supply of provisions in excellent preserve 
tion — more desirable afler the rottenness which the climat 
of Fernando Po had introduced among those we had recent! 
been using as food, and of which, bad as it was, we had 
reduced allowance — we proceeded towards Sierra Leone 
where we anchored on the 28th, and found there his Majesty' 
ship Isis, bearing the flag of Rear- Admiral Warren, who hai 
arrived to take command of this and the Cape of Good Hop 
station, and who had consequently brought orders for us t 
proceed to England, — a piece of intelligence, as may be stip 
posed, not a little gratifying to us. By the Isis, we learn tha 
the French government have entered into a convention wit) 
ours, for the purpose of granting the mutual right of searcl 
within certain limits of this coast, for the more ^flfectual sup 
pression of the slave trade. As this' treaty does no$ contem- 
plate the capture of vessels fitted for the reception of slaves 
and as all slave vessels detained under the French flag are 
by this arrangement, to be sent to Goree for adjudication, 
such a treaty — in so far as the prevention or suppression ol 
the slave trode is concerned — must be a complete nullity. It 
will, perhaps, obstruct it for a short time, until another conve- 
nient flag can be found, "under which to carry it on ; or, if this 
be not the sole eflTect of the treaty, it will most certainly add 
to the cruelty with which the captive slave is at present 
treated on board French slave vessels — their hitherto com- 
parative immunity from seizure inducing them to [take on 
board a ^mailer number than those vessels more liable to 
capture,. and consequently' enabling them to attend better to 
cleanliness, as well as to provide more and better food and 
drink for their wretched inmates. The great distance ci 
Goree from every part of the coast where the slave trade is 
carried on will likewise add greatly to the misery of the slave 
by the length of the passage afler capture. Until the slave 
trade is ultimately denounced as piracy under the law of na« 
tions, by the consent of the civilized world, its suppression 
must be but partial and incomplete. Were France and Eo^- 
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•^ laud cordially to unite their exertions for this purpose, the 
^desirable object is more than half accomplished, 

Ml!.'" 

ai; Ist February. The colony of Sierra Leone has been unusu- 
jmally healthy since we left it, and appears to have undergone 
«fySome improvements, particularly in the direction of the Cape, 
, ^ where the country is more extensively cleared of the wood 
[j^jiand jungle which covered it. Indeed this appears to be the 
jsl case generally throughout the settlement, and will no doubt 
cf contribute very materially to its salubrity. The liberated 
itii Africans are seen labouring in the fields in every direction, 
t and appear, as usual, remarkably contented and happy. From 
5!j circumstances vi^hich have come under my notice, lam inclined 
;.cto form a very favourable opinion of these poor people, who 
rtji are so cruelly traduced by a certain class of interested and 
jre heartless men, who would endeavor to make us believe that 
r]<the slave has not a soul to be saved, any more than the hog 
jf-jthat wallows and festers in his own mire, and that he is 
f] about as stupid and insensible. That the intellectual capacity 
; and the moral feeling of the liberated African black is in all 
^i respects equal to the civilized and educated individual with a 
ifj skin of a different colour, and that his ignorance and dulness is 
^)! merely the rough outside of the pebble, which a little polishing 
fij?: removes, and exhibits to view the brilliant gem within, I 
^ have, with much gratification, observed in numerous instances 
; s on board this ship. 

^ , It has been a custom with the liberated African department, 
for a long period, to send on board our ships of war a number 
of African lads recently emancipated, to be employed, as may 
be deemed fit, by the ofl^er commanding. They receive no 
pay, are supplied with two-thirds of a rations daily, and are 
scantily clothed from the store of the department at Freetown, 
Eleven of these boys, received direct from this department, we 
have had on board for upwards of twelve months, and about 
fifteen of them for shorter periods, received from difiTerent ships 
on the station, which had taken them on board, like ourselves, 
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at Sierra Leone, but a short time before. The joungest of 
the first eleven who came on board appeared about fourteen) 
the eldest nineteen years old. They were recently manumit- 
ted, of course unable to utter a word of English, and being 
nearly all of different tribes, were also incapable of communing 
with each other — in fact, perfect specimens of young savages 
just escaped from the wild and desolated country which gave 
them birth. Soon after their arrival, they were put to differ- 
ent employments on board, and certainly no extraordinary de- 
gree of care was taken concerning their instruction; but for 
all this, two of them, who have assisted the rope-maker, have 
shewn themselves so very apt, that they can already manufac- 
ture as good rope as their master, who honestly acknowledges 
such to be the fact. Another was placed to assist the armourer, 
and is already a very passable blacksmith : a fourth with the 
carpenter, who assures us his progress is astonishing, and 
that he is already highly useful to him : and a fiflh with the 
sail-maker, and his improvement is in a sijuilar ratio. The 
rest have been placed to various otjier employments, their pro- 
gression in which has been only equalled by their zeal and 
good humour, and by the willingness with which they set 
about their work. Of uie others, who have been still a shorter 
time on board than these, six were received from his Majesty's 
ship Medina, before she sailed for England, who bad been a 
considerable time on board of her, and had met with great 
kindness, and had received the most attentive instruction at 
the hands of her experienced commander. They had been 
taught a seaman*s duty, and were infinitely more expert and 
active aloft, than the white boys of the ship; and, while with 
OS, did their duty, in every respect, with so much zeal and 
alacrity, that their behaviour called forth the roost unqualified 
praise. While at Ascension, one of these boys became 
affected with a disease of the brain and spinal marrow, which 
produced paralysis of the lower extremities, and eventually 
carried him oC The attention of the other boys to their poor 
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^leiid was most assiduoufi^ and when the fatal event toc^ place, 
they exhibited every murk of deep, unfeigned sorrow. 

3d February. As it was necessary that we should comrau*- 
nicate with our three tenders, Black Joke, Fair Rosamond, 
and Sea Flower, before finally leaving the station, we sailed 
again, this morning, to run once more along the coast, tor that 
purpose. Touching at Cape Coast Castle, on the 14th, for in* 
finmation, and sailing again the same evening, we reached 
Accra next day, where we remained for a week, enjoying the 
liberal hospitality of Messrs. Bannerman and Hanson, two Bri^ 
ti^ merchants resident there, of whose attention to us we 
cannot too warmly express our acknowledgment Nor are 
we the only persons who have experienced kindness at the 
bands of these intelligent and liberal minded men; but every 
officer who has visited the Gold Coast, speaks with eqasl 
warmth of the agreeable hours he was enabled to pass in their 
society. 

.21st The natives of Accra are a shrewd, cunning, and 
ready witted people, and possessed, at the same time, of much 
of the i^mplicity of inanners and lively disposition of those 
less familiar with Europeans on <Aher parts of the coast — 
They are oflen hired by the officers of our squadron as ser- 
vants, for which purpose they are found to answer better thaix 
the natives of any other part of the coast The arts have- 
made considerable progress among them; and their bouses, 
although formed chiefly of clay, and thatched, are, many of 
them, large, conimodious, airy specimens of architecture, of 
<Hie, two, or three floors; and the three or ibur houses occu** 
pied by English merchants, are built of stone, and are inthem^ 
selves castles or palaces, althougii erected by natives, under 
the superintendence of the owner. Finger rings, and other 
gold ornaments, are also manufactured by them,.in a rtyle of 
peculiar neatness and elegance, with the rudest implemenla; 
and, without the slightest instmction, they will imitate, to a 
nicety, any article of this description that may be sentto theok 

O 
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The ftDnna] vote hy Parliament of J&40p0, for the repair of 
the forts on the Gold Coast, seems to have the effect of keep- 
ing them, at all events, welt whitewashed; hut, excepting in 
their imposing appearance, and the ignorance of the udiial na- 
tive assailants, they are little better than useless. Eadi of 
thtee towns, British, Dutch, and Danish Accra, I was given 
to understand, contains from two to three thousand ^ inhabi- 
tants, the Dutch town being the smallest The houses of the 
inhabitants are huddled together, close to the walls of the 
fbfts, all of which adjoin the sea beach. The country round 
Accra is one vast plain, about fourteen miles broad, and forty- 
five long, thickly studded with the immense habitations of the 
ants called termites, large peaked mounds, or rugged cones of 
clay, from six to twenty feet in height, giving the whole plain 
an appearance of one widely spreading Indian village. Trees 
are by no means abundant on this broad champaign, which is 
generally covered with prickly pear bushes, and thick low 
brushwood; but the cashew, tamarind} and some other trees^ 
are here and there cultivated for their fruit 

It is seldom that boats belonging to ships at anchor in the 
roadstead ean land at Accra^ in consequence of the tremen- 
doQs surf usually met with on the beach, completely exposed 
as it is to the heavy roll of the Atlantic, We very fortunately 
bad fine weather, and comparatively smooth water, during al- 
most the whole of our stay, and landed in the canoes, which 
are well adopted for passing a surf, dry shod. These clumsy 
looking vehicles are of great length, and are paddled by ten 
or twelve men, who keep time to a discordant tune, bellowed 
and screaked by all during their exertions, managing the un- 
-wieldy bark at the Same time with the greatest dexterity. 
The passenger's seat is in a sort of box, fixed in Uie bow of 
the canoe, where a chair is nsually placed for his accommoda- 
tion. By stowing close, the largest of them wiU take en 
shore ten or twelve paraengers in this way at a Ume. We 
visited King Ankra, the Accra chief, who drank ^ndikited 
gin with a thirst which I thought unqaenchabler and aftei^ 
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wards rode oat to Danish AccrS) (about three miles to the 
eastward of the two others, which are contiguous, in a gigi 
or calash, drawn — it will hardly be believed in a Christian 
country, but such is the practice here — by four stout blacks, 
who dragged us along at a rapid pace, and seemed, by their 
grinning, laughing^ and chattering, to enjoy the run as much 
as we were amused with the novelty of the conveyance— in 
anticipation, doubtless, of a few cut-moneys they might rie- 
ceive, for there could be little real pleasure, one would think, 
id such a recreation, under so hot a sun ; but such is the cus- 
tom at Accra, and "when at Rome we must do as Rome 
does." 

After having received on board between three and four 
hundred parrots, and other birds, beasts, and reptiles, for our 
friends in England, wO took leave of the Gold Coast on the 
22d February, and went in search of the Black Joke, which 
we supposed to be cruizing in our coiuse, but found at Fer- 
nando Po on the 29th, having captured oh the 15th, without 
resistance or any event worth mentioning, the Spanish schoon- 
er " Frasquita," of one hundred and fifteen tons, with two 
hundred and ninety slav^ on board, from the river Bonny 
hound to Cuba. The day aRer capture, she departed for 
Sierre Loone^ in charge of one of the mates of the tender, 
And five seamen* 

To our great mortification we learnt that the Commander- 
in-chief, (who, having sailed from Sierre Leone, had also ar- 
rived here before us,) after a survey held on the Black Joke 
at sea, which declared her unfit for service, had been under 
the necessity of ordering her to be broken up, and that she 
was to proceed to Sierra Leone for that purpose ; to which 
place we likewise have been ordered to return, for the pur- 
pose of perpetrating the destruction of this favourite vessel — 
the terror of slave dealers, and scourge of the oppressors of 
Africa — which has done more towards patting an end to the 
idle traffic in slayes than all the ships on the station put to- 
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gether ; for, besides what she was enabled to sei^e, by her 
swift sailing, previous to our arrival oh the coast, of the ten 
vessels made prize&during the present Comraodore's stay, she 
alone has captured five I She is not a very old vessel, although 
the -destructive rot of this vapid climate has made serious in- 
roads on her constitution, which, with the late repairs she un- 
derwent at Fernando Po, we had hoped to have patched up 
sufficiently to make her last for the next two years, but her 
decay must have been more rapid than we looked for. Still 
it is to be regretted that she was not ordered to be so repaired 
as to endure while the traffic ia slaves has an existence: for 
her very name serves as a check to it Rotten as she is, many 
a slave dealer would give a greater price for her than she 
originally cost, were it only for the purpose of destroying al- 
most the onfy object of dread in his illicit traffic. Her demo- 
lition will, therefore, be hailed as the happiest .piece of intelli- 
gence that has been received at the Havana, and wherever 
else the slave trade is carried on, for many years. The Afri- 
cans themselves are sensible of the boon she has conferred on 
80 many of their eountrymen; for those liberated at Fernando 
Po, particularly the women, petitioned the Commodore, i6 the 
most earnest manner, not to destroy her. When they learned 
that he had received orders for so doing, as he was taking final 
leave of the place they crowded round him, and hugged and 
embraced him, and entreated him not to injure ^poor Black 
Joke;" and urged their suit with all their warmth of a great- 
ful recollection of what their favourite had done for them and 
theirs. It will be remembered that several of these poor peo- 
ple found friends, and relation in the Mariaej-ito when taken 
by the Black Joke in Aj^ril last. 

Two " cut-down" ten-gun brtgs, the Brisk and Charybdis 
have recently been sent here from England, in the mistaken 
hope that they will answer extremely well for the suppression 
of the slave trade. They are no more to he compared, in 
point of sailing qualities, to the Black Joke, or to slave vessels^ 
generally, than they themselves were in their original state ta 
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what they are now. The Black Joke has tried rate of sailing^ 
with them, and, to speak techqically, she walks round and 
round them in a cable's length. It is therefore evident, that 
they will answer very little better than any of the rest of our 
clumsy ships of war, for the capture of the fast-sailing Amer, 
lean built ♦* clippers," engaged in the slave trade. The Black 
Joke was herself one of this description, taken by Commodore 
Sir Francis Collier, in the Sybille ; and it is only a similar 
description of vessel which can be under present circumstan- 
ces, of any effectual service in the capture of these illicit 
traders, instead of the heavy frigates, sloops of war, and gun 
brigs, hitherto employed for that purpose. In no instance is 
^e old proverb, ** set a thief to catch a thief," more applicable, 
or better exemplified, than in the present. It is, therefore 
much to be regretted, that the tender cannot be taken to 
England, thoroughly repaired, or even renewed, and sent 
back to the coast : but destroyed she roust be, and we selected 
for that purpose. 

•^ 2d. March. Leaving Fernando Po to-day, (where,* by the 
by, we found that Mr. Chapman, a colonial officer, and both 
sergeants of marines, and others, had fallen victims to the 
climate since we were here before,) we stood towards Prince's 
Island, took on board a supply of wood and water, bade adieu 
to the "Good Queen," and wended our way towards Ascen- 
sion, where we arrived on the 

26tb' ; and learned, that the orew of our tender, " Fair Po- 
samodd," while here recently, had suffered severely from 
dysentery, in consequence of having been placed in quaran- 
tine at a small bay called Comfort Co»e, a little to the north* 
ward of the anchorage, because part of the crew were labour- 
ing under smallpox, caught from the diseased inmates of the 
two slave vessels lately detained in the river Bonny, and which 
the medical officers of the island were reasonably afraid might 
be introduced among the inhabitants, many of the youngest 
of whom had not undergone the usual preventative ordeal. 

O* 
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The tender, while here, was "hove down," for ike parpose of 
being coppered ; during which operation the crew were knded 
at the Cove, where tents were erected for their reeeption. 
During the day, they worked on board the vessel, and landed 
to meals and to sleep. The air in the Cove, completely shel- 
tered as it is from the breeze, Was uncommonly dry and rari- 
licd ; and the thermometer stood sometimes as high as one 
hundred degreos in the shade, while -on board the tender, 
where the south-east trade wind blew with tincommon fresh- 
ness, it never exceeded eighty-two. As the vessel was barely 
tliree quarters of a mile from the shore, the dysentery, I think, 
may be attributed principally to this great difference of tem- 
perature, and to the frequent and sudden vicissitudes daily 
taking place during tlieir visits to and from the vessel. Some 
were inclined to consider the water of the island, (which be- 
ing principally obtained from the scanty showers that occasion- 
ally fall, and kept in tanks, is none of the best,) as the sole 
cause of the disease ; but I am fully convinced, that this water 
has no really deleterious property, and could not, without 
more powerful concomitants — such as vicissitudes of tem- 
perature, an unusually dry atmosphere, and, as in the instance 
of the tender's crew, a sudden change of diet, from a scanty 
allowance of salt provisions, to an abundant supply of fish, 
turtle, and vegetables, — produce so much violent disturbanee 
in the alimentary canal. Twenty-five of the tender's crew, 
of forty-five men, were seized with the disease; but, although 
many of the cases assumed a most Berious complexion, yet all 
lecovered under the judicious care of Mr. Maelerpy, the as- 
sistant surgeon in charge. . 

Sierra Leone, 29th April. On our arrival here to-day, we 
found that our. last prize, the Frasquita, had made a passage 
from the place of capture to this colony in three weeks; but 
that> although it occupied so brief aspace of time, the poorelaves 
^ad suffered in a frightful manner, from the ravages of smaU 
fox and dysentery, fifty of them, durin|f that short period, havy 
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ing Mien ylctuns to these diseases, and ten soon after their 
arrival at the colony ! 

We found here also the Spaiiish brig Segunda Teresa, cap- 
tured by his Majesty's brig Pelorus, on the 19th March, off 
Cape St. Paul's, with four Jiundred and sixty slaves on board 
bound from Whydah to Havana. Her passsage to this placo 
also occupied three weeks, during which only ten of the slaves 
died. It has been universally remarked, that the slaves sent 
from the river Bonny are nouch more debilitated, unhealthy, 
and subject to disease, than those from the other parts of the 
coast; but I have never heard any reason assigned for so mel- 
ancholy a fact, which, however, will serve to account for the 
great difference of mortality on board the two vessels. 

After the mortifying operation of destroying the Black Joke 
which was done by fire, we sailed, on the 9th of May, for the 
river Gambia, on a requisition from the Governor of Sierra 
Leone, that we should afford convoy to a small schooner, hired 
for the purpose of carrying a number of Africans, recently 
emancipated from the two vessels just mentioned, to our set- 
tlement there, tor the purpose of location. We arrived, with 
her in company, on the 29tb. There were upwards of one 
hundred and thirty of these poor wretches put on board the 
v:es8el, and nothing could exceed their miserable plight, or the 
distressing state in which I found them, on pitying a visit to 
the sick during the passage up. No slave vessel that I have 
ever seen or heard of, with her unhappy inmates just kidnap* 
ped and sent on board from any of the numerous slave marts 
on this extensive coasts for the purposes of expatriation, could 
possibly be in a more filthy state, or her miserable captives in 
a more wretched and pitiable condition. Dysentery and oph- 
thalmia Were making heavy|inroads among them, from the filth 
and crowdings and the distressing effects of their aocumolated 
and long-continued miseries. The dysenteric patients were- 
^ing on the bare deck, some of them " in artictdo moi!ti$^ 
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without a covering ; for, not a bed or a sheet was in the Teasel 
W their use, and seven oi them died on the passage. This 
may be understood to be emancipation, but, at all events, such 
an exemplification of it does not afford its objects any very 
speedy relief from their distresses. 

30th May. The island of St. Mary's, upon which the town 
of Bathurst is situated, on the south bank of the entrance to 
the river Gambia, is a complete flat, and consists almost whol- 
ly of loose sand, into which you plunge almost to the ancles at 
every step, with, as may be supposed in such a soU, hardly any 
vegetation ; but beyond St Mary's, the country, which is ex- 
tremely low on both sides of the river, appears to be in the 
highest degree rich and luxuriant. On Barra Point, the jutting 
bank of the river directly opposite to Bathurst Town — the scene 
of the late squabble with the natives, in which our sailors and 
troops behaved, as usual, so well, and during which not a few 
valuable lives were lost, for no very satisfactory reason that I 
have heard of— they are at present erecting a fortfor the better 
security of the ceded territory. The river here is two miles 
and three quarters broad ; its stream very rapid, and of a mud- 
dy clay c6lour. 

I 

The town of Batluirst has a lively pleasant appearance. — 
The houses of the Europeans are very airy, and of rather 
tasteful construction, and, (whether for the sake of effect on 
the natives, preservation of the material, or coolness, does 
not appear,) are, like all other buildings of Europeans on the 
coast, daubed with a plentiful coat of whitewash. The liber- 
ated African and native houses in the town are generally cir- 
cular, and formed of wicker wori^ with circular-roofs, thatch- 
ed and peaked, so that they closely resemble bee-hives on a 
large scale. They are enclosed in numbers together, within 
a hedge eight or ten feet hi^h, of the same basket-work 
material of which their walls are composed. During our stay 
here, the average height of the thermometer was much below 
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what we bad ever found it on any other part of the coast, the 
minimum being 71.00, maximum 76.00, with hazy weather, and 
a very heavy night dew. This change of temperature was 
indescribably grateful to our feelings. 

31st May, 1832. To-day, after a shorter stay than was an- 
ticipated, we took our final departure from the coast of Africa 
for England, and after touching again at St. Jago, and at St. 
Michael's, arrived at Spithead on the 29th July, 1832, having, 
out of a complement of three hundred men, lost only ten by 
disease, including those who died on board our tenders, during 
a stay of twenty months in that unhealthy region. 
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List of VesseU engaged in the Slave Trade, captured by the 



Jules 

La Jeune 
Eugenie 

Bella Glisa 



Viugador 
Aurelia 



Name of the 
vesseh 



Date of 
capture- 



El Almirante 



Uniao 

AdeUne 

MeoMgeira 

Andorinha 

Donna Barbara 

Hirondelle 

Car^lna 

Hoflsa 

Paaebita 

Ceres 

BvMMia 

CWeta 

Christina 

Temtadora 

fiieUa 



Jan. 6 
Do. 
Jan» 7 

Jan. 15 
15 



Feb.l 



6 
9 
15 
19 
81 
S6 
March fi 
83 
AprU39 
Aug. 6 
16 

17 
October 
Nov. 4 
Oec. 9 



Under what I Where 
colours. captured. 



Neth^rland 

Do» 
Brazilian 

Portuguese 
Do. 



Spanish 



Brazilian 

Netherland 

Brazilia^i 

Po. 

Do. 

Netherland 

Brazilian 

Portuguese 

Spanish 

Brazilian 

Do. 
Spanish 

Do. 

Brazilian 

Po. 



Bar of Kiver ( 
Calabar s 



Do. 

30 13' N. 
40 41' E. 



i 120 17' N. 
I60 54' W. 
120 17' N. 
I60 54' W. 



( SOSO'N. ) 

j ^oayE. J 



( 20 48'N. 
i 50i2(E. 



Fernando Po. 

Bar of the 
R. Bonny 

Ail^agos 

30 2'^N. 
40 26' £. 

Entrance of 
£. Calabar 

50 11' N. 
40 53' B. 



From what 
part. 



where bound 



Old Calabai St. Thomas 



^o. Martinique 



ii 



60 N. 

50 58' n; 

50 02' E, 

10 30' N. 
90 16' p. 

50 05' N. 
50 15' p. 

00 25' 5" N. 
80 54' «" E. 

10 28' N. 

60 7' B 

50 17' N. 
40 19/ |j. 

5035'N. 
40 19/ E. 



Lagos Rlva 



Town of 

Cacbee 

< off* the > 

River 

Cacbeo 



Lagos River 

Pa. 

0(. niornas 
piver Bonny 
l^agoB^ver 

Do. 

( Akassa- ) 
( tor River ) 

Lagos River 

Wbydah 

( New Ca. ) 
(labarR. ) 

le^ 

roons 5 

River Lagos 
River Bonny 

River Brasse 

River Lagos 
^ydata 



(JR. Came *! 
J 1 



BahK 

Brazil 
St.,Jago 

Havana J 

Bahia 

Brasse 

Riode ( 
Jaaieno ) 

Babia 

Havana 

St.Eii8tatitis 

^ahia 



Do, 



^avmla 



^ 



I 



Riode I 
Jai^«rio i 



Bahia 
Havana 

Do. 

Bahis 

Do 



BritiMk Squadron employed on the western coast of Africa^ 1829. 



How rigged. 



NMBbeff of 
slaves when 
captured. 



Brig 
BebooBer 

Bo. 

Brig 
Galliot 



Brig 

Brift&tine 
Bckooner 
Do. 
Brig 
Bcbooner 
So. 
Brigantine 

Do. 
fiehooner 
Do. 

Do. 
D*. 

•rigantltie 

Bcliooiie? 
BrigantiM 



390 
50 

S33 

38 



Lengib 
of pas- 
sage to 

S. 



age to 
Leooe 



406 



405 

i goodi > 
353 



i goods ) 



113] 
430 

188 
293 
379 

488 
361 

348] 

431 
187 



Dajrs. 
27 

91 



No,vof 

deaths 

on tbe 

pasnge. 



6 
6 



34 



32 



23 

21 

21 

44 

19 
34 

37 
33 



13 



9 

None 



39 



33 



43 



31 
5 

18 

16 
10 
100 

51 
35 



Bywbatves 
sel takep. 



\ 



Boat»-of ) 
H. M . S. V 
. Eden ) 
I coraetia i 
< tender v 
( to Eden ) 

Medina 



Primrose 
Do. 



Blade Joke 



Bybille 

EdM 
Cornelia 

LSjbiHe 

Andorinba 

£den 
Black Joke 

Sybille 

Do. 
Plumper 



Bemarks. 



{ 144 men, 7C womeai, e- 
l mancipated. . 

( 18 men, 33 womea e- 
( mancipated. 

C Vessel 120 tonftburden; 
< 73meD, 23 women, 118 
( cbildren emancipated. 



115 men, 51 women, 54 
cbildren emancipated. 

13 'men, 6 women, 10 
childieii emancipated. 

r Vess^ 350 tons burden. 
11 killed or missing is 
the gallant action. The 
39deathsinclndeall wlio 
died previous to adjadif 
cation; 276 men, 77 wo- 

. men 132 children eman 

93 men, 153 worn ett,120 
children emancipated. 



{344 emancipated. Be- 
sides the deaths on the 
passage 66 died after ar< 
rival at Sierra Leone. 



\ 



t Dallas 
< tender t 
( Sybille 

Biedina 



toj 

le S 



Black Joke 
Dallas 

[db AthoU 



86 men, 129 wom<n,ta6 
chiidi:en emancipated, 

18 died after arrival at 
S.Leone; 89 emancipat 

3 deaths after arriTal,'64 
men, 186 women, 119 
children ranancipateA 

( Vessel 250 tons; 166 e> 
) mancipated. 

c Vessel 170 tons ; 435 e- 

< mancipated; 23 dealbi 
( after arrival. 
( 50 deaths after arrival ; 
( 128 emancipated. 

C Vessel 150 tona ; SS9«- 

< mancipated.; 2 deaths 
i after arrival. 

201 emancipated. 



VettMinstima 



LUt of vessels engaged in the Slave Trade, captured by the 

periods of his Majesty's Ship Dryad? s arrival 



Name of the 
vessel* 



Dos Amigos 

Nympha 
Maria \ 

Primeira 



1 



J 



I 



ElMaiineritQ 



PoiMwi 



Begalo 
Rapido 

Fracwiulta 

Iseganda 
iTteresa 



Dale of 
^capture. 



(Jnder what 
colours. 



1830 
Nov. 8 



Spanish 



Nov. 94 Spanish 



Dec. 25 



183V 
Feb.S2 



April 96 



Jaly90 

Sept. 10 

Bo. 

1833. 
Feb. 15 

March 39 



Spanish 



Do. 



Do. 



Do. 



Do. 



Dot 



Do. 



Do. 



Where captured. 



Off CamerooBS 



Off Rio Ponfos 
Off R, Gallinas 

Off Cape Mount 



From what 
part 



R Cameroons 



RioPongos 



Where 
bound. 



Haraoa 



Boa Vista 



OffS.Bi 

point of 

Fernando 



4053' N 40 96' E 



In the R. Bonny 



Tio. 



SoaO'NtoSS'E 



OffCape 
St. Pauls 



River GaUinaslHavana^ 

i 



Do, 



Old Calabar 



Lagos 



River Bonny 



Do. 



Do. 



Tkr 



Do* 



Do. 



Cuba 



D». 



Do. 



Whydah ||Havana 



»Ukh Squadron m the Western Coast (jfAJrkOj between the 
«» 9nd dejifrturefrom that station. 



How rigged. 



' IK? , of 
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